JEMNNY NIMMO




Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

CHARLIE BONE LUC NUA PEM

Jenny Nimmo
Muc Luc
Muc Luc

Chuyén M6 Pau Bing. . .

Chuong 1: Charlie Nghe Puoc Nhimg Tiéng Noi
Chuong 2: Nhimg Ba C6 Nha Yewbeam

Chuong 3: Nhimg Con Me¢o Lua

Chuong 4: Cai Thung Cua Nha Phat Minh
Chuong 5: Méc Ket Trong Bong Tdi

Chuong 6: Ky Nghi Bi Hong

Chuong 7: Bi Théi Mién

Chuong 8: Phé Luat

Chuong 9: Can Phong Cua Vua Bo

Chuong 10: Bi Mat Trong Tu Tudng

Chuong 11: Nhimg Manh Mdi Sau Cung
Chuong 12: Trd Déu Tri

Chuong 13: Cau Chuyén Cua Nha Phat Minh
Chuong 14: Cuéc Mac Ca Trong Pém Cua Billy
Chuong 15: Chang Hiép ST Toa Sang, Rung Chuéng Va Hat Thanh Ca
Chuong 16: Chién Tranh Bing Nb

Chuong 17: Con Géi Ctia Nha Phat Minh
Chuong 18: Tén Gian Diép Tdi Nghiép

Chuong 19: Vua Do

Chuong 20: Trong Khu Vudn D6 Nat

Chuong 21: Cude Chién Cua Nhiing Ké C6 Phép Thuét
Chuong 22: Pém Dai Nhit Trong Nam

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

CHARLIE BONE LUC NUA PEM

Jenny Nimmo
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuyén Mé Dau Bing. . .

Ngay xira ngay xua, c6 mdt ong vua dén phuong Béc séng. Nguoi ta goi ong 1a Vua Do vi dng mic mdt cai do chiing mau dé tuoi,
va trén chiéc khién cia 6ng c6 v& mot mit trdi do ruc. Ngudi ta ddn ring 6ng chui tir Chau Phi ra. Ong lai con 1a mot pha thuy phi thudng.
Mudi dira con dng, dira nao ciing duoc thira huong mdt phan nhé quyén niang. Nhung khi vo nha vua qua doi, c6 nam dira tro nén doc
ac, va nam dua con lai, vi phai tim cach thoat khoi su théinat dang bua vay cac anh chi em quy quai ciia minh, da tir bd lau dai ciia nguoi
cha, mai mai.

N

Long tan nat, 6ng Vua Do bién mét vao nhing cach rimg che phu cac vuong qudc phwong Bic. Tuy vay, ong khong di mot minh,
béi vi co ba con méo (chinh xic 1a ba con bao) theo 6ng. Chung ta s& khong bao giv duwoc quén miy con méo nay!

Quyén ning la ling va da dang ctia Vua Do dugc truyén cho cac hau dué cua ong, thuong 1a bat thinh linh xuit hién & mot ke, ma ké

d6 ciing khong hiéu nhimg th nay tir dau ra. P6 chinh 1a viéc di xay ra v6i Charlie Bone, va v&i vai dira tré ma cdu ta gip phia sau
nhiing buc tudng xam, dit ton cia hoc vién Bloor.
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Chuwong 1
Charlie Nghe Pwoc Nhirng Tiéng Néi

Vo chiéu thir Nam, ngay sau bira tra, Charlie Bone thiy khoi. Cau ta v6 tinh nhin ra ngoai ctra s6, dung lic mot ddm miy u amnho
1én khoinhimng tan cdy mua thu. Gié thdi ddm miy vé huéng nam, va dam miy bay ngang trdi, trong nhu mdt con ca voi khong 16 dang
tri 1énh bénh.

v

Dau d6, & dau kia thanh phd, c6 mot dam chay. Charlie nghe dugc tiéng xe ciru hoa dang lao téi d6. N6 khong hé biét rang, bang
nhiing cach bi4n va khong ngd ndi, né o lién hé téi dam chay ay, va ching bao lau nita s& bi 16i dén noi dam chay bét dau.

Charlie ngi1 ngon lanh, tinh ddy sang hdmsau, va téi truong. Sau budihoc, Charlie va ban no, Benjamin Brown, nhu thuong 1€, cung
nhau di bo vé nha. Pam miy khéi di bay di mit, nhung bau trdi van vii, u am. Mot con gié hung ton quing nhiing chiée 14 do, 14 vang
bay théc thao trén dudng Filbert.

Benjamin bing qua dudng & cin nha s6 9. Hau hét nhitng ngudi sdng trong cin nha s 9 déu than phién vé cay dé lon dimg trude
nha - ndo 1a né lamcéac phong t&ihi; ndo 1A né 4m tha‘ip, cot ca cot ket; va mot ngay kia nd co thé dd up 1én mai, giét hét ca ddmkhi ngu.
Khoinoi ciing biét, khong ai trong nha sé 9 1am gi v&i cdy dé ay. Ho chi ca than véinhau 1a hét ¢&. Ho 1a mot gia dinh kiéu diy ddy.

Lac Charlie leo hét miy béc cép t6i cira ra vao, cai cdy thd dai va rung nhu mura xudéng mdt nim qua dé ngay trén ddu n6. May lam
sao0, mé toc day va dai ciia Charlie lam cho nhiing ¢ dap nhe bét. Toc day ciing c6 ich loi, du khong nhiéu. Charlie luc nao ciing bi nhéc
nhé phai trom tat 1én, dung la mot viéc "bat kha thi" ddi voi mot ké co toc moc nhu bo rao.

"Chao hai ba!" Charlie kéu to khi budc vao trong hanh lang. Charlie biét ring minh d4 lam noi Bone thit vong vi chi la mot dtra binh
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thuong. Té hon, trong mat ba, n6 hoan toan hanh phuc vi dugc lam nguoi binh thuong.

M&i khi Charlie di hoc vé, luén ludn la ngoai Maisie hon né mdt cai hon uwép nhep trén ma, roi an mét moén gi dé chén duoce vao
miéng n6. HOmnay ngoai Maisie c6 mdt cuc u by trén tran. "Cay dé ngu siay", ba mach Charlie.

Noi Bone luén luén ngdi trong cai ghé bap bénh canh 16 sudi, phé binh viée ndu nuéng cia ngoai Maisie hodc tinh trang dau toc
Charlie. Hom nay cai ghé bo trong.

Do 1a didu bat thuong dau tién.

Ngay mai, thir Bay, 1a ngay sinh nhat thi 10 ciia Benjamin, va Charlie quyét dinh tu lam mt tam thiép sinh nhat, thay vi di mua. N6
da chup hinh con ché cia Benjamin - con Hat Pau - dang cudi (dung hon la dang nhe miy cai ring dai va vang qua sirc tudng tuong).

Charlie dd nhd me né demhinh dén phong & tiém hinh Kwik trén dudng ba dilamvé. N6 tinh s& v& mdt trai bong bong bay, trén c6
ghi CHUC MUNG SINH NHA T, BENJAMIN! ngay trén dau con Hat P4u.

Diéu bat thuong tha nhi sip xiy ra.

Vao lc 4 gié 5 phit, me Charlie budc vao véi mot hop toan tdo véi dai hoang chin nau. "S& lam dugc mot cai banh hoa qua ngon
tuyét nhé", ba vira noi vira dat cai hdp bén canh dia an cua Charlie va hon 1€n céi dAu bom xom ctia nd. Ba Amy Bone lam vi¢c ban thoi
gian trong mot cira hang rau qua, cho nén luén luén c6 day nhitng qua vdirau trong nha s 9.

Charlie né ngudi khoi ddng qua thdi. N6 hoi, "Me di Iy hinh cho con chua?"
Ba Amy Bone tho tay vao tai di chg, liy ra mot cai phong bi mau camto. Ba dit phong bibén canh dia dn cta Charlie.
Charlie mé phong bi ra va phat hién: khong phai Hat Pau. Ching c6 cai gi gibng Hat Dau ca!

bing luc nay ndi Bone hién ra. Ba luan quan ¢ ctra ra vao, hét so [€n co, vudt damtdc bac trang, lai kéo vat vay den ciing quéo.
Trong nhu ba sdp hoan tat s6 ménh dén noi. Va mic du ¢ tudi 65, nhung cai cach cua ba khién cho nguoita cé thé tha thir dugc, néu co 16
nghiring chuyén 4y ma xy ra thi ciing 1a ¢6 hoi tré mot chut.
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Tam hinh Charlie cAm trén tay c6 mot ngudi dan 6ng dmmot dira bé. Ong ngdi trén mot cai ghé dau. Toc dng xam, moc lua thua, va
mit 6ng dai, nhin sau ndo. Ong mic mot bd dd nhau nhi mau den, va cap kinh thach anh day cop lam cho d6i mit xamnhot ciia 6ng tron

trimg that than nhu hai hon bi.
Thay vi day tr¢ lai vao phong bi, Charlie tiép tuc nhin chim chim vao timhinh.

Pung ra 1a n6 khong cach nao giing dugc mit ra khoi dé. N6 bét dau thdy choang vang, va trong tai bdng ndilén nhitng 4m thanh
bi hiém, nghe ré ré, st soat nhu do ra-di-6 ma chua dén ding tan sé.

"O... Um... Cai gi ddy...?" Giong Charlie nghe xa xim, nhu khuit sau mot lan suong.
"Givay? Charlie?" Mg n6 héi.
"Cé6 chuyén giha?" Noi Bone lao toi. "Eustacia goi cho ta, bao c6 diémbao. RSt cudc thi con 1a mdt Yewbeam chinh céng déy cha?"

Ngoai Maisie gian dir nhin ndi Bone trong khi Charlie kéo kéo 16 tai va lac lic dau. Gia cai am thanh vo vo nhu nghet mili kinh khung
nay ngung lai dugc! N6 phai hét I€n mdinghe dugce giong minh:

"Ctra hanh ho 1am roi! Con Hat Pau dau?"

"Khéng viéc gi phai hét 1én thé, Charlie!"

ROi me né nhin véi qua vaino, kéu Ién:

"Ui troi! RS khong phai la con cho roi!"

"Oit”

Charlie rén rAm. Bdng nhién, tir mé 4m thanh vo vo, cé nhimng tiéng néi lim bam thoat ra, nghe cang lic cang 15.
PAu tién 1a giong mot phu nf, mém mai, xa la:
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"Phainhu cha da khong lam thé nay, Mostyn".

"Me con bé chét rdi. T6i khong con cach nao." Lan nay la giong dan ong.
"Dinhién la chu c¢6 cach chu."

"Vay chinu6ind nhé?" Giong ngudidan ong.

"Chi biét 1a toi khong nudi duge ma." Ngudi phu nit tra 1.

Charlie nhin me. "Aindivay?"

Trong me n6 hoang mang. "Aindi? Noi cai gi, Charlie?"

"Cé6 6ng nao trong nay ha me?" Charlie hoi.

Ngoai Maisie khuc khich, "C6 minh con thoi, Charlie."

Bdng Charlie cam gidc nhu ¢6 nhimg mong tay nhon hodt 4n ngap xubng vaind. Noi Bone cui xudng, ra 1énh, "Nghe thay gi vay?
Noéita nghe nao!"

Charlie thua, "Cé nhiing giong néi. Con biét ndi ra ndi s& bao 1a ngd ngan, nhung dung 1a miy giong n6i dé phat ra tir tim hinh

nay."
NoiBone gat dAu. "Thé ho noi gi?"
"Lay Chua, ba Bone o1, dung c6 ky cuc nhu vay ch!" Ngoai Maisie noi.

Noi Bone khinh mi¢t nhin ngoai Maisie. "Tdikhong ky cuc dau."

Charlie nhan thdy me n6 d ling ling rat lui. Ba kéo mot cai ghé ra va ngdi xudng, mit tai di, lo au.
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Ngoai Maisie bit dau nén miy cai chao, miéng 1imbam, "Pang ra ba khong nén khuyén khich n6. Toan tht rac rudi. Toi s& khong
aé.."

"Suyt!" Charlie ra hiéu. N6 nghe tiéng dira bé khoc.

Ngudi phu nir la lai cit tiéng. "Chu lam con bé s¢. Nhin vé6 may chup hinh nay, Mostyn.
"Lamon rang cudi lén. Trong chu thiéu ndo qua!"

"Chir chi muén gi hon nao?" Ngudi dan ong gat.

May anh bAm mét c4i "tach".

"Réi. Chup tAmnita nhé?"

"Mudn lam gi thi lam."

"Mt ngay nao d6 chu s& phai camon t6i." Tiéng nguoi phu nit sau dng kinh. "Néu cht dinh 1am chuyén nay that, thi d6 1a tha duy
nhat ¢ ch con nhé duge vé con bé."

"UI'I]ITL"

Charlie d¢ y thiy trong tdm hinh c6 mdt con méo tho dau ra tir phia sau chiéc ghé nguoi dan 6ng ngdi. Con méo c6 mau hét suc la
ky: dong @6, ryc 1én nhu mdt ngon lira.

Tir xa xim, Charlie nghe tiéng me n6 n6i: "Me liy tAm hinh lai nhé, Charlie?"
"Khong, chua dau..." Charlie thi thao.

Nhung c6 vé nhu tdm hinh khong con gi dé noi thém nita. Dira bé khoc hy hy mdt luc rdi ciing im bat. Ngudi dan 6ng am dam kia yén
ling nhin chdm chim vao chiéc may chup hinh, va con méo...? Hinh nhu né gir gir? Vi ngoai Maisie khua ndi niéu dn qué nén kho ma
nghe duoc tiéng gi khac.
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"Imngay!" NoiBone ra I¢nh. "Charlie n6 khong nghe dugc."

"Dlng la toan chuyén nhamnhi", Ngoai Maisie lau bau. "T6i khong hiéu sao ¢6 c6 thé ngdiira d6 vay, Amy, bao ba me chong do
hoi ctia ¢6 thoingay di. Charlie toi nghiép. N6 con bé ti. N6 chiang c¢6 dinh dang quai gi téi lii Yewbeamngd ngan 4y ca."

"No 12 madu mu1 cua ho ma." Me Charlie lang 1€ n6i. "Me khong thé bo qua chuyén 46 dau."
Ngoai Maisie dung 1a khong thé bo qua chuyén dé. Ngoai khép miéng lai thanh mot duong ké mong dinh.

Charlie hét sirc bdi rdi. Budi sang né van con la mot thang bé binh thudong. N6 khong hé bi ciy diia phép nao cham vao nguoi hay
g0 1én dau. N6 ciing khong bi dién giat hay té xe buyt, hay theo nhu n6 nhé 16 rang 1a n6 ciing khong an phai trai tio tim doc nao. Vay
ma bay gio, n6 lai nghe dugc nhiing giong noi phat ra tir mot tam hinh.

Pé trdn an me, Charlie bao, "Con nghiching cé gi dau. Tai con tuong twong ra thoi."

N6i Bone cti xubéng gan hon, thé phipho vao taino.

"Nghe lai d¢émnay. Moi thi s€ rd hon sau nita dém."

"Lic d6 n6 ngi 161, n6i cho ba biét!" Ngoai Maisie - ngudi ¢6 16 tai thinh nhu tho - kéu 1én. "Toan chuyén réc ruéi."
"Ha! Poi rdi biét!" Noi Bone vin lai. Roi ba bude di, dé lai mui long nio va bac ha khip trong nha bép.

"Lic ndy con ching nghe thdy gi dau." Charlie néi khi ba noi da di han.

"Chic khong?" Me nd bdn chdn, hoi.

"Thét. Con lamvay chi dé choc noiBone thdi ma." Charlie ¢d tu thuyét phuc minh 1an me.

"Charlie, chau hu that ddy!" Ngoai Maisie sung suéng kéu Ién, chém phap con dao phay vao cuc xuong ddy thit.
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Me Charlie thé phao nhe nhdm, mé to bao budi chiéu ra doc. Charlie ct tAm hinh vao phong bi. N6 cam théy kiét strc. Co I€ xem tivi
mot chut s& gitip nd thu gidn. Nhung né chua kip dtmg 1én thi chudng ctra di réo vang va tiéng ndi Bone hoi, "Benjamin Brown d6 ha
Charlie & trong bép. Nhé dé con Nam Dau ¢ ngoai d6."

"Hat Pau chir khong phai Nam Dau a", Benjamin dinh chinh, "Chau khong dé n6 ngoainay duogc dau. Troi dang mura."
"Cho khoai mua." NOi Bone noi.

Benjamin va con ché cua né xbc vao bép. Benjamin la mt théng bé dmnhach, guong mat xanh xao, toc mau rom u6t. Hat Pau 1a mot
con cho ta, mdmdai, 16ng cling mau romu6t. Vimot Iy do nao d6 ma Benjamin ludn bi tyi con trai khac tréu choc. Nguoi ta hay chom chia
d6 ciia no, x0 ddy n6 va cudinhao né. Charlie c6 giup ban nhung d6i khi danh bo tay. Thét ra, ¢6 luc Charlie nghi raing Benjamin ciing
khong nhan thiy minh 13 nan nhan. Cu cau séng trong thé gidi riéng ctia minh.

Con Hat Pau, nghe mii xwong la chay thing dén ngoai Maisie, liém liém hai mit c4 chan ba.
"Tranh ra!" Ngoai vira hét vang Ién, vira bung 16 mili con ché.

Benjamin héi Charlie, "Bd s& t6i du tiéc sinh nhat minh ch§?"

"Dinhién", Charlie dap, ot nhién cam théy ¢6 18i vé vu tAm thi€p.

"Tét, viminh m&i ¢ mot trd choi can ¢6 hai ngudi méi choi duge.”

Charlie nhan ra khong con ai khac c6 mit trong bira tiéc ciia Benjamin. Diéu nay cang khién né camthiy c6 16i hon nita. Con Hat
Dau bat dau u i, nhu thé n6 da doan ra rang minh s& khong thé xut hién trén tam thiép sinh nhat ctia Benjamin.

"Minh s€ tdi." Charlie hén ho noi.
N6 chua mua qua. C6 18 n6 s& phai chay U ra cira hang trude khi bat dau cudc sin ling cia minh. Nhung sin ling 13 san lung gi? Co

cai gi do dang choan giir tam tri ciia Charlie.
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Benjamin phén khoi ra:

"Pi dao véi Hat Bau khong?"

ny

Khi Charlie va Benjamin budc ra khdinha, ngoai Maisie hét theo cau gi do, dai loai vé chuyén an tdi, nhung gié manh théiu U trén
d4u hai dira, lai thém mot tiéng sdmnd dung, nhan chim 16 n6i cta ba. Con Hat Dau "éng" 1én mdt tiéng vibicdy dé quat vao mili mit

phat. Vi Charlie cudi ciing ciing mim cudi duge.

Hai thing bé va con ché chay 16c thc trong gi6, 1a bay ca vao mit chung, rdi méc lai trén 4o ngudi va 1ong cho. O ngoai troi thé nay
Charlie thdy d& chiu hon. C6 1& chuyén lic ndy la n6 tuong tuong that. Co I8 dung la n6 di khong nghe thay giong noi gi ca. Tat ca chi la
chuyén ngd ngén nao d6 ma né tu lam cho minh tin, 1di ndi Bone lai khuyén khich né, lamngoai Maisie kho6 chiu va me n6 lo léng.

"Pung. Toan 1a rac rudi." N6 khoai chi thét 1én.
"La nira," Benjamin thém vao. N6 nghi Charlie dang néi vé damrac dang bi gi6 thdi trén duong.
"U, 14 nita." Charlie ngdmnga. N6 thiy mot to béo bay vé phia minh lién gio chan ra chin lai.

Nhung t& bao bt ngd bay vong 1én theo mdt con gi6 rdi tw quén quanh bung Charlie. Khi Charlie 16i to béo ra thi mt tim hinh trén
trang nhat dap ngay vao mat no.

Mot anh chang trong vé ti€u nhan dimg trén may bac cap ciia mdt toa nha mau xdm. Grong mat anh ta dai, nhon, véi mot ti ria lin
phin moc phia trén cdi méi méng dinh. Téc den, ché ngdi gilra, it timra sau thanh cai dudingua.

"Gi thé?" Benjamin hoi.
"Mt anh chang théi," Charlie dap, nhung né ngo ring ddy khong phai la mot anh chang bt ky nao.
Benjamin cui dAu, ti vao canh tay Charlie, doc: "Manfred Bloor, 17 tudi, duoc ciru séng trong vu hod hoan tai Hoc vién Bloor ngay
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hém qua. Manfred n6i rdng cu that may min con séng sot".
"Khéng, khong phai." Charlie hon hén.

"Bo bao khong phai, nghia 1a sao?" Benjamin hoi lai.

An

"Khong phai anh ta n6i thé," Charlie thi thim. Va dot nhién n6 ngdi bét ra dat, dua lung vao tuong.
Td bao trai dai trén canh tay, Charlie thit kinh vi nhitng 15 1an lugt bo ra tir birc hinh.

"Aid6 sé& phaitra gia cho chuyén nay."

"Sao bd ¢ thé..." Benjamin md miéng dinh néi.

Charlie kéu 1én, "Im coi, Ben. Minh dang ling nghe."

"Nghe cai gi?"

"Suyt!"

Khi Charlie nhin chim chim vao Manfred Bloor, n6 nghe thiy c6 rat nhiéu tiéng la to, va rdi giong mdt phu nit néi bat 1én khoi
nhiing tiéng noikhac:

"Cau dang budc tdiai do, phai khong Manfred?"

"Pung vay!" Mot giong ndi khan khan dap lai.

"Sao céu lai nghi day khong phai la mt tainan?"

Lai giong no6i khan khan. "T6ikhong phaila dd ngu. Po 1a Iy do."

Mot ngudi dan 6ng no6i: "Poi ciru hoa cho chung ta biét c6 mdt cdy nén bi chay bung Ién. Cac 6ng ba khong tin sao?"
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"Pu r6i!" Nguoindicau ndy co giong nodirit sdu dén rgn xuong. Charlie danh roito bao. To bao cudn bay ra xa roi roi tdm vao trong
mang x01i.

"Charlie, chuyén gi vay?" Benjamin ndn ndng héi.
Charlie thoi dai thuot. N6 bao, "Minh nghe thiy nhiing giong noi."

"0, thoi di. Giong néi kiéu gi?" Benjamin t&i ngdi sat bén Charlie. Con Hat Dau nép minh bén Benjamin. Benjamin khong bao gio va
chua bao gio noi, "do 1a chuyén rac rudi, vé van". N6 coi moi thir trén doi la nghiém tac hét, didu nay khong phai lac nao ciing do.

Charlie ké cho Benjamin nghe v& birc hinh con Hat Pau bi nhidmthanh hinh mot ong dm dtra bé.
Charlie riu rau, "Péang 1& di c6 mot tim thiép sinh nhat bat ngo cho bo. Gidr thi khong con nira. Minh xin 161."
"Khéng sao, khong sao. Ké tiép chuyén timhinh di." Benjamin héo htc.

Charlie giai thich ring né di nghe thiy nhimng tiéng n6i khi nhin vao ngudi dan 6ng va dira bé; tham chi con nghe dira bé khoc va
tiéng con méo kéu ru ru.

"Ky quai." Benjamin thi tham.

"Minh d4 ¢6 ty nhu 1a do minh tuéng tugng ra thoi." Charlie noi, "Nhung khi thay to bao thi chuyén d6 lai xay ra. Minh nghe duoc
céc phong vién phong vén caianh c6 hinh trén trang nhat. Minh ciing nghe dugc ca giong néi ciia anh ta nita. Nghe c6 vé ban tién va
quy quyét lim. Rilai c6 ai d6 néi, 'Bu rdi! ', d6 1a giong n6i gémnhit minh dwoc nghe trong doi."

Benjamin run ray. Con Hat Pu tru 1én ra diéu ddng cam.
Hai dtra ngdi d0, vai ké vai, trén via hé u6t at, khong biét phai lam gi. Gié thdi la cay tdp vao chung. Sémnd 4mi xa xa.

Troi bit dau d6 mua. Con Hat Dau huych khuy tay Benjamin, rén u . N6 ghét bi uét. Va rdi, cung lic véi tiéng sam dinh tai, mot
ngudidan ong hién ra sing siing ngay trudc mit bon nhéoc. Ong ta mic 4o mua, mai toc wot dinh bét thanh mot mang den ram.
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"Troi mua," ngudidan ong thong bao. "Hai dira bay khong dé y thiy sao?"
Charlie nhin 1én va kéu to kinh ngac:
"Ong cau Paton!"

C)ng cdu Paton 12 emtrai cia ndi Bone, 6ng nhé hon ba hai muoi tudi va hoan toan khong hop nhau. C)ng cdu Paton séng mot cudc
doi bi hiém, tham chi an ciing khong dn chung v&i moi ngudi. Ong khong bao gid ra ngoai vao ban ngay.

"( nha moi nguoi dang truy ling may," Ong cau Paton bao Charlie.

Charlie va Benjamin dung day, lc lic d6i cang té nhir. Day 1a diéu bat thuong thir ba xay ra trong ngay homnay. Trdi chua du t5i ma
Ong cau Paton dam liéu ra ngoai.

Charlie tw hoi c6 chuyén gi xdy ra ma gdy nén hanh dong quyét liét dén nhu vay.
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Chuwong 2

Nhirng Ba Cé Nha Yewbeam

That kho ma chay theo kip 6ng cau Paton. Ong ludt gi6 xé mua ma di, nhu thé trén hong ciing c6 mot cip bot vay.
T
"Minh chua bao gid thdy 6ng ciu ra ngoai ban ngay ca," Benjamin thd hdn hén. "Ong 4y hoi ky di ha?"

"Hoi hoi," Charlie dong tinh, nhung van hoi s so ngudi 6ng ky di ciia minh. N6 héi ca 1én vi ong cau Paton d3 cham dén nhiing bac
cAp nha sb 9.

Benjamin 16t lai ding sau. N6 nhong goi Charlie, "Cé chuyén gi trong gia dinh bd rdi. Hy vong ngay mai bd van dén du sinh nhat
minh."

"Khéng gingin dugce minh dau," Charlie vira néi vira chay téi chd 6ng cau.

"Khong cho cho vao," Ong cau Paton ndi, ngay luc Bejamin va con Hat Bau bamkip ho.
"Oi, lam on ma 6ng?" Benjamin nai ni.

"Homnay khong duoc," Ong cau Paton cuong quyét. "Pay la chuyén gia dinh. Vé nha di."

"Thoi dugc, chao nhé Charlie." Benjemin 1€ budc ra di, theo sau la con Hat Pau vai tai cup, dudi cup lung l?mg tha gitta hai céng.
Trong thuc hét sirc hén ha.
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Ong c4au Paton dan Charlie vao nha bép rdi bién mét Ién lau.

Charlie thdy me va hai ba noi ba ngoai ngdi bén ban an. Ngoai Maisie trong c6 vé phién 1ong, nhung mdt nu cudi bi hiém lai dau trén
modindi Bone. Me Charlie bon chdn khudy tach ca phé. Charlie khong thé hiéu ndisao me lai khudy nhu thé, me n6 vén khong udng
dudng ma.

"Ngéi xuéng, Charlie," Noi Bone ra 1énh ¢ nhu nhu sép stra trinh bay mdt viéc hoan toan vi lgi ich cua né.
"Pimg dé nha Yewbeam dit miii chau nghe chua!" Ngoai Maisie thi tham, cdm tay Charlie, v5 v4.

Charlie hoi, "C6 chuyén givay a?"

"Cac ba c6 nha Yewbeamsip dén," Me no dap.

"Sao thé?" Charlie thic méc.

Cac ba c6 Yebeam ttc 1a ba ngudi em chua chdng cua noi Bone. Charlie chi gip ho vao Giang sinh, va n6 da hinh thanh mot 4n
tugng rﬁng ho that vong v& n6 siu sic. Ho cu dé lai nhitng mén qua ky quac, dai loai nhu hop but v€, nhac cu, mit na, 4o choang, tham
chica mot 16 nhitng hoa chat. N6 thdy chang c6 mon nao trong s6 d6 co ich ti ti gi. Van dé Ia n6 thich bong dé va tivi.

Noi Bone nhoai ngudi qua ban. Mét quéc 1én ddy bi mat.

"M4y cb emcua ta sip dén day dé kiém tra con ddy, Charlie. Néu thiy ring con ximg dang - c¢6 nghia 1a con ¢6 phép thuat, nhu ta
van ngd dy - thi ho s& cung cdp tién cta cin thiét dé gai con dén Hoc vién Bloor.

"Con? Pén Bloor?" Charlie thit kinh. "Chd dé danh cho bon thién tai ma!"

"Pung lo, cung. Chau s€ thirdt cho coi," ngoai Maisie noi chic nich. Ba dung Ién, 1Am bam, "Di nhién lai cai than gia Maisie nay
phailo chuén bi dé don tiép miy Mu Ham chtr gi? Khong biét tai sao toi lai phai lo ling thé chu."

"S& ¢ mot bita téi don 1én dii cac ba ¢d", me Charlie giai thich. Nhitng dao nia bac dep nhét, nhiing dd pha 1 tinh xdo nhét, nhiing
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dd str quy gia s& dwoc mang tir hAm chira Ién, dit trong cai phong an gia lanh - mdt cin phong chi dung vao nhiing dip cc ba ¢d nha
Yewbeam dén. Ngoai Maisie dang rd dong ga, ca va may mon khac ¢ trdi ma biét, ¢b that le hét stc.

Vi tin chic rang minh s& khong thé nao qua dugc cudc kiémtra ciia cac ba o, nén Charlie khong théy lo ling gi. N6 nhé lai minh d3
timg ¢ gang thé nao dé vé mdt birc tranh ting ho nhung thét bai thé tham. Roi nd di vo vong dén mirc nao trong viéc choi vi cam, thdi
s40, gay dan hap hay danh piano. No ciing timg deo dong mit na ho cung cip: mit na thu, mit na hé, cudp bién, cao bdi, ngudi ngoai
hanh tinh, nhung loay hoay thé nao ciing chira duoc dung thing Charlie Bone. Cubi ciing né danh thira nhan rang minh khong c6 tai
phép.

Cho dén khi chd cac ba ¢6 nha Yewbeam dén, Charlie khong thiy so nhu déng ra n6 phaiso.

Benjamin, trai lai, hét stic lo sg. Charlie 14 ban than nhat ctia n6, ban duy nhét ciia né. Bat clr viée gi xdy ra véi Charlie déu sé& gian
tiép xay ra voino. Co nhing bién ¢b mang diém go dang tién dén gan thing ban than ciia n6. Benjamin ngdi bén cira sd phong ngu nha
minh, theo ddi cdn nha ciia Charlie. Khi bong dém d6 xubng, dén duong bimg Ién, thi trong ngdi nha phia sau cay dé, 4nh sang nhép nha
nhép nhay: du6i ting hdm, trén gac mai va trong tit ca nhitng phong nga. Chuyén gi dang xay ra vay?

Gi6 th6éi manh Ién. Sdmung oang, chdp loa loa. Co nghia la bao dang & ngay trén dau. Benjamin bam lay con Hat Pau, va con ché to
gidu mit vo dng tay 4o cua Benjamin.

Puong phé lic nay ving tanh, ngoai trir ba bong ngudi md 0. Khi ba cai bong tién dén gan, mot hang du den che simsup hét, chi
chura lai nhiing cai la ciia ba chiéc 40 khoac den va sau chiéu ung: bén chiéc mau den va hai chiéc mau do. Mic cho gi6 giat, ho van
chuyén dong theo nhip diéu la ling, nhu thé dang co khiéu vii bén dudinhing tan du rong. Pung nhu Benjamin lo sg, ba bong ngudi
dimg lai bén cdy dé. Roiho leo 1én nhitng bac tam cap vo nha Charlie.

Lan d4u tién trong doi, Benjamin vui mimg ring minh khong phai la Charlie Bone.

Trong nha sé 9, ban ghé da don xong, nhimng khuc cii dm chdy 4mi trong 10 sudi. Khi chudng ctra reng, Charlie dugc phai ra mé cira.
Ba ba ¢6 nha Yebeam lut vo. Ho dam dam chan xudng san nha lat gach bong, lic lic nhiing chiéc du uét, quing nhiing 4o choang vt
qua hanh lang, dau 1én ngudi Charlie, nhu thé né 1a mot cai mic ao vay.
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"Nhit Ién chir, thang kia!" Ba ¢6 Lucretia ra Iénh trong khi Charlie ving vay bén dudi mé vai voc uét siing. "Pay 1a 16ng chudt chiii
quy chd co6 phai gié rach dau!"

"Nao, ding cdc cin thé chir, Lucretia!" Ba ¢ Fustacia nhé nhe.
"Charlie c6 mot bi mat sip ké cho chiing ta nghe, dung khong con?"
"Da," Charlie lam bam.

"Pung mic c& nita. " Ba ¢6 Wenetia, tré nhit, udn eo di lai gﬁn no.
"Chiing ta mudn biét moi chuyén."

"Nha Yewbeam, vo day, vo day!" Noi Bone goi vdira tir phong an.

Ba ba c6 oai vé budc qua ngudng cira: Lucretia, 16n tudi nhat, di diu. Venetia tré nhat, di cubi. Giat ldy nhing ly rugu x-ri tir tay noi
Bone, ho ngdi tum quanh c4i o sudi leo Iét, giii gili nhiing chiéc vay udt, vé v4 nhitng mé toc day. Toc Lucretia tring nhu tuyét, toc
Eustacia mau mudi tiéu, toc Venetia van con den nhanh, quin quanh diu nhu d6i canh qua.

Charlie Iui lai, chay tot ra nha bép, noime né va ngoai Maisie dang ban ron nau nuong.
Me né6 diu dang:
"Con mang xup v6 dugc chu, Charlie?"

Charlie khong mudn ng6ingoai d6 mdt minh véicac ba c6 nha Yewbeam, nhung trong me n6 c6 vé néong nuc va mét Iir, nén me bao
gind lamnay.
Liéu xip ning chich. Charlie cam giac nhiing tia mat sdng quic ctia cac ba ¢6 nha Yewbeambam theo sau né doc quanh céi ban an

dai. No dat liéu xap 1én mot tam 16t dia r6i chay di ldy to, trudc khindi Bone kip kéu ca vé may giot xip song ra ngoai.

Khi tit ca moi thir d4 san sang, ndi Bone rung 1én mot hoi chudng ma Charlie cho 1 hét sirc ngé ngan. Moi ngudi ai ma chang thay
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thirc an da don ca 1én ban rdi. N6 hoi:
"Sao nha ta lai cin chudng vay?"
"Truyén thong," Noi Bone cau kinh. "Véi lai mili Paton khong ngiri dugc."
"Nhung 6ng cau Paton c6 bao gi¢ &n chung véichung ta dau!"
"Hon nay," ndi Bone nhan manh, "ong 4y s& an."

"Va vy d6 s& chdmhét." Ngoai Maisie noi, cudi toe toét, nhung cai cudi héo ua ngay khibdn ba kia quay sang nhin ngoai chong
choc.

Cau Paton budc vo, trong c6 vé buc boi, va bita an bit du. Ngoai Maisie diing da ¢b hét stc, nhung muoi phtt 13 hoi ngz‘in dé ché
bién mot bita dn ¢ cai gi d6 cho ddc dao. Xp mén chat, thit ga bi kho, banh nuéng nhén thit trong am dam, nhao nhoét. Nhung khong ai
phan nan gi. Moingudi dn nhanh chong va théat tinh.

Ngoai Maisie va me Charlie don ban. Ong cau Paton va Charlie phu mot tay. Ba dén gio lam bai sat hach. Charlie phat hién ra me nd
khong duogc c6 mit. N6 noi:

"Con s& khong v6 d6 dau néu khong c6 me! Con khong vo dau!"

Me nd bao:

"Charlie, con phai v6. Nha Yewbeam c6 nhiéu tién. Me khong c6 gica."
Ngoai Maisie th¢ dai:

"Toi that vong qua vi dén ¢ ciing mubn Charlie di hoc cai truong 16 bich d6."
"Vi cha nd," me Charlie dap.
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Ngoai Maisie liém mbi, khong noi gi nira.

Ba Charlie mét rdi, véy sao viéc nay lai quan trong dén vay? Me n6 co € sé€ chéng no6igicho nd biét, chi d.'fly nhe né vé phia phong
an, va no divo.

"Chau mudn me chau & day, néu khong chau s& khong lam dau," Charlie noi.

Ba c6 Venetia lién tréu no ngay, "Oi chao, bi chao, co théng bé doime kia!"

Ba c6 Lucretia lanh ling, "Con nit méi doi me kiéu ay, 16n rdi nha Charlie. Pay 1a viéc nha Yewbeam. Chung ta khong muén bi rdi tri."
Lic nay Ong cdu Paton tinh 1én di, nhung ba chi ca goi gidt ong lai:

"Paton, ciu cin & day. Lam bén phén ciia minh mot 1An di xemnao."

Charlie bi 4n ngdi vé mot bén ban, di dién voi bén ba. Ong cau Paton ngdi & cudi ban. Charlie ty hoi khong biét ho s& sat hach n6
bﬁng cach nao day. Coi b khong c6 nhac cy, ciing khong c6 mit na hay co v€ ¢ trén ban. N6 cho doi con moi ngudi thi domno.

Ba ¢6 Lucretia dot nhién thic méc:

"Thang bé moi dau ra cai tht toc nay nhi?"

"Bén nha me nd," ndi Bone gidi thich. "Diung 1a mjt théng moi xr Wales." Ba n6i, twa hd nhu khong c6 mat Charlie & d6 vay.
"A...," ca baba co cung thd dai, chan chuong.

Ba ¢6 Lucretia luc loi trong mdt céi tai da to xu. Cudi cung ba 16i ra mot goi gidy mau ndu thit day den. Ba thao soi day va cai goi mo
bung ra, dé 16 mot xép hinh trong nhu dd cb.

Noi Bone day cai goi qua phia Charlie, nhitng tdm hinh trai rong ra khip ban.

"Chau lam gi v6i my cai nay?" Charlie hoi ma biét thira ho mudn no lam gi.
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Cac ba c6 mim cuoi dong vién.

Charlie ciu nguyén cho dimng co gi xy ra, cdu sao cho né c6 thé liéc bo suu tap bui bamnay modt cai rdi ngoanh dingay, truéc khi
nghe thiy nhimng giong no6i. Nhung, nhin thoang qua mdt cai, n6 da biét nhitng ngudi trong hinh dang gay ra bao nhiéu tiéng én: Ho choi
dan - ho cam, dwong cam, vi cam. Ho khiéu vii, hat cudi dua. Charlie gia bd nhu khong nghe. N6 thir day xip hinh vé phia ba ¢6 Lucretia.
Ba day tr6 lai no.

"Con nghe thay gi, Charlie?" Noi Bone hoi.

"Khéng thiy gia," Charlie dap.

"Coi nao, Charlie, ¢b 1én," ba c¢6 Venetia giuc.

"Va dimg c6 néi déi ddy," ba c6 Eustacia nhic nho.

"Khong thi ching tao s& lam may khoc thét Ién bay giv," ba c6 Lucretia gam gir.

Cau noi d6 khién Charlie tirc gian. N6 s& khong khoc thét 1én vi bat cir ai. N6 ddy my tAm hinh ra xa rdi néi:
"Chéu khong nghe gi."

Ba ¢6 Lucretia ddy lai:

"Khong nghe thiy gi chir. May phai n6i 'khong nghe thiy gi, chtr khong phai khong nghe gi. Ngit phép dé dau ha, thang kia.
Khoéng ai day may a?"

"R4 rang no6 can phdi vo Hoc vién," ba c6 Eustacia nhén xét.

"Chi can nhin v6 miy tdm hinh thoi ma, Charlie cung!" Ba c6 Webetia ngot ngao. "Nhin mot phat thoi, va néu khong c6 gi xay ra thi
chiing ta s& dé con yén, xong rdi chung ta..." (Ba viy nhimg ngon tay tring dai) "... tan bién luon."

"Thoéidugc," Charlie hdm huc déng y.
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N6 nghiné cé thé thoat khoi vu nay - chi can nhin vé miy bic hinh va bo ngoai tai nhitng 4m thanh. Nhung dau dugc. Tiéng hd
cam, duong cim, giong nit cao hat Opera chen lin nhimg tiéng cudi ri 1én ta vo tai nd, tran ngdp ca cin phong. Cac ba c¢o dang néi gi do
v6ind ma né chi thly moi ho mip may, chir khong thé nghe duge 10 nao giita bé huyén nao d& s¢ cua miy tdm hinh.

Cudi cung Charlie chup miy tdm hinh va quing manh di, guc mit xuéng ban. Khong gian im ling d6t ngdt qua 1a su xoa diu tuyét
voi. Cac ba nhin né chim cham, ling & nhung déc thing.

Ba c6 Wenetia 1a ngudi ddu tién cét tiéng:
"Thay chua, dau dén ndi phai khong Charlie?"

Charlie nhan ra n6 da mac bay. Trong tuong lai, n6 can phai dé chimg ba c¢6 Venetia. RS rang 1a ba ta quy quai hon may ba chi ciia
minh. Charlie dau khé hoi:

"Tat ca nhitng nguoi d6 1a ai vay?"

"Té tién cua chau ddy, Charlie," Ba ¢6 Lucretia dap. "Dong miu Yewbeam chay trong huyét quan ho va ca trong huyét quan chau,
thiang cu thong minh 4." Thai d6 ciia ba da thay d6i hoan toan. Nhung ba Lucretia khi d& thuong ciing dang so khong thua gi khi ba
Lucretia hiém doc.

"Gidr con di duoc 16i d6, Charlie," ndi Bone néi. "Chung ta can ban luan doi chuyén. Thu xép chuyén twong lai cho con."

Charlie nghe thdy dugc di thi mimg qua. N6 nhdm déy, budc ngay ra cira. Trén duong di, no bit gip gwong mit ciia 6ng cau Paton,
trong c6 vé u & va xa vang, khién né tu hoi tai sao 6ng di khong néi ldy mot 1o nao sudt thoi gian c6 mat trong phong. Ong cau Paton
cudinhe v&iné mot cai rdinhin di chd khac.

Charlie v§i va ra nha bép, noi ngoai Maisie va me n6 dang nén noéng cho két qua cudc sat hach. N6 rau ri loan béo:

"Con nghicon déu roi."
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Ngoai Maisie thur ngudi ra, noi:

"Um, ngoai ciing nghi vay. Lic niy ngoai tudng con thoat dugc vu d6 chd, Charlie. Lai miy cai 4m thanh d6 ha?"
Charlie gat dau trong thé tham. Ngoai Maisie lic dau:

"Bon Yewbeam dién 10."

Tuy nhién, me Charlie khong dén ndi qua budn. C6 bao:

"Hoc vién s& tt cho con."

Charlie gidy nay:

"Khéong. Con khong mudn di dau. Chd cii ki chan phéo d6 cho bon thién tainé ¢. Con khong hop. O tubt dau kia thanh phé, con
dau quen ai ¢ do. Néu con khong chiu di thi sao, me?"

Me n6 néi, khoat tay tro khip nha bép:
"Néu con khong chiu di... tt ca nhitng thir nay s& bién mat."

Charlie stmg s&. VAy cac ba ¢6 ciia n6 1a phil thily sao? Lim sao ma nha cira bién mét chi bang mot cai vy diia phép, hay vy cai
du? N6 hoi lai:

"Y me ndila cainha co thé bién luon?"

"Khéng hin vay," me né néi. "Nhung cudc sdng cia chung ta s& thay d6i. Ngoai Maisie va me khong c6 gi ca. Khong ca mot hat
dau. Khiba Lyell ciia con qua doi, ching ta séng nho vao long thuong ctia nha Yewbeam. Ho cung cép tAt ca moi thtr. Ho mua nha, thanh
toan cac hoa don. Me xin 161, Charlie, nhung con phdidihoc ¢ trudng Bloor néu nhu ho mudn thé."

Charlie cam thiy hét strc mét moi.
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"Thoi duogc, gid con dingu day."

N6 d3 quén khudy cai phong bi mau cam, nhung khi vé giuong, né thay cai phong bida namtrén gdi. Hin me n6 da phai giai ciru cai
phong bi khoi déng d6 an va chén dia trén ban. Charlie quyét dinh s& khong danh thém gidy nao nita dé nhin nguoi dan 6ng dmdira bé.

Ngay main6 s& mang thang ra tiém hinh Kwik d6i ldy hinh con Hat Dau.

Khi me dén chuc ngi ngon, Charlie niu me ngdi lai trén giwong dé tra 161 miy cau hoi cia nd. Cam thiy minh ximg dang dugc biét
thém vé ban than trudce khi dit chan vo truong Bloor, n6 héi:

"Trudce tién, con mudn biét that su didu gidd xay ra vdiba con. Me ké lai cho con nghe di."

"Me da ké cho con bao nhi€u lan r6i con gi, Charlie. Troi day swong mu. Ba con mét moi lai xe chéch khoi duong va lao xuong ham
da sdu mot tram mét."

"Tai sao minh khong c6 hinh ciia ba? Khong ¢ ldy mot timnao."
Mot thoang toi sam lu6t qua guong mit me.

"C6 chir. Nhung mot hom, khi me di vang, thi tat ca hinh bién méit. Ngay ca birc nho xiu me 16ng trong mit da hinh tréi tim ciing bién
luon."

Charlie chua bao gio nghe chuyén nay.

"Sao lai thé?" N6 hoi.

Cudi cung me danh ké cho n6 nghe su that vé nha Yewbeam - ho di hoang hét ra sao khi Lyell yéu Amy Jones, mot c6 gai binh
thuong, ching co tainang gi xudt ching. Tomlai 1a khong ¢ phép thuat.

Nha Yewbeam cAm hai nguoi 1§y nhau. Luét 1é nha Yewbeam ¢ xua va nghiémngat. Phu nit ¢ thé cudi nguoi ho chon, nhung dan
ong nha Yewbeam chi duoc cudi mot ¢d gai cé phép la nao d6. Lyell da pha luat. Anh va Amy Jones chay chdn qua Mexico cudinhau.

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

Me Charlie thé dai, noi tiép:

"Ba me c6 mOt ky tring mét tuyét voi. Nhung khi vé dén nha, me biét ring ba con rat lo ling. RSt cudc ba khong thé thoat khoi ho.
Ba Iudn phaingoainhin lai sau lung, trdn chay nhiing cdibong theo dudi. ROi mot démmu suong, khi con dugc hai tudi, ba con nhan
duge mot cu dién thoai. Mot trat triéu hoi, diing vay. Noi Bone bénh, ba con phai vé ngay. Cho nén ba lai xe hoi di va... lao xubng ham
da."

Me Charlie nhin trén trin vo khoang khong mat mot lic, lam bam:

"Hom d6 ba con la im, khong phai la ba nita. C6 mdt cai gi d6 d3 xay ra. Ctr nhu ba bi émbua vay."

Rdicod quét mot giot nude mét:

"Me khong nghi trong ndi Bone c6 ldy mot go-ram tinh yéu nao. D6i voi nhitng ngudi trong nha Yewbeam, viéc Lyell chét chi la két
thuc mot giai doan xui x¢o. Nhung ho lai quan tdm dén con, Charlie. Biét d4u con lai co phép thisao? Ho nhén ra phai chimséc con cho
dén khi biét con c6 phép khong. Cho nén ho cho me mdt cin nha, cho ngoai Maisie séng chung. Sau d6 n6i Bone dén. Dé canh chimg
chiing ta ma. Rdi téi ong cau Paton, bdi vi... a... me nghi chic tai ong iy khong ¢ chd nao khac dé ¢. Me biét on tat ca moi thir, cho dén
khi tit ca ddm hinh bién mét. D6 1a diéu me khong thé hiéu ndi. Dinhién ndi Bone noila noi khong hé dong dén chiing."

Charlie ling nghe ciu chuyén ctia me 16i lap rap cac sy kién lai voi nhau. N6 lam bam:

"Con biét visao tt ca hinh cua ba bién mét rdi. Noi Bone khong mudn con nghe thiy diéu ba con can phainéi."
"Nhung Charlie, lic d6 con mdi ¢ hai tudi. Luc 4y ndi khong hé biét con c6 cai tai ky cuc 1a nghe duoc tiéng néi."
"Nhung néi doan dugce," Charlie noi. "Trong dong ho thé nao ciing ¢6 ngudinhu vy roi."

Vé mit nghiém trong ctia n6 kién me no phi cudi. C6 hon né va bao né dumng lo ling vé nha Yewbeamnira. "Va ciling dimg lo ling gi
vu Hoc vién Bloor. Du gi thi ngay xua ba con hoc & d6 rama."

"Ba c6 tai phép chir me?"
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"0, ¢6 chir," me né néikhira dén cira. "Nhung khong phai nhu kiéu cta con, Charlie 4. Ba khong c6 phép. Ba 1a mot nhac cong.”

Khi me di rdi, Charlie trdn troc khong sao ngu duge. Co qua nhiéu thir ngdn ngang trong dau n6. Qua la khong yén 6n ndi khinghi
minh lai Ia con chau ciia mdt dong ho ky quai nhu vay. N6 mudn biét nhidu hon. Nhidu hon nita. Nhung bét diu tir dau bay gio? C6 I8
Ong cau Paton s& cung cip vai cau tra 16i. Xemra 6ng khong lanh ling bang gia nhu nhimng ba chi ciia minh.

Bio di ngimg. Mua ciing théi roi. Gio dimg lai va dong hd nha thd 16n gd chudng nira dém. Pén hdi chudng thir muoi hai, bat thinh
linh, Charlie cam thay ngat thd. C6 céi gi 6 xy ra trong nd. Clir nhu la n6 dang di qua mot khoanh khac giita sy song va cai chét. N6 nghi
dén Lyell, nguoi cha ma n6 khong sao nhd ra noi.

Caikhoanh khac d6 tr6i qua, va Charlie thdy minh tinh nhu séo0, nhung bon chdn. Vai phut sau, nd nghe tiéng 6ng cau Paton cot két
dixudng ciu thang, vd nha bép luc dd an. Tir bé t&i Ion, Charlie von da quen véi sungao du démhom ciia ong ciu Paton. Vide d6 dém
nao ciing ldmné thirc gide, nhung thuong né chi trd minh mot cai rdi ngu lai ngay. Pémnay n6 nhay ra khoi givdng, mic quan 4o vo.

Khi 6ng ciu roi khoinha, Charlie ron rén di xudng lau, bam theo. trudc gio né van mudn lam diéu nay nhung khong bao gio c6 gan
lam. Téi nay thikhac, n6 camthéy ty tin va dut khoat. Ong cau Paton di le qua. Luc Charlie vira kép cira trude, rang that nhe nhang, thi
ong cau Paton da queo khuit goc phd. Ep sat minh vo nhiing ngdinha, Charlie chay téi cudi duong.

Ong cau Paton ding lai nhin ra sau. Charlie v6i thu minh vé mot goc tdi. Con dudng ma ho méi queo vo duoc thip sang bang nhimng
béng dén nho hinh qua chudng, toa anh sang diu 1én mit duong rai s6i udt. O day, cdy cdi moc sat nhau hon, nhing birc tudng ciing cao
hon. Pung 14 mdt noi im ing, huyén bi.

Ong cau Paton di tiép, nhung nhiing sai chan cua ong, lac trudc gap gap diy chu dich, gio dd nhu dao bo thanh thoi. Nhay coc tir
than cdy nay t6i than cay kia, ching miy chdc Charlie da chi cach 6ng cdu co vai budc.

Mot con gi6 rung minh rit qua tai Charlie va n6 bdng tu hoi liéu cudc bam got nira démnay cua minh s& dua dén dau. Rt cudc ong
cau Paton van chua hoa thanh ma ca rdng hay bién thanh ngudi s6i. Co thé dng chi thiy sung sudng khi dugc & trong bong dém ma thoi.
Charlie dang dinh quay lai, tim duong vé nha thi bdng nhién 6ng cau Paton dimg phit lai. Ong dung cach mdt cot dén chimg mot mét, va
tlr 6ng phat ra tiéng vo vo kiéu gi d6 rat la. Chinh xic thi khong phai tiéng vo vo, vi Charlie khong thé nghe 15 dugc. Pung hon la mdt cam
gidc vo vo, nhu thé khong khi quanh ong ngap tran mdt thir imnhac khong tiéng dong.
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Anh sang tir bong dén bdng ruc sang hon, sang 16a dén ndi Charlie gin nhu khong nhin thing v6 né duge. Thé rdi mot tiéng "cric"
bé xiu, bong dén v tan, nhitng manh thity tinh sang 16a roi la ta xuéng dat. Charlie ha hdc miéng kinh ngac. N6 dui mit. Khong chimg dé
chila mdt sy tring hop ngiu nhién: c6 thé diing ic 6ng ciu n6 dung d6 thi bong dén nong qua, thuy tinh khong chiu duge ma vo ra
thoi.

C)ng céau Paton budc tiép va Charlie di theo, vin nup sau nhiing than cay. Khi téi mot ct dén nira, ong cdu chambudc lai, nhung lan
nay, mic du bong dén tré nén sang 16a dit doi, 6ng van bude ngang qua trude khi cai bong thity tinh v tan. Roi sau d6, khong hé quay

dau lai, 6ng noi:

"Taisao laibamtheo ta?"
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Chuong 3

Nhirng Con Méo Lira

Charlie té cimg ngudi. N6 khong ngd da bi Ong céu trong thiy. Nhung rdi cau héi kia lai vang 1én, "Charlie, tai sao may lai bam theo
ta?"

C

Tur sau mot than cdy, Charlie budc ra.

"Sao Ong cdu biét?" N6 li nhi.

Ong cdu Paton quay lai nhin né.

"Néu dung nhu may dang nghi, thi ta tra 1o ludn: ta khong c6 mit sau gay."
"Khong, con khong nghithé," Charlie n6i. "Nhung limsao Ong ciu biét?"

"Nhoc, ta thdy may ngay lic queo & goc duong. That ra ta ciing ¢ doan trude. Ta nghi may ciing kho ma ngii dugc sau budi toi hai
hung vira roi."

Ong cau Paton cudi nhéch mép.
"Taiphép cua Ong cdu d6 ha?" Charlie hoi. "Kich sang bong dén dy?"

"Pang khing qué phai khong? Ta hoi may chir cai tro d6 dugce tich sy gi? Gia may dung thay thi hon."
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Ong c4u Paton ngdm nghia miy ngon tay chéc khoe ciia minh:

"Nao, dwa may vé thoi. Tdinay ta lam di rdi."

Ong namtay Charlie va ca hai cung di vé nha.

Charlie nhin thdy mot khia canh méi ciia Ong cau. Nao c6 miy nguoi chi can dimg d6 thoi ma kich dugc bong dén. Pling ra, theo
nhu né biét, thi trude nay chua c6 ai lam dugc diéu nay. Bén dién hét stre cin cho cudc séng v& dém ctia mdt thanh phé. Ong cau Paton

hin di c6 lac tung hoanh dudi phé - noi ma anh dén lap lanh va ruc 1 tir bé.

"Pi bao gio Ong cau... im... Ong céu lam nhu vira ndy v&inhiéu bong dén cung luc chwa?" Charlie hoi. "Tinhu ¢ nha hat, rap chiéu
béng hay I3 quan rugu dy?"

Mit mot lac, Charlie nghila Ong cau Paton khong tra 10i, va I8 ra n6 khong nén hoi, thi 6ng bong lam bam:

"C9, cach day lau roi. Ta da lam didu d6 vimot c6 gai."

"Uil Chic cb 4y ngac nhién m?"

"C6 4y chay mét," Ong ciu Paton budn rudi ruoi, "va khong bao gio noi chuyén vdi ta nira."

"Con hiéu rdi. Vay Ong cdu ra dudng ban ngay khong an toan hon sao? Y con 1a, ban ngay thi khéng c6 nhiéu dén sang."

"Hir! May gion chic," Ong céu néi. "Mit tién cira tiémnao ma cha c6 dén trung hang. Pau dau ciing c6 dén. Va lai ban ngay ngudi
ta s& trong thiy ta. Ngoai ra, ciing thanh théi quen roi. Ching qua ta khong thich anh sang ban ngay nén khong muén phoira thoi."

Ho vé dén cira nha s6 9, va Charlie voi va tréo lai Ién giwong trudce khi c6 ai d6 trong nha thuc gidc. No thiép di ngay tirc thiva mo
thay Ong céu Paton kich dén trén moi vi sao, cho dén khi tit ca nd tung, hét nhu phao bong.

Sang ra, Charlie tinh gidc véi cam giac bt rat kho chiu. Du thich hay khong, ching bao lau nita né s& phai vé Hoc vién Bloor. Chi
nghi thé thoi di khién né phat bénh. C6 lim ca bita sang n6 ciing chi nudt dwoc mot lat banh mi nuéng. N6 ciing khong hé dung téi mon
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tring va thit xong kh6i ma ngoai Maisie da dat trudc mat.

"Thang nho lo day. Pung khong, con?" Ngoai Maisie chéc ludi. "Cainha Yewbeam khon kho 4y. Sao con lai phai dén céi truong to
dung xAu xi d6 ch? Tuita sé ra tiém keo mua mot it sd-c6-la cho con vuilén vay."

Noi Bone khong c6 mit. Ba luon dung diém tam trong phong riéng. Con Ong cdu Paton thi chi an vao démkhuya, nhu Charlie trudce
gio van thiy thé.

N6 liéc me no, trong ¢6 nhu dang & trong mdt gidc mo mang, cach xa dau d6 hang hang dam.

"Con c6 phai mic déng phuc dac biét gi khong, me?" N6 hoi.

Me né giat minh ngudc én. "Ao chung xanh," c6 dap. "Cac nhac cong mic 40 mau xanh. Xanh ngoc bich, mdt mau tuyét dep."
"Nhung con khong phai la nhac céng," Charlie phan déi.

"Biét vay," me n6 déng y. "Nhung ho khong c6 khoa nao hop véi tai phép cua con, Charlie 4. Con s& duoc xép v khoa nhac, gibng
nhu ba con. C6 nhiing 16p hoc séo. Me chéc s& nhu vay."

"Thé nita?" Charlie nghingd. N6 chua bao gid giéi nhac va n6 chi thdi sao khinao bi bat thdi. "Khinao thi con phai bat dau?"
"Noi trong vong mdt thang," me nd dap.
"Le vay sao?" Charlie hot hoang. "Ngay giita hoc ky?"

"Me xin 16, Charlie," me nd noi, vé 4n han. "Nha Yewbeam nghinhu thé Ia t5t nhat. Ho bao khong dugce dé phi mot gidy nao, boi vi
con... a khong... bdiviho da dut khoat."

"T¢inghiép thang bé," ngoai Maisie lam bam.
Troi lai d6 mua, ngoai Maisie 16i ra mdt cai 40 muwa mau héng tuoi. Me Charlie rat tir ti dm tuong ra mot cay du. C6 khong thich mic

40 mua.
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"Ngoai v4ime ra cira hang khong lau dau," ¢6 bao Charlie. "Con c6 mudn me liy tdm hinh vé lai khong?"

Charlie hau nhu di quén phéng tam thiép sinh nhat cia Benjamin. khong 16 vi sao lic nay né hoido du, thiy mat tim hinh luén
cling duoc.

"Thoi," n6 dap. "Nhung me mua cho Benjamin mot tim thigp sinh nhat dugc khong? Chic con khong ding hinh con Hat Dau nita

dau.

Ngoai Maisie va me vira di khoi, Charlie t6t 1én lau, v6 liy chiéc phong bi mau cam. N6 mi mé phong bi, rit tim hinh ra thi nghe c6
tiéng chudng cira. Chang ai ra mé. Chéc chan ndi Bone di ra phd, con Ong cau Paton thiban ngay dén chuéng dién thoai con khong tra
loinua 1a chudng cura.

Van cam tdm hinh trén tay, Charlie lao xuéng mé cira. Mot nguoi dan 6ng la hodc dung ngay bac thém. La hon nita, c6 ba con méo
quén quanh chan 6ng.

"Onimous va nhitng Con meo lira," ngudi dan 6ng tu gidi thi¢u. "Doi diét chudt." Ong moi tir chiéc a0 khoang gia 16ng ra mot tim
thiép.

"Onimous?" Charlie hdi.

"Phai," ngudidan dng nodi. "Onimous. Co6 hoi khac mét ti. Orvil Onimous."

Ong cudi v6i Charlie mot nu cudi that rong, phd ca hamring sic bong. "T6i tin 1a nha ta dang c6 van dé. Chudt ha?"
DPoan 6ng thyc hi€n mdt ci nhay that tic cuoi, roi dap xuéng ngay canh Charlie.

"Chau khong biét," Charlie dap. N6 van duoc dan 1a khong dé cho ngudi la vo nha. Nhung cai ong nay da lot v nha mit rdi. N6 hoi:
"C6 ngudi goi dng dén ha?"

"C6 mdt cai gi d6 goi toi dén. Ngay lic nay thi téi khong thé néi duoc d6 1a thir gi. C6 thé cau s& khong tin toi."
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"That thé 42" Charlie ndi con to mo.

Li méo ndy gid van theo bén got dng Onimous, gid di di lai lai vo van doc hanh lang doc hanh lang & cira ra v6. Chung 14 nhiing
con méo la lang nhat. Con dau tién mau ddng ruc, con thir hai mau cam tuoi va con thir ba mau vang chéi. Con mau ddng ¢ vé nhu biét
Charlie. N6 dtng 1én trén hai chan sau va lic ndm ctra nha bép canh cach.

"Binh tinh nao, Duong Cuu," 6ng Onimous nhic. "Mi s& khong bao gid hoc dugc sao?"
Con Duong Cuu d3 xoay dugc ndm dam cira. Cira nha bép bat mé va con méo phong vo trong, theo sau i hai con kia.

"Xin 16i vé chuyén nay," 6ng Onimous noi. "N6 1a mot con néng nay, con Duong Cuu ay. Con Su Tt ciing hoi ti huénh hoang,
nhung con Nhan M3 lai rit ¢6 phong cach. Xin 131, t5t hon 14 t6i phai dom chimg chtng."

Trude khi Charlie kip quay lai, 6ng Onimous d4 suot qua mit né va phong vo nha bép, goi "Bon Méo Lira, dimng c¢6 lam ta mat mat
d4y. Laman tir té coindo."

Gio thica ba con méo dang di di lai lai trude cai kho chua thuc phém Charlie nh¢ ra mé trai cay nau, va trude khi ddm méo tuy mo
bung mét canh cira nira, Charlie mo canh ctra d6 ra cho ching v6.

Thé 1a bt ¢au nhiing ct v0, ca phong cung nhimng tiéng gam gir. RS rang 1a trong kho ddy chudt. Loang mot cai, bon méo da tom
gon lii chudt, hét con nay dén con kia, rdi xép nhing cai xdc chudt thanh hang ngay ngén doc theo b tudng.

Charlie lui ra xa. trudc gio n6 khong hé biét 1a trong khong thuc phém c6 chugt. Sao ngoai Maisie va me n6 ciing khong nhan ra nhi?
C6 18 lii chudt méi kéo dén sdng hoisang nay, do mui trai cay thdi dua ddy Charlie khé Ia thich chuét, cho nén n6 ude gi khong phai
chimg kién canh hang thay ximngoét dang ngay cang dai thém.

Khi hang xac dd dai duge mudi lim con, li méo t6 vé da hoan tit cong viée. Chiing ngdi xudng va liém cat lyc bo 1ong tinh twom cua
minh.

"Mot tach ca phé c6 duge khong nhi?" Ong Onimous hoi. "Toi mét 14 rdi."
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Charlie thiy 13 ndy gid 6ng Onimous khong hé nhic mot ngén tay, ching lamti gi dé goi la cuc nhoc ca. Bon méo quan xuyén hét.
Nhung 6ng Onimous ¢ ngdi vé ban an, nhin hau hau v6 4m nuéc. Charlie khong nd 1ong nao lam ong that vong. Tay n6 van cimtam
hinh, cho nén né dit timhinh xudng va dirét nude vo am.

"A," 6ng Onimous kéu lén. "Dy roi. Cainay sé& giai dap dugc moi chuyén."
"Cai gi giai dap a?" Charlie nhin v6 tAm hinh, ma lic nay 6ng Onimous dang gio ra trudc anh sang.

Ong Onimous chi con méo & cudi timhinh. "Con Dwong Cuu ddy," 6ng giai thich. "Cach miy nimrdi, nhung n6 van khong quén.
N6 biét 1a ciu da phat hién ra né. Chinh vi thé ma né dan t6i toi day."

"Sao co?"
Charlie cam thiy xiy xam. N6 ngdi phich xudng.
"C6 phai 6ng n6idé la con Duong Cuu?" N6 chi vo con méo mau dong, "Con Duong Cuu biét chau da xem hinh n6?"

"Khéng hin thé," 6ng Onimous gai c4i diu trong nhu 16ng thu cia minh. Charlie nhan thiy mong tay 6ng cn phai duoc cit tia dén
noi dén chon. Ngoai Maisie khong bao gio dé sdng mt ai c6 mé mong tay daingan ay.

Amnudc s6ie e va Charlie pha ca phé cho 6ng Onimous. "Ong udng ca phé nhu thé nao?" N6 hoi, dat cai tach trude mit vi khach.
"Wui long cho ba cyc duong," 6ng Onimous dap.
Charlie nong long thay ba cuc dudng vo tach ca phé.

Ong Onimous hén hg han 1én. Ong nhap mot ngum, mit lai sang 1én 1an nira, va roi, chdm gan t&i Charlie, ong noéi, "N6 biét cau da
dugc ndi két, con Duong Cuu y. Va dung véy; cau c¢6 tAm. nhitng con méo nay khong phai méo binh thuong; chung hiéu chuyén. Chung
chon t6i vi toi c6 phong thai dic biét dbi véi thu vat. Chung dan t6i di day di do, cb dep trir bon gian ta.

Tbi chi di theo va gitip d& khi c6 thé. Truong hop nay," ngén tay 6ng cham vo ngudi dan 6ng dmdira nho, "1a té hai nhét. Con
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Duong Cuu lic nao ciing dién tiét 1én vi chuyén ay. Biét bao 1an né cb lap lai trit tw, nhung chung toi can cau, Charlie."
"Can ch4u?" Charlie hoi.

"Cau la mdt trong nhitng nguoi co phép thuat, dung khong nao?" Ong Onimous ha giong, nhu thé d6 1a mot bi mat, khong duge néi
to 1én.

"Ho néi thé," Charlie dap. N6 khong thé khong nhin v6 tdm hinh, theo ngén tay 6ng Onimous chi ma nhu budc toi lén mit ngudi
dan 6ng. Ngay khi vira nhin v6, Charlie nghe tiéng dira bé khoc.

Con Duong Cuu x5 téi, bAmnhiing cai vudt 1én dui Charlie, gao 1én mot tiéng x¢ mang nhi. Tiéng gao cua no lap tirc dugc con Su Tu
camva con Nhian M vang hudng tmg. Tiéng 6n that khung khiép, Charlie lai dam nguoi lai, 4p tay bit chat v6 hai I tai.

"Im!" Ong Onimous ra 1énh. "Cau nho dang suy nghi."
Doi tiéng gao cua lii méo tat han, 6ng Onimous noi:
"Cau thiy ddy, cau dung Ia c6 lién hé véi tim hinh. Gio hay ké cho t6i nghe tét ca viéc nay di."

Mic diu rd rang 13 1ap di, nhung trong 6ng Onimous rit tir té, dang tin cay, va Charlie thi dang hét sirc can c6 sy trg giup. N6 ké cho
6ng Onimous nghe vé cudc néo loan véinhimg tim hinh, nhimng giong noi, nhimg ba ¢6 khing khiép nha Yewbeam va quyét dinh cua
ho g&ind dén Hoc vién Bloor. "Va thyuc 1ong chéau ching mudn t6i d6." Charlie két luan. "Chau nghi chau tha chét con hon."

"Nhung, Charlie 4, 6 14 noi c6 bé dang 6," 6ng Onimous gidng giai, "dira bé mét tich 4y. {t nhét thi d6 ciing 1a suy luan cta bon
meo. Va ching khéng bao gio sai."

Ong dimg Ién, "Nao nao, lii méo, ching ta phai di thoi."
"Ong bao dira bé trong hinh bi mit tich sao?" Charlie hoi. "Lam thé nao ma ngudi ta c6 thé danh mit mot dira bé?"
"T6i khong noi duge," 6ng Onimous bao. "Cau hiy mang tAm hinh tra lai dung chd ciia no, va c6 18 ngudi ta s& noi cho cau biét."
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"Nhung chau khong biét né 1a cua ai," Charlie noi, bat dau phat hoang. Ong Onimous sip stra bién di ma ching gitip duoc né cai gi.
"Dung cai dau cua ciu di, Charlie. D6 1 tim anh phong to chir gi? Hay timban gdc, cau s& thiy trén d6 ghi mot cai tén va dia chi."
"That a?"

"Chic chan," 6ng Onimous vudt vudt miat nhung min mang ciia timao choang, bé ¢6 4o lén va huéng ra cira.

Charlie dimg duc ra, b6i ri, nhitng cau hoind bong bong trong dau. Khi chay ra dugc téi canh cira van con dé ma, thi tat ca nhimg
gi ciia vikhach ma no c6 thé thay duoc chi con 1a mot cai bong dang bé lai, bién mat dan, theo sau 1a mot dai mau nong, gibng nhu cai
dudi ryc rd ciia mdt ngodi sao choi.

Charlie d¢6ng cira lai r6i vot Ién lau. Chup vdi chiéc phong gi mau cam, né lac lay lic dé va tir d6 roi ra mot tim hinh nho - ban gdc
cua tAm hinh phong to dudinha. No6 14t mit sau ra, qua dung vay, c6 mt cai tén va mot dia chi dugc viét theo 18i chit in dam, bay buém:

CO JULIA INGLEDEW
NHA SO 3 PHO NHA THO

Phé Nha Tho & dau, va 1am cach nao ma téi duoc d6? Bit bude nod phairdi nha trudce khingoai Maisie va me vé. Ho s& khong doi
nao ddng y cho no lang thang mot minh, téi mot noi ma nd khong biét. Va néu n6 khong hanh dong ngay bay gio, khong chimg s& khong
kip vé du sinh nhat Benjamin. Nhung né phai dé lai tin nhin, kéo me lai lo s6t vo.

Theo nhu Charlie nhé thind chua timg bao v6 phong Ong cau Paton. Tam bién XIN DPUNG QUAYRA Ytreo thuong truc trén canh
ctra. Dao nay Charlie bat dau thic mic Ong cau lam cai gi sudt ngay trong diy. Thinh thoang c6 tiéng thich thich nho nho vong ra. Con
thuong thiimlang.

Homnay Charlie s& phai lamngo tdm bién.

N6 g8 ctlra, ban dau ngdp nging, sau manh dan lén.
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"Gi d6?" Giong Ong cau Paton cau kinh.

"Ong cau Paton, cho con v6 nghe?" Charlie hoi.

"Chivay?" Ong cau Paton hoi.

"Vi con phai dén chd kia, va con mudn Ong cau giai thich cho me con."

Mot tiéng thd dai thuot. Charlie khong dammé cira cho dén khi tiéng Ong cau lanh ling:
"V6 di, néu may thiy cin phaivo."

Charlie vin nim ddm cira va lach v6. N6 bat ngira trudc nhing gi trong thiy. Phong Ong cau ngp ngua nhiing gidy 1a gidy. Gidy
treo ton teng trén ké, gidy roi la ta trén bau cira s6, gidy phu hét mit ban gidy, gidy quan dap dénh nhu thuy triéu quanh mét c4 chan 6ng.
Cai giuong ké & dau nhi? C6 I8 1a dudi mot déng mén bang sach, Charlie doan vay. Sach xép day hét nhiing buc tudng, nghéu nghén tir
san t6i tran nha, tham chi sach con leo Ién quanh ban thanh timg chong cao xiéu veo.

"Sa0?" Ong cau Paton hoi, ngude mét 1én tir sau mot u gidy.

"Ong cau lamon cho con biét phd Nha Tho o ddu duoc khong?" Charlie hdi hop hoi.
"Ch may nghind & dau? Dinhién 1a canh nha tho roi"

Vao ban ngay, Ong cau Paton 1a mot ngudi khac hén - lanh nhat va day hamdoa.

"0," Charlie kéu Ién, thiy minh dung 1a thing khiing."Vang, con s& t6i d6 ngay bay gio. Nhung Ong cau noi véi me con dugce
khong? Me con s& mudn biét con di dau, va..."

"U,u," Ong cau Paton JAm bam, kém theo cai phét tay nhe héu, ra hiéu cho Charlie biét di.
"Camon Ong céu," Charlie liu rai, ring dong cira lai kh& khang hét sirc.
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No tro vé phong riéng, hdi ha khoac 1én cai 4o gio, nhét voi timhinh vo chiéc phong bi mau cam, bo v6 tai. Rdino ra khoinha.
Tir cira s6 phong minh, Benjamin thay Charlie di ngang qua, vé kién quyét.
N6 mé cira s6 ra va hoi véi theo:
"Bo di dau day?"
Charlie ngéng 1én.
"T&iphd Nha Tho."
"Minh véi con Hat P4u di theo dugc khong?" Benjamin hoi.
"Khong," Charlie gat phit. "Minh di mua qua cho bd. Bo s& phaingac nhién cho coi."

Benjamin déng ctra s6 lai. N6 tu hoi li¢u Charlie s& kiém dugc thir qua quy quai gi trong nha thd? mt ciy viét khic tén nha tho Ay a?
Nhung né c6 khdi viét roi.
"Hur, tao cha quan tdm," Benjamin thi thadm voi con Hat Pau. "Mién 1a n6 dén du sinh nhat tao."

Con Hat Pau quat dudi dum dup xudng cai gbi cua Benjamin. N6 dang ndm & noi ma n6 khong dwoc phép nam: trén givong. May la
khong ai ngoai Benjamin biét chuyén nay.

Nha Tho ndm trong khu phé ¢. nhitng con phd rai soi hep ti ti. nhimg cira hang con bé hon; va trong nhiing 6 kinh dwoc thip sang
diu dju, quan 4o cung d6 trang stic dat tién dugc trung trén nhimg suc lua va nhung. Trong day phd nhu thé 1a nha riéng ciia ai d6 giau
c6, dén ndi Charlie c6 cam tudng ring minh dang xim pham bt hop phap chdn nay.

Khingdinha thd ¢d kinh Ii I hién ra phia trén dau, thi ciing la lic nhimg cira hang nhuong chd cho mot day nha cii ky. Thé nhung,
nha sb 3 phd Nha Tho lai la mot hidu sach. Trén cira gdn mdt tim bién dé: TIEM SACH INGLEDEW - theo kiéu chir ¢6. Sach nam trong
nhiing 6 kinh bay hang tréng xua cii va byi bam. C6 vai cudn duoc boc da, voi gay sach ma vang.
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Charlie hit mdt hoi that sau rdi budc vo. mt tiéng chudng kh€ ngan Ién ngay lic né dat chan vo ti€m, va mot phu ni xuét hién noi
tAmrém quay thu ngan. C6 ay khong gia nhu Charlie nghi, nhung chimg ¢& tudi me nd. Mai toc day mau hat dé chai dyng trén dau va doi

mit mau nau nau.
"Chao chéau, chao can ginao?" ngudi phu nit hoi.
"Cé a. Co 1a Julia phai khong a?"
"Phai." ngudi phu nir gat dau.
"Chau dén vé chuyén tam hinh cua c¢6," Charlie néi.
Ngudi phu nit voi dua tay 1én bum miéng.
"Trdil" C6 n6i. "Chau tim thiy no?"
"Vang a," Charlie n6i, doan dua ra chiéc phong bi mau cam.
Ngudi phu nit mé phong bi va hai tim hinh roi xuéng mit ban.
"Oi, camon," ¢6 kéu 1én. "C6 khong biét n6i véi chau lamsao, nhung c6 lai duoc may tim hinh nay ¢6 mimg qua."
"Vay ¢6 ¢6 cam tim hinh cta chau khong?"
Charlie hoi. "Tén chéu la Charlie Bone."
"Vo day," ¢6 Ingledew noi, ngodc cho no theo c¢o di qua tAm rém.

Charlie cin than budc vong qua quiy thu ngan, chui khoi tim rém che birc tudng sach. N6 thay minh lot v mdt cin phong cha
gidng hiéu sach ti nao. Ciing lai sach, nhung dugc cot chit trén ké hodc xép thanh déng ngdn ngang. D6 1a mot can phong 4mcung, dai
loai vay; dam dédc huong cua nhiing tir hoa my va nhitng y tuéng thamsau. mot ngon Iira chay 1ép bép trong cai lo sudinho xiu, va
nhiing chiéc dén ban hit 4nh sdng qua nhimg cai chup dén mau da thudc.
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"Day roi," ¢o Julia Ingledew 6 1én va ¢6 16i ra tir ngan kéo mot chiéc phong bi mau cam.

Charlie cAm léy cdiphong biva hép tép md ra. "Vang, dung 1a con Hat DBau," n6 ndi. "Con ché ctia ban chéu. Chau tinh lam mét tAm
thi€p sinh nhat tir hinh nay."

"Y hay d6," c¢6 Ingledew trim trd. "Riéng tu hon. C6 uon thich nhimg giriéng tu. N6 chimg t6 minh biét quan tim, dung khong?"
"Da," Charlie n6i ma khong chéc im.

"Thé ddy... C6 rit biét on chau, Charlie Bone," ¢6 noi. "C thiy chau ximg dang duoc thudng mot thir gi d6. C6 khong c6 nhidu tién,
nhung c6 nghi..."

"Khéong c6 gima ¢d," Charlie xua di, hoi lang tang, mic du n6 ¢ thé ding mon tién nhé d6 dé mua qua cho Ben.
"Khong, khong, that ma. Co nghi chau dting 1a ngudi can phai nhan mén qua d¢6. Co cam thay hinh nhu chiing dang chd doi chau.”

C6 chitay vé& goc phong, va Charlie thiy ngay rang 4n twong dau tién ctia minh vé can phong nay da sai bét. Can phong khong phai
chta toan 13 sdch. mdt chiée ban trong goc chét déng cac loai hop: hop g6, hop kim loai, va ca nhiing thing cac-tdng to by.

"Cé gitrong nhiing caithung va hop d6 vay c6?" Charlie hoi.
"Ciia emré ¢ ddy," c¢o Ingledew tra 15i. "6 a tt ca nhimg gi chii Ay dé lai. Cha Ay m&i mét tuan roi."
Charlie cam tha“iy mdt cuc nghen chay tot 1én cb hong. N6 lung bing, "Um..."

"O khong, d6 khong phai la hop dung cdt cia cha 4y dau, Charlie. "C6 Ingledew voinoi. "Ma la... ¢6 phai goi chiing 1a ginhi... phat
minh cua cha dy. M&i duoc goi dén hom qua. Chu dy da goi buu dién mdt ngay trude khi chét. Co Chiia mi biét tai sao chu dy lai dé
nhiing th{r 4y lai cho ¢6."

CH cAm léy mot cai hop, md nép léy ra mdt con cho béng kim loai, trong nhu cho may.
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"(C6 ching dung lam gica," ¢6 bao. "Chau c6 mudn ldy khong?"

Charlie nght dén con Hat Pau, rdi dén Benjamin.

"N6 ¢6 lam dugc gi khong a?" Charlie hoi. nhitng moén phat minh thudng van hay lam duoc cai gi d6.
"Di nhién r6i. Bé ¢6 coinio."

C6 giat dudi con ché. N6 sua Ién hai tiéng, va mot giong noi cat 1én:

"T6ila s6 2. Quy vivira gidt dudi toi, nhu vay quy vi biét cach kich hoat t6i. Dé tua t6i: 4n tai trai toi. Dé tua lui: 4n tai phai toi. Dé
thu bang: 4n miii toi. D& dimg lai: nhic chan phai t6i. Dé thay bang: md bung t6i."

Giong chi dan nay Charlie nghe quen quen.
"Co6 dung dugc gikhong?" Co6 Ingledew hdi. "Hay chau thich mén khac?"
"Tuyét lim," Charlie n6i. "Tuyét. Nhung giong noi... Emré ¢6... C6 phai...?"

"Dlng. Emr1é cd, tién si Tolly. Thiét bi nay la mot trong nhimg phat minh dau tién ciia cha ay, nhung chu iy chang bao gio ban tim
t4i viéc dem ban n6 ca. Lin nao phat minh ra cai gi méi ciing vay. Chu 4y ludi lim, Charlie 4. Thong minh, nhung ludi chay thay."

"Cai 6ng trong hinh chinh la chu ay, phai khong?" Charlie khong dé 16 1a né nhan ra giong néi, lamsao né c6 thé dé 1o duoc!
"Phai, d6 1a tién siTolly. C6 lin chii iy ché ra mdt thir kinh khing."

Miéng c6 Ingledew mim chat lai nhu sgi chi.

"Vay tai sao 6 mudn tim hinh ciia chu 4y?" Charlie hoi.

Nguoi ban sach quic mét thoat mot cai, nhur thé mudn nhay x5 vo v lay n6. "Dira bé méi la thir ¢6 mudn. TAmhinh Ia tat ca dé co
nh¢ dugc vé& nd."
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Ri dot nhién c6 Ingledew ké cho Charlie nghe vé cingay thé lwong khi em gai ciia ¢6, Nacy, qua doi; ngay trude ngay sinh nhat
thir hai ctia con gai, va mdt vaingay sau, chong cia Nacy, tién si Tolly, ¢3 dem dira con gai di cho nhu thé nao.

"Chau khong nghi la ngudi ta lai c6 thé dem con di cho,” Charlie budt miéng, dung toc gay.

"U," ¢6 Ingledew nhat tri. "C6 bi ép phai giir bi mat. L& ra c¢6 phai nhan con bé, chau biét day. Nhung c6 di ich ky va vo trach nhiém.
Lac d6 ¢6 nghila minh khong nudindi. Ké tir d6, khong mot ngay nao trdi qua ma cd khong hdi han vé quyét dinh cua minh. C6 ¢b tim
kiém xemn6 dugc dem cho ai, nhung tién siTolly khong bao giv hé ring véi co. Con bé di biét dang trong céi hé thong loc lra, gia ddi va
manh khée. Gid' n6 mudi tudi rdi va cd sin sang doi bat cir thir gi dé chude duoc no ve."

Charlie nhap nha nhap nhom. N6 lai roi vé mdt tinh hudng ching thich thii gi. Phai chiné dimg nghe thay nhiing giong néi trong
tAm hinh. Limsao n6 c6 thé n6i véi cd Ingledew rang ba con méo nghi dira tré mét tich dang & trong Hoc vién Bloor. C6 ay sé& khong doi
nao tin nod.

Trong mot goc tdi tim, chiéc dong hod dimg to cd danh mudi hai tiéng, Charlie noi:

"Chau phai vé nha khong me chau lo."

"Phai diy. Nhung cim con cho nay, Charlie, va..."

C6 Ingledew thinh linh phong t&i chd cai ban, moi tir cudi chong hop véi thung 1én mot cai thing dai mau bac.

"LAy ca c4i nay nhé?"

Khoéng doi trd 101, ¢6 ctir 4n lot vé mot cai bao in dong chit TIEM SACH INGLEDEW. Pua c4i bao cho Charlie, "Chéau bo con ché vo
luén di, 6 di chd ma."

Caibao nang khong thé tuong twong ndi. Charlie than trong dat cai hop dung con ché Ién trén cai thing kim loai. Xong, n6 lao dao
dira cira, ty hoi lam thé quéi nao n6 c6 thé tha ndi cai bao nay vé téinha.

C6 Julia Ingledew gitip n6 leo ngugc tré lai may bac cau thang, mo cira ra, lai mot tiéng chudng thanh thot cat 1én.
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"Chau hy vong c6 khong buc néu chau hoi," Charlie rut ré,"nhung c6 gi trong thung nay thé a?"
Cau tra 16i kha bat ngo:

"C6 khong biét," c6 Ingledew dap. "Va co ciing khong mudn biét. Tién si Tolly da doi dira bé ldy cai thung nay. Du cai thung nay la
gi di ching nia thi ciing ching thé nao dang gia bang con bé, dung khong?"

"Pung... dung a," Charlie n6i. N6 dat cai bao xuéng dét.

"Lam on mang di di, Charlie. C6 1& chau la nguoi thich hop dé giit n6. Co can phai tong khir n6 ra khoinha, chau biét day." C6 ha
thap giong va dao mit mdt vong khip phd. "Va c6 c¢6 thé yéu cau chau giir bi mit dugc khong?"

"Hoikhé," Charlie n6i, cang ludng Iy hon khi nghi dén chuyén phai nhan cai thing. "Chau khong thé ké v&i ban than nhét ciia chau
ar"

"Khéng dugc ndi voi ngudi ma chau khong tin bang ca mang séng minh," ¢6 Ingledew dap.
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Chuong 4
Cai Thung Cva Nha Phat Minh
Tru6c khi Charlie kip nghira didu gi dé noi, thi ngudi ban sach da vay tay chio no6 that le va dong sap cira lai. N6 dimg cho vo trén
con phé tdi om, trén tay 1a mot thi da timg dung dé doi ldy mot dua bé.
T

Taisao cho dén gio c6 ¥ van chua mo cai thiung nay ra? O trong d6 c6 céi gi? Charlie bat dau doc thoai khiiach 1& budc trén soi, va
may nguoi qua lai nhin né day nghingd. C6 I8 ho nghiné vira chém dugce céi bao nay. N6 queo gat vo mdt con phd va xémnira dung
phai mot con cho to xi by to.

"Coichung!" Charlie hét 1&€n, lam rét céi bao. "Ua, Hat Dau, may ha!"

Con Hat Bau nhdy phéc lén cai bao va liém mit Charlie.

"Xudng, xubng!" Charlie la to. "D quy do."

Benjamin hét ho hét hai chay dén.

"Xin 16i," n6 tho phi pha phi pho. "Minh khéng ngin né noi."

"Bo ditheo minh ha?" Charlie hoi, n6 mimg hiim khi gip Benjamin.

"Khong hin vay. Minh chi dua con Hat Pau di dao. Minh nghi chic né ngiri thdy mui ciia bo."
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Ri Benjamin nhin tran tri vo cai bao den thui li: "Trong d6 c6 cai gi vay?"
"Qua sinh nhét ciia bd," Charlie noi, "nhung bd s& phai phu minh khiéng cai bao nay. N6 ning tdi ca tan."
"Cha, Cai gi day? Khong, ding ra minh khong nén héi," Benjamin noi, vé bén 1én.

Charlie d¢anh phai thi nhan rang c6 mot mén bi hiémkhac trong bao, nhung sau khi liéc vut qua mot cai, Benjamin bao ngay rang nd
s& chiang ban 1ong tinao néu hdinira chi nhan dugc cai hop gidy nho, thay vi cai thung kim loai to.

"Mua qua chd d6 thingd that," Benjamin vira nhan xét vira quay lai liéc cai nha tho ling limg.

"Minh khéng nghila s& kiém mua qua & d6," Charlie n6i. "Minh t&i d6 chi dé kiém tAm hinh con Hat Pau."

N6 ké cho Benjamin nghe vé& ngudi phu nir ban sach va cai thung bi mat ma nha phat minh ludi di gai cho c6 ay.

MJi dtra xach mOt quai, hai thing bit dau tha ci bao den vé nha. Chung khong nhén ra la minh dang bi theo ddi. Néu chiing ma

nhin sau lung, chic hin s& thdy mot thang bé toc d6 le nhu chdn, cai trang vung vé thanh mot dng gia, dang nup sau nhiing bau cira va
truon theo chiing.

Con Hat P4u gir gir trong hong va huych mémvé cai bao, ¢b giuc hai thang di le 1én. Tinh thé that kho xir cho con ché. C6 cai gi dé
ding sau n6 va cai gi do trong bao coibd déu khong minh bach.

Khéng Charlie va Benjamin queo v6 duong Fibert, con Hat Pau quay ngoit lai va chay x6 vé ké 1én lut theo dudi, sua gian dir.
Thang toc d6 voiné con ché rdi lui nhanh khoéi con dudng.

"Gi d6?" Benjamin hoikhi con ché hamhie quay lai.
Con Hat Pau khong thé giai thich.

Lic chiing vé t&inha Benjamin, Charlie hoi Benjamin xemn6 ¢6 thé mang céi bao vo nha luén khong. N6 khong mudn ngoai Maisie
hay néi Bone nhung miii vé chuyén nay.
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Benjamin ling khing. "Minh khong biét. Dé n6 & dau bay gio?"

"Dudi gdm giwong hay dau d¢6. Lam on di, Benjamin. Hai ba ciia minh lic nao ciing x6ng v6 phong minh, con bd thi ching bi ai quiy
rdy ca."

"Théi dugce," Benjamin dong .
"Dlmg mé mon qua ra cho ti khi minh quay lai nha," Charlie dan Benjamin. "Gid' minh vé day, khong thi 16i thoi to."

Charlie toan quay di thi chot nghe mot tiéng 'thich’ tir trong c4i bao vong ra. Benjamin nhin Ién, hoi s¢ s¢, nhung Charlie gia do nhu
khong nghe thiy va chay xudng cac béc cép.

Vé dén nha, n6 16 do v6 bép, noi hai ba n6 dang dau khau kich liét. Khi Charlie xuat hién, ho dimng lai domné lom lom.

"Charlie Bone!" Ngoai Maisie quat. "Lam sao may dam thé ha? Hu hét biét. Nhur thé nay 1a thé nao?" Ba tré v6 hang chudt chét.
Charlie hoan toan quén mit lii chudt.

N6 bén giai thich viéc 6ng Onimous va lii méo da xong v6 nha nhu thé nao trude khiné kip ngan ho lai:

"Sau d6 con phai vdira ngoai dé di lai tim hinh," n6 huo huo chiéc phong bi mau cam. "Con xin 16i. Con quén mit déng chuot

nay."
"M¢o vang, méo cam?" N§i Bone hoi, giong canh khoe. Charlie ddm thé 1a ba dang lo s¢.
"A, thé thi toi nghi ho lam viéc xuat sic day chir," ngoai Maisie bit dau tha thir cho Charlie. "Tét hon 1a dé t6i don chd nay di."

Noi Bone khong c6 duge tdm trang tha thi.

"Ta biét ngay ma," ba phan n lambam. "May rudc chung téi ddy, cai thang uu manh. May nhu mot cuc nam cham vay. Dong méau
xau dung 1a ching bao gid hoa ndivéi dong mau phép thuat. Ta khong thé yén ndicho dén khi may binhdt vo truong Bloor."

"Nhét? Y ba néila con s& khong dugc ra ngoai?"
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"Khén nan & chd 14 cir cudi tuan thi may lai dugc ra," ndi Bone dop lai.
ROi ba luét ra ngoai, d6i ing den nén xudng san nha nhu hai cai dui trong.
"Con khong biét 1a ngudi ta s& nhdt con lai," Charlie gdo tham thiét.

"Ngoai ciing khong biét, con a," ngoai Maisie thd phi pho, dang ban tdng vé sinh san nha. "Ngoai thi biét gi vé& miy cai truong la
lung d6 nao? L& ra me con khong nén 161 vénha qua nhiéu sén vat thé nay. Ngoai thic mic lam sao ma doi diét chuot lai bibt duoc diéu
d6. Ngoai chua bao gio néivédiho ca."

"May con meo," Charlie noéi. "Chung né bict nha minh cé chudt."
"Con sap nodila mady con méo do6 bi€t bay chtr gi," ngoai Maisie lam bam.

Charlie nghibung, khong chimg miy con méo do biét bay that. Duong Cuu, Su T, Nhan M khong phai la nhitng con méo binh
thuong, didu d6 1a chic chin. Va Charlie nghingo ring noi Bone ciing biét diéu nay. Nhung ¢6 sao ba lai so chung?

Charlie chui vo phong n6 dé lam tAm thiép sinh nhét cho Benjamin. Nhung n6 thiy kh6 ma tap trung ndi. TAm thiép bi méo x¢0, nd
viét thiéu mét chit 'h' trong tur 'nhat'; rdi sau d6 lai vé qua bong bay 14n v hai tai con Hat Dau. Charlie li€éng manh cai kéo xuéng. K& tir khi
n6 kham pha ra minh c6 thé nghe tiéng néi trong nhitng tdm hinh, thé gii ciia n6 bi 1on tung phéo. Gid nhu n6 c6 thé giir kin vy nhimg
giong noi thi da khong phai dén hoc & cai truong quy quéi kia, noiné bi camtii timg tuan mdt voi nhing dira tré ky di biét lam nhiing
diéu ky quai.

N6 nghe tiéng me n6 budc vo nha va goi ngoai Maisie. Gia nhur me c6 thé dimg vé phia né6 ma ddu tranh véinha Yewbeam. Nhung
xemra mg s ho. Co 1€ Charlie s€ phai ty minh d4u tranh véi ho thoi.

Ngoai Maisie da nau xong mén mi rau cho bita trua. Charlie van thac méic vé lii chudt trong kho chira thyc pham, nhung né giir
nhiing y nghido lai, khong ndira. Me nd vira mdi mua cho n6 mt cai 4o chung mau xanh ngoc bich. C6 ép né phai thir 4o ngay khi an
xong mon mi. Cai 4o thong xudng, gan cham dau gbino. Co duong xé & hai bén dé canh tay c6 thé thoc qua, va mdt chiéc non mém Iat
phat sau lung.
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"Con s& khong mic 4o chung ra duong dau," Charlie noi. "Dut khoat ddy. Nguoi ta s& cudi con."

"Nhung ma Charlie nay, s& c6 nhiéu dua tré khac mic 4o chung ma," me n6 dd danh. "Cé dra con mic mau tim va mau xanh 14 cay
nita day."

"Nhung khong phai & khu phd nay," Charlie viing vang, 16t ci 4o ra. " Tt ca bon ching déu & Khu Nha Liu."

Khu Nha LAu, tic 1a Khu Ddi Cao, ndm trai dai trén mot suon ddi cay cbirdm rap, nhin xuéng thanh phé. Nha ctra ¢ d6 cao va rong,
va nhiing ngudi séng trong d6 chang thiéu thtr gi. Nhimg khu vuon ménh mong tréng day hoa Ia hoa, hinh nhu né 16 quanh nam.

"Me biét 15 1a khong phai dira bé nao ciing xuat than tir Khu Nha Lau," me Charlie n6i. "C6 mot ¢6 bé & cach nha minh hai diy phd,
tén Olivia Vertigo, da dugc 1€n bdo. Co6 bé éy s€ hoc khoa kich, nén con s€ gap n6 mic 4o chung mau tim."

"Hy!" Charlie phung phiu. "Néu me n6iné & dudng Con Rong thi ciing sang trong nhu Khu Nha Lau vay." N6 quyét dinh s& tém cai
40 chung nay dudi 4o khoac cho dén khi dén cira Hoc Vién.

Ngay ca ngoai Maisie ciing bat ¢au nhuong bo.

"Dep qué chimg," ba néi vé cai 4o ching mau xanh. "Mau ngot qua." Charlie ding ding mang céi 40 Ién phong né va nhét mot mai
v6 ngin kéo. (Sau d6 me né 1én va can than treo cai o vo tii Amtudng). Xong, né dut tim thiép sinh nhat ctia Benjamin v chiéc phong
bi mau cam va chay xubng lau.

"Con di du sinh nhat Benjamin day," n6 thong bado cho me né.

Dén noi, con Hat Pau dén chao n6 bang mot tiéng sua 16n. Chi ta tham chi con khong dé cho Charlie di qua cira trude.

"C6 chuyén gi véi con Hat Pau vay?" N6 hét 1én khi Benjamin sam sap lao xudng lau.

"Tai c4i thung ma bd dé lai d6," Benjamin noi. "No6 ghét cai thung dy. Minh di dy cai thung v6 gdm givdng nhu bd din, nhung con

Hat Dau cr gam gur roi stia hoai, xong lai 16i cai thung trd ra. N6 nhairach caibao, xong lay mong cao nap thung."
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Charlie rang lach qua cira trong khi Benjamin day con Hat Pau ra xa. Cudi cing, con ché hoc 16n mot tiéng, vat qua hanh lang rdi
xuyén qua 16 cira danh cho ché, phéng ra sau vuon.

Gi¢ thi Charlie d4 dén, nén Benjamin mudn m& goi qua ciia minh. N6 chay 1én lau liy xudng.

Tuyét d6i khong c6 dau hiéu nao cho thiy sip dién ra mot bira tiéc. Cha me Benjamin di lam sudt tudn, ké ca thu Bay. Charlie tiéc hui
hui, phai chi n6 nhd ngoai Maisie lam cho thing ban minh mdt chiéc banh, nhung tai lic nay dau 6c n6 chira quéa nhiing chuyén roi.

"Hét say ddy," Benjamin noi, lic lic hop qua. "Nao nao, vo phong khach di."

O day ciing ching c6 dau hiéu gi cua tiéc tung.

Benjamin ngdi bét xudng san, mo hop ra.

"Cha! Mot con chd!" No reo 1én.

Charlie giat dudi con ché va giong cua tién siTolly ca giat tudn ra 10i chi dan.
Benjamin mé mén dén d6 khong thét nén 16i. Cudi cing nd méi lip bip:
"Camon, Charlie... Cimon... cha... Camon!"

"Dling ra minh phai thay cho bé mdt cudén bang méi," Charlie noi. "Sau d6 bo..."

Nhung con Hat Bau da ngét ngang 16ino, lao vit vo phong, stia nhing xi. Hat Pau hi hup quanh con ché may, nhin chim chap vo
déy roi lai rit 1én.
"N6 ghen ti dd," Benjamin bao. "Thoi ma." N6 vong tay 6m quanh nguoi con Hat Pau, vd v&, "Tao yéu may Hat Dau. May biét didu

d6 ma. Tao khong thé song néu thiéu may."

Con ché to liémmat Benjamin. N¢6 1a tAt ca dbivéi Benjamin: M¢, Cha, Anh, Chi, Em, Ong, Ba. Luon luon noé ke ké bén Benjamin moi
khi cha me Benjamin di ving. Va thang bé c6 thé di bat ctr dau, bat ctr lic ndo, ngay hay dém. Mién 1a c6 Hat Pau di cung 1a n6 dugc an
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toan.
Charlie trao cho Benjamin tAm thi€p sinh nhat.
"Cubi cing minh ciing lam duoc," né noéi.

Benjamin khong hé nhan ra bat ctr 16i k§ thuat nao cta Charlie. Chiémngudng tam hinh, né tam tic voi Charlie ring d6 1a tam thiép
dep nhét no timg nhan duoc trong doi. Bdng, con Hat Pau ngudc nhin tran nha va tru 1én.

'Thich! Thich! Thich!" Amthanh nhe nhung 15 rét. Phong ctia Benjamin & ngay trén dau chung.

"Cai thuing sit d6," Benjamin thi thao. "Gid ma bd mang n6 di. Khong chimg ¢6 bom ¢ trong, hodc thir gi d6."
"Tréng cb Ingledew ching gidng modt tén khung b tinao," Charlie néi. "Tién si Tolly ciing thé."

"Sao bd biét?" Benjamin vic lai. "Bon khing bd thuong cai trang rit khéo... Lén lau xem sao nao."

Con Hat Pau gam gir nho nho, bamtheo hai thang, 1én lau. Lin nay n6 tham chi khong dam budc vo phong ngu.

Charlie kéo ci bao ra khoi gdm giudong, va hai thang cung 16i cai thung ra. Tiéng thich thich da im bat. Charlie thao nhimg méc gai
hai tay nim thiing, nhung cai thung van khong mo ra. Céi thung da bikhoa, va chia khoa thi da mat.

"Ba d6 khong néi cho bd biét trong thung c6 gisao?"
Benjamin héi.

Charlie lic dau. "C6 iy bao c6 ciing khong mudn biét. La cai gi di ching nita thi ngudi ta dd mang n6 ddi ldy mot dua bé. Pay la dua
chéu gai doc nhét ciia co ay."

"Mot dua bé?" Miéng Benjamin ha to. "That kinh khing."

Charlie bit diu cam thiy co6 13i.
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"Tuiminh demboé n6 vé cai ta 4m dudng dudi lau di," n6 noi. "Dé d6 bd s& khong nghe thiy gi nita. Ri minh s& quay lai chd co
Ingledew va hoi co ay chia khoa."

Chung kéo 1€ cai bao xuéng ldu, va dem giéiu nod sau déng quén 4o cii ma me Benjamin da quéng trong cai tu amtuong. Khi ctra tu da

dong lai, con Hat Pau dimg bén cau thang tru 1én that thé lvong. Benjamin chi cé thé ngan khong cho né tru tiép bang cach hét tuéng
lén:

"May mudn ra ngoai ha?"
Troi tdi ddn ma van khong thiy bong dang cha me Benjamin d4u. Benjamin coibd cam chiu hon 1a buc boi.
"Minh s€ tu lam mdt cai banh nuéng cho minh vay," n6 noi.

Va n6 lam that. D6 1a mot chiée banh socdla, va 1dind cdm mudi cdy deén cﬁy Ién trén. Sau d6 n6 cung Charlie hat bai'Chuc ming
Sinh Nhat'. Chiéc banh hoi bj bé mdt chut, nhung rit ngon.

Charlie nhin dong hd deo tay thi thiy da bay gio rudi. N6 biét minh phai vé nha, nhung n6 khong mudn bo Benjamin lai mot minh,
nhét 1a trong ngay sinh nhét nhu thé nay. Cho nén né nan lai thém mot tiéng nita, ching cung choi trdn tim v6i con Hat Pau, ké vén 1a
cao thu trong tro nay.

Tam gid rudi, cha me Benjamin van chwa vé. Thé 1a Charlie quyét dinh ri ban sang nha né dé dung mdt bira in nong hoi cua ngoai
Maisie. Chicon c6 mdi mdt qua triing va mot hdp stra nho trong ti lanh ctia Benjamin.

"Bura tiéc thé nao?" Ngoai Maisie hoi khi hai théng bé va mot con cho divo.
"Tuyét," Charlie d4p, "nhung tui con van con d6ibung."

"C6 mot thang nho nomky di ldm, téi nha minh cach day khoang hai tiéng," ngoai Maisie néi. "No déng gia lam 6ng gia nhung ai ma
ching thdy no 1a mot thing nhoc. N6 bao con cdm céi thung gi d6 ctia né bi bo nham trong mdt cai bao, bay gid né mudn xin lai. Um..
Ngoai cé 1én phong con timnhung chi thiy c6 tai dung gidy. Thing nho coi bé rit cau. N6 khong tin ngoai. Cai thing mat day. Gio hai
dtra ra tamngoai kia cho ta don dd 3n 1én ban coi"
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Ra dén ngoai ctra nha bép, Charlie thi tham:
"Pung noi voi ai v& caibao nhé, dic biét Ia khong duoc noi vé cai thung."
"Sao vay?" Benjamin hoi.

"Vinguoi ta giao né cho minh va minh cam thay phai cé trach nhi¢ém véiné," Charlie n6i. "Minh nghi tui minh nén ct cai bao thiét
k¥ cho dén khi biét rd thém vé no."

Va Charlie quyét dinh bay gio chua néi cho Benjamin nghe vé 6ng Onimous va nhiing con méo clia ong y.
Ping ic d6 ndi Bone I lir xuét hién ra & bac thang trén cung.

"Con ch6 d6 lam gi & day?" Ba hoi, trimg mét nhin con Hat P4u.

"Hoémnay la sinh nhat ctia Benjamin," Charlie noi.

"Vay sao?" Ba hoi lanh lung.

Hat Pau ngéng 1én siia ndi Bone va trude khi ba kip xi va thém, Charlie kéo Benjamin tré lai nha bép.
"NoiBone dang cau," Charlie n6i véingoai Maisie.

"Ba 4y lac nao cha thé," ngoai Maisie chép miéng. "Roi s& xep xudng khinao con vé truong Bloor."

Charlie chwa mudn théng bao tin nay cho Benjamin trong ngay sinh nhat ciia n6, nhung gio thi 16 rdi, Charlie c6 cam gidc minh 1a ké
phan boi.

Benjamin trd mét nhin Charlie dy vé két toi.

"Bloor 1a céi gi?" N6 hoi.
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"D6 1a mot ngdi truong 16n & gan Khu Nha Liu," Charlie giai thich. "Minh khéng mubn dén d6, Benjamin 4."
"Thé thi ding di."
"No phaidi, con oi. Me n6 da mua déng phuc O1," ngoai Maisie n6i. Ngoai dat hai dia dau nuéng va xic xich 1én ban nha bép:
"An di. Sinh nhat ciia con ma coi b con sip chét doi roi kia, Benjamin Brown."

Benjamin ng6ixuong nhung né da khéng con cam gidc ngon mi€ng, nd 1én gat mot mieng xiic xich cho con Hat Pau khingoai Maisie
quay di.

"Minh s& khong di cho dén hét hoc ky nay," Charlie n6i véi ban.

"(," Benjamin nhin dam dam vo cai dia ciia né, khong cudi.

Xui x¢0 lam sao, me Charlie lwa dung khoanh khic d6 ma budc vo cing véibo dd ngi cua Charlie.

"Khong c6 b cii nao khac cho con, Charlie " ¢6 ndi. "Nha Yewbeam s€ cung cép toan bo quﬁn 40 moicho con vo Hoc vién."
"6 nga?" Benjamin ngudc 1én. "Bo s& ngl & d6 sao?"

"Minh s& v& vao mdi cudi tudn," Charlie trin an.

"Q," Benjamin Iia vai hat ddu vo miéng roi dung Ién. "Minh vé day. Chéc ba me minh v& rdi."

"Dé minh dua...?" Charlie dé nghi.

"Khoi. Pugc ma. Minh ¢6 con Hat Bau."

Charlie chua kip n6i thém 16i nao thi Benjamin va Hat Dau da budc di khoi. Pudi va tai con cho cup rii xudéng thé tham, luon 1a dau
hiéu ring chi n6 dang xudng tinh than ghé gém.
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"Cai théng tirc cuoi," ngoai Maisie binh luén.

"Con nghicon phai chay sang coin6 c6 sao khong," Charlie néi. "Du gi cling 13 sinh nhat né."

Nhung khi vira mé cira trude, nd trong thay Ong céu Paton budc ra khoinha. Pidu nay ldmno nay ra mot y.
"Ong cau Paton, cho con di ciing v6i?" Charlie goi, cdim ¢6 chay theo Ong ciu minh.

"Chivay?" Ong cau Paton da dimg lai dé dut mot bo thu day cop vo hop thu.

"Tai... tai..." Charlie dudi kip C)ng cau."A, con muén i Ong cu di véi con dén chd kia kia."

"Chd nao?"

"Mot tiémsach. O gan nha thd, va con khong mudn dén d¢6 mot minh... Ghé lam!"

"Tigmsach?" Ong cau Paton thich thu, ding nhu Charlie hy vong. "Nhung, Charlie nay, vao gio khuya khoat nay thingay ca tiém
sach ciing dong cira roi."

"Da, nhung con nghi s& c6 ngudi trong tiém, ngay di né c6 déng cira," Charlie dap va sau d6 khong kim dugc, né ké tudn tudt cho
Ong cau Paton nghe vé c6 chiéc va cai thung bikhéa. R6t cudc né can phai tin ai d6, va ban nang mach bao né rang Ong ciu Paton ding
vé phia n6, ddu 6ng la mot Yewbeam. Mot tia sang bi hiém loe Ién trong d6i mét den cua Ong cdu Paton:

"Vay miay mudn ngudi phu nit ban sach dua chia khoa cho may? Néi cho ta biét di, Charlie, ci thung d6 dang & dau?"
Charlie ngan ngr.

"Con khong mudn bat ctr ai biét," né néi. "Co6 ngudi dang san ling né. Nhung néu Ong cau that sy..."

Ong cau Paton cidmtay no.

"May biét giir bi mat la khon ngoan ddy, Charlie. Chimg nao camthay dén lac thinéi cho ta hay. Gio thi, t&i tiém sach nao!"
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Ho rong rudi qua nhimg con dudng nho, noi ma tai kich bé bong dén cua Ong cau Paton s& khong biai dé y. Ho di vo nhing con
phd ving tanh gan nha tho, bude dén dau 1a nhitng bong dén nha 1én nhip nhang dén d6, sang rdi tat, hét nhu trong mot tiét muc ao
thuat.

Mot timbang "'DPONG CUA' treo phia sau mot 6 kinh trén ctra tiém sach c6 Julia, nhung c6 mdt ngon dén nho thap bén khung kinh
bay hang, chiéu sang nhiing cudn sach ¢ boc da. Ong cau Paton di sat mit nhin may cudn sach day thém mudn.

"L& ra ta nén ra ngoai thuong xuyén hon," ong lam bam.

Charlie nhén chuéng.

Mot giong noixa xim cit 1én. "Pong cira rdi. Di di."

"Chéau ma, chau Charlie Bone ma," Charlie no6i. "Cho chdu gap cd mdt chiut dugc khong, c6 Julia?"
"Charlie ha?" C6 Ingledew c6 vé ngac nhién, nhung khong gian dir. "Khuya roi ma."

"Gip lam, ¢6 Julia... v& cai thung."

"0 Guong mat ¢6 hién ra noi 6 kinh nhé trén ctra ra vo. "Cho mdt chut nhé, Charlie."

Pén trong cira hang bat Ién. Tiéng day xich kéu lach cach, tiéng chdt cira truot va canh cira mé ra cung v6i mot tiéng chudng "kinh
coong" quen thudc.

Charlie budc vo clra hang, theo sat 1a Ong cau.
"Oi!" C6 Julia hét hon, lui phit lai. "Ai day?"

"Ong cdu Paton cua chéu," Charlie n6i va nhin Ong cau, hi€u ra visao c6 Ingledew lai c6 vé hai hung nhu thé. Ong cau Paton la mot
khoiden cao 16n, va trong tam do khodc daisu sy, trong 6ng khad nham hiém.

"T6i hét sirc hy vong khong lam co hoang sg," Ong cau Paton noi, chia ban tay ra day kiéu cach. "Paton Yewbeam, rit han hanh."
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C6 chiéc nam liy ban tay Ong cu, run run giéi thidu, "Julia Ingledew."

"Julia," Ong cau Paton ldp lai. "Tén dep qua. Thang chau yéu cau téi ciing di vino."

Charlie khong thé chic duoc 1a Ong cdu dang kénh kiéu hay rut ré. C6 18 14 ca hai.

"Chau t6i dé xin chiéc chia khoa, c6 Ingledew," n6 néi. "Chia khoa mé cai thing ma ¢6 dua cho chau 4y."

"Chia khéa? Chia kh6a?" C6 chiéc c6 vé hoang mang. "0, ¢6 tudng ching di cling v6i céi... o... dé ¢6 xem xem. Lam on v6... 9...
phong t6i... &... kéo ngudi ta nghi toi lai mé cira hang tiép." C6 bat cudi ludng cudng va bién mit qua tim rém sau quiy thu ngan.

Charlie va Ong ciu di theo. Can phong nhé xiu sau tiém sach lung linh nhitng 4nh mau ém diu, va d6i mit Ong cdu Paton himho
quét khip lugt cac diy sach. RS rang luc ho t6i thico Ingledew dang doc sach, vicoé mdt cudn sach to dang dé md trén ban co.

"Nguoi Chinca," Ong cdu Paton quan sat, doc tua dé chuong sach. "Dé tai hdp dan day."
"Vang," ¢6 Ingledew tiép chuyén, vin con bdi rbi.

C6 da tim thdy mot chiéc hop thiéc nho dung chia khda ma c6 da cit di khi don dep ban. Hau hét cac chia déu c6 nhan dinh kém,
nhung c6 vai chiéc khong dinh nhan.

"Lamsao ma biét dugc chia nao day?" C6 néi. "Nhiéu chia qua, Charlie, c6 nghi tot hon hét chau nén dem tat ca mg chia khoa khong
dinh nhén nay vé di, xem chia nao vira. C6 that ching biét lam gi hon duoc."

"Chiing t6i chi mong c6 thé thoi ma," Ong cau Paton néi.
C6 chiéc nhiu may nhin 6ng, bo déng chia khda vé mot bich nylong va dua cho Charlie.
"Pay, chau mang vé thir hét di," ¢6 bao.

"Camon c6 Ingledew."
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Charlie cAm bich chia khoa, va xemra khong con gi dé noi hay lamnita, n6 lan duong quay tro lai tim rém.

C6 Ingledew theo sau ho dé dong va chdt cira. Nhung khi di ra t6i duong, Ong cau Paton thdt nhién quay lai hoi:

"Co Ingledew, toi co thé goidién lai cho c6 khong?"

"Dinhién 16i," c6 Ingledew noi, vé ngac nhién. "Day la tiém sach ma, lamsao toi c6 thé ngan anh duoc?"

"Ping," Ong cau Paton mim cudi. "Nhung sau khi trdi ti c6 duge chu?"

Co6 Ingledew trong c6 vé sg sét:

"Thi Sau t6i m cira dén 8 giv," ¢6 nodi va dong cia lai.

Trong mdt thoang, Ong céu Paton nhin cham cham vé canh cira nhu thé bi ém bua, rdi 6ng quay ra, thinh linh tuyén bé:
"Mot phu nit méi duyén dang lamsao!"

Cau d6 duoc Ong ciu thét ra manh liét dén ndi cai bong dén gﬁn nhét chay bung lén, i mdt con mua bui thiy tinh nhe roi )cuéng
con dudng rii soi, cling voi mot tiéng lanh canh thoang nhu tiéng nhac.
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CHARLIE BONE LUC NUA PEM

Jenny Nimmo
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 5
Mic Ket Trong Béng Toi

"Ong cau Paton &, Ong cdu dung 14 ké pha hoai ctia cong!" Charlie noi.

Mot tiéng cudi khan duc vang doi khap con phd hep. T trude téi gid, Charlie gan nhu chua timg nghe Ong cau minh cudi.
"S& ¢6 ai d6 bi két toi vu lambé bong dén nay," né néinghiém trang, "va con dam chéic ngudi d6 khong phaila Ong cau."
"Tat nhién," Ong ciu Paton dap. "Le 1én nao, nhoc. Minh nén quay vé truée khi ba me dang thuong ctia may lo quynh lén."

Khi hai nguoi buée pham pham qua thanh phd, chéc chdc Charlie lai phai chay méi kip dugc véinhimg sai chan dai ciia Ong cau

Paton.
"Di cang le cang d6t nhitng nang lugng," Ong cau Paton giai thich, "nhu thé s& b6t gay ra... tai nan."
"Con hoi f)ng cau mot viéc dugc khong?"
"May c6 thé hoi, nhung ta c6 thé khong tra 104," Ong cdu Paton dép.

"Chuyén d6 bat dau xay ra hdinao vay? Y con la Ong cdu ¢6 nhé lan dau tién phat hién ra minh c6 kha ning lamnd bong dén 1a khi

nao khong?"
Ong cau Paton dam chiéu:

"Chuyén d6 xay ra vao sinh nhat thir bay cia ta. Ta qua phan khich dén ndi phéng bé sach bong dén... Miéng thiy tinh vuong vai
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khip noi... Bon con nit vira kéu la thét kinh vira g& thity tinh bé ra khoi toc. Tat ca bon chung déu bo vé som, dé mic ta hoang mang va
budn hét sirc. Ta khong hé biét minh da gy ra ¢6 su cho dén khi cac chita n6i véita. Ho qua sirc hailong. Ho ra 1én, "Ta on dng t6i
cao, thing nay binh thuong," cir nhu lam bé dugc thiy tinh Ia binh thuong, con néu khong lam bé duoc thuy tinh thi la 'khong binh
thuong' vdy. Cha me ta ciing vui mimg khon xiét. Ta khong co tai can gi khac, may thdy do. Hom do ho dé ta chén hét chd kem cia moi
ngudi, sau d6 ta lan ra bénh."

"Ong cau ¢6 budn vi minh 1a mot Yewbeam khong? Nhét 1a néu biét ring nhu thé la khac ngudi?" Charlie hoi.

Chi con cach nha s6 9 vai can, Ong ciu Paton dimg phit lai.

"Nay, Charlie," 6ng nghiém nghinoi. "May s& thdy rang d6 chila van dé diéu khién dam do vat thoi. Néu may giir kin duoc tai can
clia may, thi moi chuyén s& 6n. Nhu nguoi ta hay néi dy, 'giir trong nha dung thoi'. Va dimg bao giv dung né vinhiing Iy do ngong cudng
vangd ngan."

"Benjamin c6 biét chuyén con nghe dugc nhiing giong noi," Charlie thi nhan. "Nhung né s& khong néi cho ai dau."

"Ta ciing tin n6 s& khong noi vaiai," Ong cau Paton nodi va bude tiép. "Thang d6 1a mdt dira bé hoi la. Vi tat ca nhimg gi chting ta
biét duoc, thi rat co thé, no la mot ngudi con cua Vua Po."

"Vua B3§?" Charlie sting so0.
Ong c4au Paton phong 1én miy bac tam cip nha s6 9.

"Pé lan khac ta s& ké cho may nghe vé Vua Do," 6ng n6i. "Ma nay, néu ta la may, ta s& khong hé mot 1oi nao vé ngudi ban sach véi
ndiBone dau."

Nhung trudce khi Charlie kip hoi tai sao thi Ong cdu Paton da m¢ duoc cira.
Phia sau canh ctra, ndi Bone dimg sin, nét miat nhu ndi sam.

"Hainguodivia ¢ dau vay?" Noi Bone hoi gang.

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

"Khong phai chuyén cua chi, Grizelda," C)ng cau Paton vira n6i vira sai chan vut qua mét ba.

"Con may s& noi cho tao biét chtr?" Ba hoi Charlie.

"Pé thang bé yén," Ong cau vira n6i vira ding dung lén cau thang. Chi tich tic sau d6, cira phong Ong cdu dong lai danh sam.
Charlie lach le vo bép trudc khindi Bone c6 thé hoiné lin nita. Me n6 dang ngdi mot minh, doc bao.

"Con divé6i Ong cau Paton," Charlie n6i véime, "didao thoi"

"O," trong me Charlie ¢6 vé lo au. "Me nghila con biét... biét viee f)ng ciu lam?"

"Da. Ciing hay ma, me. Con thiy chuyén d6 khong cé gi dé lo hét. Thyc tinh, biét dugc trong nha c6 ngudi khac ciing lam dugc...
um... my viée ky quai thi ciing nhe ca nguoi."

Charlie khong kim ndicon ngap. Homnay, n6 da dibo mot doan duong xa nhét tr trude toi nay, ma lai di le nira cho.
"Con dingu day," n6 ué oainoi.

N6 sap stra nga thiép di thi suc nhd dén mé chia khoa trong thi 4o khodc. Nén dau chung that ki di thi hon. Ngay mainoi Bone chic
chin s& luc soat phong n6. Ba di nghi ngd roi. Tai sao ba ctr phai biét tat tat moi thir thé nhi? That khong cong bang chat nao. N6 nhét
sdu bich chia khoa v6 trong mot chiéc gidy d4 banh. Hy vong s& khong muén nhin v mdt noi bdc mui nhu viy.

Sang homsau, dn sang xong, Charlie ldy bich chia khoa ra khoi gidy va cat trd lai bén trong tai 4o khoac. Xui x¢o thay, mot tiéng 16¢
x6c bat 1én khiné xubng con ba bac thang cudi cung. Viée xdy ra dung lic ndi Bone tir trong bép di ra.

"Tiéng gi vay ha?" Ba hoi.
"Tién trong tai con," Charlie noi.
"Khéng, khong phai. Pua tao coi miy gidu cai gi trong 40 d6."
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"Sao con phai gidu chd?" Charlie kéu 1én that to. N6 hy vong ai d6 s& dén giai ciru.

"May d3 mua bao cho ta chua, Charlie?" Ong cau Paton héi, ngé mit qua nhiing tay vin cau thang.
"Da chua," Charlie dap, long diy biét on.

"N6 khong duogc di dau hét, cho dén khind dwa ta xemné dang gidu cai gi," ndi Bone uy quyén.
Ong cau Paton tho hit ra, vé cau tiét:

"T6i m&i dua nd mdt nim tién xu dé mua bio déy. Chi Grizelda, ding c6 v& van nhu thé."

"Cau gan that diy!"

Trong mot khoanh khéc, noi Bone trong nhu sap nd tung vi phan ut.

Charlie chop lay thdi co. N6 vot le qua cai hinh hai dang ndi déa va phong ra ngoai cira truée. Ngay trude khi canh cira dong sap lai
sau lung, n6 con kip nghe ndi Bone ham he, "Cau s& phai hi tiéc vé diéu nay, Paton!"

Charlie bang a0 qua dudng dén nha Benjamin. N6 phai rung chudng nhiéu lan cira méi mo.

"Bd can gi?" Benjamin van mic d6 ngi.

"C6 chia khoa mé cai thung rdi," Charlie néi. "Minh v6 dugc khong?"

"Ba me minh dang ngi1," Benjamin riu riu noi.

"Minh s& khong lam 6n. Minh htra."

"Thoi dugc," Benjamin mién cudng dé Charlie vo nha. Roi, di chan khong, né nhon bude téi cai tii am tudng dudi gam cau thang.
"Bb [am di," nd vira n6i vira mé cua tu ra.
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"Chtr bd khéng mudn xem c6 céi gi trong thung sao?" Charlie hoi.
"Khong."

"Dimg vay chu, Benjamin," Charlie nai ni. "Minh dau c6 16i gi néu phai di hoc & cai truong kinh khung d6. B6 ciing biét 1a minh dau
¢6 mudn thé, dung khong? Nhung minh khong thé lam khac duoc, néu khong thi me minh va ngoai Maisie s& bi dudi ra ngoai duong."

"Vay a?" Mit Benjamin tron xoe.

"NoiBone Ia chti cin nha. Homkia, miy ba c6 biét tin minh nghe dugc nhiing tiéng noéi trong hinh, thé 1a ho dén dé kiém tra minh.
Néu minh khong lam diéu ho mudn, ho s& téng ¢b tui nay ra khoinha. Me minh va ngoai Maisie khong c6 léy mot xu."

Benjamin thé gap. "Hoa ra d6 la didu miy ba khach kinh di bira d6 da lam sao?"

Charlie gat dau. "Ho n6i minh phai dén Hoc vién vi minh c6 phép thuat... tirc 13, nghe dwoc tim hinh néi. Minh di ¢b gia b nhu
khong c6 phép, nhung bi ho gai bdy. My ba dua cho minh my tam hinh 6n khiép dam, dén ndi tiéng ciia minh ma minh con khong nghe
duogc."

"That toi hét strc," Benjamin n6i v6i vé hdi han. "Minh xin 16i, Charlie. Minh cir nghi la b tinh giit bi mat vi minh."
"Khéng doi ndo. Chiviminh khong mudn béo tin 6 vao sinh nhat cia bd théi," Charlie noi.

C6 tiéng sta nho nho phia trén, hai dira ngudce 18n thi thdy con Hat Pau dang ngdi giita cdu thang. Trong nd c6 vé ludng Iy khong
muén leo 1én tiép nira.

"Théinao, Hat Dau. Bén coi trong thung ¢ ginao," Benjamin dd ngot.
Con Hat Bau khong thé dé bi dd ngot dugc. N6 rén u r nhung van khong chiu nhiic nhich.
"Thoi ké may," Benjamin noi.

N6 mé canh cira ti 4m tuong va budc vo. Charlie vira dinh bude vo theo thi nghe tiéng Benjamin la Ién:
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"Bién mat roi!"
"Chic khong d6?" Charlie khong thich chut nao khinghe thiy nhu vay.

"Minh giau né sau gioé quan 4o roi ma. Cai gio bién mat, cai thung cling bién mat ludn." Benjamin luc tung do dac trong ti, nhac may
cay choilén, ha may cai hop xudng, ndng dong sach, da ddamung.

"Khong cé & day, Charlie 01" Benjamin buéc ra khoi ta 4m tuong. "Thiét tinh, minh xin 15i..."
"Héi coi ma bd dé nod ¢ dau," Charlie noi.
"Khéng duoc. Ma s& ndi tambanh néu danh thirc ma vao sang chii nhat." Benjamin bt dau cin cin moi.

May thay, truéc khi Benjamin trd nén qua bén loan, thi con Hat D4u lamné bét tap trung bang cach a0 xudng cau thang va lao vé
phia cira sau.

Hat PB4u dung trén hai chan sau, bAu chat mong vo tAmkinh ctra 8, stia nhu dién nhu dai.

Hai thing bé ciing lao ra cira, dén noi chi vira kip trong thdy mot ludng sang vut bién sau mot than cay.

"Nhitng con Méo Lira," Charlie th gép.

"M¢o Lira? Méo Lira nao?" Benjamin hoi.

Charlie ké cho ban nghe vé 6ng Onimousi va miy con méo.

"Oi, meo," Benjamin néi. "Hén gicon Hat Dau méi ndidién lén vay."

Sau nay Charlie han van luon luén thac mic: phai chang nhimng gi xay ra tiép theo d6 la c6 lién quan dén ba con Méo Lira ctia 6ng
Onimousi? Chinh miy con méo da khién chting phai chay ra cira sau. Va néu ching khong ra d6, thi s& ching bao gio nghe dugc tiéng

dong nho phat ra tir sau mdt canh ctra khac, 6 ngay canh chung.
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"C6 cai gitrong d6?" Charlie hoi.
"Cira tang ham," Benjamin tra 16i. "Nguy hiém lim. Bac thang muc hét rdi. Nha minh khong bao gio xudng do."
"Co ai d6 da vo day."

Charlie m¢ ctra. Dudi chan n6 la mot khoanh san nho xiu, va mot khoang khong den ngom. Charlie than trong budc qua cira ham va
nhin xudng. N6 chi thdy c6 mot cai thang gip trong réu ra din tudt vo bong tdi. Mot tiéng "thich" yéu 6t phat ra tir chan thang rdingung
bat.

"C6 dén day," Benjamin n6i, nhan cong tic bén trong canh cira.

Mot bong dén treo trén tran ting hAimsoi sang cin phong bui bam trong nhu da bo khong. Gio thi Charlie ¢6 thé thay miy bac
thang nguy hiém dén chimg nao. Cai thi ntt toac, céi thi da gay han.

"Ba ctrnoi la s€ stra lai, nhung cha bao gi¢ ba c6 thoi gian," Benjamin noéi.

"Minh xudng déy," Charlie crong quyét. N6 da thay cai thung mau bac nim canh béc thang cudi cung.
"Pimg," Benjamin ngan lai. "Bo s& bi tai nan khung khiép va d6 1a 16i ciia minh."

"Khéng dau," Charlie bit dau leo xubng. "Minh s& mo céi thung d6 ra."

"Sao phai mo?" Benjamin hét 1€n. Hat Dau tru theo phu hoa.

"Minh mudn biét trong d6 cé gi truée khivo Hoc vién. O6i!"

Charlie trugt chan. Nhung né xoay duoc nguoi, du vo mdt bac thang chic chin hon, quyét dindt quang duong con lai, ¢6 bAu chat
hai bén chiéc thang, trong khiban chan do dim timnhiing bac ¢ thé chiu ndi strc ning. Bang cach Ay, sai vai ct hut va trugt, n6 ciing
mo xudng duge day ham.

"Mang cai thung 1én day di," Benjamin, lay hét can dam dé quy sat bén miéng ham, néi vong xudng.
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Charlie d4 tra cai chia dau tién vo 16 khoa.
"Minh s& md cai thung dudindy luon," né néi. "Ai ma biét dugc nhd dau trong nay c6 cai gi."

Chia khoa dau tra khong khop, chiée thir hai ciing thé. Khong c6 dmthanh gi nita phét ra tir cai thung, va Charlie bt dau ty hoi
khong biét tiéng 'thich' la lung kia 14 tiéng dng nudc chay, hay tiéng chudt chay dudi van 16t san. N6 thir chiéc chia khoa thir ba nhung
cling khong kha gi hon.

C6 Ingledew di dwa cho Charlie mudi chiéc chia khoa ca thay, khi thir dén ci thir ndm, n6 c6 cam giac Ia s& khong c¢é chia nao hop
v6icéithung bac. C6 vai cailon dén ndi khong thé lot duge vo 18 khéa. Thé dai, Charlie léy ra cai chia thir sau.

"Khong dugc ha?" Benjamin hoi.

"Cha c6 cainao vura," Charlie u €. "Dudinay lanh kinh khiing. Minh sg..."

Mot tiéng gb that to phia cira ra v6 ngét 10i nd. Con Hat Pau sua vang va Benjamin nhém phit day.

"Minh phai laimsao bay gio?" Benjamin hét hoang.

"Tét nhit ra coi d6 1a ai truée khi ba me b thirc day," Charlie néi. "Nhé dong cira ham lai, nh& khi ngudi 6 vo nha."

Charlie khong da dong gi dén cai bong dén, nhung trong lic lo ling, Benjamin da vo ¥ tat phut dén trudc khi dong cira ham lai.
"EI" Charlie thi thim to hét ¢& mot tiéng thi tham.

Benjamin di rdi. Charlie con lai mot minh trong bong ti. N6 khong thiy dugc cai thung lan mo chia khoa. Tuy vay, nd van c6 thé
camnhan bang xic giac; va khi dua tay so soang mit thing gd ghé, n6 nhan ra 6 mot mang 1mnhé bén hong thung. Chim cham, ngén
tay n6 lan theo cac ti: MUOI HAI TIENG CHUONG CUA TOLLY.

Phan Benjamin, dau 6¢ n6 quay cuong luc chay ra mo cira. N6 ¢0 tuong tuong xemai ma lai & ngoaibéc ctra sang Chi nhat banh mat
thé nay. C6 nén cho ngudi d6 vo khong; va néu cho vo rdi thi lidu né ¢ thé quay lai voi Charlie khong? By gio né méinhd ra minh da
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bo Charlie lai trong bong tbi.

Benjamin mo hi hi ctra, va dom quanh. Mgt ngudi phu nit dung trén béc thém. Ba ta c6 mai toc den, mic mot cai 4o khodc sAm trong

muot ma. Mic diu dd duge mot ciy du che kin dén phan nira nguoi, nhung ngay lic trong thiy ba, Benjamin da biét chéic do la ai. N6
nhan ra d6iing do. P6 la mdt trong nhitng ba cd Yewbeam ctia Charlie.

nay.

N6 hoi, "Chidé a?" Nhung khong mo ctra rong thém chit nao.

"Xin chao chau!" Nguoi phu nit ¢6 giong ndi nhtra nhya, ngot lim. "Chéu 1a Benjamin dting khong?"

"Da," Benjamin dap.

"Thang chau ciia bac c6 & day khong?" Thang Charlie 4y? Bac biét n6 la ban chau." Ba ta mim cudi ngot ngao.
Ngay lay tirc, con Hat Dau cit tiéng gim gir trong hong, thé 1a Benjamin thoat dugc réc rdi, khoi phai tra 10i.

Ba ta cudi khéy, noi:

"O. N6 khong thich ta sao, con cho ay?"

Benjamin di dén két luan rang, du véibat ky 1y do gi, n6 ciing tuyét ddikhong dugc noi Charlie dang ¢ du véinhan vat Yewbeam

"Ban 4y khong c6 & day," n6 noi. "Chau khong gip ban 4y tir hdm qua."

"Thé a?" Nguoi phu nit nhuén mot bén chan may den dailén. Ba ta khong con cudi nita. "Ky that. N6 néino dén gap chau kia ma."
"Khong, ban éy khong dén," Benjamin chéi.

"0, sao may biét 1a n6 khong dén?" Ba ta ching con gd-ramngot ngao nao nita.

"Vinéu ban iy dén thindy gid ban ay ding day." Benjamin tra 161, khong mdt chut ngic ngi.
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Lac nay con Hat Pau bit diu sua hung ton va Benjamin di c6 thé dong sap cira lai trudc miii ba ta. Khéa cira va cai chdt xong, no
hé nhin qua khe nhom va thiy ba ta dang nhin né trimg trimg, mit tring béch ra vi tirc gian.

Benjamin lui khoi ctra va nhon chan quay lai ting ham.

"Charlie," n6 thdm thi, m& cira hAmra. "Mot trong méy ba ¢6 cua bd téi"

"Oi, khong," tiéng thi thao dic nghet ciia Charlie vang Ién trong bong tdi. "Bat dén 1én, Benjamin."
"Xin 13i, xin 161," Benjamin bidm cong tic dén va nhin xudng, thiy Charlie dang quy canh céi thung.
"Ba c6 nao vay?" Charlie hoi.

"Ba toc den, 4o daiden, ing d6 va mat trfing béch éy," Benjamin néinho nhe.

"\enetia," Charlie tho ra. "Ba 4y gian xao ldm."

"Coibd ba 4y s& khong di khoi bac cap trude nha dau. Bo nén ra bang 16i ctra sau."

Nhung Charlie con bén chiéc chia khoa can thir true khi chao thua trong nhuc nha. Chang c6 cinao vira ca.
"Minh phai timcho ra," n6 hét Ién.

"Suyt! Ba ta nghe thiy bay gio," Benjamin nhic.

"Minh Ién ddy." Charlie bit ddu leo 1én. Lan nay kho khan hon. Vai bac thang da giy rum trén dudng no leo xudng, va co vaibéc
bay gid n6 phai du lén biang hai tay.

"Uil" N6 suyt xoa khi bj mot manh diam dam v6 ngon tay cai.

"Suyt!" Benjamin nhéc nia.
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Cudi cung Charlie téi duoc bac thang trén cing, va hai dira cung nhau ron rén di ra cira trude.

Benjamin dan mit vo khe nhom.

"Ba ta dirdi," n6 noi.

"Khong biét nhu thé thixiu hon hay tét hon," Charlie n6i. "Ba ta c6 thé rinh rép ¢ dau d6 roi bat thinh linh xong ra."

"Bo ¢ thé dingang vuon sau nha rdi dom qua tudng coi ba ta ¢ & d6 hay khong," Benjamin goi ¥, "may ra c6 thé thoat biang cach
do."

"Y hay," Charlie nhat tri.
Chung ra ctra sau, vdi Hat Dau di theo, sua dng éng khoai chi, mong mdt cudc di dao.
"Amivay ma ba me bd van c6 thé ngu dugc nhi," Charlie nhén xét.

"Ba ne minh mét," Benjamin noi, rdi n6 hoi, "Chuyén mé céi thing sao quan trong vay? Minh cir dé n6 khoa luon khong duoc sao?
Vit né vo sot rac hay gigido."

"DPau dugc," Charlie phan d6i. "Mo6n d6 ¢ bén trong thung da duge ding dé d6i dira bé. Gio ¢6 Ingledew c6 thé dung n6 dé chudc
dtra bé vé. Tui minh phai giit cho cai thung dugc an toan."

"L nd la mot thir khing khiép ma khong ai mudn giir thi sao?"

Charlie ¢4 nghi téi diéu nay, nhung 16iné qua quyét rang dy Ia thir ma c6 ngudi rt can. Tai sao miy ba 6 lai quan tim dén thé?
Tai sao lai c6 mot thang toc do dén hoi vé cai thung?

"Chac chan 1a c6 ngudirat can mén do do," Charlie n6i, "nhung ho s€ khong cé dugc nd cho dén khinao minh tim dugc dua bé, va
theo 6ng Onimousindi, thi dra bé dang & Hoc vién Bloor."

Charlie m¢ ctra sau, nhay xudng cac bac tam cap va phong vot qua khu vuon.
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Benjamin nhin thang ban ¢t thé lao vii qua cong ma khong chiu dé y hai phia.
"N6 s¢& biba co kinh khung kia tom méit thoi." Benjamin th dai. Doi khi Charlie chang nghingoi can than xem minh dang lam gi ca.

Con Hat Bau 16 vé that vong vikhong dugc di dao, Benjamin quyét dinh lam cho né mdt bira sang that xdm tu. Nghi tdi mon xiic xich
nuéng thi dén Benjamin ciing cam thay d6i bung.

Khi xubng bép, Benjamin chot thiy ngay giita ban bép c6 mot tim danh thiép ghi dong chit Orivil Onimousi va Nhimg Con Méo
Lira, bang chit in nhil vang.

T4mdanh thiép ndm day tu lic nao? Lamsao né chui dugce vo day? Va tai sao né lai chui vo day?

Charlie di chay hét con hém sau nha Benjamin. Gi¢s thiné dang & khuc dudng ma hémno, lin diu tién, né bit gip Ong cau kich bé
bong dén. N6 liéc that le qua trai, rdi qua phai, dé biét chic 1a ba c6 khong c6 trén duong.

"Minh lira dugc ba dy rdi," Charlie hi hung. N6 chay t6i duong Filbert, queo cua va...
"Tém duge rdil" Mot giong noi vang lén.
Ba c6 Wenetia cim nhitng mong tay dai ngap vai Charlie.

"Di theo ta nao, thang kia," ba Venetia rii ri day de doa. "Chung ta c6 diéu muén hoi mi. Va néu chung ta khong nhan dugc cau tra 1oi
thoa dang thi dang tiéc cho mi day. Rat dang tiéc."
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CHARLIE BONE LUC NUA PEM
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Chuong 6
Ky Nghi Bi Hong
Ba c6 Venetia 16 Charlie v& nha, mong tay ba bau chit ¢ né. Charlie hét thup xudng lai ving vay sudt doc duong, nhung khong
sao thoat khoi nhimg mong vudt cimg nhu thép dé.
B
NoiBone dang dimg doiho ¢ hanh lang, mit ba ndng nhu deo da.
"Tét 15m, Venetia. Can phai c6 do6ichan tré khoe dé bit mot tén toi pham."
"Chéau ma 13 toi pham?" Charlie phan dbi.
N6 liéc d6iung do cia ba c6 Venetia. Poi chan cua ba Ay khong lay gi lam tré khoe cho im. Ba 4y chi gian manh, thé thoi.
Noi Bone thiic n6 v6 bép; né ngdixudng, xoa bop céi cd ciia minh.
Me Charlie ngudce 1én khoitrang béo:
"Cé6 chuyén givay?"
"Chung ta c6 mt théng hu dén," ndi Bone x4i xa. "Phai vay khong, Charlie? Va mt thé'mg dditra.”

"Khéng phai," Charlie Jam bam.
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"O! Tao noi'phai' day." Noi Bone ngdi déi dién va ngd lam lim vé mit Charlie. "N6 ¢6 mdt cai thung khong phai la ciia n6, nhung né
khong thé mé cai thung ra dugc."

Charlie chua kip ngan cho ndi Bone ngung ndi, thiba c6 Wenetia da thoc tay vo tido n6 va rat ra bich chia khoa.

"Cai gi day?" Ba vira hoi, vira rung mé chia khéa lach cach trén dau no.

"Charlie, chia khoa d6 cua ai?" Me n6 hoi.

"Khong cua aicd. B6 la... mdt ngudi ban cho con. Choithéima."

"Dd n6i l40," ndi Bone gam lén.

"Pung goind nhu vay chd," me Charlie gian dit. "Sao me biét dugc chuyén d6 la khong c6 that?"

"Amy than yéu, t6i biét 16 con trai c6 hon c6 ddy," noi Bone lanh lung. "Mot ké dtng Iy ra phai biét ranh hon vé cai thung da cho
thing bé cai thung. Mot ké nao d6 khong cé quyén giit cai thung d6, va cai thing ngu nay lai dem gidu no di, chic chén 1a & trong nha

thiang Benjamin."

"Con khong hi€u ndi dang ndi gi," Charlie cdi. N6 nhat dinh khong tra 161 thém mdt cau hdindo nira, va cudi cung ndi Bone danh bo
cudc.

V&inu cudi hiémdoc, ba cd Venetia thay mé chia khoa xuéng ban.
"Tét hon con nén tra chiing vé noi ciia chung," ba néi, kha ngot ngao.
Charlie chop ldy ddng chia khoa.

"Viéc nay chua xong dau," ndi Bone de net.

"pé théng bé yén di," me Bone bao.
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"Gio bon ta s& dé mic n6." Noi Bone nhin ba c6 WVenetia day ngu y. "Chung ta van con con c4 khac dé tom."

Charlie nhe ca ngudi khi hai ba d6inén, deo ging tay va lu6t le ra dudng, chic lai quay nhidu ai d6. Néu Benjamin 14 nan nhan ho
nhimt6i thiho sé& khong doinao vuot qua dugce con Hat Pau.

"Charlie, chuyén gi vdy con?" Me n6 hoi khi chi con hai me con.

"Khéng ¢ gi dau, me. Noi Bone mudn biét moi thir, nhung con cé quyén giit bi mit cia minh chw, phai khong me?"

"(). Nhung coi bd day 14 loai bi mat kha nghiém trong. Con khong thé n6i véi me d6 1a gisao?"

Trong me lo ling qua, Charlie ghét nht 1a phai n6i dbi me. No quyét dinh it ra ciing nén hé cho me biét mot phan nho cua van dé.
"Vu nay la vé mdt dira bé," no bt du.

Me n6 ha héc miéng kinh ngac, "Mt dira bé!"

Charlie mong sao me n6 dung c6 hoang s¢ nhu vay.

"Yén tdm di me, con khong danh cép ai hay cai gi cd. Bay gio n6 khong con bé nira, con bé ay... n6 1a con géi... ¢& bang tudi con. Khi
n6 con nhd xiu, me n6 mat va ba né da dem ddind lay mot thir khac..."

"Cai gi?" Me n6 voidua tay bummiéng lai.

"Kinh khing qua me nhi? Nhung ma, ba con bé 4y méi mit. Ngudi ba con duy nhét con séng ctia n6 mudn gip lai né, nhung ba nay
khong timra chau minh duogc. Vi thé con dinh s& di tim con bé."

"Con 4y h4, Charlie? Con khong thé di khip noi tim tré lac dugc. Aima biét duoc con bé d6 dang ¢ dau."

"Um, nhung con nghicon biét n6 & dau. Con khong noéi thém duge nita dau, me a. Con xin 16i. Me s& khong néi gi véindi Bone hay
v6i méy ba c¢6 chir mg? Con khong nghiho vé phe me con minh dau."
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"Me déng y," me Charlie noi, vé khd tam.
"Con s€ timcon bé d6, me a," Charlie cuong quyét. "Tuc cuodi that, nhung ty nhién con théy d6 1a viéc con phai lam."
Trudce su xuc dong cuc do cua Charlie, mét me n6 bit ddu long lanh, nhoa I¢.

"Con giéng ba con qud," me n6 diu dang. "Me sé€ gitt bi mat cho con, Charlie. Nhung phai can than. Bon ho rat manh, con biét do,
nhiing ngudi ma con d6i dau ay."

Anh mat me no liéc nhanh I&n cira s6 no6i cho Charlie biét chinh xA¢c m¢ mudn am chi ai.
Chudng ctra reng. Nghido la ngoai Maisie lai quén chia khda, me¢ Charlie bao n6 ra mo cura.

Thay vi thdy ngoai Maisie ngoai ngudng ctra, né thdy mot thing bé c6 nét mit rang r&. Thing bé cao hon Charlie mdt chut, toc
sang, mau nau nhat, hoi giéng v&i mau mét.

"Anh 14 Fidelio Gunn," thiang bé no6i."Ngudi ta yéu cdu anh giup emhoc nhac. Anh sé 1a gia su cia em. Em I ngudi may mén lim
d4y nhé."

Charlie 4 khéu.

"Homnay la cha nhat ma," cudi cing no noi.

Thang bé toét miéng cudi dén mang tai:

"Ca tuan anh ban lam, khong di dugc. Anh vo duge khong?" N6 xach theo mot hop dung vicam.
Charlie d4 binh tinh lai. "Ai g&i anh dén day thé?"

"Dinhién 1a Hoc vién Bloor," thang bé n6i mdt cAch nong nhiét. "Ho bao vdianh 1a phan &mnhac ctia em can phai lam viéc lai." Nu
cuoi cua n6 thamchi con ngoac rong hon nira.

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

"Amnhac ciia emlam gico," Charlie noi, nhe ring cuoi lai.
Thang bé la mit budc vo hanh lang, khong doi moi. "Dan piano & dau?" N6 hoi.

Charlie ddn no v6 cin phong chi ding cho nhimg dip viéng thim ctua ngudinha Yewbeam. O cudi phong, mot cay dan piano ké sat
tudong. Theo tri nhd ciia Charlie thi chua ai timg dung dén cay dan.

"Bum", Fidelio m& nip dan. No lu6t nhitng ngon tay khap cac phimnga. Mot giai diéu dich thuc ndi 1én, mot giai diéu kha dep.
"Can phai diéu chinh," Fidelio n6i, "nhung ciing khong can lam. C6 ai choi cdy dan nay khong?"

Charlie chot nhanh nhau néi, "Hinh nhu ba em ¢6 choi. Emkhong biét. Ba em mét roi."

"O." Lan déu tién ké tir lac dén, Fidelio trong c6 vé nghiém tuc.

"Chuyén xay ra lau limrdi," Charlie hap tap noéi.

Nu cuoi cua Fidelio xuAt hién tr¢ lai. N6 kéo ghé danra, ngéi xuéng va choi dan that vang that han hoan.

"Cac con dang lam gi 462" me Charlie dimg & ngudng cira, mit ba trang béch nhu bi ma nhat.

"Chao c6!" Fidelio ndi. "Chdu 14 Fidelio Gunn. Chau dén dé day nhac cho Charlie."

"Sao lai thé?" Me Charlie hoi.

"Viemay la mot trong nhitng ngudi co phép thuat, va cho di em iy khong bao gi a nhac si, thi em ay ciing khong thé dén Hoc
vién ma mu tit dugc, phai khong a?".

Fidelio n& mot ny cudi 4m ap v6i me Charlie.

"Co ciing nghithé," me Charlie n6i mot cach yéu 6t. "Khong ai choi cdy dan piano d6 tir... tir rit lau roi." Co hing giong, ¢6 hong co
khan dic, "Um... cac con tiép tuc di," ¢6 néirdidira, dong cira phong lai.
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Charlie khong thich ngudi ta biét né co phép thuat.
"Lam thé nao ma anh biét em... ¢6...2" N6 hoi Fidelio.

"Néu em sép v0 hoc khoa nhac, ma khong biét dan 1§y mdt cdy xiic xich, thi bdo ddm em phai la mdt ké trong damdo 101," Fidelio no.
"S§ con lai bon anh déu chi co tai thoi."

Charlie to mod. "Con bon nhu tui em nhiéu khong?"

"Khong nhiéu," Fidelio noi. "Anh khong biét hét miy dira nhu em. Mot s dira trong s6 d6 thuce sy ¢6 tai, lai vira c6 phép thuat. A
ma, emcé phép gi?"

Charlie cam thay khong mudn ké ra lic nay vu né nghe dugc nhiing tiéng noi.
"Em € n6icho anh nghe vao lic khac," nd bao.
Fidelio nhun vai. "Ciing dugc. Gio thi tiép tuc hoc nhac nao."

Chung bit dau bang "md c¢o", va Charlie v6 cung ngac nhién Ia chi sau vai 16i kinh khiing thiné ciing xoay s& dé danh duoc mot s6
nét nhac co ban béng ca haitay, trong khi Fidelio chon lya giai diéu.

Chimg sau mot tiéng ddng hd, Charlie c6 thé choi cac thang 4m trén nhitng phim khac nhau, va ca mot hop amrai. Fidelio 1a mot gido
vién vo cung dn 0. N6 nhay 16p cop quanh Charlie, nhip chan, g6 16n dan, xuéng am. Cudi ciing, né liy cdy vicdmra va bit ddu dém
cho Charlie. Chung tao nén amthanh thét tuyét.

"Gi¢ anh phai vé day," Fidelio ngan nga, vung vy va dwa cho Charlie:
"Coi k¥ nhiing cai nay va hoc thudc cac nét nhac di. Pugc khong?"
"Dugc a." Pau Charlie van con ving vang tiéng nhac khinhin Fidelio di ra.

Chiéu hom d6, Charlie mang may ban nhac Fidelio da dé lai cho n6 ra xem. N6 nhanh chong nhén ra la néu ngdi bén dan piano thisé
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d& hoc thudc cac nét nhac hon.
Nhung n6 chi méi 4n duge vai phim thi ndi Bone bit ngd xong vo, yéu cau duge biét visao né lai dn 4o 1én nhu vay.
"Con phai hoc néu sép t6ivo khoa nhac, ding khong a?" Charlie n6i.
Noi Bone khit mili va sau d6 dit mot cudn tap to co 1én cai ban phong an.
"Hoc nhac xong thi bét tay v6 cai nay, nghe chua," ba béo.
Charlie khong thich cai tap gidy day cop, den thui d6. Ngoai bi la dong chir dugce in nhii vang: HOC VIEN BLOOR.
"D0 1a cai gi vay?" N6 hoi.

"Bai tap," ndi Bone dap. "Nhimg cau hoi. Con phai tra 151 moi cau hoi trong d6. ta s& kiém tra bai lam ciia con vao cubi mdingay.
Néu sai thi phai lam lai. Ta nghi can it nhat mot tuan dé tra 1oi hét."

"Nhu thé khong cong bang," Charlie liu Iudi. "Tiéu hét ca ky nghi cta con rdi con gi."

"Khong dau," ndi Bone mim cuoi."Con ¢6 may vi tinh, dung khong? Ctr nghi xem, trong vong mot tuan con s& biét dugc bao nhiéu
1 thr. ROi con s& gan nhu mdt nha thong thai, phai khong Charlie?"

"Con khong mudn thong thai," Charlie lau bau.

"Néu may tra 101 khong xong my cdu hoinay thitao dam chéc la may s& khén khé khén nan ¢ Hoc vién Bloor day." Noi Bone ndi
céu. "Chtr may mudn ngay tir dau da khong ra gi hay sao thé?" Roi, van mang mot nu cudi gan buc boi, ba roi khoi phong.

Charlie khong thé tin ndi sao minh den dui toi vay. N6 mé cudn tap ra va dao qua danh sach ciu hoi. C6 nim tram I¢ hai cau! Va, v6i
céiliéc s0, n6 biét minh khong thé tra 161 bat ky cau nao. Tat ca déu hoi vé lich sir xa xua, vé nhimg dia danh, vé nhiing con ngudino
chua timg nghe n6i dén. Gay nhat 1a nhiing cau hoi vé toan va khoa hoc. Dui véi may vi tinh thiné ciing phai mat nhiéu thé ky méi tra 1oi
hét phan ntra.
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Charlie rén ri. N6 danh phai tir bd 4m nhac ma xich cudn tap bia den 1én lau. Khi di ngang qua cira phong Ong cau Paton, chot nay ra
mot ¥, n6 bén g cira, hoi ngan ngai.

"Gi d6?" Giong ndicau kinh quen thudc vong ra.

"Con day ma, Ong cau Paton," Charlie n6i. "Con xin 16i 3 quiy rdy Ong ciu, nhung con c¢6 chuyén nay hét strc ric réi can duoc
giap d5."

"Vay thivé di," Ong ciu Paton noi trong tiéng tho dai.

Charlie buéc vo. Phong Ong ciu trong con hdn don hon lan trude. Vai miu gidy con méc ca vo tay 4o ong.
"Chuyén gi?" Ong c4u Paton hoi.

Charlie d3t cudn tap 1én ban ong.

"Noi Bone kéu con phai tra 161 toan bo nhitng cau hoi nay trong mot tuan. Hon nam trim ciu."

Ong cau huyt gio, va ndi "Mot yéu cau qué sirc ddy, Charlie."

"Lamsao con lam duoc, C)ng cau Paton?"

"May s& can rat nhicu gidy."

"Thoi ma. Nghiém tic di ma," Charlie dau kho néi.

"Ta coi la miy dang xin ta gitip d& di," Ong cau Paton do dua. "Néu vay thi ta ciing khong thé bo cong viéc cua ta homnay dugc.
Nhung ngay mai chic chén ta s& lamnhimg gi c¢6 thé lam dugc cho may. Kién thtrc bach khoa cua ta ciing dang ké ddy. Chung ta s& giai
quyét déng nay gon gang thoi, ta chac d6." Ong cau vd v 1én tap gidy den. "By gio thi dem cai thir xau xa nay di di, va dé cho ta yén."

"Con camon, Ong cau Paton. CAmon, cdm on Ong cau!"
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Long tran tré biét on, Charlie nhay vut ra clra, nhung lAn nay, trude khi ra khdi, nd khong thé kim dugc, hoi:
"Chinh x4c thi cong viéc ctia Ong cau la gi vay?"

"Ta dang viét mot cudn sach," Ong cau tra 10i ma khong nhin Ién. "Lau nay ta van viét, va chic chan s& viét mai."
"Séach vé cai gia?"

"Lich stt, Charlie." Ong cau Paton gio dang viét lia lia mot cach gian dir vé mot cubn sé. "Lich sir dong ho Yewbeam va ong t6 cta
ho la Vua Bo."

Lai la Vua Do.

"Ong ta 1a ai vay?" Charlie hoi.

"Ong ta 14 ai 22" Ong cau Paton nhin Charlie cham cham, nhu thé khong tréng thay né, nhu thé y nghi ciia 6ng dang ¢ tan dau tan
dau. "Mot ngay nao do, ta s& ké cho may nghe nhiéu hon. Con bay gio, tit ca nhimg gi ta c6 thé noila, ong iy 1a mot vi vua... di bién
mét."

"Q," Charlie quyét dinh t6t nhét 1a n6 nén bién di, trong khi Ong cau van con dang vui vé. N6 dong ctra lai, that s& sang sau lung.

Ong cau Paton da giit 10i. Hing ngay 6ng cho Charlie vo phong, rdi hai ngudi ciing nhau giai tir dau dén cudi cai danh sach ciu hoi
dai thuot 4y. Ong cau Paton thyc di khong ngoa vé kién thire tdng quat ciia minh. Qua la dang né.

Charlie giai dap mot trim cdu mdi ngay; nhu thé, theo Ong cdu d3 tinh toan, n6 s& hoan thanh vao tdi th sdu va s& c6 mot ngay
nghi cudi tudn trude khi vo Hoc vién.

Vao cac budi tdi, noi Bone cho phép Charlie mé dan piano ra va tap miy nbt nhac ma Fidelio d dua cho no dé hoc thudc. Nhung c6
mdt hom, né quén. N6 doi qua nén phai vo bép kiém banh mi bo an. Mdi cin duge vai miéng thiné guc dau xudng ban va thiép di. N6
choang day thi thiy noi Bone dang nam toc kéo ddu né 1én.

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com
"Hoc nhac, Charlie!" Ba gao 1én v&iné. "Khéng hoc cho xong thi dimg c¢6 ma an t6i."

Charlie 1€ budc dén bén cdy dan piano. Noi Bone ddi theo ndé nhu mét con diéu hau, cho dén luc n6 kéo cai ghé dan ra va ngoi
xudng. N6 mét dén ndi khong nhac ndingédn tay; thé nén né khong cd nira. Nga ngudi ra sau, khoanh tay trude nguc, né lam bam:

"Phai chi c6 ba ¢ day, ba s€ day minh. Minh nghi chi c6 ba mai thich hop vdicay dan nay."
Noi Bone da dombd di, nhung ngay lap tic, ba budt mi€ng:

"Ba con c6 mdt cay piano 16n, dung gitra mdt can phong rong, sang trung. Can phong dé chi co6 hai thir théi: d6 1a cay dan piano va
ba Lyell cia con. Nhin qua diy ctra s6 dai la thdy mdt hd nude, nhung ba con khong bao gio nhin ra d6, ba con chi dan mét vo ban nhac
trong khi mudi ngdn tay bam phim dan. Thé 1di, Lyell bé v& 10i nguyén."

"Sau d6 chuyén gi xay ra?" Charlie diing camhoi. N6 gan nhu nghe thay mot tiéng "cric" trong ngudindi Bone, khi ba vut thoat
khoicon mo mang.

"Ba miy d3 pha luat, Charlie. Viéc xay ra 1a vay. Can than dung dé viéc d6 lap lai véi may do."

Trong tich tic, ba bién mat, va Charlie nhin théy minh da tinh nhu sdo. Nira gid sau, n6 da thudc nhiéu ndt nhac dén ndi co thé doc
duoc mot giai di€u don gidn, va thdm chi con dan dugc ca giai di€u éy.

K& tir khi bj lira dén ndi tu phan bdi chinh minh, Charlie tranh khong xem bao hay tap chinita. N6 khong muén nghe nhiing tiéng noi.
N6 khong mudn nghe trom chuyén riéng tu hay ling nghe chuyén bi mit ctia ngudi khac nira. Mdi lan me né md bao ra doc, no lai
ngoanh dau di. Nhung ngoai Maisie bao phép thuat bamsinh ctia né nén dugc sir dung, dé cho vui thoi vay ma. Cudi ciing ngoai ciing
thuyét phuc duoc Charlie ling nghe hinh hai ngdi sao man bac ma ba ngudng mé: Gregory Morton va Lydia Smiley.

Brc hinh chup bén hd boi. Ban dau Charlie chi nghe dugc mot tiéng toe nude nhoé xiu. N6 dinh ddy to tap chira chd khac, dang hy
vong thé 1a d3 mit han cai biét tai khong mong doi d6, thi mdt giong noéi vang 1én, "Phai giam can di thoi em gai. Ngudi em nirt ra khoi cai
bikini kia.

D6 chic chin 14 giong cua tay phé nhay, bai vi lién ngay theo sau la giong cia Gregory Morton vang tuc khung kiép, "May c6 dé
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nguoi yéu cua tao yén khong, may 1a dd **** 111 Tao thich miim mim, tréng..."
Lydia Smiley ving tuc tham chi con nhiéu hon Gregory, c6 ta néi, "Du rdi. Tao chiu hét ndi tui bay roi. Ca hai thang ****11"

Charlie Iip lai nhitng gin6 di nghe duoc cho ngoai Maisie va me. Ho phé ra cudi lan cudi bo, cudi chay ca nude mat. Charlie thay
chuyén d6 dau c6 mic cudi lim, nhung tiéng cudi ciia ngoai Maisie dé liy nén cudi ciing no ciing bat cudi theo hich hich.

"Oi, Charlie, nghe thémnita di," ngoai Maisie naini. "Bé coi, tim nay dugc khong?"
Ngoai lai day to tap chivé phia Charlie, chi vo hinh ngai thii tuéng va gia dinh.

Charlie chwa kip liéc nhin tim hinh thi cira mé tung, va ndi Bone hién ngang di vo. Ngay lap tic ba doan dugc chuyén gi dang xay ra,
bén pham phim dén bén ban, git 1y to tap chiva kep vo nach.

"Sao cac ngudi dam lam chuyén nay?" Ba hét 1én, ludm ngoai Maisie tru6e tién rdi ludm me Charlie. "Thang bé nay dugc ban phép
thuat," ba tho mot ngon tay dai di manh vo dau Charlie, "va cac nguodi dang khuyén khich n6 lam dung phép thuat."

"Con chi..." Charlie cat tiéng.

"Tao thira biét may di lam gi," noi Bone lanh ling. "Ngdi trong bép ma cudi sing sic thi ddu co gi dang hoang. May khong xing
dang véi tai phép ctia may, thing ngu. Bay gio may biét may co phép thuat rdi thi phai c6 trach nhiém trau doi né chd. Phai trau ddi, phai
ton kinh, phai nudi dudng ciia thira ké d6 chd... chd dau phai ling phi vo nhiing tro rac rudi, 16 bich nhu vay. Li¢u ma dung n6 vo nhiing
viéc quan trong."

Charlie tinh cii 1 thu tudng ciing quan trong vy, nhung né lai suy nghixa hon. N6 con hai ngay va hai trim cdu héi can tra 1oi, n6
khong mudn pha co hdicé mot ngay cudi tuan ranh rdi.

"T6i chang hiéu tai sao lai khong dé thang Charlie thinh thoang duoc vui vé mot ti," ngoai Maisie phan ng. "N¢ ciing la chau toi

A"

vay

"D6 1a diéu khong may cho né," ndi Bone tap lai. "Charlie, vé phong hoc bai."
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Charlie voi va chudn 1én 1Au, vo phong minh, dé mic ngoai Maisie va ndi Bone ¢ lai méng mo nhau.
N6 vira tinh ngdi vé ban thi trong thdy Benjamin bing qua dudng. Charlie vy tay va mé cira s ra.

"C6 chuyén gi vay?" Benjamin goi. "Sao miy ngay nay khong thay bd? Minh ¢6 nhdn chudng nha bd hoai nhung khong ai cho
minh vo."

Charlie gio cudn tap den lén.

"Minh c6 ndm trdm cau hoi phai tra 161," né néi véi Benjamin." Gio chi con hai trdm cau théi. Minh s& rdnh vao cudituan. Con caidé
sao roi?"

"T¢ lam," Benjamin noi. "N6 van phat ra tiéng dong. Co mot ba ¢ dang so clia bd dén. Ba ay gia bo di quyén gop tir thién, nhung
minh biét mit ba ma. Ba nay ciing gidng nhu ba kia théi, co diéu gia hon."

"Bo khong dé ba Ay vo nha ch?" Charlie lo lang hoi.
"Khéng, Con Hat Pau tung ra ¢t sua chét ngudi la ba 4y chay mat."

"Thang Hat Pau kha ldm. By gio minh phai di lam bai thoi, Benjamin." Charlie thd daindo né. "Hen gip bd vao thir sau khi minh d3
lam xong cac cau hoi."

"(." Benjamin phay tay mot cai. "Ky nghi dién that! Minh ching gip duoc ai ca. Minh s& din con Hat Pau di coi phim."
"Ngoairap co chiéu '"Trai Tim Cho' d6," Charlie néi. "Con Hat Pau s& thich cho coi."

N6 dong ctra s6 lai va quay vé véinhitng cau hoi. Nhung no khong sao tap trung duge. Pau 6¢ nd cir nghi dén cai thung mau bac.
Trong d6 c6 gi? Va tai sao nhitng ngudi nha Yewbeam lai nén nong mudn doat cho dugce cai thung d6 dén vay?
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CHARLIE BONE LUC NUA PEM

Jenny Nimmo
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 7
Bi Théi Mién

Vo téi thtr Sau, ngi Bone chdm diém mot tram céu hoi cudi ciing cta Charlie. N6 da kiém tra k§ v6i Ong cau Paton, va né chéc chin
tAt ca nhiing cau tra o1 déu dung. Nhung ndi Bone lai deo mdt by mit danh sit khi doc nhiing dong chir ngoén ngo¢o cua Charlie, [am
timno bat du thot lai.

v

Trong phong ndi Bone néng ham hép, da thé Charlie phai ding ké 16 suéi trong khi ba n6 thingdi bén chiéc ban nho trude mit. Doi
cing gly gudc ciia ba xodi dai ra dudi gam ban, huéng vé phia 10 sudi, va Charlie khong thé khong nhan thiy hai ngén chan cai xuong
xau 10i ra khoi chd ddu vo lang. N6 cam thdy gém gube.

Rt cude thindi Bone ciing phét mot ddu kiém bé xiu bén canh hang cudi cing cia trang cudi ciing. Ba ngudc nhin 1én, "Chit viét
cua may that 6 nhuc."

"Nhung con tra 16i dung day chi?"

"U," ba khit khit va hi miii. "May c6 gian lan khong?"

"Gian 1an?" Charlie hoirun. "Khong... khong."

"Coibd may khong chéc lam."

"Con chéc chw," Charlie c3i lai. "Y con 13, c6 ding 1a ndi cho con duoc phép tra ctru hodc diung may vi tinh, dang khong? Va con lam
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y vay."

"Pay la mudi cdu hoinita." Ba dua cho né mdt t& gidy. "May phaingdi tai cai ban nay va tra 10i ngay tai chd. Ngdi ddy tao mdi canh
chimg may dugc. D& lim, cho nén may khong can phai tra ctru dau."

"Nhung lic trudc thoa thuan dau cé vu nay dau,"Charlie ri 1én. "That khong cong bang."

"Cudc doi von khong cong bang," ndi Bone noi. Ba lao dao 18 bude t6i cai giwong 16i 16m, rong rinh ctia minh, va lin kénh xuéng
ddéng gbi. "Lamdi... cang s6m bt ddu cang mau két thuc."

Charlie ling 1& nghién chit rang. TAt ca déu 1a bai tap toan. N rén rim va bat dau. Hai bai diu ngdn mét ciia n6 ca thé ky, va n6 vira
chudn bi giai bai th ba thi chot nghe c6 tiéng ngay ding sau.

N6i Bone d ngu ty hdindo. Miéng ba ha hdc va mot 4m thanh dung duc, u it dang phat ra tir d6. Charlie kiéng chéan dira cira, mo
that kh& khang, va linh ra hanh lang. Mot tiéng 'ket' nho vang 18n khiné dong cira lai, nhung noi Bone van khong thirc gidc.

Chang budn khoac thém do khoac, Charlie Ién ra duong va chay tot sang nha Benjamin. Liic nhay lén miy bac cip, n6 nghe tiéng
con Hat Pau sua, tiép lién 12 ba tiéng ré dinh tai. Charlie nhan chudng.

N6 nhan thay c6 mdt con mit hién ra & diu bén kia ctia 16 nhom, va rdi cira mo ra.

Charlie kinh ngac khi thay dung simg siing trudc mit no, khong phai Benjamin, ma la 6ng Onimous.
"Chinh la cau," 6ng Onimous noi, cung véi mdt ci nhay 1o co. "Chung téi dang cho cau. Vo di, vo di!"
Khi Charlie budc vo nha, lai ¢ thém mdt tiéng stia dién tiét nita.

"Théinao, Pau Van," 6ng Onimous goi. "Lich lim ti ndo. Lii méo hira ciia ta khong ua bon ché tho 16 dau.”

ROi 6ng nhay chan sao qua hanh lang cho téi khi cham dén cira ting ham. Pang sau canh cira la Benjamin dang dimg, mot tay tim
chit c¢b con Hat P4u. Hat Pau ta van cir thd mdm xubng nhimng bac thang op ep; tiéng gir ciia né di bién thanh mot trang rong gian dir.
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Charlie di thiy 1y do ngay lap tirc: dudi chan cau thang, ba con méo cua 6ng Onimous dang luon 16 vong quanh cai thung kim loai.
Con Duong Cuu d6t ngot gir [én mot tiéng ky quai va nhay phoc 1én cai thung. Con Su Tir, dudi quat den dét, gio vudt ra tan cong 6
khoa, trong khi con Nhan Ma ngoam mot cai moc gai.

"C6 1én, lii méo lira ctia ta," 6ng Onimous khich I¢. "Bon bay c¢6 thé lam tot hon thé ma. Hay cho chung ta thay ban linh cua tui bay
coi!"

Li méo ngdng 1én nhin ong Onimous, nhing cap mat la Ning sang lap liy, va ngay sau d6, ching lam mot viéc hét sirc ky la. Chung
bét dau chay vong quanh cai thung. Miii con nay cham dubi con kia, ching ndinhau tao thanh mot vong tron, va khi chting chay, vong
tron 4y sang dan, sang dan, cho dén khi bién thanh mot quang sang choi loa. Nhimng sinh vat dang bdc chay iy chay cang luc cang le, va
thoang chdc, khong con thdy con méo nao nira, chi thiy lira chay rimg ruc quanh cai thung kim loai. Lira liém, Iira d6t, lira chay sém cai
thung. Mui khét let giang kin tﬁng ham, Charlie va Benjamin bat ho sédc sya. Con Hat Pau cong dudi bién mit, i 1én tham hai.

Nhung ciing ching dugc gi. Khingon lira tt di, lii méo lai hoan méo, c4i thung van con khoa, tro tro.

"Cau phai di tim cho ra dung chia khoa, Charlie," 6ng Onimous néi. "Tién si Tolly biét minh lam gi khi niém phong cai thing nay. Co
I€ ong ta ) y dé n6 bikhoa lai vinh vién."

DPamméo thoan thoit leo Ién nhimng giéng thang méong manh. Charlie cam nhan hoinéng van con chay I¢o x¢o trén 16ng chung khi
chiing quét nhe v6 duino. Trong khi nhdmnhap tach ca phé damnghét do Benjamin pha, 6ng Onimous n6i v6i Charlie ring trude dé
chinh 6ng di dem cai thung xudng cit dudi ting him.

"T6i dd vo nha khi chang Benjamin tré tudindy dang & bén nha cdu," 6ng Onimous noi. "Hém dy 1a ngay sinh nhat caa anh chang,
t6i doan thé. Khong con du miéng banh sinh nhét nao nhi."

"Lamsao 6ng vd nha dugc?" Charlie hoéi, vé nghihodc.

"Ba me tbt bung cua Benjamin da mé cua cho t6ivd," 6ng Onimous noéi. "Lic d6 ba éy vira vé téi nha. Um, trude d6 tui toi, tac 1a toi
va miy con méo lira, d thiy cai ba mic 4o den ditung dé iy dang di thu thap quén 4o cii. Tui téi da biét trudc 1a thé nao ba dy ciing s& t6i
cira nha s6 12, héi xin quén 4o cii. Me ctia Benjamin, Gi Trod, thé nao ciing s& noi, "Ba ctr ldy ludn di. D6 bé 4y ma" Va mot khi ba ung do
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kia c6 duoc cai thung rdi thi chAm hét, diing khong nao?... Nhung cudi cing, chinh t6i vi miy con meo ltra lai 1a nhitng ké ma me cua ciu
Benjamin kia cho v6 tham cai ti 4m tuong, dé tim diét chudt ma, cau hiéu chua, va trong khi ba 4y pha cho t6i mot tach ca phé ngon tuyét,
thi i méo lira d¢ nghi toi nén chuyén cai thing xudng tang ham. Cau rd chwa?"

"Lam thé nao ma meéo c6 thé dé nghi chuyén nay chuyén kia?" Benjamin hoi.
"Bing mét, Benjamin a," 6ng Onimous néi, "bang tiéng meo meo, bang dudi quat vun vit, bing mé mong vudt khéo 1éo."
Ong dimg 1én, vudt ban tay nho day long lén tdm 4o khoac, va noi:

"Charlie, t6i mubn chuic cdu may mén. Khong dé gi khi phai doi truong dau, ngay ca nhitng ic thuan lgi nhat. Va Hoc vién Bloor
khong phai la mot noi dé séng. Nhimng gi cdu can phai lam s& rat khé khin va nguy hiém, nhung hay nhé, cau dugc chon lam nguoi giai
ctru mdt cude doi bi danh cip. Cha, mot khéi ddu nghé nghiép méi hoanh trang lamsao!"

Ong chia ban tay mong dai nhu vudt ra.

Charlie bat tay ong.

Benjamin hoi, "Aida chon cau ay?"

Ong Onimous chura kip tra 10, Charlie hoi tiép, "Viéc nay c6 lién quan gi téi mot ong Vua D6 khong a?"
"Lién quan tt," 6ng Onimous dap.

Ong khong noi thém 10 nao nira, nhiin nhtn dira ctra va bién xudng dudng. Hai thang bé nhin theo c4i bong nho tho cua ong luét
di va bién mit chd khic queo, theo sau 1a nhitng cai dudi ciia bon meo Ira, sang ruc lén.

"Tyi minh quén khong hoi visao ong 4y biét chd minh gidu cai thung..." Benjamin tiéc ré.

"Con rat nhiéu thi minh ciing quén khong hoi dng Onimous," Charlie n6i"Ong 4y la nguoi le mat le tay nhat minh timg gap trén
doi."
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Cai thung cua tién siTolly lic nay dang duoc an toan, nhung nha Yewbeam s& phai mit bao lau nita dé doat dugc n6? N6 cin phai
duge chuyén dén mot noi chac chian hon, noi ma ho khong bao gio nghila s& tim thay né.

Charlie nay ra mot y.
"Fidelio Gunn!" N¢ thét 1én.
"Do la cai gi?" Benjamin hoi.

"Mt anh kia," Charlie néi. "Thay day nhac ciia minh. Chii Nhat nay dén di, bo s& gip anh ay. Fidelio c6 thé gitip tui minh. Minh biét
thé nao anh ay ciing gitp."

Benjamin coi by con nghingd. "Tui minh s& di kiémngay."

Khi Charlie v& t&inoi thi noi Bone da ra khoinha, di Charlie tranh dugc moi sy khong hailong ctia ba vi ddm cau hoi chua dugc tra
1o,

Sang homsau, ngoai Maisie 1a ngudi duy nhit d thirc gidc khi Charlie bo xubng lau.
"Con di vui vé nhé, Charlie," ngoai no6i, dui mot trai chudi vé thind. "Vui duge bao nhiéu thi et vui cho d, trude khi qua trd."

Charlie khong nghi "vui" 1a tir thich hop dé mé ta viéc nd sap lam. N6 cam thiy viéc ndy qua quan trong, khong thé dung tir "vui"
dugc. Nhung n6 khong noi cho ngoai Maisie biét.

Benjamin dang chd bén ngoai cin nha sé 12. N6 da dé con Hat Pau ¢ nha canh giit cai thung. Tiéng ché tru 1én dau kho ling nhing
theo chung tdi tin dau duong.

"Tyi minh di khong lau dau nhi?" Benjamin no6i trong cam giac c6 16i.

Charlie khong chic. Lai mot ngay u am, lanh I&o nita. Thinh thoang nhiing loat mua d4 va mua tuyét quat vé mat hai dira, va chung
phai ctii rap nguoi xudng ma budce dé tranh bi nhimg hon nude da tap vo, dau nhoi.
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Ngudi qua lai thua thot va con duong dan dén Nha Tho gan nhu hoang ving. Nhung khi hai thing dén gin tdi tiém cua co
Ingledew, thi bdng c6 hai bong ngudi xong ra khoi birc man mura tuyét, hai thing bé ¢& mudi sau hay mudi bay tudi gi d6. Chiing dung lai
khi thdy Charlie va Benjamin, r6i hoi tich nhau ra, choan hét ca cai via hé hep veo. Khi Charlie buéc xudng long duong dé né chung, thi
mdt trong hai thang cét tiéng, "Charlie Bone phai khong?"

Charlie giat ban minh. Trudc kia n6 da timg nghe giong n6i nay roi. N6 nhin Ién va nhan ra anh chang da nhin ra anh chang ¢4 nhin
no trung tring tr mot to& bao: Manfred Bloor.

"Di dau ddy, Charlie Bone?" Manfred hoi.
"Khong phai viéc ctia anh," Charlie dép, trong long thi hoi run, nhung giong thi can Ién.
"0, khong phai sao?" Thang tht hai vira cudi vira cat tiéng the thé.

"P6 1a viée cua anh," Manfred noi. "Nhung anh biét rdi. May t&i mot tiém sach dugc goi la Ingledew dé van xin céi ba Ingledew ay
kiém chia khoa cho may, dé mé mot cai thung khong phai cia may, cling ching phai ciia ba 4y."

Charlie chang noi gi. N6 khom nguoi ludn quanh Manfred va dinh nhay xudng long dudng, nhung ban tay Manfred da vuon ra giat
manh canh tay Charlie lai. Théng kia, cai théng toc do, le nhu chdn, chdp le“iy Benjamin.

"Anh cé tin khong vui cho may day," Manfred néi bang giong khao khao, lanh tanh. "May s& ching t&i dugc bét e tiém sach nao
ca. Va may ciing dimg hong c6 cai chia nao! Khong ai mé duge cai thung d6 cho dén khino duogc giao lai cho anh.”

"Emkhong hiéu anh dang noi cai gi ca," Charlie d6i co rang van veo thoat khoi gong kém cia Manfred.
"Tui em chi muén mua mdt cudn sach thoi," Benjamin thém vo.
"Chiing may s& cha tim thay cudn sach con nit nao trong tiémmu Ingledew dau," thang toc do noi.

"Budng t6ira," Charlie thét Ién. "T6i mubn di dau thi di chd! Cac anh khong c6 quyén chan toi." N6 vung ban tay con tu do va ddm
cho Manfred mt cti v tai, nhung thang cao hon lién chup luén cé hai tay Charlie, xiét cang ic cang chit lai, va vét n6 lan ra dat.
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"Nhin tao day!" Manfred ra 1énh.
Charlie nhin. N6 khong thé cudng lai dugc.
"Nhin su v6 mit tao," tiéng tham thi ghé ron thot ra.

P61 mit Manfred giéng nhu hai cuc than d4, den xi va sdu hodm hodm. Charlie dom cham cham vo chuing, vura cb khang cu lai, vira bi
cudn hut vo. N6 cam thay minh chim dan, chim dan. Va gio, n6 sip chét dudi, vino khong thé thé duge nira. Thé gidi bén ngoai hai con
mit den nhu than ciia Manfred dan bién mét, va Charlie thdy minh roi vé mot thé gidi khac: chinh xac 1a bén trong mdt chiée xe hoi.

Chiéc xe dang lao di véi toc do kinh hoang, xuyén qua mot khu rimg, va hoa ra Charlie lai dang cam lai. Hai con mét den thui gio &
bén canh nd, va cai giong rit rit nhic lai:

"Hiy nhin v6 mit tao!"

Dot nhién, mot ¢t nay xoc kinh ngudi, va Charlie bi quing khoi xe. N6 quy mop trén miéng mt cai hd trong khi chiéc xe nhung mot
chiéc xe miu xanh da trdi nhung 19n nhao khoibo ria. Sy thinh ling cta khu rimg bi pha v& bai tiéng gao thét ciia bon chim choc tan loan,
va 1di, xa xa bén dudi, mot tiéng Amdoi 1én.

"Charlie! Charlie!"

Charlie mo mit ra va thdy minh dang ngoi bét dudi dat, lung tua vo mot cot dén. Mit Benjamin dang di sat vo mit no.
"Chuyén gi xay ra v&i bd vay?" Benjamin hoi véi giong khiép dam.

"Minh khong biét," Charlie dap.

"Tréng nhu 12 bd ngu thiép di vay," Benjamin bao. "Minh lay bd niy gio ca thé ky lun."
"Sao minh lai ngi?" Charlie hoi, cam thay u toi, mi mit.

"Lic ay bo nhin vo mit cai thang d6," Benjamin n6i. "Minh nghi chic la n6 da thoi mién bo."
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"Ai? Lic nao?" Charlie khong thé nhd ndi didu gi. "Minh dang lam gi & day?"

"Oi, Charlie!" Benjamin vin veo hai tay. "B di quén sach sanh sanh rdi. Tui minh dang trén duong téi tiém ctia c6 Ingledew dé hoi
xin cai chia khoa, sau do6 c6 hai thf’ing chan tui minh lai, va mdt trong hai théng, cai théng cot toc duodingua éy, bit bd phainhin vo mét
n6, va ty nhién trong bo rit ky cuc, ngii mé luon."

"O!" Charlie bat ¢au nhd ra. N6 run ban bat. Khong khi xung quanh lanh cong, nhung ky trc vé d6i mét ciia Manfred con thau xwong
hon.

"Gidr tui minh c6 dén tiém c6 Ingledew nira khong?" Benjamin hoi.

"Minh thay khong khoe," Charlie lam bam, ¢6 nhac d6i chan. Benjamin lo ling qué, n6 chua nghe thang ban minh n6inhu thé bao
gid. Charlie van luon khoe manh ma.

Khi hai dira quay vé nha, qua nhiing con dudng 16n nhon hat mua dé, Charlie bat dau limnham vé viéc lai xe qua mot khu rimg, va
mdt chiéc xe xanh da trdi [on nhao xuéng ham da. Benjamin nghi 1a Charlie dang bi mong du hodc phat rd. N6 van khong hiéu dugce gi
trong nhimng 161 Charlie néi, cho dén khi bit ngd Charlie ding lai va, chop liy canh tay né. Charlie n6i. "P6 1a diéu d3 xay ra véi ba minh,
Benjamin 4. Ba minh d3 1ai xe lao xuéng mot him d4."

"That khong?" Benjamin ngac nhién. "Minh cir thac mic hoai. That ra c¢6 lic minh nghila ba ciia bd bo di."
"Khong phai," Charlie qua quyét. "Ba minh da bi giét."

Benjamin khong biét phainéi gi trudce diéu nay. Cudc séng ciia Charlie dao nay bdng nhién tr nén khong chirdi raim, ma con nguy
hiémnira. Dén day thi chung vé t&inha Charlie, va Benjamin quyét dinh t5t nhat nén dé thang ban minh nghi ngoi. Va lai, n6 da nghe
tiéng con Hat Pau sua inh 6i. N6 hy vong con ché khong sua sudt tir lic no di toi gio.

"Thoi dé chuyén cai thing mai hing tinh," Benjamin noi. "Minh s& dén vao gio hoc nhac ciia bd."

"Gio hoc nhac nao?" Charlie coi by khong hiéu.
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"Fidelio Gunn 4y ma," Benjamin an can nhic.
"Um." Guong mat nhot nhat ciia Charlie dang dan héng trd lai. "Pugc rdi. Hen mai gap lai, Benjamin."

Charlie kh6 nhoc Iét Ién nhing bac cap nha sb 9. Trong nha im dng. Muii d0 dn ngoai Maisie ndu phang phat trong hanh lang, nhung
thay vikhién cho Charlie cam thiy d6i lai khién bung né quin lén.

No Ién lau va nam vat ra giwong. Chic 1a miy nguoi sau khi bi md xong ciing cam thdy nhu thé nay day, Charlie nghi, nhu thé ho
khong con két ndi hoan toan vai thé gidi thyc nita.

Manfred Bloor hin d3 biét Charlie 14 ai. Nhung bang cach nao ma biét dwgc? Charlie nhé ra tim hinh. Lan trudc, khinhin vé hinh, n6
nghe nhiing tiéng noi, con méo Duong Curu ciing da nhin ra va trong thiy n6. Bing cach nao d6, vy la da hinh thanh mot sy lién két,
cho du di tAm nam trdi qua. Khong 18 khi né nhin hinh Manfred trén bao, Manfred ciing nhin thiy né, va biét n6 1a ai?

Charlie quyét dinh 1am mét thi nghi€m. N6 co cAt dau d6 mot tAm hinh Benjamin, dugc chyup cung ngay vdibuce hinh con Hat Bau
nhe ring cudi. Charlie luc loi trong ngin kéo va 16i ra guong mit that than cua Benjamin. Anh dén chdp ctua my chup hinh da lam
Benjamin giat minh, stng sot.

Charlie dom lom lom vé guong mit thang ban. Trong mdt thoang, Benjamin ciing dom lai no, va roi mot giong noi vang 1én, "Charlie,
minh khong thich bi chup 1én."

Tiéng nén 1a mdt con ché dang sua, va rdi giong cua chinh Charlie, "Cudi 18n nao Benjamin. Cudi nao. Pep lim. Rbi, xong!"
Thé thoi. Khong c6 thém giong nodi nao nita. Chico tiéng con cho thé hdng hoc, va rdi mot tiéng cho ngay dai.

Trong cin nha sb 12, Benjamin vira mé mot hii ya-ua d4u 16n ra. N6 vira tinh thoc mudng vo, thi bat chot, gwong mit cia Charlie
hién ra, trdi énh bénh trong dam dau. Benjamin théy bung da 1on nhao. N6 bén dé c4i hil dau trd lai trong tu lanh.

"Dau bi hu rdi," Benjamin néi véi Hat Dau. "Tui minh dn phd mai thay vay."

Con Hat Pau ming ron khi nghe thé. N6 khoai tra ve vay cai dudi.
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Me Charlie danh thirc né day an trua, nhung ngay sau dé ndé laingu li bi. Vao bira tra, ngoai Maisie hoi xemn6 ¢6 bi bénh khong, boi
vi trong no6 that quaila va chang hé dung t&i banh mi kep.

"Con khong bibénh gi hét,"” Charlie n6i. "Con nghicon da bithéi mién."
Ngoai Maisie va me nd cudi b len.

"Noi Bone dang mudn gy su," ngoai Maisie néi. "Ba 4y mudn gip con n6i chuyén phai quay vé vu may cau hoi, nhung cé dién
thoai goi, thé 1 ba dy di thim miy ba Yewbeam roi."

Sau bita tra, Charlie lai ngu tiép. Mii cho dén khi vao ntra dém, nghe thiy tiéng Ong cau cot ket xuéng lau, thi ndé méi tinh gic.

Charlie nhe nhang di xudng nha bép. Pau 6c di tinh tio hon va né dang d6i ngdu. N6 bat gap Ong cau dang ngdi bén ban bép, xoi
thit ga ngudi ngét Vi voi ddu xanh va xa lach. Co mot rd banh bot cudn trén ban va mot chai rugu. Ly ruou to cua Ong cdu Paton voicon
mot nura.

Anh sang duy nhat trong phong hit ra tir mot ngon nén camtrén chiéc chan dén bang bac, chamtrd cau ky, dit ¢ giita ban.

Ong ciu Paton nheo mat nhin xuyén qua ddm lira dén cay. Cudi ciing 6ng nhan ra Charlie dang dimg x& 16 trong béng t6i canh ctra.

"V6 di, my," Ong céu Paton néi. "Thich ga khong?"

"Thich khong 4y a?" Charlie kéo ghé. "Gio thi cai gi con ciing an hét."

Ong cau Paton dua cho n6 mdt cai dui ga trén dia va hoi. "Homnay thé nao?"

"Kinh khuing," Charlie ké cho Ong cau Paton nghe vé nhiing chia khoa ciia c6 Ingledew, vé Manfred Bloor, va vé vu bi thoi mién
quai dan.

Ong ciu Paton budng roi cai nia. "Y may dinh n6i véi ta 1a miy thiang ranh kia c¢6 ngin khong cho may téi tiém sach?"

"Da, ding vay," Charlie néi. " Manfred rip tim lay chia khoa tir tay c6 Ingledew trudc con, va sau d6 hin s& di tim c4i thung. Hinh
eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

nhu tit ca moi ngudi déu dang ling kiém cai thung."

"Can phai bao vé ngudi phu nit duyén dang do, "Ong cau Paton lAm bam. "Néi cho ta biét di, Charlie, tai sao may lai nhat quyét giir
cai thung phién toai d6?"

"Dui bén trong né chira cai gi, thi cai d6 ciing da timg dem d6i iy mot dira bé. Con mudn déi dira bé lai mot lan nira, dé gitip co
Ingledew gip lai dugc dtra chau gai. That khong cong bang tinao néu ngudi ba con duy nhét cia dira bé lai khong timra no, dung khong
Ong cau?"

"Ta ty hoi tai sao nguoi phu nit d& thuong 4y lai khong dem cai thung di chudc dira bé v&?" Ong cau Paton trim ngam.

"(C6 4y mdinhan duogc cai thung thoi ma," Charlie giai thich. "Trudce d6 thi nguoi ta lira ¢6 Ay, n6i ddi co ay, lam ¢ Ay tau hoa. Lic c6
dugc cai thung thi cé Ay da bo vu tim kiém tir lau rd1."

"Xemra may biét nhidu day," Ong cau Paton no6i. Ong mang cai dia khong dé ra bdn rira chén.

"Charlie, tudn sau may s& khong cuc cua gi dugc, cho nén dé ta mang tra chia khoa cho c6 Ingledew. Néu ¢6 4y tim dugc diing chia
thita s& dua né cho may vé nha vao cudi tudn, nhung ta nghi, may nén chi cho ta xem cai thung. Ta muén c6 mét khi miy mé né ra. Can
than vay ma."

"Can thén cai gi a?" Charlie hoi lai.
" Aima biét trong d6 chira cai khi gi?" Ong c4u Paton noi. "Phai c6 mit nguoi lon & d6. May khong déng y ha?"

"Con nghi," Charlie lai bat ddu thdy dau nh6i & bung. Lan nay la vi Ong céu Paton nhic t6i chuyén né phai xa nha sudt tuan nhung
bi giam trong Hoc vién Bloor.

"Ong ciu Paton a, tai sao lai bat con phai di hoc ¢ Bloor chi vi con c6 phép thut?" Charlie hoi.

"A, dé ho c6 thé trong nom, ngé chimg may. Ho khong dam dé may di bt cir noinao khéac, phong ngira viéc may ding phép thuat
ma ho khong biét. Ho thich kiém soat ma."
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"Con nghila Ong cau ngay xua ciing c6 hoc & Bloor?"

"Dinhién," Ong cau Paton dap.

"Thé Ong cau c6 thich khong?"

"Thich khong phai I tir wa diing. N6 dting ra, ta da luon lach cho xong chuyén. Ta di chiu cti dau, va it nhiéu gi ho ciing di dé ta
yén." Ong cau Paton thd dai. "Ta cho ring d6 ludn ludn 1a cai khong hay & ta. Ta cir cai dau hoai, trong khi thinh thoang dang ra ta phai

ngang dau lén. Hir, c6 1& gid ciing chua dén ndi qua trd."

C6 tiéng ket cira bén ngoai nhung cira md tung cung voi mot tiéng sdmva anh sang tia vo. Noi Bone dimg sung ngay ngudng ctra.
Ba tron mét nhin Charlie, hoi. "Céi gi thé nay? Tiéc tung lic nira déma? Lén giwdng mau, Charlie Bone! Sang mai phai lam cho xong miy
bai toan dy. Thir Hai di hoc roi. Lam sao ma theo ndinéu khong ng ha?"

"Chuc ndingu ngon! Chiic Ong cdu ngi ngon, Ong cau Paton!"

Charlie ba chan bdn cang vii qua ba né. Khi leo Ién ciu thang, n6 nghe tiéng noi Bone quat Ong ciu Paton:

"Chuyén gi day, ha Paton? Toikhong thé tin tudng & cau nita. Cau dimg vé phe nao, ha? Tra 1vi toi coi!"
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CHARLIE BONE LUC NUA PEM
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Chuong 8
Phs Lujt

Benjamin va Fidelio dén trugc thdmnha Charlie cing mot lic. Benjamin biét ngay trc khic ring cau trai trong vui vé nay 1a thay
gido day nhac cua Charlie. Boi 1€, cdu ta mdt tay xach hdp nhac, tay kia xdch hdp dan vi cAm. Véi lai, trong cau ta mang dang dép nghé si.
Chung tu gi6i thiéu véinhau va Fidelio nhin chuéng cua.

B

No6i Bone ra mo.

"Vé di," ba n6i véi Benjamin. "Charlie sip sira hoc nhac. May dén chi vuéng viu thoi."
"Khéng dau," Fidelio noi. "Chung chéau s& choi mot ban tam tdu. Cin c6 Benjamin."
"Tam tAu?" Noi Bone nhudén mdt bén chan may xam, rdmri 1&én. "Ta khong tin."

Benjamin toan quay di thi Fidelio nfu canh tay n6 lai. "Chung chau can ban 4y, thua ba Bone," Fidelio khiang khing. "Gido su
Saltweather, truong khoa nhac, bao chung chau phai tap nhomnhac dé Charlie quen dan véi viée tham gia 16p hoc."

"Hirmm. Bon con nit chin6i déc. Khoi tin di." Nhug c6 I8 vi ciing khong chic d6 1a 161 n6i ddi hay that, cho nén ba dé cho Benjamin
Luc Fidelio va Benjamin budc v6 thi Charlie dang luyén thang am.
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"C6 tién bd déy," Fidelio khen. "Homnay chung ta s& lam 6n dit lim day, béi vi ca ba dira s& cung hoa tdu." N6 mo hop nhac 16ira
mot 6ng sao va dwa cho Benjamin.

"Emkhong biét cach choi..." Benjamin mé miéng.
"Roi s& biét ngay," Fidelio néi.

Ding vay, khong day muoi phut sau, Benjamin d thdi dugc séo. Ba thang gy 6n ao khing khiép. Charlie nomnép lo ndi Bone c6
thé hién ra trat mura bio xuéng dau chiing vao bat ctr lic nao. Nhung khong! That 1a mdt cam giac tuyét voi khi co thé gd dan cat luc,
cudinoi hét ¢d va hat vang ca dau, ldy c6 1a cho hoc tap. N6 chd dén khi Fidelio cho nghi méi ban téi chuyén céi thung.

Cubi cung, khi Fidelio dat cay vi cAm xuéng, Charlie noi le:
"Tui em c6 mdt viée, anh Fidelio 4. Va tui em muén hoi liéu anh c6 thé gitip duoc khong."
"Puoc chu," Fidelio nhiét thanh. "Noi tiép di."

Charlie ké cho Fidelio nghe vé cai thing bikhéa va dam chia khoa. N6 bo qua khong n6i vé dira bé. N6 khong biét Fidelio c6 du tbt
dé n6 noira dugc dicu d6 hay chua.

"Cho nén hai emmudn anh gidu gitim c4i hop chir gi," Fidelio noi. "DE ot. Nha anh ddy thung dung nhac cu. Anh c6 thé gidu cai
thung cta tui em dudinhiing cai hop khac."

"VAn d& 13, tui emdang bi theo ddi," Charlie n6i. "Cac ba c6 cua em biét cai thing dang duoc gidu & nha Benjamin. Cho nén chiing ta
phai tim mot cai gi d6 to to dé dt cai thung vo va khiéng di."

"Dé anh mang cai thung mdc cdm cua ba anh t&i," Fidelio st sdng. "No to khdng 16 luén. Méc cudi la chinh cac em ciing thiy minh
dang bi theo doi. Tai anh dam thé 1a hdmnay anh c6 thay thang Asa Pike ¢ bén kia duong. N6 cai trang, nhu moi khi van thé. N6 hoc kich
nhung khong dién xuit duoc. Homnay n6 khodc 4o tram dai, d6i nén quai chiéu, deo ria mép gia. Nhung bt ctr khindo trong thiy Asa la
anh ciing nhan ra n6 lién... N6 c6 d6i mit vang khé, hung ton nhu méit s6i."

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

"Va toc d6 phai khong?" Charlie hoi. Thing ban ciia Manfred c6 cip mit vang.

"Chinh n6 dy. N6 14 thing hiu ciia Manfred Bloor. N6 ¢6 thé lambat cir diéu gi cho thing kia. Ké ca ban dting me no, n6 ciing dam

lam."
Charlie ké cho Fidelio nghe vé vu thoi mién.

"Anh c6 nghe nhiéu 16i dén dai vé Manfred," Fidelio néi ranh rot. "Ho néinéu ai khong ding vé phe no, thico thé bi... tan hai mai
mai. Anh khuyén tui emnén tranh xa né ra."

Cira bat mé va ndi Bone tho dau vo.

"Ta doan chimg la miy dtra da hoc xong," ba noi.

"Ba doén rat dtng, thua ba Bone," Fidelio noi. N6 bit dau thu don nhac cu va tap nhac.
Charlie va Benjamin nhin theo Fidelio ra cira, nhung trude khi di hin, Fidelio noi:

"Hen gdp lai ngay mai, Charlie. Va hen sém gép lai em, Benjamin!"

Charlie nhin quanh quét khip con dudng trude khi dong ctra lai. Khong hé thiy bong dang Asa Pike, hay bat cir ai mic 4o dai va
deo ria gid. Quay qua Benjamin, né thithao:

"Hom qua bd c6 trong thay cai mit minh khong, khoang luc bita tra Ay ?"
Benjamin ngac nhién qué ddi:

"Minh th?iy mit bd trong hil ya-ua. Lam minh mudn binh luén,” nd nodi.
"Xin 181 bd nha, d6 chi 1a mot thi nghiémthoi."

Benjamin ¢é doan xem d6 14 loai thi nghiém gi, nhung 1rdi lai quyét dinh 14 né khong mudn biét nira.
eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

Noi Bone cho phép Benjamin & lai dung bira tra, nhung n6 bi téng ¢b vé ngay sau d6, dé Charlie con dong goéi hanh Iy va chuén bi
cho ngay dau tién téi Hoc vién Bloor.

"Con khong can phai mang theo nhiéu dau," me Charlie n6i khi bay ra bd ¢4 nga méi. "Thir Sau con s& lai vé& nha ma."

Charlie wéc gi me n6 dimg dwa n6 bd d6 nga in hinh gu Teddy, nhung vi khéng mubn bi coila v6 on, nén né yén ling. N6 sip bo
v6 thi mot chiéc so-mi sach, dd vé sinh c4 nhan, v&, dd 16t ¢é thay ddi... va céi 4o chung mau xanh da troi.

"Me nghi con phai mic cainay, Charlie," me n6 néi, 16i chiéc 4o chung ra. "Me da théu tén tat ciia con ¢ phia sau bang chixanh 14
cdy, coi day nay. Tai me khong con chi mau nao khac."

Charlie day cai 4o ching tro lai:
"T6id6 con moi lay ra mic."

Ngay mai, vi la ngay dau tién, nén me n6 s& dua né t6i cong Hoc vién. Moi thii tuc gidy to dang ky noi Bone di lo li¢u xong ca. Thu
Sau n6 s& vé nha bang xe buyt dau duong Filbert.

"A, con mdt thir nay nira c6 thé con s&€ muon mang thém," me nd lambam.
C6 roi phong va, mdt loang sau khi quay lai, c6 cammdt gdi gidy mém mau trang.
"Ho bao con s€ deo ca vat mau xanh da troi," ¢6 ndi. "Va ndi Bone da mua cho con mdt chi€c, nhung ma...".

C6 bé odt gbi giéy mém va rat ra mdt chiée ca vat xanh da troi. O mot dau ca vat ¢ théu mot chir "Y" mau vang trang tri bﬁmg lua
bong.

"Cainay 1a ciia ba con," c6 bao Charlie. "Chit 'Y' tirc la Yewbeam, mic du ho cuia ba con la Bone, nhung ba mang dong mau
Yewbeam, va do d6 phai mang trong trach di hoc ¢ Bloor. Nha Yewbeam rd rang 13 ¢6 quan hé véinha Bloor."

"Quan hé 14 sa0? Y me 13 anh emho?" Charlie ty hoi tai sao trudce day me no lai khong dé cap dén khia canh quan trong nhu thé nay.
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"Anh emho xa."

"C6 lién quan gi dén mot ong Vua D6 khong me?" Charlie hoi.
"Ba ciia con hay nhéc dén 6ng ay."

"Sao ndi Bone lai dua con chiée ca vat khong c6 théu chir 'Y'?"

"C6 I8 dé cho con phai ty khing dinh minh true da, Charlie. C6 thé ho nghi con s& lac dudng lac 16i... giéng nhu ba Lyell ciia con

A "

vay.
C6 dut chi€c ca vat vo gid xach cta Charlie.
"Véi lai, con khong bao gio biet dau, co6 thé con s& can tdino."

Khi me di khoi, Charlie lay chiéc ca vat ra xem xét. Chat lidu mém va bong, ¢6 I8 bang lya hay bang xa-tanh. N6 4p ca vat [én mit va
hit hit. C6 mii gidng gidng nhu mii me né, khi me con quén 4o dep d& dé mic. Tat ca nhitng bd dd dep nhit cua me déu son cii. Bit gic,
Charlie chgt nhén ra, bay gio me nd tréong c6 hoirach rudi.

Sang hdmsau, ngoai Maisie don cho Charlie mdt dia diémtam d@iy ta hyu. Rang Amno cling chi tréu trao nhai dugc mot chut thit lon
x0ng khoi, khong hon. Bung né lai dang nhon nhao ca lén.

Nha bép hinh nhu toan nhiing nguoi ciing dang hdi hop. Ngay ca Ong ciu Paton ciing c6 mit.

"Dang ra ta lai xe téi d6, nhoc con," ong bao Charlie. "Nhung quanh d6 mot dimkhong cé chd dau xe. Gido vién & d6 chi khu khu
gitr chd dau xe cho ho thoi."

Tat ca moi ngudi déu 16 vé khong thoai mai, biét ring du gi thi Ong céu Paton ciing khong thé ra ngoai vao ban ngay, sau d6 noi
Bone bao:

"P3 kéu taxi rdi. Téi bay gio."
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"Con khong mudn di Taxi," Charlie kéu 1én. "Trong con nhu thang khung vay."

Trong nudc mit va nhitng ny hon cia ngoai Maisie, trong mdt cai vay tay ciia Ong cdu Paton, va trong mdt nu cudi trang nghiém
cua ndiBone, Charlie va me no6 bi téng dai v6 chiéc taxi. Ho dugc tha )(uéng bén 18 mdt con dudng dan téi Hoc vién, va dibd qua mot
quang truong thoi Trung ¢d, cd s6i va da cudibao quanh mot dai phun nude bang da, hinh dan thién nga. Thang t6i 1a mot toa nha xam,
cao voi, nguy nga va mang vé c6 xua. Nhitng birc tudng cip sat quang trudng cao ¢d mdt toa nha namtang, véinhimg cira s6 cia mot
trong hai toa thap. Mat co tai mét, va trong mdt thoang, Charlie nghi 1a me no sap xiu dén noi.

"Co chuyén gi vdy, me?" N6 hoang hot.

"Me nghi 14 ¢6 ai d6 dang nhin me," ¢6 lam bam. "Charlie, me phai di ngay day."

C6 hon no that le rdi quay qua bang qua quang truong.

Charlie lac nay m&i nhan ra nhiing dua tré khac dén bang nhimg xe buyt, dau & cudi quang truong. Trong chép mit, n6 bibao kin
boinhiing dua tré nhay nhot, chay, dibd, va la hét, tAt ca déu ban 4o chung xanh da troi, hodc xanh 14 cdy hogdc mau tim.

"Charlie, mic 4o chung vo!" Mot giong noéi vang 1én. "Néu khong sé& bi ric rdi day."
Fidelio len 161 ttr ddm d6ng chdn rdn, chuira.

"Em c6 mang 4o chung khong vay? Anh quén mét khong dan em."

"Co." Charlie 16i tim 4o chung tir gié xach ra va mic vo.

"Tét, gio thidi véianh," Fidelio noi. "Di sat vo. Sang thir Hai truong nao nhiét lam."

Gio thichung da vo trong mdt khoang san lat gach. Khi Charlie theo sau Fidelio, mit n6 chot cham phai mdt trong nhiing 6 cira )
nhin xuéng san. Mang tuong xambén dudi 6 cira s6 loang 16 nhiing vét nam den kit.

"P6 1a noi Manfred suyt bi thiéu chét,” Fidelio thi tham, giong rin rit.
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"Trong dam chay?" Charlie hoi.

Chung da t&i mot 16i vo, ¢6 hai canh cira mé toang, duoc trang tri bang nhing birc phu diéu bang dong. Charlie s¢ hdi nhin chong
choc v6 nhing birc phu diéu. N6 thidy minh budc v mot hanh lang dai, nén da, va thinh linh, tit ca nhiing tiéng cudi, tiéng la thét tit lim.
Chi con nghe tiéng budc chan nén 16p cop lén nén da.

Réang khong dé Fidelio lot khoi tim méit, Charlie chen 14n vuot qua dam tré dang di lai nhu méic ciri trong hanh lang va bién mét vo
nhiing canh ctra bén trén ¢ treo hai cay kén trumpet bat chéo nhau.

Chung sép dén noi thi, bdng nhién, mot tiéng thét kinh hai thét 1én, rdi ai d6 gidt manh 4o chung cia Charlie. N6 quay lai thi nhin
thdy mot nit sinh toc nhudm timnga song xoai trén nén da. Trong con nho that quai dan: ngoai mai toc tim va 4o chung tim, n6 con dan
mot miéng hinh mau tim trén trdn va mang gidy mau tim, got gidy gap doi lai. Chiéc ba 16 ctia n6 roi xudng, x0 ra, sach bt ving tung toe.

"Xin 16i," con nho noi, xong, bat cudi khiic khich. "Giay 1a Iy do lam t6i xiéu veo hodc xiéu long." Rdind bo ra cudingit nghéo.

Charlie dinh giup c6 nang ding ddy thi mdt giong ra Iénh:

"Pé d6, Bone!"

Asa Pike, cling mau tim rim, dimg nhin tron trimg xudng con nho.

"Olivia Vertigo, luat I¢ ¢au? Nhic lai coi!"

Lom combo ddy, ¢b nit sinh ngdmnga:

Imlang trong hanh lang Khong dugc ndi lan man Im lang khi bingd Khong duogc khoc hay la, La! La! La! La! La!

Asa ch§p canh tay con nho.

"Lao xugc la chuyén khong dua dugc," né stua. "bitheo tao."

R)ind bat dau 161 xénh xéch con bé di khoi.
eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com
"Sach cia t6i," Olivia rén ri.

Charlie hét voi dong sach véibut vang tir tan, trong khi Fidelio, dat mot ngon tay 1én moi, di timba 16 ctia Olivia va gitp Charlie cho
tap, sach vo.

Ngay khi chung di qua canh cira bén dudi hai cay kén trumpet bat chéo, Fidelio bao:
"Gior thi tui minh n6i duoc roi."

Chung v6 mdt cian phong dé 4o khodc lat gach bong, v&inhimg day tu ngin chay sudt hai birc tudng, va nhimg hang méic 4o hai
birc tuong con lai. Mot day bdn rira xép déu giita phong.

"Rdinho d6 s& gap chuyén gi?" Charlie hoi.

"N6 chic chin s& bi cAm tiic nhung tirc 14, phai nghe mot bai rao giang ndi da ga ciia Manfred, va sau d6 khong dugc phép vé nha
cho dén Chu nhat. N6 ciing m6i vo day thoi, nhung da bi cAm tic nhimg hai lin roi. Pang Iy ra n6 d3 bi dudi hoc rdi néu nhu khong co tai
dong kich xudt sdc. Co mdt lin anh dwoc phai dén 16p cua n6 dé tim thiy Irving, dung ngay lic né dang didn mot man doc thoai... Mé hon
ludén."

Fidelio chi cho Charlie tii dung d6 ctia né, roi dan Charlie téi hoi trudng, c6 san duge 16t van gd s6i. Mot nhémnhac cong dang
ding o trén san khau, say sua tdu nhac cu.

"Trudc tién tui minh s€ hat bai Hoc vién Ca, sau d6 méi dang ky 16p hoc," Fidelio noi.

Charlie theo chan Fidelio t&i nhiing bang ghé dai & hang phia truge. Tir tir, thinh phong déng dan nhiing namsinh, nit sinh trong 40
chung xanh. Chéc phai dén hang trim dua tré tir mudi mot dén mudi tam tudi. Charlie nghi c6 18 n6 14 nho nhat, cho dén khi mot thing bé
lodt chodt sa téingdibén canh né.

"Chao anh," thing bé con cit tiéng. "Em la Billy Raven."
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"Anbh 1a Charlie Bone!" Charlie n6i.

Théng nho toét miéng cudi. Toc nd trang phau va mét mau d6 sam, rit la.

"Embibach tang," nd giai thich. "Emnhin khéng 10, nhung emnghe rat thinh."

"Coibd emhoinho so véitruong Bloor ha?" Charlie néi.

"Namnay em bay tubi," Billy dap. "Em i con md c6inén ngudi ta dwa em vo day. Ngoai ra, em con ¢ phép thuat."
"Anh ciing vay," Charlie ling bung.

Billy nhin Charlie, hon hé.

"Emrat vui," n6 thi thao. "Gio thi tui minh ¢6 ba nguoi."

Charlie khong c6 thoi gio hoi xem ai la nhan vat thir ba c6 phép thuat, boi vi mot nguoi dan ong cao 1éu khéu, toc tring da budc ra
san khau.

"Gido su Saltweather day," Fidelio n6i tham. N6 ngdi canh Charlie, phia bén kia.

C6 nam gido vién day nhac khac dang ¢ trén san khAu: hai phu nif tré, mdt ong gia deo mét kiéng, mdt 6ng trong vé vuinhdn, toc
quan tit, va mot ngudi nita. Charlie thay minh cir nhin cham cham vé 6ng nay nhung chua bao gio n6 trong thay mot bo mit vo hon nhu
thé. Ong ta cao, quic thudc, toc den, rd rang da quén chai ddu. Nét mit cia ong khong hé biéu 16 sy thay ddinao, di chi mot lan, ngay ca
khi dan nhac dao 1én va tit ca moi ngudi cét tiéng hat.

Khi bai hat tap hop chim dut, Fidelio dan Charlie t¢i canh ctra bén hong san khau. Mot timbién treo & cira d&: THAYPALTRY - KEN
SAO.

"Gap lai em gid giai lao nha," Fidelio noi. "Anh téil6p dan day cua c6 Chrystal day."

"Nhiing gido vién trén san khau khi 1 ai vay?" Charlie hoi.
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"Um, ems& hoc 16p thiy Paltry gia... Khong ai ti voi em chuyén d6 dau... rdi dén thiy O'Connor, day ghita va miy thu dai loai vay.
Hai c¢6 gido kia day dan day. Gido su Saltweather day kén ddng va hop xuéng."

"Con thay dung phia ddu nhung cai 6ng cao cao dy?"
"A, Thay Pilgrim." Fidelio nhan mit. "Thay day piano nhung hau nhu khong ai hoc 16p thay ca. Thay rat lap di."
"Lap dila sao?"

"Thay khong bao gid n6i gi ca. Minh s& khong thé biét dwoc minh hoc tét hay do. Ba anh day anh choi piano. Ba anh day ¢ truong
thuong. Anh phai di day. Tré mat."

Vay 14, ba cua Fidelio day trong mdt truong binh thuong. Vay thi phai nhu thé nao méi duoc 1a giao vién cta Bloor? Thu vi thit,
Charlie nghi. N6 nhin ngudi ban mdi bay véo qua hanh lang t6i mot canh cira khac, rdi di vo 16p thiy Paltry - Kén Séo.

Thay Paltry khong thich nhimng dira tré c6 phép thuat. Ong to rd thai dd nay cho Charlie thiy. Bon tré c6 phép lam 6ng mét thi gio.
Chiing ¢6 nhiing biét tai ctia riéng chung, nhung nhimg biét tai d6 ching co ich lgi gi cho ai ca, theo nhu thay Paltry thiy thé.

Vao cudibudi hoc kém thoai mai va vé tich sy d6, Charlie duoc bao 1a phai dem cét 4o ching trong phong méic 4o dé ra vuon chay.
"Thua, vuon & dau a?" Charlie hoi.

N6 nghiday la mdt cau hoi ching dang, nhung thay Paltry lai xem nhu thé Ia lam phién.

"Chu tro nghiné ¢ dau?" Ong nat nd.

May thay, Charlie gap Fidelio trong phong méc 4o.

"TAt ¢4 moi nguoi déu phaira vuon chay sau tiét hoc dAu tién," n6 bao Charlie. "Di theo anh."

Khu vuon ching hé gidng nhu cai ma Charlie vin thuong goi la vuon. Nhin ngit tim mit ma van khong thiy dau kia dau. Ciing
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ching c6 tudng hay hang rao. Sau lung Hoc vién nhin ra mdt san choi rong bat ngat, noi bon tré di b hay chay thanh ting dam hai, ba
dra, va thinh thoang c6 dira chay mot minh. Mgt khu rimg rdmrap bao quanh sén choi, va phia xa xa, thép thoang mt burc tudng xam, do
d6, mit hut vo trong rimg cdy. Fidelio bao Charlie rang d6 1a khu bo hoang.

"Hang trim nim trudc, n6 1a mot lau dai nguy nga," Fidelio ké. "Nhung gio chi con 1a mdt déng hoang tan d6 nat. Mai sup gan hét,
nhung van con vail6i di ron ca ngudi, may buc tugng rit quai dan, cau thang thi muc nat. Cay moc dy xung quanh lau dai, moc ca & bén
trong, lam lau dai trong cang gibng nhu c6 Manfred vay."

"Anh di ¢ trong d6 1an nao chua?" Charlie hit ham vé phia buc tuong trong ghé so.

"Anh 4y ha?" Fidelio ngoac miéng cudi. "Cir dén miia dong, vao cudi thang 11, 1a tui nay lai choi tro huy diét & d6. Tat ca moi ngudi
déu phai vo day, cho du c6 mudn hay khong. Hai nam trudce, c6 mot con bé divo va khong bao giv dira nira!”

Fidelio bat dau chay quanh san, va Charlie chay bén canh.
"Sao d6 ho ¢ timthdy con bé 4y khong?" N6 hoi.

"Khéng bao gio," Fidelio noi. N6 ha thip giong. "Ngudi ta noi trude ddy ciing da timg xiy ra chuyén nhu vy roi. Chi tim thay 4o
ching, nhung khong bao gio thay... ... 0..."

"Xac?" Charlie goiy.

Fidelio gat dau.

"Ty dung bién mat thoi."

Sau 15 phut chay, mot tiéng coOisdn ric 1én, vang vong khép san, va bon tré liu riu, i lvgt quay tré vo toa nha.

"Tiét hoc lic ndy cua em I té lau nhat day," Fidelio bao Charlie. "Khong gi ngan ngdmhon thay Paltry. Tiép theo s& la tiét tiéng

Anh, tui minh cing hoc chung, nhung trudc tién phai ldy 4o chung da. Tui minh chi duoc céira dé chay hay choi trd choi thoi."
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Khi Charlie vd phong dé 4o khoéac, 4o chung ctia né da bieén mat. Trén mac chi con treo mdt cai do rach te tua, vdi nhiing vet x¢ lom

chdm & mot goce.
"Mac vo di, Charlie," Fidelio khuyén. "Thé con hon khong. Chéc c6 dtra nao léiy 16n 40 ctia em1di."
Charlie khong mac céi 4o rach tuombuomdo.
"Khéng phai o ctia em. Nh& dau ai vo kiém lai thisao," n6 néi.
Fidelio c6 vé bon chon, thap thom:
"Théi ndo, Charlie. Lim on mic v6 di, khong thi phién phirc im."

Nhung Charlie nhat dinh khong mic. N6 d3 khong biét phién phtrc ma Fidelio nhic t6i 1a phién phuc gi. Néu biét, chic chin no da
lamtheo 1oi ban.

Gido vién mon tiéng Anh, thdy Carp, la mot nguoi vam v, mat do gay. Ngay khi Charlie bude vo, khong 4o chung, d6i mét hirj cia
thay Carp lién gin tit vo né. Ci thang Charlie nay, thiy mubn biét, n6 dang nghi gi day? "Trang phuc thiét yéu" dau rdi?

"Néu thiy dinh no6it6i 4o chung, thi thua thiy, emkhong tim thiy n6 dau ca," Charlie noi mot cach vo tu.
Thay Carp cAmmét cdy ba-toong. Thiy vut danh 'dét' xudng mit ban.

"Dira!" Thay rit lén.

"Nhung, thua thay," Fidelio n6i. "D khong phai 14 16i cua tro 4y."

"Im, Gunn!" Thay Carp quat. Thiy to con nhung giong néi lai hoi the thé.

"Tro," thay chi cdy gap vo Charlie. "Ra ngay!"

Khéng mudn gay ra thémric rdi nita, Charlie voi v roi khoi phong hoc, le hét strc. Nhung khi di ra dén ngoai roi, n6 lai khong biét
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phai di dau. N6 ctr ding ngdy nhu phdng bén canh bt tuong va nhin trén trin xudng tién sanh dai, vé canh cdng déi cao 16n dan ra thé
giéi bén ngoai. Tién sanh d4 lanh toat, va y nghi phai nga dém tai Hoc vién Bloor cang liic cang ddng ngan ngam.

Ngay khi Charlie nghi tiét tiéng Anh c6 thé da hét, va Fidelio c6 thé dén giup n6 tim chiéc 4o chung bi mit, thi c6 ngudi 16 ra khoi
canh ctra tit dang kia hanh lang. D6 1a Asa Pike.

Théng toc d6 nhéch cho Charlie mdt nu cudi dc hiém va budc lai gﬁn.

"0 6, phai Charlie Bone diy khong," Asa cudi hénh héch. "Tao thiy may d pham lut ngay ngay dau tién."
"Phamcai gi?" Charlie noi.

"Tao c6 kéu miy mo momkhong vay?" Asa ngung cuoi. "Ao chiing ciia miy dau?"

"T6ikhong biét."

"Pi gip huynh trudng ngay." Asa thop tay sau gay Charlie va diy n6 doc theo hanh lang. Charlie thdy chung dang tién vé phia
canh cira ¢&: HUYNH TRUONG.

Asamo cira va ddy Charlie v trong.

C6 mdt dam con trai Ion hon & trong phong, nimngdinga ngdn trén nhiing ghé banh va ghé tua. Vai dira liéc mét nhin Charlie roi lai
doc sach hoac tan doc tiép.

Bén dudi mot cira s6 & tit cudi phong c6 mot cai ban dai, va didng sau ban la Manfred Bloor ngdi, khoac 4o chung tim. D6i dién
Manfred, c6 hai chiéc ghé. Trén mot trong hai chiéc ghé 1a con bé toc timdang ngdi, du dua ban chan. Asa 4n Charlie ngdi vo chiéc ghé
con lai. Olivia nhe ring cuoi véinoé.

"Khong 4o chung," Asa mach.

Charlie voi quay di khoi anh mit cham chip ctia Manfred. N6 khong mudn bi thoi mién 1an nira.
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Manfred khénh khang hoi:

"Khéng ai n6i cho my biét noi quy sao, Charlie Bone?"

"Khéng," Charlie nhin sugt qua ddu Manfred.

"Nguoi ta gii ndi quy hoc sinh trudc khinhép hoc ma. May khong nhén dugc sao?"

"Khéng," Charlie nhin chong chong ra cira s6 didng sau Manfred. "Chéc la ngudi ta cho ba ndi emva ba quén dua cho em."
Xemra rit c¢6 kha nang noi Bone d3 chi tim gidu to ndi quy di, Charlie nghi, dé gai cho né roi vé ric rbi.

Manfred mé mdt cai hop dung hd so mau do, rat ra mot to giéy va dua cho Charlie:

"Noi quy dy. Xemva hoc di, Bone."

Roi, hudng sang Olivia, n6 noi:

"Con may, Olivia Vertigo, coi by may khong thé hoc ndindi quy. Anh s€ phat cAm tac ca hai dia bay vao démth Sau. Cha me tui
bay s& dugc thong bao vé vu nay. Ho s& dén don tui bay vao thu Bay."

"Anh khong dugc lam thé," Charlie nhém day, phan déi. "Pay 1a tun dAu tién cua em. Me emssé..."
"Me?" Manfred nd, vé khinh khinh.
"Me?" Asa lap lai. "Trong cai trudng nay ching tao khong noi téi me."

"Nhitng ba me khong ton tai & day!" Manfred thém vo, giong hic am.
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CHARLIE BONE LUC NUA PEM

Jenny Nimmo
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 9

Cén Phong Cua Vua Dé

Olivia va Charlie bi diéu ra cira rdi bi tong ra ngoai hanh lang.

o

"Sao bay gid?" Charlie riu ri hoi.

"Bén phong dé 40 khodac di, & d6 noi chuyén dugc," Olivia thi tham.

Charlie di theo Olivia xuéng tién sanh, qua mdt canh ctra bén dudi hinh hai chiéc mit na mau vang, mot mit cudi mdt mat khoc.
Phong dé 4o khoac tim tha vi hon phong dé 4o khoac xanh da troi. O day chira day nhoc cac loai trang phuc la ling: nén cdm16ng, nén
Ky si, nén chop nhon... Trén cac birc tudng treo diy hoa va mit na; san nha la liét nhitng ung véi gidy, du moi kich ¢& va kiéu dang. Olivia
héat ving d6i gidy tim dang mang ra, xo chan vé mot doi giay mém, gét thap, trong moc mac.

"Thiy cai nay dugc khong?" N6 hoi Charlie. Charlie nhtn vai.

"Pung c6 lammat rAu rivay ché. Chuyén dau dén ndité lim dau. T bi cAm tic hoai. TG di tham hiém. Té da biét duge bao nhiéu
chuyén hay ho vé chd nay."

"Nhung rii khong kiém lai dugc 40 chung thisao? Minh s& lai bi cAmtac nira."

"T& nghi té biét kiémné & dau," Olivia bao Charlie. "Luc giai lao té co vo phong giit 40 khodc cua ding dy dé timba 16 cia té... ma
dﬁng éy d3 to t& nhat lai gium déy. Con mdt nguoi duy nhét & d6 1a cdianh chang mat dai, toc rll rugi. Lic té budc vo 1a nd chay vot ra,
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coi b6 lamla 1Am 1ét bi mat gi d6. N6 cammdt cai a0 chiing xanh ngoc bich."
"Bd c6 biét tén ngudi do khong?" Charlie hoi.

"Gabriel gi-gi-d6," Olivia tra 161. Néu n6 d ddi 4o cua ding Ay rdi thi tét nhat 1a ddng Ay ctr mic 4o cua n6 da, cho toi khiding iy
chimg minh dugc cai 4o kia 1a cua dang 4y".

"Camon, Olivia!" Charlie bit ddu cam thiy lac quan hon. "Minh s& mic 40 v6 ngay day."

"Hen gdp dang 4y vao bita ti," Olivia chao khi Charlie phong vii qua tién sanh, vo phong dé ao khoac xanh da troi.
Khi Fidelio ra khoi 16p hoc tiéng Anh, n6 thay Charlie dang mic chiéc 4o chung réch toi ta.

"Mimg la em d3 hiéu ra," Fidelio n6ikhé. "Theo anh t6i cin tin xanh da trdinao."

Charlie di theo. Can tin xanh da trdi ndm & chot cudi sau khi biang qua miy cai hanh lang dai, va Charlie ¢6 nhé duong di bang cach
nghién ctru nhimng hinh v& trén cac birc tuong. Quan trong nhat 1a phai biét xem co thé timra thirc an & dau. Hau hét cac buc vE déu la
chan dung cta nhimg ngudi dan 6ng, dan ba nomnghiémnghi. Cir nhu ho vuot thoi gian quay trd lai vy, nhin trang phuc 1a biét ngay
ho thudc thé ky nao. N6 bat dau nhén ra nhiing cai ho: Raven, Silk, Yewbeam, Pike, va Bloor. Charlie vén khong giéi mon lich st, nhung
né chic chin nhimg chan dung nay dang dan dét n6 tro lai cai thoi ma ngudi ta vé Ién tuong.

Cudi cung, chiing di v6 mdt cn phong rong rinh, am thap, bdc mui bap cai luoc. Trong khi xép hang linh phan an ctia minh, Charlie
ké cho Fidelio nghe vé chuyén viéng thimphong dé 4o khoac xanh da troi ctia Olivia.

"C6 mot thang trong 1Am 1ét cAm modt cai do chung," Charlie néi. "Olivia néi tén né la Gabriel gi gi d6."

"Gabriel Silk," Fidelio chinh. "N6 hoc dwong cAm. Anh nghithing nay cé phép thuat. N6 chéc chin la loai quai ddm."
"Quai dam?" Charlie hoi.

Fidelio hat dau vé phia hang hoc tro di linh phan in xong.
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"No la cai thing & cudihang."

Charlie th.'fly mot théng con trai cao nhong, guong mat dai, toc tai rii rugi, mau l6ng chudt. TAt ¢4 moi thtt & n6 déu c6 vé h hitng va
16ng ngoéng, ké ca hai ban tay.

"Trong né hinh nhu vui vé hon thudng ngay," Fidelio n6i. "Ui! Nhung gio hét vui ndi roi."

Gabriel Silk vira danh roi chong sach ma né c¢6 kep dudinéach, gio lai dang chat vat giir thing bang dia ¢ an trong khi lrom lai miy
cubn séch roi.

"Em thic méc khong biét co phai d6 1a 4o chung ciia emkhong," Charlie néi. "Me em théu tén tit cua emdang sau 40. Me em dung
chixanh 14 cdy vikhong timra soi chi tring nao."

"Tdinay tui minh s& coi thi," Fidelio n6i. "Chac chin t6i lic d6 né méi coido ra."

Mot cai dia dung thr gi ndu nau va xanh Ia cdy duge dui vo tay Charlie, va n di theo Fidelio t6i mot ci ban trong. Sau vai miéng,
Charlie nhan ra Fidelio hinh nhu dang thuong thirc mon bép cai trong phat 6iva bo lai ddng mau nau.

"Anh an chay," Fidelio giai thich. "Ho khong bao gi cho minh xoi cai gi ma minh c6 thé xoi dugc. Anh hy vong em thich mén thit
bamcua anh."

"Vay ra d6 I thit bam a? Em dn dugc. Anh dn phan bap cii cia emdi."
Hai dira dang ddi thit bam voi bép cai, dung lac ¢6 Chrystal - gido vién dan dy - dingang qua ban chung.
"Cac tro biét nhu thé 1a khong dugce phép ma," ¢6 noi kémtheo ny cudi.

Charlie ¢6 an tugng ring c6 Chrystal khong phai la nguoi nghiém khic. Mui bip cai d6i luc bi mii nuéc hoa thom phirc ctia co dé
bep.

"Xin 161, c6 Chrystal," Fidelio néi, cudingoac dén mang tai. "Day 1a Charlie Bone; tro 4y mdi dén homnay."
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"Chao, Charlie," ¢6 Chrystal noi. "Néu c6 c6 thé gitp gi duoc cho em thi Fidelio s& biét kiém c6 & dau."
Rdi ¢6 lai hao phong ban mdt nu cudi rang 15 cho Fidelio va di khoi. That d& chiu khi biét it nhat c6 mot gido vién than thién trong

Hoc Vién nay.

Phén thoi gian con lai trong ngdy troi qua ma khong c6 bién ¢b nao khé chiu. Charlie di theo Fidelio tir phong nay téi phong kia, ra
cén tin dung bira tra, 10i laira san chay cube cudi trude khi troi tbi. Nhung khi dén bit diu bat sang toa nha xam, cao 16n, va bau troi dém
phi triim cac cira s6, n6 mGi thay nhé nha. Va khi di qua nhiing hanh lang trén duong di in t6i, n6 hinh dung ra cin bép 4m cing & nha
6 9 va mot dia mi Y dic biét ma ngoai Maisie van lam cho n6. N6 ngoai ¢au nhin canh cong d6i nang né, cao voingin cach véi thé gisi
bén ngoai.

"Vay khong hay dau, Charlie," Fidelio thi tham. "Ho s& khong mé cira cho dén thir Sdu. Anh da thir roi."

"Lic m6i dén anh c6 nhd nha khong?" Charlie hoi.

"Co. Nhung khéng lau. Thir Sau téi mau thoi ma."

"Ems€ khong dugc v& nha vao tht Sdu. Embj cAm tac rdi," Charlie néia ril. "Manfred phat em."

"That khong tin ndi!" Fidelio rd rang bi sdc. "M&i ngay dau tién ma. Manfred chic chin ¢b y gan tdicho emrdi."
Nhung khinhin vé mit bi thuong ctua Charlie, n6 v§ithém:

"Sép c6 sungac nhién cho em day. Chiing ta s& gip toan trudng. Va nha an 16n 1a mot noi anh khong biét lam sao dién ta hét cho em
duoc."

Fidelio n6i dung. Chiing cting nhau buéc xubng nhitng hanh lang doi am, di vé phia can tin xanh da trdi, sau d6 di thémnira. Gio,
chung dang d6 ddc, tir tir, vo mot cai hang khong 16 dudi long dét, va Charlie thay nhimg dira tré khoac 4o chung xanh 14 ciy va 4o
chung mau timnhap bon vé&i chung. Cai dam con nit dong dtc d6 quanh vo mdt cau thang rong, rdi lai di xuéng, xuéng mot hanh lang dai
khac, cdinay lai dan téi mot sanh duong rong ménh mong.
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"Chung ta dang ¢ bén dudi thanh phd," Fidelio noi. "Pay 14 noi ¢b nhit cta toa nha. Noi ma ngudi ta cho ring cac hau dué cua Vua
Do da giam gilr tu nhan ctia ho."

Lai Vua Bo.

"Vua D¢ 1a ai vay?" Charlie hoi.

Fidelio nhun vai.

"Ong xdy toa lau dai bo hoang, anh chi biét c6 thé thoi. Anh nghi dng dy thi OK, nhung nguoi ta néi cd6 miy dira con cia 6ng la mot
bon that sy hic am. Bi le 1én nao, khong tui minh tré bay gio."

O ca hai phia ctia ba chiéc ban cuc ky daila nhiing bang ghé dang lap day dan nhimg tré con la tré con. Ao chiing xanh da troi ngdi
bén trai, 40 ching tim & chinh giita va 4o chung xanh 1a cdy bén phai. O dau mdi ban c6 mot huynh truong dang mic xip ra tir mot ci lién
thép to tudng. Nhitng dua tré khac dang phan phat ting khic banh mi.

Phia cudi sanh duong, trén mdt cai buc cao, ddingi gido vién cuia Hoc vién ngéi kin caiban tha tu, Ban Danh Du, d6 la Fidelio n6i
cho Charlie biét. Cudi cing, lan dau tién, Charlie ciing da thoang thiy duoc gido su Bloor. Ong ta mic 4o chung den nhu nhiing gido vién
day cac mon hoc khac ngoai ba mén nghé thuét, nhung khong thé in 6ng ta vao dau duoc. Ong ngdingay chinh tdm chiéc Ban Danh Du
va dua mét nhin khap ¢dam con nit dang liu lo, lach chach. P6 1a mot ngudi dan 6ng lyc ludng, uy quyén, toc xam va thang, ria mép dugc
tia khéo léo.

Dudi d6i 16ng may chdi x¢, d6i mat den nho ciia gido su Bloor quét khip ba chiéc ban dai; va Charlie ngdy nguoira domtheo dnh
nhin ctia ngudi dan éng to 1on, cudi cing mat ho giao nhau.

Giao su Bloor dtng 1én. Ong budc khoi cai buc cao va bat dau di xuéng 16i di giita cac day ban xanh da tri va ban tim. Ong tinh
khong roi mét khoi Charlie.

"Sao vay?" Fidelio hich khuyu tay Charlie. "Em khong thich sup a?"

Charlie khong thé tra 16i. Gido su Bloor di dén chd né.
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"Charlie Bone!"
Do chinh 1a cai gipng ndinghe ron ca xuwong ting thoat ra tur trang bao.
"Han hanh c6 tro ¢ day."

Charlie théu thao ring n6 vui mimg duoc hoc & Bloor, nhung né gan nhu khong nhan ra minh dang néi cai gi. Theo ban niang, nd
ngé cham chim guong mit to dang d6 bong xudng, va no siing so, phat hién ra ring khong nhimg minh nghe dugc giong noi tir nhing
tAm hinh, ma khi so hai thiné con c6 thémkha niang khac: n6 doc dugc nét mat. Charlie théy rﬁng né di biét, khong cin hoiaila nguoi da
bét dira con cua tién si Tolly.

Ngoai Maisie luén n6i rang guong mit c6 thé néi cho ta biét rat nhidu diéu vé mot con ngudi. Grong mit nay bit dau noi cho
Charlie biét nhiéu hon nhiing gi n6é muén biét. N6 voi dong chit tam tri minh lai trudc gwong mit d6, mot cach nhanh chong va cuong
quyét.

"C6 sao khong vay?" Fidelio hoi Charlie. "Trong emnhu vira nhin thidy mot con ma thé."

Charlie nhin cdi lung rdng cta gido su Bloor di xa dan. C)ng ta dung lai mot 1An nita, va noi chuyén v6imot nit sinh 4o chung xanh 1a
cdy. Con bé c6 mai toc vang nhot nhat, va khi ngudc 1én, né cau may. Charlie nhan thdy d6i méit to mau xanh da trdi ciia con bé ¢ vé
hoang hét va sg sét.

"Charlie!" Fidelio huych né. "Cai gi thé?"
"Nho kia 1a ai vAy?" Charlie hoi. "Nho dang noi chuyén véi gido su Bloor 4y."

"Emilia Moon," Fidelio noi. "N6 hoc hoi hoa. Mén éy né kha déy. Tring voi khoai tdy chién ra roi kia, tot nhat em dn cho hét xup di,
khong thi s& khong duoc nhan thém gi dau. Luat 18 ddy."

Charlie Ita voi mudng xip cudi cing vo miéng, ngay khi mt dia trimg va khoai tay chién dugc chuyén téi chd né. No chuyén cai to
trong khong theo hang vé tan cubi ban, noi Billy Raven dang xép thanh timg chong.
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Emilia khong dung t6i mon xiip. Con bé nhin nhé véi to xiip nhu thé khong hiéu tai sao tir dau lai chui ra cai mon xap nay. Charlie
camthay minh nén bao cho Emilia biét 1a dd c6 mon trimg va khoai tay chién, nhung con bé & qua xa.

"Tyi minh ¢ banh put dinh trang miéng khong?" N6 héi Fidelio mdt cach hy vong.
"Em gidn chic. May 1Am thi c6 dwoc mot trai tdo,” Fidelio noi. "Hodc mot traile."
Va chting da may mian. Mot trai Ié troi téi trude mit Charlie, ngay sau mon trimg va khoai tay chién.

Khi bita tdi chAm dut va nhiing chiéc dia cudi cung di dugc xép ngay ngan, gido su Bloor tién 1én cai buc cao va vd vo tay. Imling
bao trim tic khac.

"Toi co mdt thong bao," gido sw ndinghiém trang. "Mot cau trai méi toi dé nhap vo hang ngii nhimg ngudi duge ban phép thuit.
Charlie Bone, ding 1én."

Nong ra ca ngudi, Charlie dimg day. Hon ba trim cip mat quay vé phia n6, dau gbi bat dau va lap cap vo nhau.
"Charlie!"

Gido su doc to tén n6 ma nghe nhu thé cai tén dy 1a mot sai lam ghé ghém.

"Sau bita toi chung ta c6 hai gio bai tip vé nha. Nhing dira tré c6 phép thuét s& hoc trong phong Nha Vua."

Ong dimng lai vai gidy, nhin quanh dam tré im thin thit va bat dong. Va 16, bang giong am dm nhu samkhién Charlie giat thot Ién, 6ng
ra Iénh:

"Gii tan!"
"Phong Nha Vua & dau?" Charlie rdi rit hoi, khi Fidelio dimg 1én khoibang ghé.

"Pi theo Gabriel ay," Fidelio khuyén. "Hodc Billy Raven ciing duoc... bam theo n6 thi d& hon. Anh phai di day, Charlie. Ba phut nita
tui anh phai c6 mit trong 16p roi. Gip lai toi nay!"
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Fidelio lu6t di, hoa vo dong 4o chung du mau sic dang don & vé phia cubinha in téi. Charlie nhau nhau tim cai dau tring cua Billy
Raven. Nhung thing bé bach tang bé xiu nay bi chim lim trong khéi tré con chen l4n x6 day nhau. Cudi cing Charlie ciing phat hién ra
thang bé. N6 dang thanh thao r& duong ludn lach giira miy bon khac, phai mit mot hdi Charlie m6i dudi kip no.

"Chao em!" Charlie n6i, tim duoc vat 4o chung cua Billy. "Cho anh di ciing véi nhé? Anh khong biét phong Nha Vua & dau."

"ft nguoi biét lim," Billy noi, cudi toét. "Mudn nhé duge duong t6i d6 ciing phai mit mot luc kia. Nhung em s& 1a huéng din vién
cho anh, mién 13 anh muén vay."

Charlie chua kip 1dm thim mdt 151 cdm on thi Billy da ao di. Trudc tién t6i ddy ngan ti dé liy tap va viét, sau d6 tro lai tién sanh,
xubng mot 16i di, queo mot khiic quanh, va leo 1én mdt cau thang. Cudi ciing chung t&i canh cira d6i cao voi, son den. Billy diy mot canh
cira ra va chiing budc v mdt cin phong la ling, hinh tron. Co muoi dira tré dang ngdi quiy quanh mdt chiéc ban tron.

Manfred va Asa ciing c¢6 mit & d6. GABRIEL Silk ngdi giita Emilia Moon va mt nit sinh téc quan, béo tron, trong binh thuong dén
ndikhong thé tin dugc con bé nay lai [a mot trong nhitng dira 6 phép thuat. Mot nit sinh vai u thit bip, twong phan v&init sinh manh
khanh, nhoé nhin ngf)i ké bén. Bén canh ching, mft nit sinh da den, miii dai va nhon hoit, dang khinh miét nhin Charlie, va Charlie théy
1ong minh chiing xudng. N6 s& phai trai qua bao nhiéu thoi gian véi mot bon trong kém than thién thé nay? N6 wéc gi Fidelio va Olivia co
mit trong nhémnay.

C6 hai cau bé ngdi quay lung ra cira, va mt dira ngoai lai nhin khi Charlie budc vo. N6 mang nhimng nét nhu cham tré ciia nguoi
Chau Phi, va né mdt nu cudi 4m ap nhat ma d3 1au 1dmrdi Charlie chua dugc théy.

"Pay la Charlie!" Billy Raven néi.
"Chao, Charlie, anh 1a Lysander," cdu bé da den néi voi nu cudindng hau.

Vai dtra trong dam con gai cling ty gidi thi¢u. Dorcas phuc phich va vui tuoi, Beth by con, Bindi nho bé, va Zelda c¢6 miii dai. Emilia
Moon tham chi khong ngang dau lén.

V& nhe nhom cua Charlie vi gap dugc vai guong mat than thi€n khong kéo dai dugc lau.
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"Ngbi xudng, Charlie Bone. Va im ling!"
Manfred hat ham vé phia mot cai ghé tréng, d6i dién véi Emilia Moon. Billy ngdi xuéng bén canh Lysander.

Trong lac 16ng ngéng véi ddng sach vo va tu hoi khong biét phai bat dau tir dau, Charlie cam gidc d6i mit den nhu than cia
Manfred dang dan chit vo n6. N6 mubn quan sat ki cin phong nhung khong damngéang dau Ién, cho dén khiné chic chin anh mét
nhin dang s¢ ciia Manfred di tré v& v&i quyén sach cta hin. Cudi cung, khi Charlie liéc nhanh dugc mot vong xung quanh, né thdy mot
nguoi nita dang nhin né, @6 1a ngudi duy nhat trong phong ma niy gio n6 khong thay mit.

Pira con trai nay 16n hon Charlie, ¢6 18 muoi hai hay mudi ba. Mt n6 tron, trong thit than, toc vang dung dung, tua tua nhu c6 dong
dién chay qua.

Charlie cau miy, hy vong cau kia s& nhin di chd khac, nhung khong an thua. Xemra phan tng dit doi d6 cta Charlie lai thém kich
thich d6i phuong. Cudi cting, chinh Charlie Ia ké quay di chd khac.

Thay vi bit diu lam bai tap, mit no6 lai phong vé phia birc tuong ding sau thing bé toc vang. Va kia, & 6, chinh 1a Vua Do. Ong
dang nhin cham cham ra tir mot birc tranh d6ng khung vang, chic chin 1a rat xua rdi. Bic tranh da nit né, va md dén ndinhiing duong
nét trén guong mit dai, sim mau ciia 6ng 16 md, an hién, ngoai trir d6i mét den va cudn hut. Ao chung 6ng mic bang nhung d6 quy, va
vuong mién mong trén mai toc den cia Ong nhang 1én mot tia sang vang, bi an.

"Charlie Bone!" Giong néicua Manfred lam Charlie gidt ndy minh. "Sao khong lambai?"

"Em dang nhin Vua Do," Charlie néi, trdnh 4nh mét ciia Manfred. "Phai d6 1a Vua Do khong?"
"Phai! Tro lai bai ngay!"

Manfred lai dn tit mit v6 Charlie, cho dén khi Charlie m¢ sach Ngit vin ra.

Sudt hai tiéng dong ho sau d6, khong mot ai noi gi. Co nhiing tiéng thé dai, tiéng hung hang hong, khut khit miii, tiéng hat xi quanh
Charlie, nhung tuyét khong c6 tiéng néinao. Trong mot goc tbi, chiéc ddng hd treo tudng tic tic, cir mdi mot khic lai ngan Ién tiéng.
Tiéng lat gidy, tiéng but rot ret, va Charlie dang c6 nguy co ngu gat.
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Cudicung ddng hd diém tamtiéng va Manfred dung Ién.

"Tuibay di duoc roi!" Hin néi va budc ra khoi phong, véi Asa lap cup theo sau.
Charlie thu don tép vé va ra khéi 16p voi Billy Raven.

"Caianh toc vang 1a ai vay?" N6 tham thi.

Cau toc vang ma n6 hoi téi ciing vira roi phong, tim do chung xanh 14 cdy bay phip phéi quanh ngudi, nhu thé dang bi mot con gi6
bi hiém théi vo.

"0, d6 1a Tancred," Billy dap. "Anh iy c6 thé lamra bdo. Di théi. Emsé chi cho anh phong ngii chung."

Cudc hanh trinh nay din chung qua rat nhidu ciu thang, va qua rat nhiéu hanh lang, Charlie bit diu thic méc liéu c6 bao gid né tu
tim duwoc duong ma di dn sang hay khong. Cubi cung chung téi mot cin phong dai lanh 180, tdi taim; san nha trdng tron, chi co diing mot

ngon deén lu mu.

C6 sau cai giwong, dat canh nhau sat rit that bAt tién, doc theo haibén tuong cua can phong dai. Nhitng chiéc giuvong hep, va mit ta
ngin kéo nhé dua vo tudng. Charlie tha phao khi thdy Fidelio ngdi trén mdt ci givong & cudi phong.

"Lai day, Charlie!" Fidelio goi toang 1én. "Emnamké anh." N6 chi mdt cai giwong.
Charlie di toi, dat phich cai tai xudng ghé.

"Ao ching treo trén mic bén canh, dd dac con lai cat trong ngin kéo." Fidelio ha thap giong. "Nhin xem ai & phia bén kia giwong
ctia emkia. Em c6 thé kiém tra 40 chung ctia no."

Charlie thiy Gabriel Silk dang téng dd dac v cai ta ngin kéo bén canh giwong. Tuy nhién, Gabriel khong coi 4o ching ra, ngay ca
khi v6 phong tim.

"Rit dang ngo," Fidelio néi. "Emc6 dén pin khong?"
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Charlie di khong hé nghidén pin khi déng g6i dd dac.

"Pén pin 14 vat dung thiét yéu," Fidelio bao né. "Emcé thé doc sach khi tit dién va soi duong di loanh quanh. Ban dém & day tbi

dén mirc emkhoi nhin thiy gi luén."
N6 161 mdt cay dén pin mau xanh da troira khoingén kéo va dua cho Charlie:
"Ems& cin n6 dé xem cai 4o chung. Cat dudi gbi di."

Charlie 1a dra cudi ciing trong phong Ién giudng dingt. N6 phai mat thoi gian d& dd dac ra, luc tim tit ca nhimg thi can thiét cho
ban dém. N6 lai mic ¢& vi miy con géu Teddy in trén bo d6 ngu, nhung khi thiy c6 dira mic dd c¢6 hinh dan soc, thi nd nghi giu ciing
khong dén ndinao.

N6 vira nhay Ién giudng thi dén phut tit.

"Imling!" Mot giong nit 6m 6m vang Ién. R6i mot ban tay tho ra dong cira lai, phong ng chung chim trong bong tdi.
C6 cai gidd quen quen trong giong noi kia, nhung Charlie khong tai nao nho ra.

"Po 13 ai vay?" No thi thao hoi Fidelio.

"Giam thi," Fidelio n6i, "phu nit gi ma nhu con réng."

Trong phong day nhiing tiéng khut khit miii, tiéng tré minh sot soat, khibon con trai ¢6 tim cho minh mt thé nam thoai mai trén cai
giwong nhoé hep, cing queo. Charlie chd cho dén khi nhig tiéng 6n dut han. O givdng bén, Gabriel Silk dang thd sau. Co vé n6 da ngu

1roi.

Charlie moc ciy dén pin ra va tho chan xudng san nha. Khi da chic bong dén pin chia vo tuong rdi, né bat Ién. TAm 4o chung xanh
da troi & ngay trudc mit né. N6 nhic 4o ra khoi moc o ciia Gabriel va nhin nhing chir viét tit bén trong cb 4o.

"Ao minh ¢dy ma," Charlie thi tham.
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Fidelio dang ngdinhong trén giuong.
"Ly di," n6 thithao. "Le lén."

Charlie 1y céi 4o chung rach rudi cia Gabriel va dinh treo Ién méc, thé vo chd 4o chiing ciia né, chot mdt tiéng thét hii hung vang

"Dimg!" Gabriel thét lac ca giong, nhay Ién va cdu xé nhu dién cai 4o chung, "Dung lamthé. Lim on! Lam on lay di gitm di!"
N6 quing 4o chuing rach qua goc giwong cua Charlie.

Charlie dat cay dén pin xudng gbi. Ciy dén téa mdt quang sang diu quanh givdng.

"Ao ching d6 1a ciia anh ma," n6 n6i. "Emkhong mudn liy caido do."

"Cau khong hiéu. T6i khong mic n6 dugc. Khong mic dugc. Cai do d6 toan... kinh di. Téisg caido do6 mudn chét uon." Gabriel ndm
bep xudng givong va ap mit vo hai ban tay.

"Cau dang néi vé cai gi thé, Gabriel Silk?" Fidelio hoi véi giong trim trim. "Tai sao Charlie phai dua cho cdu cai 4o ciia n6?"

"Boi vi toi khong mic duoc cai 4o kia," Gabriel hat ddu vé phia cai 4o chung cii. "Ngudi mic no trudce toi dd gip mot chuyén gi dé rat
haihung. T6i cam giac dugc chuyén do, cau hiéu khong? Giéng nhu miac mdt con 4&c mong vay."

Charlie bat dau hiéu ra.
"Do6 la phép thuat ciia anh ha, Gabriel? Anh 'cam giac' dugc chuyén gi da xdy ra a?"
Gabriel gat dau:

"T6i cam than dugc tir nhitng thir ngudi ta méic trén nguoi. That kinh khung. Néu khong c¢6 quan 4o méi, ma cir phai mic dd cii, thi
t6i s& phai cam thay tat ca nhitg cam gidc khong phai cia minh. Nhitng chuyén lo 4u ctia ngudi khac ching han. Thinh thoang t6i cam
thay hanh phic, nhung ngay ca nhu vy ciing khong hay ho gi, vi d6 la niém hanh phuc khong that, ma lai khong kéo dai. Vao dau hoc
eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

ky, t6i c6 mot cai do chung mdi, nhung i chuot kiéng cua toi da cén rach nd va me phai kiém cho t6i mdt cai khac."
Charlie khong ngin ndi to mo:
"Anh c6 bao nhiéu con chudt kiéng?" N6 hoi.

"Nam muoi ba," Gabriel n6i véi vé dau kho. "Chung an gan het cai do. Tui toi khong c6 nhi€u tién, cho nén me t6i hoi Hoc vién xem
ho c6 thé cho t6i mdt cdi do chung da dung r6i khdng. Va ho dua cho toi cai kia."

Pén luc nay toan by phong ngii chung da thic gidc. Mot trong nhiing ciu bé ¢ giwong cudinoi:

"Tao dam c4 cai 4o d6 1a cua dira con gai bi mét tich trong khu bé hoang. Chic luc d6 n6 da s¢ hai kinh khing."

"Minh nghi chung ta nén im ling, néu khong ba giamthi s& v, va tit ca chiing ta s& bj cAm tuc,” mdt giong noi canh bao.
Charlie khong biét phailam gi. Lamsao n6 c6 thé ¢é Gabriel mic con 4c mdng cua ai d6 dugc?

"T6isé& lamcho cdu tat ca moi thir, bit ctr viéc gi," Gabriel thi thao. "Nhung lam on ding bét t6i mic cai do d6."

Charlie lay 40 ching méi cia né xudng va dua cho Gabriel.

"Camon! Camon, Charlie!" Gabriel v lay cai 4o vé6i long biét on.

"C6 mit viéc anh c6 thé 1am cho em," Charlie n6i khé.

N6 mé ngin kéo ciia minh va lay ra chiéc ca vat me n6 da dua cho no.

"Anh cé thé noi cho embiét bat cir diéu gi vé nguoi di deo cainay khong?" N6 dua chiéc ca vat cho Gabriel.

Gabriel chang noi chang rang, quan chiéc ca vat vo c6 va nham mat lai. N6 ré nhitng ngén tay doc theo chiéu dai cta dai lua xanh da
troi, cham vo chit 'Y' vang nhé ¢ du chiée ca vat. Mot khoang tdi phu bong trén guong mit dai ciia Gabriel.
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"La that," n6 lam bam. "Du ngudi deo chiée ca vat nay c6 1a ai ching nita thi ngudi d6 ciing da ¢ thoi hanh phuc. Nhung hién 6ng
4y dang mat tich."

N6 théo chiéc ca vat ra khoi cé va lay ngon tay vudt vudt:
"T6i chua bao gid cam thiy bat ky cai gi nhu thé nay. Nhu thé ngudi nay dang khong biét minh 1 ainita."
Rdi tré lai chiéc ca vat cho Charlie.

it nhat thi ba n6 da timg hanh phiic. Charlie dinh ninh rang "mét tich" c6 nghia Ia "chét". N6 cat chiéc ca vat vo ngan kéo. Van
ching biét dugc ginhiéu hon vé ba né.

N6 dinh tit dén pin dinga, thi mot hinh hai nho thé hién ra dudi chan giuong ciia Gabriel. Mai toc trang hién 1o mo trong béng toi.

"Anh c6 thé noi cho em biét vé ngudi nay khong?" Billy thi thao. N6 dat mot chiée khan quang xanh da troi dai 18n c4i mén cia
Gabriel.

Gabriel thé dai nhung khong phan déi. N6 quang chiée khan vo ¢d, va mot 1an nita, nhim mit lai.

"Um, ngudi nay lic nao ciing hdiha," no noi. "O day, & d6, & khip noi. Ong 4y phai luén hdi ha, khong ngimg lai duoc.”
N6 dung lai.

"Va gior thi, toi nghila, ong 4y chét rdi." N6 thao chiéc khan ra.

"Khéng con gi khac sao?" Billy Raven naini. "Ong ay khong noi gi hét sao?"

"Xin 161, chuyén dé toi khong lam duge," Gabriel noi, vé léy lamdang tiéc. "Toi khong nghe dugc giong n6i. Va khinguoita chét thi
nhiing thong diép s& yéu hon rat nhiéu."

"Ra vdy. Cam on anh," Billy ron rén budc di, giong n6 budn bi vong trong bong dém.
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Charlie tit dén pin, chdm sang nhét du6i gbi Fidelio. Fidelio d3 ngu say. Tiéng thé nhé nhe cua Fidelio khién Charlie budn ngap,
nhung sau d6, bat chot, né tinh nhu sao. Lic niy Gabriel n6i ci gi ¢6 ma n6 chua hiéu.

"Anh Gabriel," Charlie goi thim. "Ba em di deo chiéc ca vat d6 d6. Ba em mAt hdi em hai tudi. Sao anh lai noi ong bi mét tich?"
"Boi viong 4y dang mét tich," Gabriel néi, giong budn ngu.

"Y anh la ba emchét ha?"

"Khong, y toi la mét tich. Khong phai la chét."

Charlie nhin chim chdm v6 béng t6i. N6 ling nghe nhimg tiéng tho nhé nhe dang tran ngép khong gian khong nhin thiy dugc bao
quanh minh, biét rang trong miy gio t6i, n6 s& nam do, chi c6 ling nghe thoi.

"Khong chét sao?" N6 thi tham. "Gabriel, anh chic ch?"

"Chic chin," Gabriel vira noi vira ngap. "Chiic nga ngon, Charlie!"
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Chuong 10
Bi Mit Trong Ti Twong

Charlie thtrc day, cd hong kho khéc, mét cay xe. N6 chinga duge c6 mot tiéng. N6 midn cudng mic vao chiéc 4o ching rach nat thé
tham cua Gabriel. Xét cho cung thicéido d6 cling khong gy ac mong gicho né.

C

Gabriel va Fidelio chd trong Kic Charlie danh vat véi mai téc nhu hang rio cia né, nhung sau nam phut ca hai déu nhat tri ring viéc
chai dau ciia Charlie ching c6 miy tac dung.

"Néu khong di somthi s& chi con miy réo thit xong khoi chay thoi ddy," Fidelio canh bao.

Charlie @61 con cao. N6 vt toet cai luge xuong va tat ta di an sang cung bon ban. N6 vui ming vi ¢ mot 1t dong hanh, boi vi xemra
no s€ chang bao gid mo ra dugc duong xudng dudi tang trét néu khong c6 chung.

Gabriel vo cung hanh phuc dugc mic 4o chung ctia Charlie, trong né nhu mét nguoi khac hin. N6i dung ra, n6 cuoi subt, chan buédc
thoan thoat. Gio thiné da viat bo duge nhimg cam gic hii hung, chét khiép kia.

Bita diém tAm gémb(f)t yén mach, thit x6ng khoi bi chay va mdt ca tra.
"Ngay nao tui minh ciing an udng thé nay a?" Charlie hoi, cé nudt mot bumyén mach.

"Ngay nao ciling vay," Fidelio xdc nhén.
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Charlie c6 khong nghi dén nhiing bira diém tam ddi dao ciia ngoai Maisie.

Ngay tht hai ctia n6 ¢ hoc vién khong dén ndi té nhu ngay dau tién. Véi su giup d& cua Fidelio, va doi khi ciia Gabriel, Charlie di c6
thé timra tat ca cac phong hoc. Vao ngay tht ba, thim chind con mot minh mo duge duong ra vudn.

Thir Sau da toi. La caingay Charlie s¢ chét khiép. Khi céc tiét hoc chdm dat, nd ngéi trén giuong va nhin Fidelio thu don dd dac.
"S& ¢6 chuyén gi ddy, khi moi ngudi da vé nha ca?" Charlie hoi.

"Coinhu embj bo lai mot minh," Fidelio dap. "Khong viéc gi phailo ca. Dinhién, v&i thing Manfred thi ciing phai lo mot chut,
nhung khong phai chi c6 minh em. Nén nhd Ia Olivia ciing bi cAm tic, con Billy Raven thi khong bao gi vé nha, viné khong c6 nha. Anh
s& toi gap Benjamin dé ldy cai thung ma emnho anh gidu. Sau d6 vao luc... dé coindo... 11 gio rudi thu bay, anh s& toi va vay tay lamam
hiéu cho em. Néu tui nay xoay s xong vu chuyén cai thing, anh s& gio hai ngén cai 1én."

Charlie d4 c6 lic muén no6i véi Fidelio vé dura bé, nhung bay gior thi khong phai luc.
"Ems¢& gap anh bang cach nao?" né rau ri hoi.

"Cir dén thap nhac. Olivia s& chi cho em. Anh s& vy tay Ién 6 cira s6 nhin ra duong trén tang hai, lic d6 em chi con bon tiéng nira 1a
duoc ra ngoai roi."

Charlie thé dai.
"Tuoi tinh 1én nao!" Fidelio v vai Charlie tdi cAm ti xach 1én.

Charlie theo Fidelio xudng lau va nhin ban vung vay tai xich di vé phia hai canh cira cao bang gd sbi. Cong bay gio dang dé mo, va
bon tré tia ra, ham ho d6n mot ky nghi cudi tudn tu do.

Fidelio quay lai va vAy chao that nhanh. N6 gan nhu 14 dtra cudi cung roi truong. Chot mét ham mubn ménh liét thoi thuc Charlie lidu
phong ra ngoai trude khi canh cira dong lai. N6 tién 16n vai bude, liéc quanh that le, va ting tc.
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"Thoi di, Bone!"

Charlie quay ngoit lai. Manfred Bloor dang dung trong mdt héc t6i & quing giita hanh lang.
"May tuong khong ai trong thay may chac?"

"Emkhong tuong gihét," Charlie dap.

"Pem bai tip ciia my vao phong Nha Via va & d6 lam cho dén khinghe chudng béo bira t5i."
Trong lic Manfred néi, hai canh cira @ s6 dong lai, va giong noi cua né doi dng dng trong cai sanh tréng tron.
"OK," Charlie lau bau.

"Phainéila ‘Thwa vang, anh Manfred’ché, khong c6 céi kiéu ‘OK’ nhu véy."

"Vang, anh Manfred."

Charlie tim thdy Olivia va Billy dang tan gau trong thu vién.

"Tuiminh khong can phai im ling khikhong c6 Manfred ¢ day," Billy vui vé noi.

Charlie ty hoi lam sao Billy ¢6 thé séng sot ndi - bi giam ham trong Hoc vién Bloor hét tudn nay dén tuan kia, mot than mot minh
trong phong nga chung tbi tim khi ai niy d4 vé nha hét.

"Em cé bao gio ra khdi day chua?" né hoéi Billy.

"Em c6 mot ba di séng bén bo bién, cho nén ky nghi em hay vé d6," Billy noi. "Emkhong c6 don vicd..." né ngép ngimg, gan nhu
khéu khao trong ) hong, "... lu6n c6 nhitng con vét."

"Con gi ha?" Olivia hoi. "Té cha thay ¢ con vét nao ca."
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"Ba bép truong c6 mdt con cho," Billy noi. "No gia imrdi nhung rat d& chiu, ngoaira con ¢o... chudt... va nhitng con khac nira."
"Nhung khong thé noi chuyén véimdt con chudt duge," Charlie noi.

Billy im ling. N6 cti gam xudng quyén sach va bit dau doc. Hai trong kinh khién cho mit n6 trong nhu hai bong dén do, to tho 16.
Dot nhién, nod thi thao, "Thyc ra emnoi duge."”

"No6i dugc gico?" Olivia hoi.

Billy hing giong. "Noi duoc v6i chudt."

"That khong?" Olivia gip sach lai. "Hay qua! D6 1a mon cua dang y d6 ha? A, y 1a phép thuat cua ding iy d6 ha?"

Billy gat dau.

"Tic 1a em o thé hiéu duge ching?" Charlie hoi.

Chéamrdi va nghiém nghi, Billy lai gat dau.

Charlie huyt gi6 khe khé&. By lau nay Benjamin van hay noiring n6 ao udc c¢6 ngay nghe duoc con Hat Pau néi gi.

"Em c6 thé t&indi chuyén véi con ché ciia ban anh duoc khong?" Charlie wém hoi Billy.

Billy khong dap, chi dam ddmnhin Charlie, mit thon ra.

"C6 18 dé nghi ndy ngd ngén that," Charlie n6i. "Xin 15, I& ra anh khong nén hoi."

"Anh chilamon ding ndi véi ai nhé. Khong phai con vat nao emciling ndi chuyén dugce. Pong vat c6 rat nhi€u ngdn ngit. Lang
nghe bon chung mét lam."

Charlie va Olivia thé thét ring tuino s& khong hé ring v6i ai vé chuyén nay. Bon chung lai quay vé véi déng sach va, nhung mot
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lac sau, Charlie nhan ra 14 Billy khong lam bai tap hay doc sach gi ca, chi chim chidmnhin vao khoang khong.
"Em c6 thé n6i véianh chi diéu nay dwoc khong?"
Ca Charlie in Olivia ddng loat néi, "Pugc chir."

"Chuyén nay xay ra cach day mot tuan. Emdang trén dudng ra vuon sau bira tra thi nghe tiéng Manfred dang néi chuyén véi ai d6.
Emkhong biét d6 1a ai, nhung emnghe c6 tiéng con gai khoc trong phong huynh truong."

"Khong phai td dau ddy," Olivia noi ngay.

"Ping 1a khong phai chi," Billy thira nhan. "Nhung ma la con gai, nhu emn6i rdi ddy, va ngudi 4y dang khoc, thé nén em méi biét
ring c6 ngudi dang gip ric roito. Emlién di cham lai ¢é nghe ngong, nhung Manfred thinh linh phong ra, tong cho emmdt qua I6n nhao.
Anh ta chti em1a d6 dui mi, ngu xuan va du tht kinh khung khac nita, cho nén em phai tirc toc ra vuon ngay."

"Roi dang Ay c6 bilamsao khong?" Olivia hoi don.

"Chan embj dau," Billy n6i. "Vi vay, em phai di cham. Pang khap khiéng di xuéng hanh lang thi emnghe c6 tiéng m¢o. C6 ba con ca
thay. Bon n noi véi em, ‘Mé cira cho chiing t6i vo. Nhanh 1én, Billy. T6i canh cira trong toa thap ay’."

"Théap nao?" Charlie hoi. "C6 hai caithap."

"Emdoan d6 1a cai thap nhac. Vi thap kia khong c6 cira. Emso bi Manfred trong thay, nhung emkhong thé lam lo tiéng noi cua I
méo. Emvira 16t vira chay cho dén khi téi dugce ngon thap. Embang qua can phong tréng & tang trét, va khi t6i clra em chi viéc mo chdt ra
cho Iii me¢o vo."

Charlie biét Billy s& noi gi tiép, nhung n6 khong cit ngang.
"P6 1a miy con meo rit ky la." Doi dong tir mau hdng ngoc cua Billy vén d3 to gio con gidn nd to hon. "Trong ching né gidng nhu

nhiing ngon lira, d6, camva vang. Chiing cdm on em, rat lich su, r6i bao vdi emrang Vua Do phai chiing toi."
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"Nhung 6ng iy da chét tir hang trim nam roi ma," Olivia ngac nhién.

"Em ciing hoi lii méo vé didu d6, nhung chung né chinhin emrat tic cudi, xong néi “Tat nhién’, rdi chay thang vé phia ciu thang.
Ngay trude khi bién mit, con méo do néi ‘Dé cira do, Billy! °, va emlamtheo. Em vot ra vuon thiét nhanh, nhung emchi & d6 dugc mdt vai
phut thi cé chudéng bao chay. Phong ciia Manfred bi chay, va Manfred dang ¢ trong d6."

"Thira 1a [ii méo," Charlie th gép gép.

"Chéc la chting da hat ¢6 mdt cay nén," Olivia n6i. "Thang Manfred luon ludn thap nén & trong phong. Pimg bén ngoai c6 thé nhin
thay anh nén dap don trong phong no."

"Ho c6 timra ai da cho i mé¢o v khong?" Charlie hoi.

"Ho nghi d6 Ia thay Pilgrim," Billy n6i, "vi thay luén & trong thap nhac."

"Vay la 6ng dy bi khién trach roi!" Olivia néi.

"Gido vién khong bikhién trach dau," Billy lam bam. "Phai khong?"

Chura ai kip tra 16i né, thi tir ngoai ctra vong 1én mot tiéng quat, "Im ling trong phong Nha Vua."

Olivia deo mdt bo mit coc can hudng vé phia canh cira. Charlie ¢6 nin cuoi. Billy cau may lo ling va quay lai véi ddng bai tap vé nha
cua minh.

Cudi cung, khi chudng bao bita tdi reng Ién, bung Charlie s6i ung uc. Dudng nhu miy ngay nay n6 luén luén camthay doi.

Chung cung xudng sanh dudng an ti, nhung ngay trude khi ca bon budc vo, Olivia canh bao Charlie ring chiing s& phai ngdi an
chung ban v&i Manfred. Tim Charlie chot thit lai. Nay gio n6 mong ngong cho t&i gior dn tdi, nhung lam sao c6 thé tin hudng bita toi khi
luén phai cb tranh cai nhin gudm guom cua Manfred?

"N6 d4 khindo... thdi mién bd chwa?" Charlie héi Olivia.
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"Chwa. N6 khong quan tam t&i t&. Y t6 1a t& ching co phép thuat gi hét, cho nén ching co gi de doa né ca. TG chilamné cu thoi."

"N6 khong théi mién dwoc em," Billy n6i mot cach nghiém trang v6i hai dira kia. "Tai méit em. N6 khong thé nao vuot qua dugc."
Billy cudi diy méin nguyén.

Sanh duong an tdirong ménh mong va doi am. Nhimg budc chin cta bon tré nén vang vao sy thinh ling bi hiém, khi chiing di
ngang qua nhimg bang ghé tréng tron dé t&i chiéc ban c6 Manfred dang ngdi, trimg trimg nhin vao mot cdy nén. C6 hai chd bén phaiva
mot chd bén trai hin da dugc sip sin. Charlie chuingay vao ghé bén phai, cich xa Manfred nhét.

Hau hét gido vién da vé nha, nhung gido su Bloor, va ca gido su Saltweather, van & lai. Thay Pilgrim, ngdi hoi tach biét nhiing ngudi
khac mot chut; mot cai nhiu may nhe thodng qua trén guong mit thay khi lii tré tién dén gan, con dau nhu thé thay khong trong thiy bon
chung.

Charlie nghi day 1a mot trong nhiing bita ti té hai nhat ma n6 timg an. Té hon nita, ngoai viéc phai ¢d tranh nhin vao Manfred, thi
c4ithang gia nay con khong cho chiing néi chuyén véinhau.

"Bon bay dimg c6 mong da cAmtic ma lai con tan huong" Manfred noi, giong cay nghiét.
Vi thé trong khi ching an, ching hé c6 tiéng tro chuyén dé at di tiéng cén, tiéng nhai, tiéng uéng nudc va tiéng nubt... tiép ndi nhau.

Cudi bira in, khi tat ca dia da duoc vét sach va xép chong, my dira tranh nhau ra khoinha in cang ling I8 cang tét. Nhung khi cira
vira sdp lai sau lung, Olivia n6i lién, "Tui minh c¢6 hai tiéng ddng hd trude khi ngi. Bit diu tham hiém ¢ ddu day?" Charlie ty hoi mic gi
chting lai di kham pha mot toa nha khong an toan va dé sup, nhung n6 khéng mudn t6 ra lo laing. Ngoai ra, Olivia di quyét dinh rdi. Con
nho chia cho chiing xem cdy dén pin gidu bén trong thi 4o ching, gidi thich Ia c¢6 thé trong thap s& khong c6 dén.

Chung phai mit nira giy méi tim ra mot 16i ¢6 kha nang s& dan dén thap Da Vinci. C6 mot canh cira nho xiu & mat mt hanh lang trén
lau ba.

"Cung ting v&i phong nga chung cia té," Olivia bao ca bon. "Vi thé néu bi bat ¢ day thi tui minh s& c6 cé dé giai thich."

Canh ctra da chdt, nhung ngac nhién thay, khong khoa. Olivia ddy nhing cai chét ra, chung clng va ri sét.
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"Nhiéu nam rdi khong ai & ddy," Charlie quan sat.
"Chinh xic. Cang thém thii vi chtr sao." mét Olivia sang long lanh. "Le le 1én!"

Canh cira kéu kin kit khi ¢ nang kéo n6 ra. Mot hanh lang t&i timu6n cong hién ra va bién mat & mot géc queo mang nhén giing
xam xit. Khong thiy cong tic, ciing ching thy dén dau hay bong dén dién dau ca.

Chung nhe nhang lich qua cira, va thay minh budc di trén nhiing miéng van 16t san rong, dong bui day dic. Mui nhiing thir Am uét,
muc nat pha ra tir nhitng ngéc ngach tbi tam.

"Tyiminh nén dong cura lai," Charlie n6i, hoi de dat.
"Phai dong sao?" Billy hoi.
Olivia bat dén pin cai tach, va mot ludng sang manh mé toa tron 161 di trude mit chung. "Khong sao dau, Billy" con bé v vé.

Khi Charlie dong cira thi c6 cai gi d6 lam ctra dinh lai, né nhin xuéng xem do 14 cai gi thi chot chu y dén déi giay cua Olivia. Cé nang
dang "dién" d6i gidy den bang loai da cimg, bong 16n, got cao chot vot. Charlie hy vong chiing s& khong gip qué nhiéu ciu thang cii.

Ay thé ma, ngay khi vuot qua cai goc mang nhén, thir dau tién chung gip phaila mot cau thang cii mém. D6 1a con dudng doc dao
dé ra khoi hanh lang nay. Chung chi con cach leo 1én mdt cau thang xodn ¢, ddc ding, hodc 14 leo xubng nhitng bac thang bang da hep

veo.
"Tui minh leo 1én di," Billy nai ni. "Duéi d6 thdy ghé qua."
"Nhung coi bd hap dan," Olivia thi thao. N6 roi dén pin vao c4i 16 tdi om phia dudi. Xemra c4i 16 khong co day.

"Lén chd dimg xudng!" Charlie néi, lru y dén vé lo ling cua Billy. N6 nh¢ Ia Billy khong thé nhin 3. "Dé anh di trude cho, Billy, em
dingay sau anh, con Olivia di sau cung. Thé 14 an toan nhat."

Billy trong c¢6 vé bt s di, con Olivia vui vé dong y. "Pang ay s€ can dén pin néu dang ay di trudce," nd vira noi vira dua cai dén cho
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Charlie.

Nhirng bac thang xodn ¢ hep tiri va gap ghénh. Thuc tinh, Charlie phai bo 1én. N6 nghe tiéng Billy hoi hop thé hi hui sau lung, va
tiéng gidy cua Olivia thinh thoang ca rot rot 1én nén d4 1.

B4t thinh linh, c6 mot tiéng 16¢ coc, vai tiéng lan thong thc, rdi mot tiéng ra divang, va sau d6 1a mot sy imlang ghé nguoi.
Chuyén xay ra hin di qua o roi.

"Anh c6 nghila chi 4y chét rdi khong?" Billy théu thao.

Tiéng rén lai ndi Ién, nhu vdy it nhat thi cdu hoi da dugc tra 161, Co diéu Olivia bi thuong niang dén ¢& nao?
"Tyi minh s& phai xudng thoi, Billy a," Charlie n6i. "Em c6 xuéng duogc khong?"

"Pugc," Billy néi, khong chic l&m.

That chim va that c4n than, chung do ddm tim lai cac bac thang. Tiéng rén 1i bit ddu yéu dan va Charlie goi to, "Bamchat vao,
Olivia. Tyi nay dang xudng déy."

Chung di xudng dén chiéu nghinho, truéc khinhimg bac thang bang da 4n chim vao man den.

"Pé anh di truge," Charlie dé nghi. "Em c6 mudn doi ¢ diy khong, Billy?"

"Khéng. Mot minh thi khong." Billy cudng quit bamtheo Charlie.

Cau thang gd ghé bat dau ubn cong va Charlie roi dén pin xudng, thiy Olivia & dudi san, ramr6 dya vao mdt canh cira kiéu cd.
"Bd OK ché?" 1 cau hoi dau tién cia Charlie.

"Di nhién 14 khong roi. Hai dau gdi té bi thuong, dau té bi dap manh. Hoindy tai to khong thiy duong di, phai khong?"

Charlie khong mubn dé cap dén doi gidy cao got cia Olivia. "Tuinay kéo b 1én nhe? B c6 dung day dugc khong?"
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"Pé t6 rang coi" Olivia chdp nam cira phia trén ddu va tir tir du ngudi ding 18n. At hin ¢6 nang phai ti manh limvé canh cira, boi vi,
mot tiéng rac dot ngdt vang 1én va canh cira cii ki d6 ap vao trong, mang theo Olivia treo bén trén.

" 111 iiiiiiiiii!" Olivia thét Ién, kinh hoang.

Khéng thé bao Olivia phai im ling lic nay duoc. Charlie voi vang bo theo sau ¢6 nang. Khi dim 1én canh cira bi sép, voi anh dén pin
10i vao cin phong bén kia, Charlie trong thdy mot thir gi d6 rit la thuong, va trong tich tic, n6 phai 1o phit Olivia dé chia dén pin xa hon
vao can phong.

"Chao!" né thét Ién. "That ky la."
"Givay?" Olivia 16m cdmbo déy. Gio thind ciing da nhin thiy vat ay.

Can phong chira dy 4o giap, hay dung hon, nhimg méanh 4o giap. Ngoaira con c6 nhimng hinh tha bang kim loai. Chiing va vat trén
ban va trén ghé; chiing ndm bira bii dudi san nha va treo ling ling trén tuong. Nhimng chiéc dau lau thép sang loang, voi nhimg hé mit
16msédu va cai miéng nhe ra that ghé ron; nhiing ngdn tay bang thép dé trong nhimg chiéc thing; nhitng ban chan kim loai tho ra khoi ta
ngin kéo; nhiing canh tay, cing chan, xuong sudn va ciii cho bang kim loai, tat ca chat thanh déng hdn don dudi san nha. Gémnhat 1
nhiing bo xuong treo dong dwa tir trén tran nha xudng.

"Aicha!" Olivia néi. "Trong nhu xuéng cia Frankenstein vay."

Billy, ndy gio' ding nép minh giita hai dira kia, ho1i, "Frankenstein 13 ai vay?"
"Mt bac silamra mdt con quai vat tir mot ngudi chét." Olivia giai thich cho né.
"Tir nhitng mau xac chét chir," Charlie dinh chinh.

Olivia niu Iy canh tay no6. "Em c6 nghe thay cha?"

Charlie vira dinh héi xem Olivia nghe thiy cai gi, thi chot c6 tiéng nhing budc chéan 16p cop, thap thoang dang tién dén gan. Nhiing
bude chan khong vong tdi tir cdu thang da sau lung chting, ma tir mot canh cira & phia cudi can phong.
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"Nhanh!" Olivia diy ca hai thiang con trai khoi canh cira sap, vao mot cai tu tudng dang md he hé. Ngay khi chung vira vao bén
trong, Olivia lién kéo cira dong lai, truéc khi chiing kip liéc thdy nhiing thir trong tu.

Ca Olivia 1dn Charlie déu dua tay bum chit miéng Billy lai. D gi thino ciing con nhé hon ching nhiéu, ma trong tu lai chtra diy
nhiing by xuong.

Charlie tit dén pin dung luc ¢ ai d6 bude vao phong. Bén bat 1én. Anh dén chiéu qua nhiing k& 14 sach cia canh cira ta, va than
minh bon tré dugc 4nh sang t6 nhu ngua van, voi nhiing soc sang, t6i xen k&. Olivia rang nhin cuodi. Nheo mét nhin qua mot khe ho,
Charlie thay gido su Bloor dang di chuyén giira d6ng 4o giap va nhing hinh thu kim loai.

Bay gio cac hinh thu da d& nhin hon, va Charlie nhan ra mot s6 1a dong vat — cho, méo va c6 ca mt con tho. Chung 1a cua tién si
Tolly, n6 nghi thé. Nhung lam cach nao ma cudi ciing chiing lai tu vé day, trong mdt cin phong bi mat & Hoc vién Bloor? Chung dugc
mua, dugc cho, hay bian cép?

Nguoi dan ong cao 1on di di lai lai. Ong ta bat dau di vé huéng cai tu tuong. Khi di ngang qua mot con ché kim loai, ong ta nhit no
lén va giat manh céi duoi. Ong ta dap manh thén con ché vao caiban. Con ché v tan tanh va mt déng béanh xe, ring cua, 160 xo va dinh
vit @6 a0 ra. Gido su Bloor chim ch nhin ddng dd sang loang d6, gam gir, va rdi vung tay x4 chung xuéng khoi ban. RS rang 6ng ta dang
luc tim c4i gi d6 va ndi gidn vikhong timra. Ong ta lai nhdm t&i cai ta va qua quyét di vé phia dé.

Ba dra gin nhu khong dam tho. Olivia, Charlie va Billy bau chit tay vao nhau. Nhitng mong tay dai cua Olivia cim sau vao long ban
tay Charlie, va n6 se‘ip stra thét 1én thi cira bat mo, véi mot tiéng két that to, va mdt giong no6i vang 1én:

"Biét ngay la s& timthay ba ¢ day."
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Chuong 11
Nhirng Manh Méi Sau Ciing
"C 4nh cira cii d6 d6 1di," gido su Bloor noi.
"C
"Ha? Chic c6 dira nao quiy pha?"
"Ta khong nghi vay. Chi tai Am muc va cii nat qiia thoi."
"Hirmm. Con nghi ldm," cai giong quen quen noi.

"Tét ca cai déng ma Tolly guri cho chung ta..." Gido su Bloor da mot canh tay kim loai khién né6 lin 16ng 16¢ vé phia ta tudong. "Toan
d6 dom! Con cai that dang & dau?"

"Con d3 n6irdi ma ba! Mu Ingledew dua n6 cho thiang Charlie Bone rdi."
"Sao con chic vay dugc!"

Nim tay Olivia d n&i long ra, va Charlie c6 thé rt ban tay khoinhimg mong tay lamno dau don ndy gio. Billy, tam thoi quén béng
bo xuong treo sau lung, gio dang hé mit nhin qua khe 16n nhét trén cira. "Manfred day," n6 thi tham.

Charlie ciing d4 nhan ra tiéng noi. "Suyt!" n6 khe kh&. "Nghe nao."

"Con chic ma, ba," Manfred nhin manh. "Asa van dang theo ddi. N6 thay Charlie ra khoinha mu Ingledew v&i mdt céi bao 1on mau

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

den. Mu khong dua cho n6 thicon dua aintra?"

Giao su Bloor 4m ir rdi tha minh xuéng mot chiéc ghé trong cé vé rat cd. Bui bdc 1én mit mi chung quanh khi 6ng ta nga ngudi xuéng
miéng démda rach toac. "Ta khong hiéu tai sao thé’mg nhoc lai biét chd ma dén. Laim sao no lai biét cai d6 dang ¢ nha my Ingledew."

"P6 la do miy con méo, chic chén," Manfred néi. "Ba biét bon chiing van lam gi ma - hit d6 d6 trén ban, danh lac huéng ngudi ta.
Dinhién 13 néu thfmg nhéc ¢6 duge tAm hinh, thi sau d6 thé nao no cling mo dén nha mu Ingledew dé tré lai. Cho nén con ddm c4 chéc
véiba la mot trong miy con 6n méo d6 da 1én vo tiém hinh Kwik khi ngudi ta dang cho hinh v6 bao. Chi can mdt gidy lo dang la... ap...
16n hinh, 1on phong bi."

"Ta s€ 10t da sOng may con thu d6 néu tom dugc chiing!" Gido su Bloor néi. "Chin traimnam lén 1t va chd miii vao cong viéc clia
nguoikhac."

"Ca an cip va dot nha," Manfred tiép 10i.
Trong bong tbi ring ron cua ti tuong, ba dira tré ha hdc miéng thd, nhin nhau. "Chin trimnam," Olivia mip may.

Billy lic dau khong tin. Charlie nhiu may va nhun vai. Tai sao khong? Né nghi. Cé nhiéu chuyén con ky la hon thé dang dién ra
hang ngay, ¢ day.

"Laindidén vu hoa hoan," gido su Bloor JAm bam. "Liéu ¢6 chéc 1a do bon méo do hay khong?"

"Con d4 n6i véi ba roi, con thay tuiné dudi cira sd phong con liac con dang cb dap lira."

"Va con nghila dira con gai cling c6 lién quan dén viéc nay a?"

"Tét nhién. Con di nén cho né mdt tran ra tro."

"Con khong nén lamnhu thé, Manfred," gido su Bloor nghiém mit n6i. "Chéng ich gi dau."

"Lic 4y con mét binh tinh. Con phét dién 1én khin6 khong dap tra. N6 dang dan tinh ra, ba biét khong. Con khong thé giir cho n6
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mé lau hon nita." Manfred thd dai mot cach thiéu kién nhan. "Lamnhu con khong c¢6 du viée dé lam hay sao 4y, lai con phai dé mit dén

lao Pilgrim."
"Thé caivan dé con con d6 ra sao roi?"

"Con khong chéc. Co thé 1a do con tudng tugng, nhung con nghildo 4y di thay d6i ké tir khi thing nhoc d6 t6i ddy. L& ra chung ta
khong nén mang n6 vo truong"

"Viéc ching diang dimg ma, Manfred. Khong thé dé thang bé d6 & ngoai mot khi chung ta biét n6 c6 phép thuat."
"Con hiéu, con hiéu."
Trong ti, Olivia nhan nho chi vao Charlie, thi thao, "La dang iy day"

Charlie lai nhun vai. Gidao su Bloor va thing con trai nham hiém cua ldo n6i vé chuyén gi vay? C6 bé dang tinh ra 1 ai? Tai sao
Manfred lai phai canh chimg thay Pilgrim? Charlie chim chu ling nghe, hau tim ra manh méi.

Nhung Manfred va ba né hinh nhu sép dikhoi. Pang c6 vé nhu Charlie s& khong biét dugc gi thém vé né hay vé con bé sip tinh
day kia, thi bong nhién, ngay truéc khi roi khoi phong, Manfred noi, "Ciing khong con lau nita dau, Asa theo rit sat. No tin chic 1a cai
thang hay di vdi con cho dang gidu cai vat ay. Chung ta chi viéc du cho ba ma né tranh ra 1a s& lay dugc."

"Manfred," giong gido su Bloor gio d3 xa, nhung van c6 thé nghe 16 16i. "Phai hity cai vat dy truéc khind dénh thic con bé."
Anh dén trong phong vut tit va canh cira khép lai.

Trong vai gidy, ba dira tré van im thin thit. Khi chic chin chicon c6 bon nay v&inhau, Olivia n6i "Cha, tha vi qua ha?"
"Chung minh ra khoi ¢dy mau," Charile n6i. "Minh c6 nhiéu thir dé ké cho hai ngudi."

Billy 1a dtra dau tién chui ra khoi ti tudng. N6 chay o qua canh cira sap va leo le 1én nhitng bac thang 16, trudc khi ca hai dira kia phui
bui trén ngudi xong.
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Pang 1y ra chiing khong cin phai mit cong phui bui lam gi, bai vi, dén khi bo ra khoi thap Da Vinci, thi ca ba chiing n6 mot 1an nita
lai dinh ¢y mang nhén. Olivia bi sung vii & mét ca, dau gdi bAm tim va c6 vai vét rach, nhung c6 nang khong mudn lam dm 1én. Charlie
camkich qua, n6 bao, "Minh nghibd nén dén gip ba giam thi. Nh& may trong dam byi ban 4y co thir gi gém ghiéc thisao, bo biét d6, mot
con rép cb hay mot thir gi d6 chang han."

"Giam thi ay ha? Ba d6 hung dit nhu con rong vdy," Olivia néi. "Chéc chan ba ay s& toc mach hoi xem t& d lam gi. T6 s& gidu dau
gbi du6i 16p quan thun bo, dé ngay mai vé me t6 s& lo lidu."

Billy nhac Charlie vé diéu Charlie lic ndy mudn néi véi ca bon.

"Yén chi, anh ndi day," Charlie bao. "Theo toan b nhiing gi ma Manfred va gido su Blod ndi vdinhau... ¢... thi moi viéc da xay ra
déu c6 dau dudica."

Olivia ¢é nghi ca bon vao phong ngi chung ctia né, vi cai phong d6 gan hon phong cua tui con trai. "Né ¢ hanh lang nay, chi con
céch ba phong nira thoi," Olivia noi. "Tui minh con ¢ thé timrira sach s& trude khi ba giam thi bat dau di tudn nhu thuong 18."

C6 nho noira didu nay qua tré. Ba giamthi da bat dau nhimg vong tuan tra roi day. Ngay khi ca bon vira toi phong ngii chung cua
Olivia thi ctra bat mo, va ba giam thi x0 ra. Chi khi d6, Charlie moi kham pha ra tai sao giong noi cuia ba ta lai c6 vé quen thude dén thé. Ba
giamthi chinh 1a ba c6 Lucretia Yewbeam.

Tat nhién, Billa va Oliva chi don thuan nhan ra ba ta 1a giam thi cta truong thoi, nhung Charlie thi simg s6t dén ndiné cam tuong
nhu vira bi tong mdt trai vo bung. N6 gip gap tha, hép hép khong khi va noi lip bap, "Ba Lu... Lu... Lucretia!"

"Ta la giamthi!" ba c6 Lucretia cau kinh.

"Con... con... con khong... khong biét ba la giam thi," Charlie lap bap, van con bi sdc.

Thoi budinay ai ciing phai di lam dé kiém séng," giam thi Yewbam dap 10i.

Ngd ngang hét sirc, Olivia va Billy hét quay nhin Charlie lai ng6 sang ba Lucretia, 1di lai quay nhin Charlie.
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"Bon bay do day hét chd noi," ba giam thi noi tiép. "Chung may vira chui & dau ra, ha?"

Olivia da san sang cho cau hoindy. Khong mot chut chén cht, n6 dap, "Da, tui con ra vuon choi, nhung khi quay vé thictra da
khoa, thé nén tui con phaidilong vong va tim théy mdt cira s8, tui con leo vd mdt cin phong tréng ban thiu kinh khung. A, thuc ra thi,
tui con bi té vi ctra s6 kha cao."

Ba giam thi nhan mat. Ba c6 tin Olivia khong? Ciing c6 thé ai d6 da khoa ctra khu vuon that. BA himdoa, "Ta dinh s& phat tAt ca tui
bay thém hai muoi bon gio cAm tic nita; nhung may phude cho tui bay 14 ta ciing mudn nghi, cho nén lan nay ta tha cho tui bay, chi canh
cdo thoi"

"Tui con camon ba," Olivia von va noi.
"Tuy nhién!" Giam thi Yewbeam khong dé& dang bi danh lira nhu thé. "TAt ca tui bay phai dingu, ngay tirc khéc."
"Nhung tyi con con dugc thirc mot tiéng nita co ma," Billy n6i mdt cach dling cam.

"Mot tiéng Ay 1a dé timrira," ba giam thi lanh ling phan. "Hai tui bay di ngay di." Rdiba quay sang Olivia. "Con may thi dé tao rira
sach dau gbicho nao!"

B6 lai Olivia cho sy chim soc con lau méi diu dang cua ba giam thi. Charlie va Billy tim dudng quay vé phong nga chung cia chung.

R6t cude ngdi trudng gan nhu vang tanh nay ciing ¢ cai gi d6 dang noi. D6 1a nude trong voinéng bong. Cho dén bay gio Charli
chi méi tim nude lanh c6 mot 1an. N6 khong phai la dia thich tim. Nhung homnay Ia 1an tim lau nhat, nong nhit ma né nhé duoc.

Na mphut sau khibon con trai d4 leo 1én giwong thi co tiéng g6 cira, va Olivia xing x4i ia vao. Co nang ban 4o ddmngi bang nhung
trang, diém nhimg bong hoa tim bu t6 chang, va mai toc mau tim da chuyén sang mau nau nhat.

"Ba giam thi bat t& goi sach," né thong bao cho bon con trai biét. "Dé chi la thudc nhuom xit 1én toc thoéi ma." ROind nhay tot 1én
ngdiphia chan giwong cta Charlie. "Nao, bd c6 chuyén gi tinh ké véi tui nay vay?"

"Chuyén la thé nay," Charlie bat dau, rdi n6 ké cho hai dira ban nghe tat ca moi viéc di xdy ra v6iné, tir lic né nhin thdy tim hinh
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nguoidan 6ng la dm dua bé cho dén khind vao Hoc vién Bloor. "Minh luén nghiring mén dd trong thung rat co gia tri, mot moén dd quy
c6 thé d6i lay chau gai ciia ¢6 Ingledew, bat ké con bé d6 1a ai. Nhung hinh nhu gido su Bloor chi muén huy né di"

"Trude khind danh thitc con bé," Olivia thém vao. "Va con bé d6 chic chin 1a dira bé da bj danh cép."
"Vay tuc 1, du gi dinita thi mon dd trong thing van con gi tri," Billy xen vao, "vi tic dung gi gi ctia n6. Kiéu mét loai bua..."
"Hirm," Olivia rung dui. "M4y ngudi biét to nghi gi khong?" Ri khong doi hai dira con trai hoi, n6 néi luén. "Té nghi ring Manfred

da thoi mién con bé. C6 1& con bé d3 bi thoi mién sudt tir hdi bi danh cép, bi danh d6i, hay bisao d6. Nhung trd théi mién nay dang mét
din linh nghiém, cho nén Manfred ctt phai lién tuc thoi mién, dé bao dam con bé khong tinh lai va chay trdn, hodc nhé ra minh thyc sy 13

ai."

"Olivia, bd thiét 1a thong minh," Charlie reo 1én. "Thuyc tinh, c6 dao minh nghi con bé d6 chinh 1a bd."

"T& a? Khong doinao. Aithoi mién 1a té biét ngay," Olivia toét miéng cuoi. "Tuy nhién t& dam chic té c6 thé timra con bé d6 14 ai."

"Bang cach nao?" Charlie hoi.

"Quan sat thoi. Chuyén nay té siéu laim. Néu dira bé bi dem di d6i cach day tdmnam, lic 4y né moi gan hai tudi, thi gio n6 phai cd
bang tudi tui minh. Chéc chin con nhé dé ciing c6 phép thuat, thé nén gido su Bloor méi mudn bét né. Vay thi, dé coi ai c6 nhimng dic
diém gibng nhu t& mé ta nao? Pam phép thuat ding iy c6 miy ngudi dau nhi?"

"Muoi hai," Billy dap, "Namnguoi 1a nii. Zelda qua 1on, chi éy mudi ba roi. Beth cling vay. Chi con lai Dorcas, Emilia va Bindi."

"Khong thé la Dorcas," Olivia tuyén bd. "Nho dé hoat bat, vui vé. TG chua bao gio thay ai bi thoi mién ma lai thé ca."

"Emilia," Charlie la l1én. "Tat nhién roi. Nghima coi. Lic nao trong n6 cling nhu dang mé man sao do, va nd cd vé sg¢ gido su Bloor
nira."

"Aima khong so lio 4y?" Olivia noi. "Nhung t& nghi dang 4y n6i dung, Emilia & chung phong véi t6, thé nén dé té chong mét canh
chimg cho. T¢ phai di day. Chiic cac dang ay nga ngon. Sdng mai gip lai nha." Olivia nhay phat xudng giwdng va phong ra cira.
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Olivia vira m&i rdi khoi phong thi tiéng ba Lucretia Yewbeam quat om, "Tat dén!" Va mot ban tay tring tho v6 qua canh cira mo, tit
dén di.

Trong gidy lat, hai d{ra tré im. C6 bdn cai giuong tréng & Charlie va Billy. Phia bén kia ciia cdn phong, tit ca cic giuong ciing trong
hoéc. Piéu nay khién Charlie 6n lanh. N6 tu hoi, s& nhu thé nao néu né Ia Billy, mot minh trong cin phong to 16n va tbi tim nay va moi
cudi tuan.

"Billy," n6 thi thao. "Cudi tuan sau em vé nha anh nhé? Ho c6 cho khong?"
"0, dugc chit," Billy hd héi dap. "Emda dén nha anh Fidelio rdi. Nén em chic ho s& cho em t¢inha anh thoi."
"Hay qua."

ROi ¢6 mdt tiéng cot két, tiéng 1 chan nhé nhe, va mot tia sang dén yéu 6t chia vé phia giuong Charlie. Charlie chi nhén ra dang
ngudinho bé cua Billy trong b dd ng mau xanh nhat.

"Charlie, anh n6ila anh c6 thé nghe ngudi trong hinh néi chuyén, phai khong?"

"(," Charlie tra 16i mot cach khong chic chan. "Thinh thoang."

Mot tAm hinh nhau nat duge dat Ién géi cua Charlie.

"Anh lam on cho embiét miy ngudinay dang noi gi di?" Billy hoi. "Pay la ba me em."

Charlie nhin chim chim véao birc hinh. N6 thidy mot d6ivo chdng tré dang dimg dudi mot tan ciy. Nguoi phu nit mic 4o dAmnhat
mau dén ndi trong ¢ gidng nhu mdt con ma. Mai téc mau vang nhat, gdn nhu tring. Ca hai déu mim cudi, nhung chi cudi & miéng. Doi
mét ctia ngudi phu nit ¢6 vé so hii, con mét cuia ngudi dan 6ng thi tic gidn.

Gigng no6i thinh linh phyt Ién trong tai Charlie, khién no giat thot dén muc chui diu vé phia trude, nhu thé nd vira bi dap mot cu.
Théi nao, mim cudi vi thing con trai bé nho cia cd di, Raven: Qua khé hay sao? Khong thé nham Ian cai giong noi sic lanh dé vao
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dau duoc.
Nguoidan dng tré nay noéi, May s€ khong bao gio thoat khdi chuyén nay dau.

Tiéng no6i sic lanh tiép tuc, Nhin con trai ta dy, 6ng Raven. N6 dep chir ha? Thing Manfred bé bong ciia ta 4y? Thé, thé. Nhin vao
mét n6 di. Hét nhu hai hon than lip lanh dang yéu, dung khong?

"Anh c6 nghe thiy gi khong?" Billy hoi.

Charlie khong biét phainéi gi. Limsao n6 c6 thé dé Billy nghe duoc nhitng 15i kinh khiing ¢6? N6 quyét dinh néi dbi, nhung trude
khin6 kip néi thi co mot didu xay ra. Didu ma chua timg xiy ra voiné trude day. N6 bt dau nghe duoc nhimg ¥ nghi ciia ngudi dan 6ng.

Chiing ta van c6 thé trén thoat. Ching ta s& ambé Billy va l4i xe trén di, dén noi ho khong thé tim thay ching ta. Gia ma thang bé kia
dimng nhin minh nhu thé. Mat n6 y nhu héc in vay!

"Sao?" Billy lo ling hoi.

"Ngudi phu nit..." Nhitng ¥ nghi ciia Charlie chay loan xa, né quyét dinh no6i déi. "Ngudi phu nit n6i ‘Nhanh 18n anh, em phai tro lai
v6i Billy bé bong’. Va ngudi dan dng noi, ‘Dung 16i, thang nhoc ctia chung ta that quy gid. N6 sé tro thanh mot ngdi sao!"

Ngay ca trong 4nh sang 1o md, Charlie ciing ¢6 thé nhin thay nu cudi hanh phiic cua Billy.

"Con gintta khong?" Billy hoi.

"Khéng. Anh rit tiéc."

"Thé nguoi chup hinh ¢6 n6i gi khong? Emkhong sao tim dugc ra d6 1a ai."

"Khong, anh khong nghe thay gica." Charlie dua tra lai tim hinh cho Billy.

"Mot ngay nao do cod thé em s& duge nhan lam con nudi," Billy noi. "Rdi em s& lai cd ba me, va em s& c6 nha nhu tit ca moi nguoi."

N6 bo lén giwong, va miy phit sau di ngi say swa, tim hinh nhau nat duoc gidu sau dudi gdi.
eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

Charlie nam thao thirc mdt lic 1au, 6 nghixem diéu gi dang dién ra trong trudng Bloor. Tré so sinh thi bi danh cép, con nit thi bién
mit, va nhitng 6ng b ciing biét tim? Ngudi cha ma né nghila da chét hoa ra van con sdng, nhung lai khong biét minh 13 ai.

"Ong cau Paton." Charlie lam bam. "C6 thé Ong ciu s& timra. Minh c4 1a Ong cau biét nhiéu hon nhiing gi Ong c4u thira nhan."

Con mot ngay nita thoi la Charlie ¢a ¢ nha r6i. Va cudi cting, khingu thiép di duoc, thinhiing cau hoi da danh cho Ong céu Paton
cling da hinh thanh trong 6c Charlie
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Chwong 12

Tro Déu Tri

n

"C & cudi tudn 1a anh ta ngu trd," Billy n6i véiné. "Anh ta thirc dén nira dém. Pung tir ctra s6 phong tui minh 1a thiy nén cua

Manfred thip trong phong."

HC

"Lic Ay hin lam gi?" Charlie thi thim.

"Luyén tap ma thuét," Olivia dap 101, ddo tron mét.

Charlie nghi, ric réi la ¢ chd, dam Olivia n6i dung lam.

"Vay 14 hin s& khong theo ddi tui minh nguyén budi sang homnay, phai khong?" no hoi.

"Khéong dau," Billy qua quyét véind. "Dinhién 14 tui minh vAn cin phai lén phong va lambai. Tat ca sach v s& duoc sép sin cho
tui minh, v&i mot to cau hoi phai tra 104, nhung tui minh ¢6 thé n6i chuyén, v& tranh hay lam bét ¢ viéc gi tuy thich, mién 1a & d6 dén 12
gio va lamxong cac cau hoi."

Chiing theo nhau dén phong Nha Vua, & ddy, Charlie thdy mot to cau hoi cuc ky Iat Iéo dang chd né. Lam chua hét mot nira, bdng nod
suc nhé dén Fidelio. "Minh da hira phai dén thap nhac lic mudi mot gior rudi," né néi véi hai dira kia. "Fidelio s& dén dé ra hiéu 1a anh 4y
da chuyén xong cai thung."

"Dé tyinay ¢ day lo cho," Olivia sot sdng dé nghi. "Va néu dang ay chua tra 1oi xong my cau hoi, thi lic quay vé ctr cop-pi bai lam
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cua td."

"Camon nha," Charlie dap vilong biét on. N6 nhé ra 1a n6 khong biét duong dén thap nhac. S& phai mét ca thé ky méi lan ra duong
t6i d6 mat. "Fidelio n6ibd s& chi duong cho minh, nhung néu bd méc lo cho minh ¢ day thi..."

"Pé t v& ban dd cho dang ay," Olivia noi.

C6 bé noila lam. Trong khi Charlie nhip nha nhdp nhom véi dé bai cia minh, cir ndm phit lai liéc nhin ddng ho, thi Olivia hi hody v&
so dd duong din dén thap nhac. Con bé dii to gidy cho no.

"Ding 4y xem I hiéu duoc chd?" nho hoi.

Charlie nghién ctru timban d6. "U, minh s& di qua canh ctra cudi ciing & cudi hanh lang chinh."
"U, phai roi."

"Gan... rudirdi d6," Billy nhic.

Charlie vot bén 1én.

"Néu c6 ai vo day hoi, tui nay s& phia la ddng 4y mdi v nha vé sinh," Olivia noi.

Charlie buérc ra ctra, m& ctra va nhin ra ngoai. Khong c6 aingoai dé ca. N6 vay chao Olivia va Billy that nhanh, linh le ra hanh lang
va khép lai canh ctra sau lung.

Theo so d6 cua Olivia, n6 dén hanh lang chinh va chay thuc mang vé phia canh ctra nho hinh vong cung, gan cong vao. Canh cira
trong xua lic xua lo nay dudong nhu da bi khoa. Long Charlie ching xubng. N6 vin cai vong sat by dung lam nim ddm cira, t&i lan tha ba
thi canh ctra bat nga vé sau. Charlie budc vao mot 16i di téi nhw hil ntt va cin than chét cira lai sau lung.

Charlie nhan ra minh bay gio dang & trong phan toa nha ngay dudi phong ciia Manfred. N6 bat dau dinhon chan.

Hanh lang d4 toi tim, dai hun hat, dn t6i mot cin phong trong & tang trét ciia thap. Charlie trong thay canh cira ma chic han Billy
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d4 mo ra cho lii méo vo. Canh cira gior ddy duoc chét chéc chan. Déi dién canh ctra nay la mot diy cau thang d4 din 1én nhiing tang trén.

Charlie bit diu do dam Ién nhimng bic thang xodn dc, khong cé tay vin hay du chi mdt sgi ddy thing dé bam vao. Cudi cung, n6
budc vo mdt cian phong trdng khac, ¢ hai ctra s6 nhin ra quang trudng. N6 cham chi nhin ra ngoai. Khong thiy bong dang Fidelio dau
ca. C6 18 tai nd chua du cao dé c6 duge timnhin tdt. Charile leo thém ddy cau thang thi hai, n6 khong dimg lai ¢ ting ké tiép ma le lang
leo tiép ddy cAu thang thi ba. Tir ddy né c6 thé thay toan canh thanh phd. Sang hdmd6 trdi tuoi sang, lanh lanh, va phia xa xa, ngdinha
thd @6 s6 nho hin Ién khoi 16p 16p mai nha chung quanh nguy nga, trang 1&; chop thap mau vang 6ng ciia n6 lap lanh dudi anh mat troi.

Thinh linh, c6 hai c4i bong chay bang qua voi phun nudc & phia dudi va téi chan thap thi dimg lai. Hai cai bong d6 vay tay. Vay la
Fidelio c6 dan Benjamin theo cuing.

Charlie vay tay dap lai. Fidelio c6 gidu dugc cai thiing trot lot khong? Charlie gio ngon tay cai bén phaira ngoai cira s6 va nhun vai.
R6in6 x0¢ hai ban tay ra. Liéu bon kia ¢6 hiéu n6 hay khong?

R4 rang la khong. Fidelio va Benjamin bat ¢au hanh dong mot cach rit ky di. Benjamin kéo mot soi ddy tuong tuong, trong khi
Fidelio dé tay sau mong va lic lic tay gidng nhu mot cai dudi. Charlie lic dau va nhan vai. Bon chiing lam gi vay? Hanh dong d6 chang
c6 y nghia gica.

Ca hai thiang kia 15 rang 1a dang rat hao himg v& mot diéu gi d6, nhung Charlie mudn biét Ia cai thung c6 an toan khong. N6 thu
dung hai ban tay tao ra du loai hinh, dé minh hoa cho cdu hoi: "C6 an toan khong? Cai thung éy? Pau rdi?"

Chang dugc cai tich gi. Benjamin va Fidelio hin dang c6 didu gi d6 khac trong dau. Cho du diéu d6 1a gi thi Charlie ciing phai doi
dén t6i nay méi biét duoc. N6 vay tay thém lan nira va dinh chay xudng cau thang, thi chot nghe c6 tiéng budc chan & bén dudi. Néu
chay qua canh cira vao hanh lang rong, thiné s& bi 1o dién ngay bén ngoai phong Manfred. Cach duy nhét dé thoat than Ia chay tiép 1én
trén.

Khi Charlie bit ddu ron rén Ién tang bdn, co tiéng nhac ving vang khip khu vuc cdu thang chat hep. Ai d6 dang choi dan piano.
Hay tuyét. D6 1a mot giai diéu mé ly, vira manh mé lai vira réo rat. Ngudi nghé sindy c6 vé lam chi tit ca moi cung bac trén phim dan.

Nhu thé c6 mdt s¢i chi ma thuét kéo Charlie vé phia 4m thanh dy. N6 khong ding lai & ting bdn, ma ctr vy leo Ién tiép, bay gio thi
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chamlai va hoiso sg, vinhan ra minh khong thé dung lai dugc. Hon nita, n6 s¢ caima né co thé nhin théy khi 1én dén dinh thap.

Can phong ma no cudi ciing ciing budc vao khong tréng trai nhu nhitng phong kia. Phong nay chéat ddy sach nhac. Nhiing chdng
tdp nhac ndm dudi san. Cac ké sach déng trén nhiing burc tuong xép kin nhiing cudn sach giao hudéng dong bia da — chung duogc xép theo
tén cua cac nha soan nhac kiét xuit: Mozart, Chopin, Beethoven, Bach, Liszt. M4t 6 caitén quen thudc véi Charlie, mt $6 khac né chua
bao gid nghe n6i dén.

Phia bén trong mdt canh cira nho bang gd so6i, mot dong sudinhac piano tram bong vong ra. Charlie s& vao nam dim cira. N6 xoay
nim dam, mo cira ra va ctr thé ding & ngudng cira ma chim chamnhin vé phong. Trong phong tréng rong, ngoai trir mot cdy dan piano
den nhay, khong 16 va ngudi dan 6ng ngdi phia sau: thiy Pilgrim. Ong thay piano xa la nhin thang vao Charlie; nhung hinh nhu 6ng
khong nhan ra la ctra mo, miac du gi6 ia khién mot vai to béo bay khoéibau ctra $0.

Charlie khong biét phai lam gi. N6 ctr dg ngdy ra, nhu bi théi mién, va rdi, cudi cing, n6 budce vé phong va khép cira lai sau lung.
Thﬁy Pilgrim vdn mé mai dao dan, hét nhin xuéng d6i tay minh lai tha hdn ra bau trdi bén ngoaictra s, nét mit thﬁy v6 dinh, d6i mit den
va siu tham tham.

Xa xa, thap ddng hd cia ngdinha tho 16n bét dau diém gid cho toan thanh phb. Mot, hai, ba... lac d6 1a 12 gid, Charlie chot nhé ra.
N6 s& tré mt. Ngudi ta s& thic mic khong biét né & dau. Khong chimg chinh Manfred s& di timno. N6 toan quay di, thi bdng nhién, thiy
Pilgrim ngimg choi. Hinh nhu thay dang ling nghe tiéng chuéng dong hd. Pén tiéng go thtr mudi hai thi thay Pilgrim dung day. Trong
thay Charlie dimg 16 x5 bén canh ctra, thay nhan mit.

"Con... con xin 13i, thua thay, con bi lac," Charlie lap bap noéi. "Tiéng dan cia thay rat... ... hay qua.. thua thay, lam con chi mudn
ling nghe."

"Cai gi?" thay Pilgrim hoi.
"Nhac cta thdy lam con chi muén ling nghe, thua thay."

"O."
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"Con xin 16i vi da ty tién v6 phong thiy," Charlie li nhi. "Thua, con di day."

"Poi da." Nguoi thiy xa la vong qua cdy dan piano, budc vé phia Charlie. "Con 13 ai?"
"Da, con la Charlie Bone."

"Charlie sao?"

"Da phai."

Charlie thdy mot thoang quan tdm nhang 1én trong d6i méit den cua thiy Pilgrim, rdi vut tan. "Ra vay," thiy lim bam. "Con nén chay
dithihon."

"Vang, thua thay."

Trong chép mit, Charlie dd bién khoi. N6 phong qua cira, lao xudng cac bac thang xodn d¢ vai thoi gian chi bing mdt nira liac no6 di
1én. N6 chay duoc dén phong Nha Vua ma khong gip phai ai, ngoai trir ngudi gac cira nhe ring cudi va nhay mét hét ¢ véiné khinod
chay le qua hanh lang.

"Lam gi thé?" Olivia hoi ngay khi Charlie hoc tdc vao phong. "Manfred ndy gio tho mét vo ddy hai lin, hoi xem dang iy & dau!"
"Thé bd néi gi véind?" Charlie hoi lai.

"T& n6inhu tui minh da nhat tri véinhau. N6ibd 6 trong nha tam."

"Nhiing hai lan co 4?" Charlie lo ling.

"Lan thir hai emn6i anh bi dau bung," Billy noi ranh rot, vé nghiém trang. "Nhung em khong biét anh ay c6 tin hay khong."
WVira Itc do, thﬁy Paltry-Kén Sao budc vo, thu lai sdch va bao bon tré chuén bj di an trua.

Bira trua hom iy c6 banh mi sandwich kep ph6 mat va mt qua tdo cho mdi phan an. Cac gido vién tryc trong ngay tht Bay ngdi &
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didy ban cao, nhung Manfred va gido su Bloor lai khong xuét hién.
"Vao cudi tudn ho ding bita & chai phia tiy toa nha," Billy giai thich, "cing v&i ba Bloor va nhimg ngudi khac trong gia dinh."
Charlie kinh ngac.
"Vay ra con nhiéu nguoinha Bloor nita 4?"

"Co mdt ong lio gia, gia khiép," Billy n6i. "Em chua bao gid thiy 6ng ay, nhung con ché cia bép trudng c6 n6ivé ong ay cho em
nghe."

"T¢ ¢4 la dang 4y biét rat nhiéu thir tir con ché cua bép truong," Olivia nhan xét.
"Ding thé," Billy cong nhén.

Sau bira trua, bon tré dugc phép ra vuon va Olivia cu nhat muc i ca bon dén gén khu dé nat. Billy khong hamhé 1am, nhung Charlie
lai to mo.

"Tho6inao, Billy," Olivia ddng vién. "Tui minh chinhin théi ma. Té chua bao gio duge choi tro huy diét ca.”
"Minh ciling chua," Charlie xen vao.

"Em ciing thé," Billy cau nhau, nhung ciing mién cudng theo chan hai dira I6n ra chd nhiing buc tudng réu phong, xin mau. Chiing
cao it nhat phai bon mét, Charie nham doan, va day chic. Nhimg vién da 16n 16 16 hién ra khoi nhimng ring cdy, twa hd nhu ranh gigi cia
mot thanh phd ¢b xua da bién mit. Cong vao 1a mot mai rong hinh vom, va bén trong cong, miy dira c6 thé thdy mot manh san lat gach,
phu ddy réu, tir 46 c6 ndam16i nho rim mat 18 ra.

Charlie nghi dén c6 bé bi bién mit va ring minh. "Chuyén gi dang dién ra & d6 vay?" N6 lam bam.
Olivia dodn dugc nhiing gind nght:

"T¢& chic chan 14 s& khong bao gid chui vo d6 mot minh, du chi mot gidy. N6 1amté son ca toc gay. Té cr thic mac khong biét
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chuyén gi da xay ra cho con bé tdi nghiép kia. Nguoita ndila 4o chung ctiia n6 bi xé thanh ting manh."
"6 la mdt con s061," Billy noi.
"S6i?" Charlie va Olivia nhin né cham cham.

"Con ché ciia ba bép truong noéi voi emnhu vay," Billy cho biét. N6 khong bao giv noi doi dau. Ché khong noi ddi bao gid. Chinh
x4c, n6 noi con vat d6 1a mot gidng so6i. Con s6i d6 van sdng trong trudng nay, nhung ban démné chay ra ngoai khu d6 nat."

Bat giac cd bon ngdc ¢d ngude nhin Ién bau trdi, nhitng dam may chiéu dang un un kéo toi.
Olivia thut lui lai mdt bude, rdi quay dau chay thuc mang qua bai co, miéng thét 1én tham thiét "Kh6666ng! Khod66ng!"

Hai thi’mg con trai chay theo sau, bt cuoi hich hich trudc déi chan tréng dang chay trdi chét va tiéng thét thit thanh, nghe thiét tuc
cudi ciia ¢6 nang, tuy Charlie thim tha nhan 1 trong tiéng cudi ctia chinh n6 ¢6 pha chut sg hi.

Chung phong bira qua cira vudn va ddm sam vao Manfred.

"Olivia Vertigo, di sép xép dd dac," hin lanh lung ra Iénh. "Bone, di theo anh."
"Taisao?" Charlie hoi, ci gdm mit xudng san nha.

"Taivianh da n6i thé thi may phai di," Manfred trich thuong.

Charlie rit muén chay Ién phong chung ciing véi Olivia. Chang con lau nira, me né ciing s& dén céng dén n6. RS rang 1a Manfred s&
khong thé ngan n6 vé nha. Nhung biét dau, hin ciing ¢ thé lam viéc d6 lim chu.

Manfred quay di va bat ngon tay tanh tach. Charlie nhe ring cudi mot cach cang thing véi hai dira ban rdi di theo thang 16n kia.
"Chuc may mén!" Olivia thi thim.

Manfred dan duong dén phong huynh truéng. Homnay phong véng ling va Manfred cho phép Charlie ngdi trén mot trong may cai
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ghé dua, trong khi hdn ngdi ¢ vi tri thuong ngay cua minh & sau chiéc ban gidy 16n.

"Dimg c6 do ra thé, Charlie!" Manfred c6 gidn ra mot nu cudi, nhung xemra n6 khong duoc gioi trong chuyén nay cho lim. "Anh
khong c6 an thit may dau."

Charlie cha tin. Mt n6 van ngé tit xudng dat.

" Anh chi mudn biét may gidu cai thung, ma ba Ingledew da dua cho may & dau. N6 la ciia bon anh, may biét ma." Giong Manfred
nhe nhang va day vé du dd, nhung Charlie khong bi méic hira.

"Tbicha hiéu anh dang néi gi," n6 chdi phit.

"DPuong nhién la may biét chir, Charlie. N6 khong cé gi hay ho cho may dau. Thuc ra n6 chi dem phién phtic dén cho may théi. Nao,
néidi, né dau roi?"

Charlie khong tra 16, Manfred bat dau mat kién nhan. "Nhin tao ddy, thang kia!" n6 quat lén.

Mit Charlie van dén chat xubng dét.

"May nghimay tiép tuc dugc nhu thé trong bao lau nira, ha?" Manfred ché nhao. "Nay, nhin tao ddy. Nay, chi mdt c4i nhin théi ma.
Cha c6 dau don gidau."

Charlie nhén ra 4nh mit minh dang tur tu bi hut vé phia khudén mat nhot nhat cua Manfred. N6 khong thé cudng lai dugc. Néu
Manfred ma thoi mién duoc no, thi moi thr s& tiéu tan. N6 biét minh s& phun ra cho thé‘lng d6 tat tan tat. Va sau do, mot y nghikhac bat ra
trong dau né. Rang no c6 thé chién dau véi Manfred lim chir. Néu n6 doc dugc nét mit va ling nghe dugc y nghi ciia Manfred, thi co thé
né s& bé giy duoc sy kiém soat cua thing gia kia.

Thé 1a, Charlie nhin vao khudn mit mong dinh, lanh 8o va d6i mit den nhu than da, rdi c6 nghe tiéng néi tir nhimg y nghi ciia
Manfred. Nhung khong c6 giong néinao ca. Thay vao d6 la mot hinh anh loang dan trong dau Charlie, hinh anh mot ngudi dan 6ng dang
choi piano.
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"Ngung lai!" Manfred ra Iénh. "Ngung viéc d6 lai, Bone!"
Nhung Charile cir bam chét vao hinh anh d6, va gio day né co thé nghe duogc tiéng nhac, sau la“ing, muot ma va tuyét dep.
"Ngimg lai!" Manfred rit rong 1én.

Mot ly nude bay véo qua dau Charlie va dap manh vao btic tudng sau lung né, v tan tanh. Charlie nhay khoi chiéc ghé n6 dang
ngdikhi dén lugt mt cudn sach bu chang bay vao né. Thir vii khi tiép theo Manfred v dugc dé ném i cai chin gidy bang thuy tinh,
nhung trude khi hin ném thi cia bat mo, va gido su Bloor ngé vao.

"Chuyén gi thé nay?" 6ng ta hoi.
"N6 khong dap ung," Manfred rit Ién. "Né cir ngin con. Thang nay lai con choi dugc trd dau trinira."

"That thu vi," gido su Bloor ndi. "RAt tha vi. Con khong nén roi vao trang thai nhu vay, Manfred a. Ta canh bdo con déy. Con phai
kém ché ban than chi."

Charlie liéc nhanh 1én tudng. Céily v& nam vit Ién thanh chiéc ghé luic nay n6 ngdi, va mot vét ban 16n, udt nhémnhep lam loang 16
tadm gidy dan tuong mau hoa hong.

"Charlie, me trd dang chd do," gido su Bloor tir té n6i véind. "Bisip xép dd dac ngay di."
"Vang, thua 6ng," Charlie ham ho tra 161. N6 ra khoi phong le hét mirc ma né dam.

Billy dang chd no trong phong ngt chung. Thing bé khong ¢ ¢6 mot minh. Bén canh giudng ciia nd, mdt con cho gia nhit ma
Charlie timg thiy dang nim duéi san nha. Con ché mép U, va bo mit ndu, dai ngodng ciia n6 nhumnhiu lai, gdp nép nhiéu dén do kho ma
nhén ra mit véi mdm nam ¢ du. No dang thd nhu kéo bé - ciing chang c6 gi ngac nhién vi chic hin né da phaileo 1én gan chuc céi ciu
thang tir nha bép toi day. Cai mii cia né nhac Charlie nhé dén mui rau cai thdi ciia me.

"N6 dugc phép vo day ha?" Charlie lo ling hoi.
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"Khong ai biét dau," Billy trin an. "Em dugc & mdt minh vao nhiing ngay cudi tudn, ngay ca ba giam thi ciing vé nha vao thi bay."

Charlie bit diu thay dd dac vo ti, "Phai chi em c6 thé vé& nha véianh," n6 budn ba. "G day vao ban dém chic chén 14 kinh khung
Am."

"Em quen 16i," Billy dap. "Emda c6 con May Phudc dé tro chuyén. Homnay tui em ¢6 nhiéu chuyén phai ban véinhau."
"May Phuéc?" Charlie nhin sinh vat nhan nham, béo ntic nich duéi chan Billy.
"Caitén dep chu ha?" Billy hoi.

Charlie khéng mudn tranh luan. N6 rét mudn xem Billy giao tiép v&i cho nhu thé nao, nhung n6 khong thé doi dugc, phai vé nha
thoi. N6 chao tambiét Billy va phong nhu bay qua nhiéu hanh lang va cau thang ra cong.
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Chuong 13

Cau Chuyén Cua Nha Phat Minh

M@ charlie dang ngéi trén mot chiéc ghé 16n cham trd, ngay gén canh cira chinh. M¢i dau Charlie chwa nhin théy me, vime né bi
than hinh vam v cia gido su Bloor che khuat. Ong ta dang n6i chuyén v&i me Charlie mot cach nghiém trong, con ba Amy trong cir thap
thomnhu mdt nit sinh vira lam diéu gi sai trai. Khi théy Charlie, ba vay nhe né mot ci va mim cudi mot cach lo la"lng.

M
Gido su Bloor quay nguoi lai.

"A, cdu ay ddy r0i," 6ng ta cd to ra hd hoi. "Ta dang thong bao cho me con biét con da hoc tét nhu thé nao trong tuan I8 dau tién,
ngoai trur... §... pham mot tdi nhe trong vu 4o chung."

"Thua 6ng, ding thé a" Charlie khong biét s& phai giai thich v6i me nhu thé nao day vé cii ao chung bi xé rach. Thoi thi ctr gidu
nhemdi, n6 quyét dinh nhu thé.

Me Charlie dimg 1én, hon voi 1én ma n6 mot cai va dat n6 di that nhanh ra cira, khong dé ong Bloor kip néi thém tiéng nao nia.

"Cuo6i tuan vui vé nhé," gido su Bloor néi véi theo, gia d6 nhu khong biét 1a da cudp di mat dit hon phan nira ky cudi tuan cua
Charlie.

"Vang, thua 6ng," Charlie dap 10i, ciing gia do quén thém vao tiéng camon.
Mg Charlie khong da dong gi dén c4i toinhe ctia no.
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"Me¢ hy vong con khong ngan dibd chu, Charlie. Troi chua du tdinén f)ng cdu Paton chua ra ngoai dugc, ma me thi khong kiém du
tién dé di taxi. Va vicon da 1o mit chuyén xe buyt ciia truong, nén..."

"Khong sao dau, me."

"Ho that khong phai chit nao. Ailai phat cAm tiic con ngay tuan dau tién," ba birc bdinoi. "Ma théi, quén vu nay di, ding khong?
Ngoai Maisie d niu tit ca nhirng mén con thich."

Charlie cam thay déi ngiu.

Ho biang qua quang truong ¢ voi phun nude, rdi di vao mdt con hém din ra Phd Lon. Pang lac di duge nira con phd, thi Charlie
nhan ra bén kia dudong c6 mdt ldo gia dang bamtheo hai me con no.

Ngay lap tirc, Charlie biét d6 Ia ai. Man cai trang thiét 1a vo vong. Quan 4o trong chang hop gi ca, bd rdu quai nén mau tring trong
biét ngay 1a rdu gia, khong "an" chiit ndo véi mé toc do ruc 10ira sau cai ndn ludi trai cii son.

"Me, minh dinhanh hon dugc khong, me?" Charlie hoi. "C6 ngudi bam theo me con minh."
"Bamtheo?" Ba Amy dimg sung lai va ngodira sau. "Aiditheo chung ta?"

"C6 mdt thang ddy ma," Charlie n6i voi me. "N6 & bén kia dudng. La that, viné biét nha minh rdi ma. Hinh nhw né bamtheo chi dé
hu cho me con minh s¢ thoi!"

"Nhanh 1én, Charlie!" Ba Amy tam ldy canh tay Charlie va kéo tudt né vo mdt ngé hémkhac. "Pudng nay di s& lau hon, nhung me
khong thé chiu ndi chuyén bitheo ddi."

Charlie nho ra, trude day viée nay di timg dién ra v6i me nd. Ngay sau dam cudi, ba né da bit ddu phai nomnép ngoai nhin lai sau.
Me n6 da ké v6i ho nhu thé. Nhung lic d6 ai da di theo ho?

Lic nay, me Charlie dang 1am mot 16 trinh vong véo qua nhitng con hémnho, hoan toan la 1Am ddi véi Charlie.
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"Lau lim rdi me méi di dudong nay, nhung né khong thay déinhiéu lim. A, day rdi!" Khiba thét ra cdu nay thi hai me con da damra
quang truong nho trudc mit nha tho.

"Oi!" ba stimg sot, ap tay 1én nguc, nhu thé canh tuong toa nha khdng 16 da lam ba nghet tho. "Ba con xwa van hay choi dan organ &
day," ba thithim. "Nhung me di khong quay trd lai noi nay tir khi... tir khi... ba con ngimg choi."

Ba Amy rao budc nhanh hon, nhu khong thé chiu dung thém duoc nira, va tAt nhién, hai me con déu nhén ra minh dang dingang
qua tiémsach cua c6 Ingledew.

"Con bi€t caicd song ¢ day," Charlie dung lai € dom qua cura s6. "Minh vao nha me?"

"Pong cira rdi ma," me n6 n6inhanh. "Con nhin timbang nay." Va sau d6, khi ho voi vang di tiép, ba noi thém, "Téi qua Ong cau
Paton di t¢i day. Lac vé Ong cau demtheo mdt tai day sach. Gin ddy khong biét c6 didu gi ma khién Ong cdu cuia con thay ddi dot ngot.
Chang con gidng Ong c4u chut nao hét."

Phai chang cudi cung thi Ong cau Paton d ngéng dau lén?

Ngoai Maise da trong thiy hai me con tir xa, truc khi ho leo 1én nhitng bac tam cép ciia cin nha sb 9. Khi Charlie budc qua cira nha
bép thi dmnudc dang s6i, va mdt bira tiéc thinh soan da dugc don sin trén ban.

"Ho dau c6 quyén giit chau cach xa chung ta thém ca mot ngay nhu vay," ngoai Maise kéu 1én, 6m chdm ldy Charlie, ghin6 dén
nghet tho.

"Taind vi phamndi qui," mdt tiéng nodi phat ra tir chiéc ghé xich du canh 10 sudi. "N6 can phai hoc ma hiéu ndi qui." Noi Bone nhin
mit nhin Charlie. "Gom, coi toc v&i tai kia! May khong dem luoc dén truong 22"

"Da, ¢6 chur," Charlie thanh minh, "nhung giam thi khong ndi gi vé chuyén toc tai cuia tui con. Noi biét con noi téi giamthilaco y
mudn nhéc t6iai chd!"

"Tét nhién 1a Lucretia," noi Bone c4u kinh.
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Pay qua la mot bat ngo 16n cho ngoai Maisie va ba Amy, hai ngudi ha hdc miéng ra nhin néi Bone.

"Sao me khong cho chung t6i biét?" Me Charlie la 1én.

"Mic gita phaino6i," ba gia khut khit. Doan ba quay trd lai voi quyén sach dang doc dg, nhu thé khong hé c6 chuyén gi xay ra.
"Cha," ngoai Maisie 1én tiéng. "C6 nguoi lai khénh khang thé day!"

Noi Bone gia ngo ludn 1oi nhan xét nay, ciing nhu ldm ngo ludn bira tra than mit ma cac thanh vién khéc trong nha (trir Ong cau
Paton, dinhién) sap ngdi xuéng dung.

Charlie nin 6¢ nghira cach dé hoithim Ong cau, nhung ndi Bone trong bing gia dén ndinod quyét dinh thoi luon. N6 khong mudn
lamn6 thém cudc tranh cdinao nira, ma chi mudn nich day cdc mén khoaikhau roi mau mau di gép Benjamin.

"Pidau do, ha?" Noi Bone hoisau bira tra, khi Charlie dira cira trude.

"Dinhién 1a n6 di gdp ban nd," ngoai Maisie tra 161 thay.

"Chi vay?" n6i Bone chét van. "Né c6 boén phan & nha véi gia dinh vao cudi tuin."
"Pung ngady ngé nhu thé chir, ba Grizelda," ngoai Maisie syc lai. "Chéu cu di di, Charlie."

Charlie vot bin ra cira, truéc khi ndi Bone kip mé miéng thém cau nao nira. N6 chay biang qua duong, tdinha sé 12, va & d6, khong
nhiing n6 duoc gip Benjamin ma con cé ca Fidelio. Trong hai dtra c6 vé rat hao himg. Chiing lap ttc 16i ngay Charlie v6 bép, noi nhing
mau pizza, khoai tay chién, chudi va banh quy thira con vung vii trén ban. Con Hat Pau dang say mé thudng thirc nhitng miéng dd an roi
xubng san, nhung ngay khi Charlie di v, n6 lién nhing xi ca 1én: nhay chdm chdm, the cai ludi cuc ky nhép nhép liém ldy Liém dé 16n mit
Charlie.

Charlie ¢b dirt ra khoi con Hat Pau, trong khi Benjamin bit diu thuat lai nhiing gi da xay ra. C6 vé nhu tuind da phat hién dugc mot
diéu gi d6 vo cung hé trong.
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"Chinh Fidelio," Benjamin noi. "B biét khong, cai giong néi trong con ché may bd ting minh d6... &... anh Fidelio bao néu tyi minh
cho caibang chay tdithico € s& co thém gi do nira. Va dung la c6 thémthat."

"Vay hoa ra sang nay hai ngudi mudn dién ta diéu d6 cho minh ha?" Charlie gat gu. Tro hé la ling cua Iii ban né bdng nhién da ¢ y
nghia. "Hainguoi lam diéu bd nhu kéo cai dudicho vay..."

"Thé luc 4y em khong hiéu ha?" Fidelio cudi toe toét. "Ngdi xudng di, Charlie, va nghe ciu chuyén giat gan day!"

Charlie nhan thiy Iii ban da tim cach kéo duoc cai thung cia tién si Tolly ra khoi ting himrdi. N6 kéo ghé ra va ngdi vo ban. Bing
gilta mit ban 1a con cho kimloai, bao quanh 1a bia cling va vun banh.

"Nghe day," Fidelio dong dac. N6 giat dudi con ché, va ngay khi giong nédi quen thudc cua tién si Tolly bit dau dua ra 161 hudng
din, Fidelio nhén tai trai con ché cho cudn bang chay toi.

"Roi," né cao giong. "T&irdido."
Tién si Tolly néi tro lai, lan nay giong 6ng nghe khac han, khan thiét va sau thamhon. Charlie xich ghé lai.

Julia thuong mén, giong néi bat dau, néu nghe dugc nhing 16i nay thi chi s& kham pha ra bi mt vé dra con yéu dau cua toi; dira bé
trude dy la Emma Tolly, nhung gio ddy né ¢ mang mot cai tén khac. Toihy vong chi di timra mdt noi an toan dé gidu cai thung dé
Mudi Hai Tiéng Chudng cua Tolly. Téi khong thé gui chia khoa hay 161 huéng dan cach mé né cho chi dugc, vi téi khong tin tudng ai,
Julia 4. Ho nghe trom ngoai ctra phong t6i, an cip thu tir cia toi, va dén luc chi nghe duogc 16i nhin nay thi chung da danh cép cudc doi
toi. Toi biét rd lam. Toi da yéu strc lam roi. Toi khong thé ra khoi givdng. Nhimng ké thi cua téi da dau doc toi, Julia, va day chinh 1a hinh
phat cho nhiing gi t6i da lam véi con minh.

Va thé 13, gio ddy, toi s& ké cho chibiét sy viéc d6 da xay ra nhu thé nao, t6i da roi vao tinh thé trd tréu nay sao. Nhu chi biét day, toi
da quyét dinh trao bé Emma cho ngudi khac. Chinh 1ong tham di thic giuc t6i. Thirc chung trao cho t6i dé liy con ciia gai toi la mot
thach thirc gay himg thu nhat trong doi toi. Chiing dwa cho to6i mot ban sao rat hoan hao to tién cua toi, hiép sitir Toledo véi thanh guom
séc bén nhét tran doi. Toi s& phai bién ban sao d6 thanh ngudi that — t6i méi ngao man lam sao khi tin ring minh c¢6 thé lam duoc diéu d6.
T6ida lam viéce cat lyc trong 5 nam. Khong thanh cong. T6i chi la mdt nha khoa hoc, chir khong phai la mt phu thuy. Khi Emma 1én 7
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tudi, toi yéu cAu ho tra con lai. Ho tir chdi, véi ly do 1a t6i da khong hoan thanh nhi€m vy ctia minh.

Pung lic nay, Benjamin bong hit xi mot c4i, cit ngang thtr bua mé ma giong n6i day thuyét phuc cua tién siTolly dang truyén qua I
tré.

"Cha cha, thi vi that," Charlie tim tic. "Nhung ciing chang giup cho tui minh biét dugc gi nhiéu."
"Chi tiét ddu doc thu vi day chu," Benjamin noi.
"Nghe di," Fidelio yéu cau chung. N6 tam dimg cudn bang lai. "Phan ké tiép 1a phan hay nhét. Tat ca moi viéc déu dién ra ¢ d6."

Benjamin va Charlie im bat, dy y thirc trach nhiém, trong khi Fidelio bat lai cudn bang. M6t lan nita, giong néi trim sau cua tién si
Tolly lai vang Ién tir con ché may.

Julia, chung hira 13 t6i s€ duoc gap va thamcon. T6inghidoé s€ la mdt cudc séng t6t cho Emma bé nho, dugc bao boc trong mdt gia
dinh chan chtra tinh yéu thuong — ¢6 cha me, c6 anh — thay vi phai sdng v&i toi, mot gi hay git gong, dang tri. Ho n6iho sé& cho con toi
biét sy that n6 14 ai, d& mdt ngay kia, con bé c6 thé chon tré vé véi toi hodc dén sdng voi chi, Julia a. D6 1a hy vong cua toi. D6 1a trude
khi t6i biét nhitng gi Manfred c6 thé lam...

Charlie ng6 Fidelio, dang tron tron mit. Benjamin thi tham "Phai d¢ 1a..?"

"Suyt!" Fidelio ra hi¢u.

Toinhé 10 ngay hﬁméy, tién si Tolly tiép. Chi con nhé chur, trude tién toi dén tiém sach cua chi, va mac cho Emma m6t chiéc vay
trang va that ruy bang 1én téc cho con bé. Nhung chi khong di téi quang truong trude nha thd cling voi cha con toi. Gid ma luc 4y chi

ciing dén do.

O d6 c6 bon ngudi— Bloor, vo va con trai dng ta, va mot ldo gia. Thang bé luc ay khoang 8 tudi. Chiing dat cai thung dudi chan toi
va, dung la trong thung c6 mt buc tuong; sau do, tdinang con gai bé bong clia minh 1én va lao gia chia tay ra.

Ding gidy phut d6 thisy viéc xdy ra, Julia a. D6 1a khi tat ca moi thirc bat dau di chéch 16i. Khi chiéc dong ho to trén dau ching toi
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bt diu diém gio, thi mot nguoi dan 6ng tir trong nha tho chay b ra. Téinhén ra anh ta ngay lap tirc. D6 1a ngudi danh dan organ tré tudi
cho nha tho. Trong khi ca doan van dang hét, thi anh ta chay vé phia chiing toi. Anh ta gio tay 1én va la Ion. "Ngimg lai! Cac ngudi
khong dugc lam thé!"

Khi anh ta xong t&i chan trude mit toi, thi lio gia lién dAm mot dAm v mit anh ta. Ngudi nhac cong tré danh tra lai va ldo gia nga
xudng, dap dau xudng nén da. Lio ta thét 1én dau dén. Lién d6, t6i nhan thidy Manfred nhin trimg trimg nguoi dan ong kia, d6i mit no
trong nhu hai hon than den ngdom. Anh nhac cong lap tirc dua tay 6m mit va quy xudng.

Lic 4y Emma khoc thét 1én vikhiép s¢, nhung Manfred quay d6i mat khung khiép ay vé phia toi, va t6i thiy minh dit dira con dang
gao khoc ciia minh v tay né. Khi ddng hd nha tho gd mudi hai giv, né nhin con bé va con bé nin khoc ngay lap tirc. Con bé dudng nhu
s0 dén chét tran.

Tbi 1a mot ké hén nhat, Julia oi. Lic d6 toi da lam mot viée tdi té hét sirc. T6i dd bo chay. Toi xach cai thung 1én va chay trén vo
nhitng ngd hém, nhu thé dang bi ma quy cua dia nguc dudi theo sau lung.

Sau nay, t6i méi kham phé ra 1a chiing da giri Emma cho mot gia dinh khac. Chung nhat dinh khong noi cho t6i biét 1a ¢ dau. Lio gio
bi tan tat sudt doi sau ct ngd kia. Con anh nhac cong tré tudi kia thi téi khong bao gio nhin thiy nita. T6i hiéu ring ca anh ta va bé Emma
cua toi déu & trong tinh trang con t01 té hon bi thdi mién. Ho s& bi yém bua subt doi, néu toi khong tim dugc cach giai bua cho ho. Va vi
thé, toi lai di tim cach. Trong cai thung ghi Mudi Hai Tiéng Chudng cta Tolly ¢6 mdt 4m thanh cé thé danh thirc bé Emma tinh lai. Gia dinh
Bloor biét dugc diéu t6i dang lam, va tit nhién, ho mudn pha huy sang ché ciia toi. Néu c6 4n 1én cac miu tu, timg chit timg chit mot, 4n
manh va cin than, thi c4i thing s& mo ra...

"Vay ra do6 1a cach mé céi thung," Charlie néi.
"Khoan!" Fidelio gio tay Ién. "Nghe cainay dida!"
Suyt nita thi téi quén, giong tién si Tolly lai cit 1én. Tai sao chung lai mubn con cia t6i? Bon toi, gido su Bloor va toi, cing 14 sinh

vién v&inhau. Viée toi thd 16 nhiing bi mat riéng tu clia minh vdingudi ban cii 12 1€ tu nhién. Tét nhién, t6i khong thé noi cho ai khéc.
Rang Emma biét bay. Viéc chi mdi xay ra mt lan khi bé duoc vai thang tudi. Nhung biét dau day...?
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Hiy bao trong, Julia. Doan ghi 4&mnay da hét. Nguoi buu ta dang & ngoai cira. Vinh biét chi.

"M4y bd nghithé nao?" Fidelio hoi. "Mot cau chuyén hay chtr ha? Tuéng tugng coi! Con bé dé, dii n6 1a ai di ching nita, thi tuyét
nhét 1a n6 biét bay".

" Minh nghi d6 1a Emilia Moon," Charlie thi thao. "Va nguoi danh organ..."
"Nguoi danh organ thisao?" Fidelio hap tap hoi.
"Khong sao ca," Charlie dap.

Ngudi danh organ d6 c6 thé chinh 1a ba n6, nhung bay gid limsao chiing c6 thé tim dugc 6ng? Ong dang hru lac & dau, ai ma biét
duogc. Trudce ti€n, bon nd phéi lam Emma Tolly tinh lai da, va 11, ¢ 18 mdt ngdy nao do s€ danh thic tdiba no.

Fidelio hang hai vach ké hoach hanh dong cang sdm cang t6t. "Tui minh phai dem céi thung ra khoi day vao tdi nay," né noi. "Bay
gio thi da biét cong dung ciia nd r6i."

"Asa lai theo dudiminh," Charlie thong bao. "Thé nio né ciing theo ddi timg bude di cia tyi minh."

"Lo gi," Fidelio trdn an. N6 chi cho Charlie xem cai thung khdng 16 dung cdy moc cAm ma né di xach theo.

"Ba anh néi s& tGi ddy don anh bang xe hoi. Néu bay gio em va Benjamin ra di bo loanh quanh khu nay thi Asa c6 thé s& theo dudi
hai em. Khoang 10 phut nita ba anh s& t6i, lic d6 thi Asa s& khong con lan quéan ¢ day ma thdy duoc anh dem thing dung dan mdc ra xe.
Néu c6, thind cling chinghila mdt loainhac cu."

Ca bon nhét tri day 1a mot ké hoach tuyét voi. Bon chiing nhéc cai thung cua tién si Tolly, bé vé thung dung dan moc tréng khong,
11 Charlie va Benjamin 1én dudong ra cong vién. Dén lic nay troi d¢a xim t6i, nhung véi con Hat Pau bi cot day di bén canh, chung cam
thay rat an toan. Chang bao liu, ching da nhan ra cii bong héa trang cuc ky kéch cdm ciia Asa, & bén kia duong, dang Ién lut nhay loc
coc tir gbe cdy nay qua gde cdy kia, nhung chung c¢b khong 16 ra 1a da nhin thiy thang nay.

Sau hai muoi phut di loanh quanh, Charlie va Benjamin trg lai nha s6 12 dudng Filbert. Fidelio va cai thung to tuéng da bién mat.
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"Thé 14 xong rdi!" Bejamin sung sudng reo lén.

"Tuyét voi, Fidelio ldo luyén cua ching ta," Charlie mirmg r&. "Minh phai vé nha day. Ngay mai gip lai nha."
"Tui minh demtheo cudn bang cho c¢6 Ingledew ch?"

"Y hay d6," Charlie tan thanh.

N6 bang qua dudng, chay vé nha, héao hirc mudn ké ngay cho Ong cau Paton nhiing gi da xay ra. Ong c4u dang dimg mot minh, c6
vé rit nhan ha, trong hanh lang, nhung xemra khong & trong tam trang dé nghe chuyén bi mat. Ong cau sap sira ra ph6. Ong mic mot b
comé cuc ky lich 1dm, va that kinh ngac, c6 thit thém mot chiéc no buém mau tia. Téc Ong cau da duge hot ngén, mit Ong cdu sang sua
va vira moi cao nhin. Ngudi Ong cdu téa ra mii thomndng, thay cho mui hdn hop ciia myc va bao cii nhu moi khi.

"Chao 6i," Charlie von va. "Ong ciu Paton sip di dau vay?"

Ong cdu c6 vé bdirdi. "May nho ta lay chia khéa cho may & chd c6 Ingledew ma."

"Bay gid khong cn né nita dau," Charlie thi tham.

Ong cau Paton khong dé y dén diéu d6. "Ta... hu hu..." Ong c4u ting hing. "Ta dén don ¢ Ingledew di an t51."
"Thé a!"

Pay dung 1a tin st déo. Theo Charlie nhé thi Ong cau Paton chua timg dwa ai di an t6i bao gio.

Ong ciu ha giong va ghé sat ngudi xudng Charlie, n6i "Ba Bone s& khong vui vi chuyén nay dau."

"Dinhién," Charlie néi, miéng cuoitoe toét.

C)ng cau Paton v6 nhe 1én vaind, nhay mét roi di khoi. Dém a“iy troi den nhu murc.

Charlie cam thdy mimg v6 ké cho Ong cau. N6 tham chuc 6ng may mén va c6 mot budi tdi an binh.
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Noi Bone dong ctra giam minh trong phong, vi thé bau khong khi trong bép that d& chiu va yén tinih. Ngoai Maisie va me Charlie
dang doc tap chi. Ca hai ngudc nhin khi Charlie di v, himhd mudn nghe tit ca moi chuyén ciia tuan dau tién ¢ truong moi. Charlie ké
cho ho nghe nhiing chuyén thu vi, budn cudi. N6 bo qua chuyén Gabriel Silk va 10i qua quyét ky la ctia thang nay raing ba né van chua
chét. N6 ciing Iwoc bo phan chiée 4o ching. Sau nay chic chin no s& phai tim 16i giai thich cho chuyén d6.

Charlie dugc phép thiic khuya hon thuong 18. Khong c6 ndi Bone quanh quian mot bén, khong ai bit né phai dingt sémhon ca.
Hon nita, ngay hdmsau la cht nhat va me n6 ¢ dambdo ring n6 c6 thé nudng trén giuong bao lau tiry thich. Nhung sau mot hoi lau thi
miét Charlie bit ddu nhiu lai, n6 ngap treo quai ham va danh phai tha nhan 1a c6 nguy co nga gét. N6 hon ngoai Maisie va me, chuc hai
ngudingt ngon, rdi di vé givong.

Charlie khong biét minh di ngi dwoc bao lau thi c6 mot chuyén la dién ra. C6 tiéng bude chan cham chdmngoai ctra phong né. Bi
t6i di lui. i lui di téi. Cau thang run 1én kot ket va c6 bong ngudi di qua hanh lang. Dit dang mét rd i, Charlie cling rang tudt khoi
giwong va kiéng chan di xudng cau thang.

Ong c4u Paton dang ngdi & ban bép. Trén ban, mdt cdy dén cdy chay chap chon, leo 1ét. Ong cau d3 16t 4o khoac va ca vat quing
xudng dat, vii mit vao hai canh tay khoanh vong lai.

"Ong cau Paton, c6 chuyén gi vay?" Charlie kh& hoi. "Chuyén gi vdy a?"

Ong cau khong tra 101, chirén ri. Charlie kéo ghé ra ngdi dbi dién voi 6ng, chd 6ng binh tinh lai, 1ong thic mic khong hiéu Ong cau
gap chuyén gi ghé gomvay.

Cudi cung, Ong cau Paton ciing ngang dau 1én va than tho "Charlie, tiéu hét roi."
"Gico a" Charlie gang héi.

"Ta da khong nhin duoc," Ong cdu Paton trimngam. "Su viéc cr thé xay ra. Nguoi ban ciia ta, c6 Ingledew ay, trong that quyén ril.
C6 mic 40 damden, toc biii cao, ¢d tring nhu ¢ thién nga... Oi, ta da bi chinh phuc mét roi."

"DPuong nhién Ia thé rdia," Charlie ddng tinh.
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"Ta di c¢b nhin cho dén lic dung banh pudding."

"Pung thoéi, ngon qua ma!"

"Khong, khong phai vay," Ong cau Paton rén ri, "Mic du ta c6 thay la mén nao cb ay ciing thich."
"Ong cdu va co dy an gi vay?"

"So. Rau tron Caesar. Vit quay va banh pudding phu kem véi trai cay."

"Ngon quéa di mit," Charlie reo 1én. N6 ching biét nhitng mon do ra sao, ngoai trir moén vit.

"Nhung rugu di bdc 1én dau ta, va ta qua say, qua sung sudng" Ong cau Paton thd dai swon suot. "Co mdt ngon nén trén ban cia
bon ta, nhu thé ciing khong hé chi, nhung ¢ ding sau Julia, trén vach tudng, c6 mot bon dén toa anh sang do diu diu... va... bup... bong
dén bé. Miéng thuy tinh vang tir tan. Vuong khip trén toc, trén chiéc 40 ddm den d& thuong ciia cd dy. Ta nhay 1én, thém mdt bong dén &
ban ké bén v& tan. Thir hinh dung dén tinh canh khén khé cia ta ma xem."

Nhung ngudi ta khong hé biét d6 1a do Ong cau," Charlie an wi.

" A, d6 chinh 14 luc ta ty bién minh thanh mot thi’mg khung. ‘Xin 16i, xin 161°, ta da roirit kéu 1én, va mot cai bong dén nira v tan. RO
thém mot cai nira, ta lao ra ngoai, miéng van lam nham xin 15i. Ta qua méic c&. Ta khong thé & lai d6 dugc, tat ca bong dén trong nha hang
chic s& n6 tung mit thoi."

"Ong c4u dimng ban tdm lam gi," Charlie v4 v&. "Thé nao Ong cdu ciing s& nghira mot 16i giai thich véi c6 Ingledew théi ma."

"Nhung, Charlie 4, ta chua thanh toan héa don!" Ong ciu Paton rén 1én. "Thir tuong tugng coidy s& phin nd nhu thé nao. C6 dy
nghita 1a ké hén nhat, chi visg miy cai bong dén nd ma bo mic cho c6 4y tra tién."

"Ong cau chi cin noi cho ¢ éy biét su that," Charlie ndi.
"Kh666ng!" Ong cdu Paton rén i nhu sdm mdt cach tuyét vong. "Chung ta bi day doa. Ta va may. Bi day doa trong su khac ngudi,
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trong ndi 4m anh khing khiép cua gia dinh ching ta."

"Khéng phai vay dau," Charlie phan ddi kich liét. "Ong cu hay binh tinh lai nao! Con c6 diéu quan trong mubn n6i véi Ong céu, va
con thuc su mudn C)ng céu tap trung."

Ong cau Paton lai guc dau xubng canh tay dang khoanh lai, va lin nay dudng nhu 6ng khong budn dong day nita. Thé nén Charlie
bt ddu ké lai tat ca nhimg gi ma tién siTolly di noi trong bang. Cudi cung thi Ong cdu Paton ciing ngin dau 1én, va 1an nay thi hét stuc
cham chu.

"Oi troi, Lyell” Ong cau Paton thét 1én khi Charlie ké t6i doan ngudi choi dan organ.

"Po 1a ba cua con, phai khong?"

"Chic chin rdi," Ong cdu Paton khang dinh. "Ké tiép di, Charlie"

Khi Charlie két thiic cau chuyén ky la ctia tién si Tolly, thi Ong cau Paton di tré nén hoat bat hon.

Nhoc 4, tat ca vu nay that hét sirc, hét stc la ling, khong thé dién ta thanh 10i ndi. Va bi dat nita, bi dat qué di. Pia tré toi nghiép do6.
Va ba ctia may... Troi 0, gid ma ta c6 thé ngan chin dugc diéu d6. Chang con nghingd gi nita, ta nghi ring, trong lic ¢b ctru dira bé thisd
ménh ctiia ba may da dugc dinh doat."

"Nhung, Ong cdu Paton oi, ba con van con séng," Charlie tiét 15.
2 v v
"Cai gi? Khong, ta rat ticc, Charlie a, may sairoi."

Charlie ké v&i Ong cdu vé Gabriel Silk vé cai 4o chung xanh va chiéc ca vat cia ba nd. "Con thay n6 chang c6 ly do gi dé n6i ddicon
ca," Charlie bao. "Ong cdu thir t&i gép n6 coi, Ong cdu Paton nd cé kha nang d6 ma. Cling y nhu con c6 tai nghe duoc tiéng noictia va
Manfred c6 tai th6i mién... va nhu... nhu 6ng c6 thé lamno bong den vay."

"Ta nghi la ta phai tin may, Charlie. Nhung chinh mit ta da thiy noi chiéc xe hoi lao xuéng ham d4. Ba may khong thé thoat ra khoi
d6 dugc, va néu 6ng dy c6 thoat ra dugc thihién gio dng dy & dau co chua?"
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Charlie budn rdu nhin vai. N6 khong biét ciu tra 104, nhung hét strc bit ngd, no dugc biét 1a sau do khong ai timra xic ba no.

"Con nghi 1 ba n6i d3 ngin khong cho ho két lidu ba, vi d6 1a con trai ba. Nhung vi khong bit dugc ba lam theo nhiing gi ba mudn,
nén ba da ¢é mic cho tainan va tit ca moi chuyén xay ra. T4t ¢4 bon ho, ca gia dinh nha Bloor va nha Yewbeam, déu cung mdt phe, ngoai
trir Ong cau, Ong cau Paton a. Néu ai d6 ngan trd hay lam diéu gi ho khong thich, thi ho s& trir khir ngudi d6, hay gidu ngudi d6 di, hay
lam cho nguoi d6 quén mit minh I ai."

"Oi!" Pot nhién Ong céu Paton ddm manh xudng ban. "Ta trach chinh ban than minh. Lu6n cti ddu xudng khong phai la didu tot.
Luc 4y ta da biét 1a c6 dicu gi d6 dang dién ra, khong thé chdi cdi... Dao y may ba chi ciia ta dang Am muu tinh toan diéu gi d6; ho ctr xam
xi v6inhau, ho c¢6 nhimng budi gip g& bi mat, a... lai c6 ca nhiing cudc viéng tham cua gido su Bloor va lio gia Ezekiel, 6ng noi cuc ky kinh
khing cua hén nita. VAy ma ta chang quan tim."

"Ong ngi?" Charlie hoi, hoi ngac nhién.

"U, 6ng ndi," Ong cau Paton nhic lai. "Pung 1a mot ldo gia toi 16i. Bay gio lio ta phai hon trim tudi la it. Mot budi toi, ta nhan duoc
dién thoai cua Lyell. Ba may da phat hién ra didu gi d6 va 6ng ay can 1oi khuyén cua ta. Dao 4y, ba may song ¢ bén kia thanh phé cung
voi may va me may. Ta bao ta s& gip ong 4y & bén ngoainha tho." Ong cau Paton 6m liy mit. "Nhung ta da khong dén, Charlie 4," Ong
cau rén ri. "Ta quén khudy di mét, ta mai vii diu vo cudn sach cua ta, may biét d6. Nhung cudn sach lamsao lai c6 thé so v6i mang ngudi
dugce? Tir Ay ta khong bao gid con nhin thay ba may nira."

Mic nhitng bién ¢b khung khiép va ky bi bao quanh sy bién mét ciia ba minh, Charlie vAn cam thiy rit ty hao. Ba n6 da ¢ ging
ngan khong cho tdi 4c xdy ra.

"Ong cdu Paton o1, ngay mai con s& demcudn bang cua tién siTolly cho c¢6 Ingledew. Va trong lic & dd, con s€ co giai thich vé viéc
no bong dén va moi thtr cho Ong cau"

"May that tir té qua," Ong ciu Paton u &. "Nhung ta e 1a vién canh cua ta di an bai mét rdi."

"Khéng phai vay," Charlie cii lai. Thinh linh n6 nhan ra minh va Ong cau dang rat dn 40. N6 ngac nhién, ndi Bone ¢ ddu ma sao lai
khong nén xudng san nha, hay nhay bé xudng lau, lao vao cau chuyén nhi.
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"Hay ndibisao 0i?" n6 hoi.
Trong démhom do, 1an dau tién Ong ciu Paton mim cudi.

"Ta di cho mot thir vo sita ctia ba dy. Ba iy s& khong tinh gidc trong nhiéu gid. C6 thé la khong tinh lai cho dén budiudng tra ngay

mai.

Charlie phé ra cudi. N6 khong thé nao nhin ndi. Ngoac tin mang tai, n6 va Ong céu vira cudi vira cing nhau budc 1én cau thang, tam
quén di nhiing van dé ric réi cua minh. it nht Ia vao lac nay.
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Chwong 14

Cujc Mic Ca Trong Pém Cua Billy

Khi Billy Raven n6i véi Charlie ring n6 khong phién gi khi phai & mot minh trong phong ngu chung dai hat, thi diéu d6 ching ding
chit ndo. Thye ra, Billy rat so nhitng tdi thir Bay. N6 tran troc khé ngu, biét ring minh lai phai mot minh trai qua tron mot ngay va mot
démnira.

K

Diing ra thi cling ¢6 con May Phtic bau ban véi Billy, theo cach riéng ciia chd, nhung kién thtic vé loai nguoi cia con ché gia nay
khé 14 han ché. Chuyén cta n6 toan 1a chuyén thua vat, va camxic cling la cdmxuic cia loai vat, va vibay gio May Phuc da gia 10i, nén no
ctr ca cAm vé bénh tat. Tuy Billy rat thong cam vdi May Phuc, nhung né nghis€ thich hon néu c6 mot théng ban, hay mdt nho ban, dé ma
tro chuyén.

G hoc vién cling c¢6 nhiing tré md ¢di khac, Billy biét vay, nhung tAt ca bon chung déu d3 duoc céc gia dinh d& chiu, than thién nhan
lam con nubi rdi. Billy thudng ty hoi tai sao khong ai mudn nhan nudind ca. Va nd qua quyét ring do6 1a vi trong né ky di quéa — co 18
nguoita sg toc tring va mat do.

O phia bén kia manh san gach, nhimg ngon nén trong phong Manfred 1ap lo¢ nhu nhiing ngdi sao nhé ghé ron. Billy nhin nén chay
hoi lau, r6i khong kéo man lai, né budc qua con May Phuc, leo 1én giwong. N6 chua kip nga dau xuéng gbi thi con cho gia thd phi mot cai

va ngdi day.
"C6 ngudi mudn gap Billy," May Phiic néi.

"Aimudn gip t6i?" Billy hoi, hoi chot da.
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"Lao gia. Bay gio. Tois€ chi."
"Bay gio 4? Nhung khuya rdi va... va... tai sao 6ng 4y mudn gip t6i?"
"May Phuic khong biét. Dingay nao."

Billy xo d6i dép 1é, voi lay dén pin trong ngan kéo, r6i quan minh trong chiéc 40 choang tim, di theo May Phuc ra khoi phong ngi
chung.

Pin trong dén ciia Billy con rat yéu, va né khé ma nhin thay cai dudi cia May Phuc dang ve vay ¢ dang truéc. May homrdi Billy co
dinh s& hoi xin pin ciia mot anh 16n nao d6, nhung n6 khong biét chic phai hoixin ai. Cudi tuan t6i c6 thé no s& vé nha Charlie. Charlie s&

cho n6 mdt bd pin modi, n6 chac nhu vay.

May Phiic di nhanh hon thudng 18 rit nhiéu, va cr vai quing Billy lai phai chay méi theo kip con ché gia. Tuy nhién, khi téi mot cau
thang, May Phuc budc cham lai. Chot n6 ruén than minh 1én, thd pha pha. Trén du ciu thang do, khong khidic va 4m. Gio day, ca hai
chiing né sip budc vao linh dia cua gia dinh Bloor. Billy ring minh nghi xem diéu gi s& xdy ra néu Manfred thiy n6 dung 16 xd ngoai ctra
phong.

"Mi c6 chic 1a khong nhidm 1an gi cht?" Billy hoicon cho. "Mi c6 nghi la mi limrdi khong?"
"May Phtic khong bao gio Jam" con cho khit miii. "Theo toi."

Billy ditheo con cho, doc theo nhitng hanh lang néng nac mui nén, va rdi lai Ién mdt ciu thang khéc, di vao mot ving tdi amu, noi
¢6 nhitng ludng khi chdc chéc lai phoira khoi vach tudong roind mot cai "phup", véi mang nhén giang phat pho, tha tir trén tran nha v
nat, toi thui xudng.

"Mui dé chiu," May Phtic khen.
"DZ chju?" Billy Iy lam la. "Giéng mui trimg thdi... va... va mili con gi chét thico."

"Dé chju ma," May Phiic Iap lai. N6 d téi mot canh cira den c6 tay nambang dong, khong 10. Trén canh cira c6 mdt mang son 16n bi
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trdy do nhiing duong cit siu gy ra, va khi May Phiic gio mdt chan Ién va bit diu cao vao canh cira, thi Billy nhan ra nhiing dudng cit
4y la gi. RS rang, con ché gia nay thuong xuyén t6i day.

Sau ba lan cao ctra, mdt giong ndi kho khdc va ngao man vang 1én, "Vo di!"

Billy vin nim ddm cira va budc vo. N6 nhan ra minh dang & trong mdt cin phong ky la. Anh sang duy nhét 1a phat ra tir ngon lra
chay trong 10 sudibang da khéng 16 & cudi phong. Bén canh 16 suéi la mot ldo gia ngdi trén xe lin. Nhitng soi toc tring, mong te ho hitng
10i ra khoi cai non ludi trai bang len d6; va bén dudi vanh non, khuén mit xwong xau cia ldo gia nho ra nhu mdt cai dau lau, cap mait ldo
den va sau hodm, go ma 16m, d6i moéi mong dén do gan nhu khong ¢, tuy nhién, cai miéng khiing khiép ciia lio mim cudi khi Billy budc
vO.

"Lai gan day, Billy Raven." Lio gid ngodc mot ngén tay dai va cong veo.

Billy nudt nuéc miéng va tién lai gan. Hoi ndng trong phong that ngdt ngat, va Billy khong thé tuong tuong noi tai sao lio gia con
choang mdt chiéc khan len quanh vai. N6 tién vai budc vo giira phong va ding lai. May Phuc lich bich di ngang qua n6 va namxudng
canh 10 suéi, thé AmT.

"Trong nay néng qua, thua 6ng," Billy vira néi vira ha miéng dép khong khi.

"Roicon sé& quen thoi. Con cin cua 6ng mé 10 sudi, phai thé khong, Percy?" Lo gia cuoi hénh héch, day vé du yémvdi con cho,
médc du cai cudi cua lao y nhu mdt ti€ng ru.

"Chau tudéng day la con ché ciia ba bép truong chir, thua ong."
"Né ctr nghiné 14 con cho cia ba bép, boi vi 6ng khong dan n6 di dao duoc nira. Phai vay khong, Percy?"
"N6 n6i véi chau tén n6 1a May Phic." Billy liéu tién thém mot chat vao phong.

"Tén né la Percival Pettigrew Pennington Pitt. Nhung né cir nghitén n6 1a May Phiic." Lio gia cudikhoc khoc. "Con mudn ubng
sira ca cao khong, Billy?"
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Billy chua bao gio udng sita ca cao ca. N6 khong bi€t moén ay ¢ mui vira sao.

"Mon d6 nong va ngot va cho con cam giac tuyét voi" Mot lan nita, ngon tay cong veo cua lio gia lai ngodc mot cai. "Co mot
xoong sira dang hAmnong trén lira Ay. Va trén c4i ban con cua éng & dang kia, con s& thiy c6 hai cdi ca mau xanh da troi dung ca cao va
duong, da dugc tron roi. Con chi viée d6 sira vo d6 va khudy déu, sau d6 chiing ta s& c6 mot cudc trd chuyén nho nhoé thu vi, duoc chu,
Billy?"

"Vang," Billy liu riu dap. N6 thuc hién 16i chi dan ciia ldo gia, va chang bao lau sau, né da ngdi trén mot chiéc ghé to, thoai mai, thich
thu thuéng thire tach ca cao dau tién trong doi.

Lio gia ubng xi xup vai ngumrdinoéi, " Bay gio thi, Billy &, 6ng nghila con dang tw hoi 6ng 1a ai. Ong 1a Bloor Cu Ky. Ha ha!" Tiéng
cuoinhao d6 nghe that bénh hoan. " Nhung 6ng ciing 1a Ezekiel. Con c6 thé goi ong 1a ngai Ezekiel."

"Camon 0ng," Billy noi.

"Tét! THt! Nao, Billy, con dang c6 véan dé, dung khong? Chua ai nhan nudi con, ha? Khong ai nhan con. That dang tiéc qua nhi?
Con c¢6 mudn dugc nhan lam con nudi khong, Billy? Con ¢6 mudn c6 ba me dé thuong, tir té va vui vé khong?"

Billy nhém day.

"Mudn!" n6 hip tap.

Dudng nhu ¢6 mt thoang chép nhé trong d6i mét sdu hodm cua ldo gia.

"Rdi con s& dugce nhu viy, Billy a. Ong da kiém duoc cha me cho con rdi. Ho 1a nhiing nguodi tuyét voi va rat, rat mong don con ve."
"That ch?" Billy gin nhu khong tin ndi diéu d6. "Nhung lamsao ho lai biét chau?"

"Chung ta da ndicho ho biét moi chuyén vé con. Ho biét con thong minh nhu thé ndo, con 14 dia ngoan ngodn ra sao, va ho da xem

hinh ctia con luu ¢ truong."
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"Vay 14 ho da biét vé..." Billy s& s& mai toc tring cua no.

Lao Ezekiel thay ra mdt ny cudi nham hiém. "Ho biét con 13 dra bi bach tang, va diéu do chéng lamho lo léng tinao."

"Oi," Billy cam thay ngdy ngit vi vui suéng. N6 hup mdt ngum dai mon sita ca cao ngot ngao, béo ngay dé on dinh tinh than.
Lio Ezekiel bay gio dang nhin cham chamno.

"Billy nay, néu bon ta sép xép cho con vu lam con nudi, thi mong con s& lam gi d6 dé dén dap cho bon ta."

"Chau hiéu," Billy ngap nging dap.

"Con vira ¢ mdt ngudi ban méi, dung khéng? Mot thing nhoc trong phong ngi chung cua con tén la Charlie Bone dy?"
Gigng noi cua lao 1At 4n cin va nhe nhang, va Billy dugc trin an mot 1in nira.

"Da, n6 dap.

"Ong muon con noéicho dng nghe tat ca nhitng viéc né lam— né di dau, va quan trong hon ca la n6é néi nhiing gi. Con nghila con co
thé lam dugc nhiing dieu nay khong?"

Lo gia chdm vé phia truéc, chiam chu nhin Billy bang d6i mét den sic lanh.
"Puoc a," Billy li nhi. "Chau s& dén ¢ nha anh 4y vao ky cudi tuan t6i, néu chau dugc phép."
Con s& duoc phép, Billy. S& rt tuyét. Va bay gio con c6 thé néicho 6ng moi thir ma con da biét vé né cho téi lac nay dinao."

V6i vién canh dugc mii mii song véi ba me tir té va tuyét voi, Billy himho noi vai ldo gia tat ca moi thir ma lio mudn biét. N6 khong
nghi lam nhu thé s& gdy nguy hiém cho Charlie, va tham chind con tht nhan phan ctia n6 trong vu bi mit theo ddi gido su Bloor trong
thap Da Vinci. Lio gia nhan mét khi nghe t6i didu nay va lim bam chui trong ¢ hong; nhung ldo nhanh chéng lay lai vé 4n cin quan tam,
trong luc Billy tiép tuc ké ti mi tat ca nhitng chi tiét n6 con nhd duge. Duy c6 mdt diéu vé Charlie ma n6 khong néi véi lio gia. N6 khong
n6i véi ldo ring Charlie biét ba minh van con song, chi vi chinh né khong nghe duoc cudc nédi chuyén giita Gabriel v6i Charlie vé chiée ca
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vat xanh da troi.
"Camon nhé, Billy," 3o gia noi khi Billy ké xong. "Bay gio con di duoc roi. Con cho s& dua con vé phong ngu chung. Percy, day di!"
May Phuc chép mit va lao dao dimg day.

Billy nhe nhang tudt khoi ci ghé am ap, d& chiu va dit cai ca khong 1én ban. "Khinao thi con dugc gip ba me mdi ciia con ha 6ng?"
no6 hoi.

"Moi viéc s& dau vao day." Giong noi ctia ldo gia chang con chiit ndng hau nao. "Con phai lam dung nhiém vu cia con trong vu
thoa thuan dau tién nay da."

"Vang, thua 6ng." V&i May Phuc dang tho khot khet bén canh, Billy dira ctra, quay lai va n6i "Chuc 6ng ngu ngon. Khinao thi
con..."

"Ching d6 con ch6 s& mang tin dén." Lio Ezekiel voi tién n6 bang mt cai vay tay thiéu kién nhan.

Khi chi con mdt minh, ldo gia chingon tay bi bién dang ciia minh v6 cai xoong. Cai xoong tir tir nhac 1én khong trung, 130 laira hiéu,
cdixoong nhe nhang bay vé phia caica khong.

"Rot vo," lao ra lénh.
Cai xoong nga vé phia trudc va rot sira &m vao ca, nhung lai dé nho vai giot 1én cai khan choang len cua ldo.
"o ngu." Lio Ezekiel la 1én. "May mii van khong hoc duoc sao?"

Cin phong néng birc dwong nhu di lam con May Phiic kiét strc. Phai mit mot lic 1au con ché méi vé dén phong ngii chung, va vao
lac cay dén pin cua Billy bi can sach nhién liéu, n6 danh phai di bén canh, mot tay dé Ién dau con cho gia. May Phuc biét dudong dingay
catrong bong dém t6imit va chi dung lai mjt 1An d8 noi, "Tai toi dau, dung dung vo."

"Xin 16i," Billy noi.
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"Can thubc nho tai." May Phic thi thao. "Billy ¢ khong?"
Billy khong biét lam thé nao ma moi dugc thude nho tai.
"Dé coi," nd tra 1oi.

Vé dén phong ngu chung, chung thiy ba bép truong dang lo ling di di lai lai & ngoai. Ba thap tron, mai toc xim va d6i ma hong do

1én. Bung hinh miu ciia mdt ba bép truong.
"Niy gio ta chay kiém con ché 4y khip noi," Ba bép truong néi. "Phai xtrc thude cho no."
"N6 n6i 1a né can thude nho tai," Billy n6i vai ba.

"Vay ha?" Ba bép truong biét mdi quan hé cua Billy vai May Phuc. "N6 thi bd phan nao ma ching cin nhé thubc? Nay gio con &

dau vay, cu Billy?"
"Con vura phai di gap mdt 6ng gia."
"T6inghiép," ba bép truong thd dai mot cach tir té. "Néu ta la con thibay gio ta s& dinga ngay."

Billy chtic ba bép truong va May Phiic ngii ngon rdi lén giudng. N6 nam thao thirc mot hdi lau, ¢b hinh dung xem ba me méi ctia né

nhu thé nao.
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Chuong 15
Chang Hiép Si Téa Sang, Rung Chuéng Va Hat Thanh Ca

That sung sudng khi thirc ddy vao sang chi nhat ma biét ring ndi Bone van con say ngi. Charlie nhay ra khoi giwong va di xuéng
an mdt blta sang thoa thich vdingoai Maisie va me.

T
"Ngoai tin chéc Ia dao gin day con co vai bita diém tam chang ra gi, dung khong nao?" Ngoai Maisie hoi.

"Nambira a," Charlie dap. N6 xin phép ba va me 13 né s& t¢inha Benjamin hoi lau lau, va dé dén bu cho khoang thoi gian d6, né s& di
rira dia sau bira diém tam.

Nhung me khong mubn n6 lamnhu vay.

"Con ctr di, vui vé thoai mai vao," me né noi, twoi cudi vay tay tambiét né.
Benjamin tréng c6 vé lo ling khira mé cira cho Charlie.

"Minh vira nhan dugc thu ctia ba ma," no6 bao.

"Minh ngac nhién tuéng ba ma bd ¢ nha ché," Charlie ngac nhién.

"Minh ciing tuéng vay. Nhung c6 1& ba ma di di hdi sémnay. Minh nhé mang mang 14 ma c6 v6 hon minh khi trdi van con téi. Khi
thirc day, minh thay birc thu nay dudi gbi." Benjamin dan Charlie vo bép, noi con Hat Pau dang xoi ndt mon banh da ric bap.
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"Minh doc thu dugc khong?" Charlie hoi.

Benjamin dua birc thu cho Charlie. RS rang 14 birc thu dugc viét voi, vi nét chit x5 40 4o trén trang gidy, v6i nhimg vong méc nguéch
ngoac dinh vao nhau. L4 thu viét:

Benjamin yéu quy ciia ba ma, Nhu con d3 biét, ba mé la nhirng tham tir tu. Dao gan dy ba va ma dang cing diéu tra chung mot vu
an. D6 1a vu mdt nguoi lau cua 6 bj mét tich. Vu nay da ngén hét thoi gian ciia ba ma, lam cho ba ma mét nhoai, va ba ma rat tiéc.
Benjamin yéu quy, la ba ma thuong phai ¢é con & nha mot minh. Ba ma s& dén bu cho con khi vé nha.

Pay 1a Iy do ba ma viét 14 thu nay. Vu mét tich ky la cia ngudi lau cira s6 vira chuyén sang mot bude ngoat ddy Iy thu. Ba ma vira
nhéan dugc thong tin 13 anh ta c6 thé dang bi méc ket trong mdt cai thang & Scotland, vi thé ba ma s& téi d6 ngay tirc khéc, trudc khianh
ta bién mét lan nira.

Hay ty cham s6c minh nhé, Benjamin than yéu.
Thuong con nhiéu.

Ba m4d"Minh khong thich cai doan noi vé ngudi phu nir dé mén," Charlie nhan xét khi da doc xong 14 thu. "Tir ‘dé mén’ c6 thé hiéu
theo nhiéu cach cia mdi ngudi."

"Mién ba éy tdt v&i con Hat Pau 1a duge rdi, minh khong quan tdm," Benjamin noi, vé tho o.

Hai thiang quyét dinh dén nha c6 Ingledew ngay tiic khic. Benjamin d can than sang thém mot cudn bang, d& phong truong hop
Manfred xuit hién bat ngd dé luc soat ching, hodc didu gi khung khiép twong tu xay ra. N6 ciing di diy mot chiéc va-li to xudng tang
him, va thay mot tAm tham 1én trén, dé bat cir ai lung suc kiém cai thung cua tién si Tolly s& bi danh Itra mAt mot lac.

"Chic 1a bd phai tat bat limnhi," Charlie trim trd than phuc.

Véi su dan dudng ciia con Hat Du, hai dira xuat phat, toi hiu sach. Vila ngay chu nhat nén chung thay hiéu dong cira (tit nhién
réi), nhung sau vai tiéng g0 cua va vai lin goithat 16n, c6 Ingledew da ra. C6 mac mot chiée 40 choang dai mau xanh l4 cdy, va trong co
budn rudi ruoi.
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"Cac chau mudn gi?" C6 hoi. "Troi dat oi, hdmnay 1a cht nhat ma."
"Chau xin 161, ¢6 Ingledew," Charlie n6i. N6 bao cho ¢ biét vé cudn bang ching da tim thay trong con ché kim loai.

"N rit c¢6 y nghivédico dy," nd noi. "Vithé tui chiau mang né téicho cb day. N6 & noi cho co biét tit ca moi diéu vé chau gai cua
c0. Co bé dang & trong hoc vién, va tui chdu nghi minh c6 thé danh thtc ban éy."

"DPanh thirc ban 4y? Cac chau dang noi vé cai gi vay? Pivo diy di, ca hai dtra." C6 liéc con Hat Pau. "No6 khong an sach day cha?"
"Khong bao gio," Benjamin cam doan.

Chiing theo ¢6 Ingledew di qua tim rém va vao phong khach 4m ctng, noi xép sach thanh hang, con Hat Bau cht ¥ cén than dé
khong 1am d6 nhitng chong sach nho namrai rac trén san.

C6 Ingledew nhét cudn bang voé mot chiéc may ghi am day bui bam va ra hiéu cho hai dira ngdi xubng. Chung 4n minh vao chiéc ghé
banh duy nhat con trong (nhiing ghé khac déu chat day ap sach va bao), trong liic c6 Ingledew ngdi ghé vao mot bén canh ban. C6 bam
nit cho bang chay va giong noi tién si Tolly vang vang khip cin phong.

Hai dira quan sat nét mit c6 Ingledew khi c6 lang nghe. Nhiéu lan c6 lic dau va thuong xuyén quét tay ngang mat. Chdc chéc, co lai
thdt 1én "O, khong" va cudi cung, khibing di hét, c6 nghen ngao, "C6 nhd rit rd ngay homdé. Co6 mot diéu la ling di xay ra — dang Iy
¢0 phai doan ra méi phai."

"La diéu la ing gia?" Charlie hoi.

"Méy con méo," c6 Ingledew dap.

"Me¢o a?" Charlie bat day.

"(C6 khong biét chiing & dau tdi, nhung vao ci ngay bé Emma phai di, thi chiing dot nhién xuét hién trong nha bép cia c6. Chung
lam Iira bung 1én bang cach hat cho mot chiéc khin lau dia r6t vo bép ga. Phai mat mot hdi méi dap duge dam chay d6. Bo 16ng cua chung
rat ruc 15 — do, cam, vang — va chiing ctr vay tron quanh dura bé, cir nhu ¢d ging bao vé né vay. Cudi cuing, khi tién siTolly bong dira bé
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di, chung cao v6 mit chu 4y mot vét kinh khing."
"Mt trong miy con méo d6 c6 trong burc hinh," Charlie noi.

"Co damchic d6 chinh 1a né," c6 Ingledew cong nhéan. "Liic trude ching lang vang khap noi. Nhung khi Emma di rdi thi chting bién
mat ludn." C6 xoa tran. "Vay la bé Emma t6i nghiép van con bi mé ngu. Diéu nay that hét sirc khong binh thuong."

"Ban 4y bi thoi mién," Charlie n6i. "Manfred ciing di lam nhu thé v6i chau. C6 diéu han théi mién ban 4y nang hon. Nhung sirc thoi
mién dang mit dan tac dung, c¢6 Ingledew a. Chau nghe bon ho néi chuyén vé chau gai cia c6, Manfred néiring né di chan ngiy vi ct
phai "kim giit con bé". Nhu vay s& khong phai mit nhiéu cong strc dé lamban 4y tinh lai dau c6 a, va tui chau nghi 14 tui chau c6 mot thi
dé 1am duge viéc d6."

"Nhung hién gio Emma 13 ai trong truong chau, Charlie?"

"Tui chdu nghidé la mdt nit sinh tén 1a Emilia Moon," Charlie néi. "Ban éy c6 mai toc vang hoe, mét xanh, trong hoi mo mang. Ban
4y it noi nhung v& rat gioi."

"Nancy," ¢6 Ingldew thi thao. "Nghe ta thi con bé c6 vé gidng chi Nancy cua ¢é qua. O, udc gi ¢ co thé gip con bé ay."

"Co cir dé chuyén d6 cho tui chau, c6 Ingledew a," Charlie n6i, nhdm dimg 1én. "Tuyi chau s& tim cdch lam ban 4y tinh lai, roi ban 4y
6 thé vé séng véico."

C6 Ingledew thé gip gap. "C6 nén lam diéu d6 khong? Biét ddu con bé dang hanh phic khi séng vai gia dinh Moon."
"Trong ban 4y c6 vé khong vui," Charlie 4i ngai. "Chic chan ban ay con khong biét 1a ban 4y biét bay nita."
"Ding thé a," Benjamin xic nhan. "Udc gi chau ciing biét bay."

"(C6 nghi that kho c6 chuyén Emma biét bay. Tién si Tolly truge day khong bao gior dé cap dén chuyén nay." C6 Ingledew bung minh
ra khdiban. "Co khong biét phai camon chau thé nao cho du, Charlie, va ca chau nira, Benjamin," ¢6 xiic dong, "Cac chau da mang hy
vong dén cho cb. Hay cho c6 biét khi nao thi cac chéu can co giup nhé."

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

"Nhét dinh r6i," Charlie néi. N6 vira liéc thdy mot manh thuy tinh nhé xiu lap lanh trén toc c6 Ingledew, va phan van khong biét lam
sao dé dé cap dén vu nd bong dén khong may kia. NO phai noi thoi, vi Ong ciu Paton. Nhung con Hat Dau dang stia 4miva chung da di
qua tam rém, hudng ra cira.

Charlie dot ngot dung lai, hang giong va néi, "Vé Ong cau ctia chau, thua co Ingledew..."

Mit c6 Ingledew ting d6 16n. "C6 khong mudn néi dén chuyén do."

"Nhung d6 la mdt tai nan."

"Tainan a? That xdu hd chua timg thay."

"Y chau mudn néi téi vu bong dén, c¢o Ingledew a. Ong cau cia chau khong thé kiém soat dwoc minh."

"Bong dén?" C6 Ingledew khong hiéu. "Ong 4y dot ngdt bé ¢o lai, trm, n6i chinh xic 14 bo chay. Ai ciing c6 thé nghicd la mot ba
chan."

"Khéng phai dau a. Hoan toan ngugc lai. Chinh vi Ong céu ciia chau nghi cé rit dep nén moi xay ra chuyén do."

Nhin vé bdirdi cta cd Ingledew, Charlie s6t séng di théng vao vain d& va ndi toet ra sy that v& thién khiéu ky dicua Ong ciu no.
C6 Ingledew simg ngudi nhin Charlie, ban dau khong tin, sau thi kinh hii. Cudi cing, mot thoang lo ling hién ra trén nét mt co.
"Ra 14 thé," ¢6 lam bam. "That 1 ky di."

"Ong cau thuc 1ong rit muén gip lai co," Charlie n6i tiép, tran tré hy vong.

"Hum," c6 Ingledew amur. "Bay gio cd cdm théy hoi mét, cac chau a."

C6 md ctra va hai dura ngoan ngodn budc ra. Canh ctra dong chat lai sau lung chung.

"Minh khong hé biét Ia Ong cu caa bd di lam nhiing chuyén dai loai nhu vay," Benjamin noéi.
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"DPimg néi vdiainhé," Charlie dan do. "DPang ra minh khong néi vai co Ingledew dau, nhung Ong cdu Paton tha thiét mubn gap lai
6 Ingledew, vi thé minh nghi tét nhat Ia néira sy that."

"Minh lai nghidiéu d6 lam cho c6 4y s¢ chét khiép," Benjamin néi. "Gid tui minh ghé nha anh Fidelio di. Le 1én. Minh ¢6 ban db

"

day.

Benjamin va con Hat Pau chay dua v&inhau 6 phia truée, trong khi Charlie dung dinh theo sau, cam thiy chuyén giita c¢6 Ingledew
va Ong cdu né that bi dat. Xemra né da lam cho tinh hudng tham chi con xiu hon.

Nha cua Fidelio trong that la mt, hay ndi chinh xac hon, that 1a la tai. D6 1a mt ngdi nha cii, rong rai, may méin thay, nim biét lap
giita mot quang trudng rai s6i. Cai goi 1a vuon chi la nhitng mang c6 lua thua chung quanh nha, trong bén trong mdt birc tuong thap bang
gach.

Khi Benjamin va Charlie dén noi, tiéng on tir trong nha phat ra khiing khiép d¢én ndi chung timthay miy céi xa bang gd sbi d& mai
hién rung 1€n, va hai vién ngdi tudt khoi mai nha 101 v& vu dudi 161 di lat gach.

Tiéng 6n hop thanh tir nhiéu loai nhac cu — ndi bat 1a tiéng vi cam, tiéng hd cam, tiéng sao, tiéng thu cam, va tiéng duong cam. Mot
timbién dong gan trén ctra cho chiing biét noi nay duoc goila Mai Am Gia Binh Gunn 1. Khi nghe tiéng trong khong ngét doira tir mot
clra sO thap, hai thing nghi, that ding 1a sung nd dung doang.

Charlie ty hoi khong biét lam thé nao ma ngudi trong nha nghe dugc chudng cira. Va ngay lap tirc, né v 18 ra: khind nhan chuéng,
mot giong ndi dugc thu am cat 1én oang oang "MO CUA! MO CUA! MO CUA!"

Hai d\ra giat nay nguoi ra sau, va con Hat Dau tru 1én mot trang dai so hai. May gidy sau, Fidelio ra md cira, Charlie va Benjamin
nhén ra minh dang budc vao mdt vuong quoc dmnhac. Tré con ran ran chay ngugc xudi trén cau thang, ra vo khap cac phong, tay dtra
nao dua nay camban nhac hodc rat nhi€u loai nhac cy.

"Diy la... ¥ emla tit ca nhimng ngudinay déu thudc gia dinh anh a?" Charlie ngac nhién hoi.
"Hau hét," Fidelio tra 10i. "Gia dinh anh c6 mudi nguoi, tinh ca ba va me. Con dau la miy ngudi ban yéu nhac ciia nha anh ghé choi.

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

Anh ca Felixctia anh dang bit diu thanh lap mdt ban nhac rock."

Mot ngudi dan 6ng to 16n, c6 riu quai nén bing ngang qua chiéu nghi trén dau cau thang, va Fidelio goi véi theo, "Ba oi, day 1a
Benjamin, con day la Charlie!"

Ong Gunn tuoi cudi nhin xudng Iii tré va hat to lén:
"Benjamin va Charlie, an ia mi, chao mimng ca hai con, tuy chang c6 chi."
Ong cuoi ha ha 16i bién mat vo mot cin phong tran ngap tiéng vicam.

"Xin 15i nhé," Fidelio phan bua. "Ba anh thich chuyén tat c4 moi thir thanh bai hat. Anh da cit cai thing v6 cin phong & trén tang
cao nhét ri. Pinao."

Rin6 din hai dira ban va con Hat Pau dang run lay bay di 1én ciu thang, dingang qua nhimg canh cira rung lén ban bat vi am
thanh. Cin phong ctia ban nhac rock khién Hat Dau rén Ién that thé tham. Benjamin phai lay ca hai tay bit tainé lai. Bat cir khi nao di
ngang qua mot dira tré toc vang nhat va ¢ tan nhang gidng nhu Fidelio, thi cu cau lai gioi thiéu "Day 1a Benjamin, con day 1a Charlie," va
hai th.'?lng bé s€ duoc chao don béng nu cudirang rd cung vai 161 " Xin chao" hodc "Chao", hoic "RA4t han hanh gdp haiem."

Sau cung, chung di dén mot canh cira noi chot vot clia can nha, va Fidelio dan hai dtra vo mot cin phong day ap, nhu mudn nit ra
vinhiing thung dung nhac cu du moi kich cd.

"Pay la ‘nghia trang’ danh cho nhac cu," Fidelio giai thich. "La noi nha anh cit giit tit ca moi th bi giy v, dé mot ngay nao do sé
stra chung lai."

N6 kéo cai thung dai dung mdc cAmra 4nh sang, cdy nap va nhic cai thung kim loai cua tién si Tolly ra ngoai.
"Tyi minh m& n6 ra nhé?" Fidelio vira hoi vira dit cai thung xudng san nha.

Dot nhién Charlie cam thdy hoang mang. N6 vira khong thé chd ndi gidy phut mé ra xem trong thing c6 cai g, tuy nhién, n6 lai hoi
s 0. Ong cau Paton chang da dé nghiné khi mo thung thi phai dé 6ng c6 mit, dé giup d& néu c6 gi d6 khong 6n hay sao? Nhung cai gi
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¢6 thé khong 6n dugc trong mot ngdinha than thién va dn ao nhu thé nay co chir? S& khong ai nghe duge nhitng 4m thanh ma tién si
Tolly di ché ra; va néu c¢6 ching nita, thi ho ciing s& chang nghi gi vé chuyén Ay ca.

"Puogc rdi," Charlie noi.
"Bd m¢ di, Charlie," Benjamin giuc.

Charlie buéc vé phia trude va quy xudng canh cai thung. Bay gio né c6 thé nhin thay rat 1 cac chit: MUOI HAI TIENG CHUONG
CUA TOLLY, Pau tién n6 s& vao cac mau ty "M", 4n nhe nhung dut khoat. Tiép dén 1a chit "U", dén day thi Charlie nhan thy né khong
thé dimg lai duoc nita. Qua stc la dé dang. N6 4n tung chii, ting chit mdt, va khiné n ky tu cubi cung, 12 "Y", mot tiéng v nhe phét ra
tlr bén trong nip thing.

Charlie l¢ lang dmg 1én va lui lai vai budc.
V6i mot tiéng "rac" that 16n, nap thung bung ra sau, va mot birc tuong ngudi bit dau nho 1én khoi ci thung.

Chic chan day khong phai la nhimg gi Charlie mong doi. N6 di tuong tugng t6 tién cta tién siTolly phai la mot cu gia, mic d6
nhung. Trong khi hinh nhan bat ra khéi cai thung nay la mot hiép si. Nhiing canh tay va cing chan cua chang duogc boc trong 4o giap
sang l6a, gdmnhiing vong kim loai xiu chudi vao nhau, va trén dau chang d6i mot c4i mii tram chop phing, ciing bang nhiing vong kim
loai xiu lai. C6 mot khoang giap hé & mat, nhung ciing chi nhin thiy dugc c6 mat va miii. That la mot canh tugng ky la va day ma lyc — cai
hinh ngudi oai diing, thanh cao va sang 16a nay bat day nhu mot bong hoa ng nhanh. Pang s¢ nhat la thanh gromsang loang trong tay
phai cua hiép si.

Khi birc tugng da dat dén hét chiéu cao ciia né, thi thinh linh, chang hi¢p sivung guomIén, ca ba thang bé va con ché ciing nhay
voira sau, cung voi nhimg tiéng kéu, tiéng hét va tiéng sua day gian dir. Khi chung yén ling rdi, thi & dau d6 bén trong ngudi hiép simot
hoi chudng bit ¢au ngéan 1én. Mot, hai, ba... tiép tuc... va trong lic tiéng chudng ngan vang, thi mot dan dong ca tong tram cat 1én mot bai
thanh ca nghe c6 vé rat cd.

"Tiéng La Tinh d6," Fidelio thi thAm. "Anh d3 nghe nguoi ta tap hat bai nay trong nha thd on."
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Bt giac, Charlie hiéu ra viéc tién siTolly di lam. Ong di st dung nhimng 4m thanh timg bao boc xung quanh bé Emma Tolly vao
dtng lac c6 bé bi théi mién — hodc bi yémbuia. Tién si Tolly tin la nhimg am thanh nay c6 thé s& danh thirc con gai minh day, va néu nhu
6 bé khong thé nhd ra minh 1 ai, thi chi it, khi nghe nhitng 4m thanh nay, c6 bé ciing s& mang mang nhén ra dugc rang da c6 diéu gi do
x4y ra véi minh.

Hoi chudng bén trong ngudi hiép sisang choirung 1én lan thir muoi hai. Chang hiép siha guom xudng va bit dau chim tré vao cai
thung.

That ky la khinhin c4i cach chang hiép siha nguoi va thu nho lai — chang cti odt dau va gieo minh xudng, cho téi khinam gon gang
trong chiéc givdng boc vai lua, bay gid chang khong dai gi hon chiéu dai cia thanh gwom sang loang.

"Chao!" Benjamin kinh ngac.

"Tuyét voil" Fidelio thot Ién.

"Minh thic mic khong biét cai thir nay co dung 1a s& lam Emilia tinh lai dwoc hay khong." Charlie Jim bam.

Fidelio van con lic dau khong tin. "Cach nao ma 6ng 4y lam duoc nhu thé nhi?" né limbam. "Vi hiép sidé lambang thir gi vay?"
"Guong mit trong rat that," Benjamin nhé xét. "Mt sang quic ludn."

"Bang thuy tinh," Charlie n6i. "Phan con lai la mot loai hop chat nao d6."

N6 nghi dén nhitng manh tuong kim loai quai dan trong xuéng cua gido su Bloor.

"Minh c4 1a tién si Tolly d3 danh lira gia dinh Bloor trong nhiéu nam: giri cho bon ho nhiing robot, twong kim loai, véi nhiing bo
xrong dugc té mau, gia bd nhu chung c6 chira bi mat danh thirc Emilia ddy. Dé bon ho dimg quéy nhiéu 6ng nira. Nhung cudi cung ho
cling bat dugc 6ng."

"Ho chi bit dugc 6ng ay, chir khong ldy dugec Mudi Hai Tiéng Chudng cua Tolly," Benjamin gat gi.
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Charlie dong nép thung lai. "Anh nghila n6 s& an toan ¢ ddy cho dén cudi tudn sau chi?" n6 hoi Fidelio.

"Tat nhién. Nhung tui minh cin mdt ban nit gitip d& néu tinh dem Emilia dén day."

"Khéng lo," Charlie néi chic nich. "Olivia Vertigo khoai miy chuyén nhu thé nay lam."

Ba dtra con trai quay tré vé vuong qudc amnhac, lan nay chiing gip ba Gunn, ba ciing c6 mai toc mau vang nhac va mit day tan
nhang y nhu nhiing ngudi khac trong gia dinh. Ba dang mang mot cdy hd cambang qua hanh lang, nhung lién dan lai va au yémvo dau

tung dra mot khi chung dingang.

Roi khoi Mai Am Gia Binh Gunn, Benjamin va Charlie théng tién vé nha s6 9, noi ngoai Maisie da hura v& modt bita trua linh dinh dang
cho chung.

Ching bao lau sau, Charlie va Benjamin d ngdi truéc ga quay, khoai tay, cu cai va nhiéu loai rau cu dic biét khac ma me Charlie
mang tir tiémra qua vé. Co ba mon trang miéng dé ma Ira chon va Iii nhoc chén ca ba: kem, banh pudding, banh xoai hip.

Ong cau Paton n6i vong xudng 1a khong thay doi chut nao, thé 1a con Hat Pau linh phan cia Ong cdu. Ngoai Maisie dén do khong
biét c6 nén chira lai mdt chut thirc in cho ndi Bone hay khéng. Gin nhu chua khi ndo ba 4y namtrén givdng lau nhu vy, ngoai Maisie

nhén xét.

Charlie cudi tim tim. "Sao ngoai khong dé Hat Pau xoindt dd dn con lai cho rdi? Con dambao nd mudn chén ludn phén cua ndi
Bone day."

Ngoai Maisie tan thanh, va thé 14 con Hat Pau hing héidon sach phi‘m an trua tha hai.
Benjamin & lai toi bira tra. Do 1a lic ndi Bone thirc day. Ba loang choang budc xudng liu trong cai 40 choang xam.
"Chuyén gi thé nay?" ba git gong. "Da bon gio 1. Sao khong ai goi ta day?"

"Ba dang mét ma, Grizelda," ngoai Maisie tra 161. "Chung t6i khong mubn danh thirc ba."

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

"Mét? Mét? Ta chéng bao gio théy mét c4," ndi Bone ndi cau.

Benjamin va Charlie lién trdn ra vuodn, & d6 ching choi tAt ca nhiing tro ma Hat Pau ua thich. Sau mdt lic thi moi thir dudng nhu déu
tr6 lai gibng y chang nhiing dip cudi tudn ngay xwra, nhu thé khong c6 gi thay ddi tir khi chung gip nhau lan dau, lic ca hai méi lén 5. Ké
tir 46, Hat Pau d4 by con 1én rat nhidu.

Nhung, tit nhién 1a di c6 nhiing ddi thay. Ngay mai Charlie phai trd vé Hoc Vién Bloor, va téi nay, mot ngudi hoan toan xa la s& dén

chamsoc Benjamin.
"B ¢6 mudn minh dua bd vé khong?" Charlie hoi khiban n6 quyét dinh nén vé nha.

Benjamin lic dau, "Khong sao ddu ma," n6 tra 101. "Minh da c6 Hat Dau roi"

1 Ho cua Fidelio 1a Gunn, doc hoi giéng véi tir "gun" — ¢6 nghia la sting.
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CHARLIE BONE LUC NUA PEM
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Chuong 16

Chién Tranh Bung N§

Néu Charlie di cuing Benjamin dén nha s4 12, thinhimg gi xay ra démhom d6 c6 18 da duoc ngan lai. Nhung ai c6 thé noi chic
dugc? Noéi gi di nita thi dong ho nha Yewbeam van la mot dong ho day uy quyén.

N

Khi Benjamin va con ché ctia né budc lén nhiig bac cap dan tdi cira trude, con Hat Pau bong tru 1én véi vé bat an, va Benjamin tur
héi con ngudi "dé mén" ma ba me da thué dén dé trong nomné kia c6 thé 1a ai.

Ngudi va cho cting nhau bude v hanh lang. Mot cai ti den diéu dang dit dudi chan cau thang, nhung khong c6 vé gila thi ciia
mot cd bao mau ca.

"Xin chao!" Benjamin tan ngan goi.

C6 ai d6 tir trong bép dira. D6 1a mdt ngudi cao, trang phuc toan mau den, toc xam bai trén dau va nhitng hat ngoc trai to tron deo
ling ling & tai. Ba ta khong mang ting d6, nhung Benjamin biét ngay d6 1a ai. Hay ding hon, n biét ngay ba nay c¢6 lién quan dén ba
mang ung do.

"Bac la...?" n6 khong biét phai két thuc cau hoi nhu thé nao.
"Béc 1 ngudi bdo miu cua chau, chau a." ba ta néi.
"Chu bac khong phaila...?"
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"Phai. Bac 14 mOt trong nhiing ba ¢6 cua Charlie. Nhu vdy cang lam cho moi chuyén dugc thém phan thoai mai d& chiu hon, dung

khong? Chau c6 thé goi bac 1a Eustacia."
"Camon bac," Benjamin néi, lo ling. "Cé thyc 1a ba me chau di yéu ciu bac dén day khong?"
"Tat nhién rdi", ba ta dap, c6 vé hoi buc minh. "Chtr khong thisao ma ta lai & day?"
"Tai chau thiy hoila..." Benjamin noi.

Ba c6 Eustacia tinh queo trudc cau n6i d6. "Tot hon hét la chau nén vao an tbidi," ba ta nho nhé. "Bac di ndu mot chiit sip nong

rt ngon."
Benjamin theo ba ta v6 bép va kéo mot chiéc ghé ra khoi ban. Hat Pau gir mot tiéng nhé va ngdixudng bén canh Benjamin.

"Ché khong dugce & trong bép," ba c6 Eustacia nhic. Poan ba ta d6 mot it chat 1ong, dinh dinh mau nau dang bdc hoi vo modt cai to

va dé trudc mat Benjamin.
"Suyt!" ba ta xuy con Hat Bau. "Ra ngoai!"
Con Hat P4u nhe ring ra, gim gur.
Ba Eustacia i lai mot budc. "Mot con ché méi kinh tdm lamsao!" ba ta quau quau.. "Benjamin, dudiné ra khoi bép ngay lap tic."
"Chau khong thé lam thé duoc," Benjamin n6i. "N6 thich in cung lic véi chau."

"Ha!" ba Eustacia ding diing mé cic tii va tim thiy mot hop thirc an cho cho, ba ta xic mdt it vo caitd c¢o chir "CHO" va dit cai to

ra ngoai hanh lang.
"Gio thi," ba ta ra Iénh, vira Véy mdt ngoédn tay vo mat Hat Dau "An di!". Ba ta chi cai to.

Con ch6 dao tron mat va nép sat vo nguoi Benjamin.
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Benjamin quyét dinh réng maéi gap thi tot nhét 13 tranh c3i v voiba Eustacia, nén nd cli xuéng con Hat Pau va noi "Hat Pau, an tbi
di. Tao khong sao dau."

Hat D4u gim gir va lap cup dira ngoai hanh lang, rdi dimg d6 6n do danh chén t6 thirc in cho ché. Benjamin wdc gi minh c6 thé dn
thuc pham ciia chd. Mon d6 chéc chan phaingon hon cai thir stiip ndu gém ghiée nay ma ba c¢6 Eustacia mdi mic cho no.

Khi cudi ciing di xoay x& tdng duge hét mon sup xudéng hong, Benjamin bi ho téng dén tan chan giudong.
"Mai con di hoc," ba Eustacia bao. "Tdinay chau nén ngu sémdi."

"Béac s€ ngu ¢ day a?" Benjamin hoi.

"Puong nhién." Ngudi phu nit trong cau kinh tra 1oi. "Bac 1a bao miu ctia chau ma."

Benjamin nhé ra n6 can phai gia bo nhu "Muoi Hai Tiéng Chudéng Cia Tolly" van con trong nha.
"Téinay may ngu lai & dudinay nhé," n6 bao Hat Pau, rdi liy cai 6 cho, demra dit gan cira ting ham.
Con Hat Pau c6 vé bdi rdi, nhung rdi cling vang 161 budc vo 6 ciia minh.

Benjamin chui vo giwong, nhung né nam thirc thao 140, chd cho ba Eustacia Ién lau. Cudi cuing, khi di chéc ring ba da lén giwong,
n6 ron rén di xudng chd dién thoai trong hanh lang va quay s cua Charlie.

"A10," tiéng ngoai Maisie vui vé cat Ién.

"Day la..." Benjamin khong damnéi gi thém vi co mot bong den da xuat hién & trén dau cau thang.
"Chau nghila chau dang lam gi vy, ha?" ba Eustacia hoi lon.

Bén kia dau ddy, giong ngoai Maisie van don dap, "Alo! Alo! Aido?"

"Bo dién thoai xuéng," ba Eustacia ra [énh.
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"Chau chi muén goi cho ban chau théi ma," Benjamin giai thich. Ping lic nay con Hat D4u bit diu sua vang.
"Gan ntra démrdi," ba Eustacia quat. "Vé giwong mau!"
"Da," Benjamin dau kh tra 10i. N6 dat dién thoai vao chd cii rdi 16 budc 1én giwdng.

Vao sang thir hai, Charlie phai rdi nha that som. Chiéc xe buyt mau xanh cua hoc vién dimg ¢ dau duong Filbert, chinh xic vao lic 7
gior 45 phut, sau d6 nd phai mit thém mot tiéng nira dé don cac hoc sinh khoa nhac tir khap noi trong thanh phd.

Vay nén Charlie khong gap dugc Benjamin trudce khi rodi khoinha, va chinghe lang mang 1061 ngoai Maisie néi véi theo, "Dém qua
Benjamin ¢ goi dén diy. Ba nghila Benjamin, vi ba nghe c6 tiéng cho sua."

Phai dén khingdi trén xe buyt r6i thi Charlie méi nh¢ 10i ngoai Maisie, va n6 t hoi khong biét Benjamin mudn néi gi véiné dém qua.

N6 tinh co gdp Fidelio khi ca bon dang chen chiic di vo cong hoc vién. Chiing hen gap nhau vao gid ra choi va s& néi chuyén véi
Olivia Vertigo.

Gid thi Charlie khong con ngd ngang nhu mot nam sinh mdi toe nita. Homnay n6 biét chinh xac phai di dau va lam cach nao timra
céc vat dung. Budi hoc nhac véi thﬁy Paltry- Kén Sao khong dugc sudn sé cho lim, nhung n6 cb géng tranh bi phat cAmtic, va thuc ra
thiné di gang cu xit cho dung dén trong tiét tiéng Anh.

Dén gid giai lao, trong khu vuon ménh mong day suong mu, Charlie va Fidelio bi mat quan sat Olivia dang tan giu v&i mot nhém con
gai, trong dira nao ciing that kinh di. Chung boi mit tring toat, mang ing cao 1énh khénh trong hét sirc nguy hiém, va ca bon déu dé toc
hoac duoc téy tréng, hodc dugc nhuom mau. Homnay toc Olivia c6 mau cham.

Charlie ngoéc tay ra hiéu cho Olivia, c6 nang lién bing bang budc qua bii co trong d6i ung khong 16, dé day cui va miii boc kim loai.
"Minh c4 la Manfred s& bt bo coi déi giay d6 ra," Charlie luu ¥ Olivia.

"T¢ s€ co tranh duong han," Olivia bao. "The, c6 gi mdi khong?"
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"Pi dao di," Fidelio d& nghi. "Dé ngudi ngoai khoi nghila tui minh dang bay muu tinh ké."
V6i Olivia khat khudng di & giita, hai thing con trai lan luot thuat lai nhiing gi da xay ra trong dip cudi tudn qua.

Olivia rat hao hirc. "May ngudi can t& dem Emilia t6i Mai Am Gia Dinh Gunn chir gi?" ¢6 bé hoi. "Con 4y s& khong bao gid chiu di
voi mot trong hai 4y dau."

"Pung vay!" Charlie noi.

N6 di dé y thiy Billy Raven 180 d&o di theo ching & phia sau, va tu hoi khong biét c6 nén néi cho thang bé bach tang 4y biét nhimg
gi dang xay ra hay khong. Nhung n6 quyét ding khong noéi. Boi vi by gid, cang it nguoi biét bi mat cia chung cang tot. Cudi tudn nay
Billy s& vé nha ciing v6iné. Lic d6 cu cdu s& hiéu ra thoi.

Olivia ddng ¥ danh ca tuan con lai dé két ban v6i Emilia, nhu thé nd c6 thé dén nha Emilia vao cudi tuan.

"S& khong dé dau," Olivia noi. "Boi vi Emilia c6 vé hoi xa cach, moi ngudi biét ¥ té mudn noéi gi réi day. Nhung té cho la néu da bi
thoi mién thi chic chin sé& thanh nhu thé."

Noi roi Olivia sai budc di luon, chi vay tay chao mot cai, dé c6 thé danh ndt hai phut cudi gio gidi lao voi damban gai "kinh di" cia
minh.

Mii dén khi v can-tin Charlie m&i gap Gabriel Silk. Cau ta phong a0 t6i chiéc ban Charlie dang ngdi cting Fidelio, 1am d6 ca nira ly
nude vo dia khoai tay chién.

"Xin chao!" cau ta hon hé. " Moi viée on ca chir? C6 can toi gitp gi khong?"

"Bay gio thi khong, camon anh," Charlie tra 10i.

Garbiel trong ¢ vé han hoan khac thudong. RS rang 1a cau ta dang mic toan dd mdi hodc d6 dem- lai-cam-gidc-hanh-phiic. Charlie
nhén ra Gabriel ¢6 thé 1a mot ngudi ban hiru ich dé kéo vé phe minh. N6 da bat dau nghi dén viéc ngudinao vé phe nod, ngudinao chéng
laind. Va tu hoi, tai sao lai phai thé nhi?
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Mii dén gio an t6in6 moi thiy Manfred, nhung that vé cing nhe nhdm cho no, thing gia nay ching dém xia gi dén né ca. Tuy
nhién, Asa vin phong nhing cainhin ranh ma qua chiéc ban dai. Bita tdi nay gibng y hét nhu bita tdi ctia thir hai tuan trude: xap, trimg
va khoai tay chién, va mdt trai lé.

"Luc nao cling y vay," Fidelio ngao ngan.
"Ngay mai s€ la xip, xic xich véi khoai tdy, bap cai va mot trai tdo."

Charlie udc gind co thé ddi tai nghe thay tiéng n6i cia minh thanh tai bién thic an do thanh thirc in ngon. N6 nham mit lai va gia
b6 nhu ¢6 thé lam duge. N6 nhan ra mon trimg trang mong ngudi lanh dung 1a ¢6 ngon hon.

Vibay gio da biét dudng dén phong Nha Vua nén n6 nhan ra minh 1a ngudi du tién ¢6 mit trong phong. Hay gan nhu 1a véy. Zelda
va Beth dang choi trd gi d6. Chung khong dé y dén Charlie. Zelda c6 nude da den va trong coc can; Beth to con va lyc ludng voi mai toc
xoin nhat mau. Chiing dang nhin nhau trimg trimg & hai ¢au ban. O giita ban, mt cai hop gd dung but chi dang di chuyén, lic thi vé
huéng nay, sau lai vé& hudng kia.

Charlie ngdi xen v6 khoang trong rong rii giira hai dira kia va némtap vo cai "phich" xuéng ban.
"Shhh!" Zelda suyt.

Hop but chivot vé phia con bé.

"Xin 161," Charlie noi.

Hop but chibay lo king va roi di chuyén vé phia Berth. Con nhé gam gir, cham chiam nhin cai hop, khién n6 quay vé phia Zelda.
Charlie nhan ra ca hai déu duoc c6 phép thuat gidng hét nhau: diéu khién dd vat bang y nghi.

Bon tré khac bat dau luc tuc budc vo phong, pha v su tap trung ctia hai dira con géi. Tancred va Lysander cling vo mot lic. Hom
nay Tancred cudi tuoi roi r6i voi Charlie. Toc anh ta trong nhu cang bi nhidm dién ton, va Charlie nhan théy mai toc Tancred kéu lic ric
khi Tancred ¢6 vubt n6 xudng.
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"Khoe khong, Charlie Bone?" Lysander hoi né véinu cudi xdi 161.

"Minh khoe, cam on," Charlie mim cudi dap I€.

"Cammom!" Zelda ndi cau khi hop but chinhay tot sang mot bén, phong véo Ién khong trung rdi 1on phap xudng san nha.
"Cai tro dién 10," Lysander nhan xét.

"D6 khong phai tro choi!" Zelda quéc lai, trong khi nhat hgp but chi 1én.

Charlie di xoay duoc mdt chd ngdi cing bén ban véi Manfred, cho nén n6 sé& khong phai lo ling gi nira vé cainhin chong choc
khiing khiép ciia Manfred. Ngdi tir day, n6 c6 thé quan sat Vua D6 t6t hon nhiéu, va trong gid hoc né nhan ra minh nhiéu lin c ngéd
chim cham vo khudn mit t6i, bi hiém dy. Viéc nay c6 mot tac dung la ky: lamlong n6 diu xudng, va bai tap vé nha dudng nhu try nén dé
hon nhiéu so v6ibinh thuong. Va ding vy, né da lam xong déng bai tap trudc khi chudng reng.

Fidelio va Charlie d nhat tri v&inhau 1a khong dugc néi, du chi thi tham, bat ctr didu gi vé Mudi Hai Tiéng Chudng Cua Tolly trong
phong ngii chung. Billy ctr nhin theo Charlie mot cach 16 lidu, va ngay trudc khi dén tat, no dén dimg cudi giwong cua Charlie.

"Cudi tuan nay em dén nha anh van duoc chi?" Billy hoi.

"TAt nhién," Charlie bao. "Me anh néi dugc ma."

"Va...va anh s€ lam gi d6 v6i Emilia Moon phai khong?" Gipng Billy nghe ¢6 vé hoi run run.
Charlie dap "Anh chua biét." N6 thay c6 gi d6 khong 6n ¢ Billy.

Billy 1an vdi vé giwong khi tiéng "Tat dén" gim 1én. Mot ban tay ho phap vong qua canh cira va nhan cong tic dén. Charlie tuong
tugng ba cd Lucretia dang rinh rdp doc theo cac hanh lang, nghe ngoéng ngoai cac canh cira. Cudi cing, trude khi chim vo gide ngi, nd
bdng nhé dén 101 n6i ciia ngoai Maisie, "Dém qua Benjamin ¢6 goi dén dy. Ba nghi d6 1a Benjamin vi ba nghe c6 tiéng cho sua."

Tai sao Benjamin lai goi vao gid tré nhu vy, va tai sao né khong néi gi hét? Va tai sao con Hat Pau lai stia? Charlie ngu thiép di
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trude khi co thé suy doan ra moi chuyén.

Benjamin ching hé nga dugc. N6 s& c6 mdt ngay cuc ky khong thoai mai day. Troi lanh va gi6 1ong 1ong, va trong khi dibo tir
truong vé&nha, no hinh dung ra tAt ca nhiing mén khoai khéu, nong s6t ma né ¢6 thé nu cho né va Hat Pau: xac xich, khoai tay chién,
pho mai ho néng, thit ga vién, va chudi nudng vi. "Tuyét! Tuyét!" Benjamin ty n6i véi minh. N6 tam quén ba Eustacia Yewbeam di.

Nhung ba ta kia kia, dang d4p xoong chao rim rim trong nha bép cua Benjamin, nhu thé dang chuin bj mot bita dai tiéc chu khong
phai 1a mot chén stp khong ra gi. Khi Benjamin doi an xic xich, ba ta liéc ndé mot cai that sac va noi "Dé lam gi nao? Bay gio khong phai la
Gidng sinh."

Hat Dau phong ra khoi 6, stia ming 13 va liém khap ngudi Benjamin: mét, hai ban tay, tai va co.

"Ca ngay nay con ché d6 khong cuc cua gica," ba Eustacia cau nhau. "Mudn cét cdy chdivo cai ta tuong ciing khong duge.”

"N6 la mot con ché tuyét voi ma." Benjamin kidu hanh noi. Sau d6, né phai cay ding ma héi tiéc vé nhiing 10 nay.

Ti d6, n6 nghe thay tiéng chan ba Yewbeam di rao khip cic phong. Ba ta dang lam gi nhi? Ba ta ¢ nguyén mot ngay dé luc loi roi
kia ma. N6 ¢6 cam gidc mo hd 1a c6 mot ngudi nita dang & trong nha. Cudi cung, Benjamin nham mét lai va chim trong gidc ngu khé nhoc.

Mot hdn hop amthanh kinh khang, voi nhiing tiéng tru, tiéng ra, va rén ri dung Benjamin day. N6 nhay ra khoi giuong va chay toi
dau cau thang.

"Hat Bau?" né goi. "Phai may khong?"

Mot tiéng gir khé, roi mot hdi tru, sau d6 1a tiéng sta inh tai dap 10iné. Co cai gi d6 dang tan cong con Hat Dau. Benjamin lao xudng
lau.

"Hat Dau! Hat Dau! Tao téi lién day," n6 thét lén.

Cé tiéng ra 1én kinh hoang, va canh ctra mo toang mdt cai danh "sam".
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Benjamin chay qua ngoai hanh lang vé phia cra mo. N6 suyt dé ap 1én than hinh bat dong cua Hat Dau.
"Hat Pau!" Benjamin thét 1én., quy xudng canh cai ddu bom xdm ciia con cho.

Hat Pau rén 1én mdt tiéng yéu 6t, budn tham, va Benjamin vudt 1én bo 16ng tho rap, nhan ra bo 1ong phu day mot thir gi d6 nhom
nhép.

Pén ngoai hanh lang bat sang va ba pham pham di xudng cau thang. "C6 chuyén gi d6?" ba ta hoi.

"Con ché ciia chau bi tin cong," Benjamin la Ién. "Ngudino dinh toan mau."

"Ta...ta... ghé qua!" Ba Yewbeamtuyén b. "Chiing ta s& goi bac sitht y vao sang mai."

"Chau khong thé dé no nhu thé nay dugc," Benjamin cii lai.

N6 chay v6 bép va xong ra lai voi mot chén nudc va mot it manh vai cii. Ba Eustacia dung nhin trong khi Benjamin rira sach vét mau
va boi thudc sat trung cho Hat Dau. Vét thuong cia con ché giéng nhu niing vét cén to. Nhung loai vt nao c6 thé dot nhap vé nha? Va
taisao no lai dot nhap vo day?

Ba Eustacia giuc Benjamin di ngi. Nhung n6 khong chiu.

"Chéu s€ ngt ¢ dudinay voicon Hat Pau," nd nédi. N6 lay ra mdt cai mén va mdt cai gdiréi namsuot d€mbén canh con cho bi
thuong.

Trong 4nh sang lanh 180 cua sang thi ba, Hat Dau trong rat yéu. Benjamin nhit quyét khong dén truong nira.
"Hat Pau c6 thé s& chét luc chau vang nha," no khoc.

"V& van," ba Yewbeam ¢ stic kéo Benjamin Ién phong né.

"Khong! Khong! Khong!" nd gao 1én.
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Ba ta mang quén 4o cua né xudng lau va cb bét n6 thay quan 4o. N6 chdng cu va ving vay. Ba ta tat tai, xo ddy va kéo gidt no.
"Ctru t6i v6il" Benjamin hét 18n, cho du n6 khong biét minh dang ciu ctru ai.

Va rdi nh¢ lai nhiing 101 Charlie da dan, n6é vot ra cua trudc, nhay xuéng méy béc thang, van mic nguyén dd ngu, phéng qua duong
dén nha s6 9, ddmvao cira thinh thinh.

Cira mé tung, Benjamin ngd diii vao hanh lang. N6 ngéng Ién thi nhan ra truéc mit 1a gwong mit quau quau ciia ndi Bone.
"May dang lam tro gi thé ha, Benjamin Brown?" noi Bone hoi.

"Con mudn gip Ong cau Paton," Benjamin vira dap vira rang guong day. "Ong Paton Yewbeama."

"Ong 4y khong ranh cho my gip dau," ndi Bone noi.

"Ong ranh ma," Benjamin noi roi goi toang 1én "Ong cau Paton oi!"

"Suyt!" ndi Bone ra 1énh.

May canh ctra trén lau dong loat md ra, ngoai Maisie va me Charlie tir trén dau cau thang nhin xuéng.

"Benjamin, chuyén gi d6 con?" me Charlie hoi.

"Con ch6 ciia con bj tdn cong. Con cin Ong cu Paton cua Charlie," Benjamin hét lén.

Khi hai ngudi phu nit bit dau chay xuéng chd Benjamin, thi Ong cdu Paton xudt hién ¢ bac thang trén cung, khoac 4o choang nhung
do.

"Aican ta vay?" 6ng hoi.

"Con! Con a, 6ng Yewbeam oi!" Benjamin rdi rit. "Con cho cta con bi thwong. N6 chét mit. Ong lam on gitip con vé&i duge khong?"
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Ong c4u Paton lao a0 xudng phéng ra cira trudc.

"Paton, cau chua thay qui‘m 4o chinh t&," noi Bone nhéc theo.
"VG van!" Ong cau Paton noi.

"Mt troi lén rdi," ngoai Maisie JAmbam.

"Pung lo lang vé mat troi," Ong cau Paton noéi. "Nhanh 1én Benjamin." Ong md cira trude va chay xuong céc buc cap, véi Benjamin
chay bén canh.

Xe c6 dd bt dau nhon nhip nhu thuong 18 trén dudng Filbert, hdiha lao vé& huéng trung tdm thanh phd, nhung Ong cau Paton
khong thém chi y. Chang thémnhin trai hay nhin phai, ong bang thang qua nha sé 12. Nhiing chiéc xe hoi rit 1én roi dimg phat lai, cac
béc tai bop coi inh 6i va chiri ria nguoi dan 6ng cao 16n mic ao choang do, va thing bé mic pyjama soc xanh.

Vira budc vo can nha sb 12 thi 6ng Paton cham mit ngay v&iba chi ciia minh.

"A,rala ba, Eustacia," Ong cau Paton noi. "LE ra téi phai biét didu nay."

"Cau ndivay la cé y gi?" ba Eustacia lanh ling hoi.

"Benjamin, ba me may dau rdi?" Ong c4u Paton hoi.

"Con nghiba me con dang & Scotland tim kiém mdt ngudi lau cira s6 bi mat tich," Benjamin dap.
"Lat nita chung ta s& noi toi viéc d6," Ong cau Paton néi. "Bay gio, con cho dau?"

Benjamin dan Ong cau Paton qua hanh lang téi cai 6 ctia Hat Pau. Con ché to nidmmot déng trong that thuong tdm, cai mili toac cua
n6 ti 1én hai ban chan truéc. Mat n6 nhimnghién va gan nhu khong tho nira.

"Troi 01," Ong cdu Paton thot 1én va cli xuong con ché. "Mot con vt to 1on man rg da tan cong con chd cliia may, Benjamin a. Mot
con gido6 c6 hamrang va méng vuot khac thuong."
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"D 1a 16i cira con," Benjamin nirc nd. "Con noila né bao vé tang ham. Nhung con that la ngu, that ra dau c6 gi trong ay dau."
N6 ngimg lai, suc nhé ra la ba Eustacia Yewbeam dang lang vang & cira trude, nhung da qua tré.
"Lam thé nao ma con vat hoang d6 v6 day duoc?" n6 hoi Ong céu Paton. "Ban dém cira khoa hét ma."

"Co ai d6 da mo cira cho no6 vo," f)ng cu Paton vira noi vira liéc nhin ba chj ctia minh. "Chung ta phai dem con Hat Pau dén bac s1
thu y," 6ng n6i v6i Benjamin. "Va phai that nhanh Ién. Ta thdy thoi gian cho con chod déng thuong nay c6 vé sap hét rdi."

Benjamin chot nay ra mot y. N6 nhé 6ng Onimous da noi ong co6 mot phuong cach dic biét ddi vai thi vt ra sao.

"Con biét mot nguoi s& t6i day," n6 noi. "Ong Onimous, ngudi diét chudt. Con c6 danh thiép ciia 6ng ay. Ong c6 nhitng con méo rat
ky la, giéng nhu nhitng ngon lira vay." Benjamin dimg 1én va chay v bép.

"Ta di day," ba Eustacia n6i, doan ba ta voi dan bude ra trudc cira, nhanh dén ndi hai 6ng chau hau nhu khong thiy ba ta linh di.

"Chuyén gixay ra vy, Ong céu Paton?" Benjamin hoi. "Sao ai lai d6i xx v&i con Hat Pau nhu vay? Ma taisao méy ba chicia ong lai
xau xa va gian dir nhu vay?"

"Chién tranh bung nd rdi, Benjamin," Ong céu Paton néi. "C6 mdt viée da 4mi tir lau lim rdi. Tinh cho dén bay gio thi ho mic sirc
lamnhimng gi ho mudn, nhung ho di di qué xa, va mot s6 ngudi trong chiing ta s& khong chiu dung diéu d6 nira."
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Chuong 17
Con Gai Cua Nha Phat Minh
"0 livia dang tac dong dugc dén Emilia," Fidelio thong bao cho Charlie.
"O

Thtr Sau t6irdi, va chung dang rao budc quanh khu vudn suong gid. O ngay phia trudc mit, chung thy Olivia va Emilia dang mai
mé trd chuyén, hay dung hon, Olivia dang n6i va Emilia xemra dang ling nghe.

Vai tiéng nira tat ca bon chung ai s& vé nha ndy. Ngay ca Olivia ciing d3 tranh xa dugc réc rdi sudt ca tun. Vira nhin thay hai dira, ¢6
bé lao lai, hay dung hon 1a budc di huynh huych trong d6i ung khéng 16.

"T6t r0," n6 thithao. "Chiéu mai té s& dén nha Emilia. VAy, cho tui ndy vao khoang gid udng tra nha."
"Bo dinh dua Emilia roi gia dinh Moon bang cach nao?" Charlie hoi.

"Dé té nghisau," Olivia ram rép di mét.

Chuéng reo va bon chiing bit ddu tho than tré v& hoc vién. Billy Raven v qua khi chung vira t6i cira.
"Gap lai emsau nhé, Billy," Charlie n6i. "Nh¢ 1a emsé v& nha vdianh d6."

"Chi mot dém thoi," Billy néi. "Thir Biy em phai quay vé."

Charlie ng& ngang. "Anh tuéng emmudn & lai hét cudi tuan chi," né noi.

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

7
An

"Em phai vé. Ba giam thi bao thé." Billy liéc no, ling ting mét cach la ling roi bién biét tam.

"Ca tuin nay né hanh xir rit ky khoi," Fidelio nhan xét. "Tdi qua n6 rdi khoi phong nga chung may tiéng lién. Cai mui khiing khiép
ctia con ché dé, cai con May Phuc 4y, hay c4i tén gi dai loai vy, lam anh thirc ddy. Sau d6 anh khéong sao ngua dugc.”

"Chac né bimdng du," Charlie no6i. "Coi bd n6 c6 vé mét moi."

Ca hai khong nghi dén Billy nita. Vao luc 3 gio rudi, chung thu don d6 dac, va dtung 4 gio thi lén dudong vé nha bang mot trong
nhiing chiéc xe buyt ciia hoc vién: xe xanh da trdi cho khoa nhac, xe mau tim cho khoa kich va xe xanh 1a cay cho khoa hgi hoa. Charlie dé
¥ thiy Olivia di xoay xd leo 1én dugc chiéc xe xanh 14 ciy cing v&i Emilia. Olivia d6i mot cainon to tuéng mau xanh 14 ciy va mic I6n trai
chiéc 40 chung timra ngoai - I6p vaini 6t bén trong c6 mau xanh 14 cay cau ban.

"Ct tin Olivia di!" Charlie toét miéng cudi mdt minh.

"Chi 4y lam gi vay?" Billy hoi. N6 dang ngdi canh Charlie.
"0, khong c6 gi. Chidy gion dy ma."

"0," Billy chung hing.

Ngoai Maisie quan tim hét mirc t6i Billy. Ba ¢4 nuéng riéng cho né mot 6 banh socdla dic biét, va dd don sin cho n6 mot chiée
giwong 4m émtrong phong Charlie.

"Théng bé tdinghi€p qua," ba clr JAm ba 1Am bam khi dao quanh ban, hét r6t nude cam vit, cit banh, lai ¢b vd vé cho Billy &n banh
quy phii kem 1ong tring trimg va banh nuéng nhan mut. Billy tin huéng niém vui suéng tot d9. N6 chua bao gio thdy cung lic c6 nhiéu
mon mé ly ¢ trén cung mot cai ban nhu vay.

"Tuan nay & nha c6 kha nhiéu bién cd," me Charlie n6i trong khirot tra. "Con ché ciia Benjamin bi tin cong va ong ciu Paton clia
con di ra tay. Chuing ta chwa bao gio thiy cu linh dong dén vay. Cau ra ngoai giita ban ngay ban mat."

"Trong chiéc 4o ngu," ngoai Maisie thém vao.
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"Hat Pau bi tn cong?" Charlie lo ling hoi. "Bay gio Ong cau Paton dang ¢ dau? Con ndi Bone dau rdi?"

"Pang giam minh trong phong," ngoai Maisie n6i. "Pémnao ciing ¢ chién tran kich liét. La 16i, gidm chén, dong cira 4m am. Ngoai
khong biét chung ta dd mét bao nhiéu bong dén rdi."

Ngay khiudng tra xong, Charlie din Billy qua duong t&i nha Benjamin. Mot phu nit toc ngén, vang hoe, deo kinh ra mé cira. C6 mic
bo com-1é xdm va, dAu c6 vé khod khan, ¢d ¢6 mdt nu cudi dm ap va than thién.

"Chao con, Charlie," ¢6 no6i. "Con khéng nhan ra ¢6 a? C6 1a ¢c6 Brown, ma ctia Benjamin."

Charlie simg s6t. N6 di khong gap c6 Brown trong mot thoi gian dai. No chéc chin trude day toc co dai va den.
"Pay la Billy a," n6 noi.

"Vo di! Vo di!" c6 Brown noi. "Con Hat Pau dang duoc chita tri"

"Chira tri?" Charlie ndi khi budc vo hanh lang.

C6 nhing va li trén cu thang, ing cao su trén san, a0 khoac va 40 mura vét ling nhing trén ghé va trén thanh ciu thang. Cai quai gi
thé nay?

"Benjamin & trong phong khach d6, Charlie," ¢c6 Brown néi. "Gap con n6 s& vui lam."
Charlie dAn Billy téi mot cin phong phia sau nha. N6 it khi vo d6. Benjamin van thich & trong nha bép hon.

Khi cira md, n6 dugc don bang mt tiéng suyt 16n va mot tiéng ngoao dai, canh bao. N6 gan nhu khong tin vao mat minh. Duong
Cuu, con méo mau dong do, dimg trén lung mdt chiéc ghé banh; con Nhan Mi dimg trén lung mot chiéc ghé khac; con con Su Tir ngdi
14t 1éo trén tay ghé truong ky. Chung dit ton nhin xody vao Charlie, sau d6 thi diu lai. Dwong Cuu tham chi con thich thu gir gir nho nho.

Benjamin dang ngdi trén ghé truong ky canh con Su Tir.

"Vo dy, Charlie," no thi tham. "Ong Onimous dang chita cho Hat Dau."
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Hat Pau dang namtrén san, vi dng Onimous quy bén canh. Mot tay 6ng cam lo nude gi mau xanh 14 cdy va tay kia 6ng cam mot
cuc bong gon. Hat Pau bi biang & miii va bi khau mdt bén tai. Trén ngudind, & chd bi mAt mot mang 16ng, c6 nhiing vét rach lamnham.

"N6 d& hon rdi," Benjamin no6i khé.

Charlie luét vo phong, ngdi xudng canh Benjamin, nhung ngay khi Billy budc vio, ba con méo ciing gir Ién day vé de doa.
Ong Onimous ngudc lén.

"Chuyén gi vay?" 6ng hoi. "Tdi can yén ling."

Billy dimg tya lung vao tudng. Trong no that hét hoang.

"Aiday?" Benjamin hdi.

"Billy Raven," Charlie thi thao. "Trong hoc vién. Billy khong c6 nha nén s& & véi minh vao cudi tuan."

"Chao em, Billy" Benjamin nhé nhe noi. "Ngbi di!"

Ong Onimous bay gi¢ dang thay bang miii cho Hat Pau. Con ché rén ri yéu 6t. Lic do Billy tién t&i mot bude, va ca ba con méo
cung nhay xudng san, gdm gir rdi hu 1én.

"Chung n6 khong thich em," Billy the thé.

Ong Onimous nhin mit nhin né. "Sao lai khong thich?" 6ng hoi. "Ta nghi tit ca cic ciu nén ra khoi phong ngay. Kéo Hat Pau gia
nua ¢ day sé€ bi kich dong."

Charlie, Benjamin va Billy ctung di vé cin bép cuc ky ngan nép.

"Sao, chuyén la thé nao?" Charlie hoi.
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"Nhiéu chuyén lim," Benjamin dép.

Piu tién, né ké vé viéc xudt hién khing khiép cua ba c¢6 Eustacia trong nha. Tiép theo, n6 mé ta vu tin cong bi hiémvao con Hat
Pau; rdi viée n6 chay qua nho Ong cdu cua Charlie gitip d& ra sao; va tir lac ay, cudc sdng ciia n6 da thay déi nhu thé nao - bai vi Ong
cau Paton khong biét lam cach nao ma da kiémra ba ma n6 va nhat quyét giuc ho phai vé nha ngay.

"Minh nghi Ong cau Paton d3 nho canh sat kiém ba ma minh," Benjamin n6i. "M4 van hay mic cai 40 mwa mau vang nay nén rat d&
nhén ra. DU sao thiba ma ciing di vé nha. Ong céu Paton ndi ba ma da bi nguoi ta lira va bi cuén vo mdt vu tim kiém vit troi. Minh nghi
trong vu nay c6 ban tay ciia ba ndi bo. Khiba mi vé nha, Ong cau Paton kéu ho ra n6i chuyén riéng rat lau, va tir hom dé, ma bao tir nay
ma s€ chi di lam lic nao minh tdi truong thoi, s€ khong bao gio dilam dém va khong bao gio di lam vao ngay nghinta."

Charlie hau nhu khong tin vao viéc d6. Ong cau Paton cudi ciing da ngang dau Ién. Rd rang 1a khi Ong cdu mudn lam vige gi la viée

d6 phai dugc.

Ong Onimous thinh linh tho dau vo bép. "Gio tuinay di day, cac cdu bé," 6ng ho hoi. "Tom lai la Hat Pau dang binh phuc tét. Thir
Haitoi s€ quay lai."

Ro6i nhu moi khi, dng bién mét trong mot ludng sang, ciing véiba con méo bay véo theo sau nhu nhimg chom phio bong mau lira.
"Ong nay tirc cuoi that," Billy lam bam. "Ong 4y hoi giéng con chudt."
Bon kia déu cong nhén, mic di Benjamin nhdn manh 1a 6ng Onimous c6 nhiing ning luc phi thuong.

"Minh d4 nghi la con Hat Pau chét chic,” n6 noi, "nhung 6ng Onimous chi can dit hai ban tay ngd ngd cua éng 1én nguoi Hat Pau
14 n6 khoe lai lién. Xong miy con méo ctr di vong quanh Hat Dau dé giit 4&m cho no, du bon chiing khong thich cho."

"Bon chiing ciing khong thich em," Billy ling ling n6i. "Tha vat luén thich em, nhung bon chung thikhong."

Charlie chot nh¢ ra. "Billy ¢6 thé hiéu dugc loai vat," né néi voi Benjamin. "B ¢6 mudn Billy tro chuyén voi Hat Pau khong? N6 ¢

thé néi cho tui minh biét thue su chuyén gida xay ra."
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Benjamin nghi nghi hodc hodc. N6 nhin Billy mot cach la 1Am. "Billy ciing 1a ngudi cé phép thuat gidng nhu bd phai khong?" né hoi
Charlie.

"U," Charlie ¢ap. "Em lam dugc, phai khong Billy?"

Thang bé gat dau.

"Puoc roi." Benjamin dan hai dira kia quay lai phong khach. O d¢6, Hat Pau dang liém nhitng mong vubt bi thwong cta né. N6 ¢6 vé
nhu hoi so Billy, nhung khi thing bé bach tang bit dau phat ra nhiing tiéng ngdmnga, amr nghe rit budn cudi thi con cho tré nén thu
gidn han. N6 vénh tai 1én va ling nghe.

Khi Billy ngirg 4mir thi con Hat Pau bt ddu noi, hay dung hon, né rir rir, sau d6 n6 budéng mot tiéng rén mét moi va nim xudng.

"Sa0?" Charlie hap tp. "Né néi gi vay?"

"N6 n6iné bi mot con séitan cong," Billy dap.

"Cai gi?" Benjamin kéu 1én.

"o khong phai la mot con s6i binh thudng," Billy tiép. "Po6 vira 1a mot thing bé vira 1a mot con s6i. Emnghiy Hat BPau mudn noi do
1 mot thang bé bién thanh s61i."
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Chuong 18
Tén Gidn Diép Téi Nghiép
"T roi!" Benjamin roi phich xuéng ghé. "Mét con s6il"
"T

"Phai la mdt dura trong dam c6 phép thuat," Charlie qua quyét. "Chic chin. Mot nam sinh nao d6 c6 tai bién thanh s6i — mot loai ma
s6i. Va ba Eustacia ¢ md ctra cho nd v dé no téng con Hat Pau khoi ctra ting hidm. Ba 4y nghi cai thung cia tién si Tolly van con & dudi
ham."

"Chur n6 khong con & d6 sao?" Billy budt miéng.

Hai dtra quay lai nhin Billy. Liéu chiing c6 thé tin tuéng Billy khong? Chung phai tin né théi, Charlie nhan thay nhu vy, boi vingay
mai ca bon s& cung nhau dén Mai Am Gia Pinh Gunn. Chung khong thé dé Billy lai.

"Cai thung cua tién siTolly dé & chd khac rdi," Charlie dap. "V& nha anh s& ké chuyén cai thung cho emnghe sau."

Lic chia tay, Benjamin trong rat phan khai, ding ¢ bac thém vay tay chao ca dam. Me né budc ra, cling vay tay, roi khoac vai
Benjamin, hai m¢ con cung nhau quay v6 nha.

"Ong c4u Paton ctia anh qua 14 tai," Charlie ty hao néi véi Billy. "Mai miy ngay cudi tuan rdi Benjamin méi duoc gip lai ba ma. Téi
anh ciing con khong nhé me ctia Ben trong thé nao nira."

"Emsip c6 ba me mdi roi d6," Billy khoe.
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"That khong? Tuyét! Em kiém duoc hdinao vay?" Charlie hoi.

"0, m6i hom kia thoi," Billy dap. "Chi can em... ngoan."

"Thé thianh s& giup emkhéng roi vo miy chuyén ric roi trong trudng minh," Charlie hira.

T6ihom do trude khi di ngu, Charlie ban véi Billy nhing viéc ma n6 hy vong s& xay ra vao ngay homsau.
"Nhung Emilia s& lam gi khi chi dy tinh lai r6i?" Billy hoi.

"Bon anh khong biét," Charlie tht nhan. "Bon anh thim chi con khong biét n6 d6 co dung la Emilia Tolly khong, hodc n6 c6 chiu
dén Mai Am Gia Dinh Gunn khong. Bay gid chi biét trong cdy ¢ Olivia thoi."

Ba me Olivia rat chiéu con. Khi ¢ nang néi ring phai di gdp mot ban gai tén la Emilia Moon, séng & duong Washford, cach xa nhiéu
dim, thi me Olivia lién ché n6 dén nha Emilia, va dong ¥ s& dén ca hai dira & Mai Am Gia Pinh Gunn luc 5 gio chiéu.

"Cé cAn me vd nha Emilia v&i con khong?" Tur trong xe, me Olivia n6i vong ra.
Olivia dimg bén cong mjt ngdinha c6 tén la Anh Tring. N6 vy tay:
"Khong cin dau me oi. Con vo duge ma."

Nhung ba \ertigo cling chd cho dén khinhin thay Olivia nhan chuéng. Mot phu nit toc hoa rimra m cira, khi d6 ba Vertigo méi
chao 16n, "Tammm... biiééttt!" va lai xe di.

"Can gi?" ngudi phu nit toc xam hoi Olivia.
"Chau dén gap Emilia," Olivia dap. "Ban 4y c6 moi chau."
"Emilia khong bao gid moi ai ca." Ngudi phu nit gdy com, vé mit cau c6 khong thém moi Olivia vé nha.

"A, chic 1a ban 4y quén ri," Olivia nhanh miéng. "Béac khong thé dé chau ra vé bay gid dau vi me chau vira di xong, ma nha chau ¢
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cach day nhiéu dam."
"Xi!" Ba ta nghién hai hamring vao nhau. "Emilia!" ba ta hét. "Ra day!"
"May d3 mdi con bé nay dén day ha?" ba ta chat van.
Olivia vay tay rdi rit va mim cudi véi Emilia cho dén khi co bé nay dap, "Da."
"May khong c6 quyén," ba ta buc doc. "Théi thi chung may vo di," ba ta n6i mot cach guong ép.

Olivia budc vé6 mdt ngdinha lanh 180, va gon gang mdt cach khac thuong. Emilia mim cudi fu xiu v6ino rdi di trude, ddn dudng lén
ldu, v6 phong riéng. P6 1a mot cin phong kha budn té. Khong co tranh anh gi trén tudng hét, va tat ca moi dd dac ctia Emilia déu bi téng
hét vo nhimg ngin kéo tii to tuéng hay nhiing tii Am tudng. Trén giwong trai mot timmén trang, sach s&, va ngdi chomhémtrén gdila
mdt chti vit nhdi bong trong ciing tuom tat not.

"Dé thuong qué ha," Olivia n6i chi dé cho ¢6 chuyén ma thoi.
Emilia mim cudi.

"Tui minh ra ngoai di?" Olivia dé nghi.

"Ngoai vuon chéc c6 nhiéu tht hay hon."

Emilia dong ¥.

Khu vuon gdmmdt bai cé ngan nap, cé nhimg bui cay bui rip rap bao quanh. Pang sau mot chiéc ghé xich du & cubi vuon, Olivia
phét hién mot bic tuong trong day htra hen.

"Bén kia burc tuong la gi vay?" nd héi Emilia.
"Chi la mot ngd hém," Emilia ¢ap. "N6 dan ra duong cai."
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"Tyi minh leo qua do6 di."
"Chi vay?"

"Vité mudn cho ding 4y xem mot thu," Olivia noi. "Rat dic biét. T khong thé noi cho bo biét ddy Ia cai gi, nhung n6 dang & trong
nha Fidelio Gunn."

"C6 lira gat khong ddy?" Emilia 16 vé lo ling.

"Emilia, tin t& di," Olivia trin an. " T4 1a ban cia dang dy ma."

Giong néi du duong cua Olivia c6 sirc thuyét phuc dén do, mot loang sau Emilia d4 leo qua tudng.
"Tuiminh s& quay vé truéc khi me ding 4y phat hién ra," Olivia hira.

Trong lac d6, & trén gac mai & Mai Am Gia Dinh Gunn, Fidelio, Charlie, Benjamin, va Billy dang top tép nhai dia banh mi kep thir hai.
Chung ngdi trén déng hop va thung dung nhac cu, giira tiéng nhac doi tung bing tir dudi nha.

Charlie quyét dinh an chidé cho khéi lo nghi. Liéu viéc n6 dang lam c6 ding dén khong? Olivia ¢ timra nha Fidelio khong? Emilia
¢6 tinh lai khong? Va ngd nhd nho do lai kéu thét, phan tng dir doi, hay ngit xiu... hay.. bién thanh mot cai gi d6 thi sao? Bién thanh mot
con chim chang han?

Nghi t6i 6, Charlie nhén mot miéng banh khac.

"Me anh la ca sTma lam banh mi kep ngon tuyét," n6 vira bao Fidelio vira nhip nhap mot miéng chudi chambo dau phong.

"Fidelio!" 6ng Gun hat vang tir dudi hanh lang. "C6 hai ¢6 nwong mubn gap con dé!"

"Bao hai ban ay vo diba!" Fidelio néi to.

"Lén dihai con, ting trén cung, phia bén phai, coi chimg dung dau, va dimg nhay 16 ¢o!" 6ng Gunn hat.
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Olivia bat cudi hi hi, nhung Emilia im ling. Ma Charlie ciing khong chic c6 phai la Emilia im ling khong, vi c6 qué nhiéu tiéng 6n
trong vuong qubc dmnhac nay.

"Bon t& day!" Olivia vira néi vira simsép di vo phong.

Emilia theo sau. Trong con bé c6 vé bdi rdi, nhung khong c6 vé gi so hii.

"Olivia d4 giai thich roi chi?" Charlie hoi Emilia.

"Ban 4y c6 mot thir gi d6 dé chi cho t6i xem," Emilia chdm chap néi.

"Dlng vay. N la mot thir do ba bd ché ra," Charlie noi.

Emilia nhiu may. "Ba t6i 1 mot nhan vién ké toan. Ong iy khong ché d6 vat gi hét."

"A, thyc ra thi, ba ciia em Ia mot nha phat minh sang ché ddy," Fidelio n6i. "Nhung 6ng d mit va dé lai cho em cai thung nay." N6
chi v6 cai thung bang kim loai nam gitra phong.

"Lamsao anh biét?" Emilia hoi, nép nhiu may ctia con bé han sau hon.
Fidelio nhin Charlie, va Charlie tiép 101, "Moi viéc xay ra tir khi minh gip c6 cia bo."
"Toi cd mdt nguoi co? Toikhong bao gior biét 1a minh c6 mot ngudi co ca."

"Co Ay la mot ngudi rét tot. Sudt miy nam qua c6 4y chi mong gip lai bd." Charlie n6i véi Emilia. "C6 4y dua cho minh céi thung nay,
sau d6 tui minh kham phé ra trong d6 ¢6 cai thir lam... um... 1Am b tinh lai."

Emilia trong cang hoang mang ton. Olivia ngdi xuéng mot chiéc ruong 16n va kéo Emilia ngdi xudng ké minh.
"Chuyén d4u s& c6 d6. Tuinay khong dé diéu gi té 1au xay ra cho bd dau," né noéi.

"Hoba ra la toi khong tinh tao ma t6i khong biét," Emilia 1am bam.
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" Anh nghi chiing ta nén lamngay di thoi," Fidelio thuc giuc. "Hét gio roi. Nhanh 1én, Charlie."
Charlie budc vé phia trude. N6 ré nhiing ngdn tay, that manh nhung that cAn than, 1én c4c miu ty bén hong céithung MUOI HAI

TIENG CHUONG CUA TOLLY. Khi 4n chit cudi cung, n6 nhin quanh phong. T4t ca moi nguoi dang nhin chdm chdm v6 ngoén tay n6. No
nhén thiy cip mic ciia Billy Raven mo to va toi sam, lap dy hét ca hai gong kinh tron, khién thang bé trong nhu mét hon.

Charlie 4n dén ky tu cudi cung, ndp thung bat mo, né ding qua mot bén va quan sat nét mit Emilia, nhung chinh Olivia lai la dira la
lén thang thdt. Mt Emilia van chi mang vé dam chiéu.

Khi chang hiép sivung guom Ién, tit ca bon déu nhay chom Ién, bat i ra sau, ké ca Emilia. Va rdi chuéng bit diu rung, cung tiéng
dan dong ca vang khip cin phong.

Trong mot thoang, Emilia nhu phai chiu mdt con dau quén quai. N6 cong vai lai, mot tay up 1én miéng. Rdi ndé nhimnghién mit, ngdi
phich 1én mot cai hop dan, nudc mét bat dau tudn I3 cha xudng hai ma.

Nhitng dira kia trd méit nhin, hoang so. Nudc mit Emilia chay thanh dong va no6 bat dau thut thit khong sao kim lai dugce. Than minh
né ngat ngudng dao tdi dao lui. N6 cir rén ri va thd dai cho dén khi chang hiép siha guom xudng va nga vo thung. Khi bai thanh ca két
thuc va tiéng chudng ngan Ién lan cudi thi Emilia im ling. Gio, ca hai tay n6 6m liy mit va toan than bat dong.

Khong dira nao c6 mit trong phong damnéi gi. Charlie dong cai thung lai, ty hoi phai lam gi tiép theo day.

Cubi cung Emilia n6i, tya nhu hut hoi, "Minh khong biét 1a hoa ra minh lai bt hanh dén thé. Sudt cudc doi minh dd phai séng véi
nhiing nguoi khong thuong yéu minh."

Olivia vong tay 6m quanh ngudi ban va noi, "S& dau vo do6 thoi, Emilia 4. By gid ding 4y s& hanh phuc. Riding 4y s& thdy,
Charlie, n6i cho Emilia nghe di."

Thé 1a Charlie ké cho Emilia nghe v& ngudi me toi nghiép da mit cua con bé, vé ba con bé, tién sitolly, nha phat minh sang ché. Ri
Charlie ké t6i ¢ Julia Ingledew, ngudi sdng trong mot tiémsach va luén mong gip Emilia, mong duge chimsdc con bé mai mai. Cubi

cung, Charlie ké cho Emilia vé diéu ky la nhét.
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"Ba bd n6i 1a bd biét bay d6, Emilia. D6 1 Iy do tai sao ngudi ta mudn bd & trong Hoc vién Bloor."
"Minh?" Emilia kinh ngac. "Minh d4u c6 biét bay."
"A, nhung bd da bay mot lan rdi," Charlie néi. "C6 1& viéc d6 chi xay ra khinio that cin ma thoi."
"Thi du nhu lic dang 4y hoang sg," Olivia cit nghia thém.
"Ngay mai minh s& din bd dén gip c6 ciia bd," Charlie n6i v6i Emilia.
"Nhung bang cach nao?" con bé lo ling.

"Minh s& kiém cach," Charlie tu tin n6i. "Bd phai biét 1a bd ¢ thé ra khoi gia dinh Moon bat ctr lic nao bd mudn, vi gio bd da biét
minh 1a ai."

Bt thinh linh, mdt tiéng goi véi Ién, xuyén qua tiéng hat, tiéng séo, tiéng trong, tiéng vicadmva tiéng duong cam...
"Ba Vertigo t&i!"
"Me té toi that ding lac," Olivia reo 1€n. "Nhanh 1én, Emilia"

Emilia di theo Olivia méng 1Au, noiba \ertigo dang say sua chuyén tro voiba Gunn. Trude su né'lng néc cua Olivia, me n6 danh bo
d& cau chuyén tha vi vé bénh phdi ciia minh dé 14i xe ché hai con bé vé lai ngd hém phai sau duong Washford.

Ba Vertigo rit ngac nhién khi thiy Olivia va Emilia leo qua tudng, nhung ba ciing lam theo yéu cau Ia ctr l4i xe di vong ra truéc nha va
cho Olivia dira tir cira trudc. Moi viée chi mat chimg hai phit.

"Me dung la mft ngdisao, me oi" Olivia vira ndi vira leo vo xe. "Moi thu déu hoan hao."
"Con sOng mdt cudc song s6iddng qua day, Olivia," ba Vertigo no6i. Trong thyc té ba ding la mdt ngdi sao. Mot ngdi sao dién anh.

Mit mot lac sau khi hai c6 bé di khoi, bén dira con trai vin ngdi im lang, khong biét néi gi. Charlie nhe ca nguoi khi thay ké hoach
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ctia chung d3 hoan thanh. Bay gi dén phan viée cia no 1a tim ra mot ngdinha thuc sy cho Emilia.
"Tyi minh lam gi véi cai thung bay gio?" Fidelio hoi.
"Anh tiép tuc giit n6 ¢ day dugc khong?" Charlie hoi. "Emnghi tui minh s& con can dén no."
"Dé chd anh thiné s& an toan," Fidelio khang dinh.

Billy Raven dung 1én. "Bay gio em phai quay vé day," né ndi. "Hoc vién s€ cho xe dén rudc em." Giong Billy hoi run run va né cui
gamxuong san khinoi.

Charlie tw hoi khong biét c6 phai thing nho bi bénh hay khong. N6 dong y dan Billy vé& nha ngay lap tirc. Da dén gio Fidelio phai tap
dan vicam, va khiba thang bé vira budc ra khoi Mai Am Gia Dinh Gunn, chiing da nghe thay ban minh gép phan lamtiéng 6n da 6n cang
on thém.

Trong lic rdo bo tréd lai dudng Filbert, Charlie va Billy, mbi dtra chim trong nhitng suy nghi ctia riéng minh, nhung Benjamin thi vira
nhay chan sdo, vira huyt gio, vira tia lia chuyén trd, ham ho duoc tro vé vdi ba ma va con ché quy gia cua no.

Mot chiéc xe hoi den dau bén ngoaican nha $6 9. Bon nhéc bude lai, vira hé méit nhin qua ctra kinh xe mau kho6iam thi cira xe bat mo
ngay, mot cay gay kiéu co diéu dang vut ra, khoi manh vé dau gbi Charlie.

Uida!" n6 nhdy ra sau. "Aitrong d6 vay Billy?"
"Chic chin cu Bloor roi," n6 dap.

C6 diéu gi d6 khién Charlie bdng lo ling. "Billy, em s& khong néi voi ai vé Emilia cht?" né hoi. "S& khong dé ai biét vu nay cho t6i
khi tuinay xong viéc nha."

Billy lic dau.
Charlie din Billy v6 nha ldy gio xich. Sau 16i cdm on qua quyt v&i ngoai Maisie va c6 Bone, Billy chay ra va chui vo chiéc xe hoi den.
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"Théng bé thiét ky la," ngoai Maisie nhan xét khi chiéc xe mau den chuyén banh, o1 khoi vé duong.
Emilia Moon nam trén giwdng trong cin phong tring, ngin nip ciia minh.

"Emilia Tolly," n6 lam bam.

No lap lai cai tén va két luan 1a thich cai tén d6 hon tén Emilia Moon nhiéu.

Pién thoai trong hanh lang reo may hdi. That bat thudong. Gia dinh Moon khong bao gio ¢6 dién thoai goi dén vao ban dém ca.
Nhung Emilia chang quan tam t&i diéu d¢6. N6 dang qua phan khich. Truéc nay né chua bao gio cam thay thuc su phan khich diéu gi.
Cudc sdng ciia n6 nhat nhéo, lanh ling va né nép. Khong cai gi c6 thé dmnd ngac nhién hay thich tha. Thé rdi bat thinh linh, tt ca déu
thay doi.

"Bay gid minh 1a Emma," n6 thi thim.

Cira phong bat ngd xich mé va ba Moon tho dau vo.

"Thay quéan 4o va sap xép dd dac. Chung ta phai dingay."

"Pi dau?" Emma lo ling hoi.

"Trd v& Hoc vién. Vira ¢6 dién thoai"

"Taisao?" Emma hoi. Phai chiang ho da phat hién ra viéc né t6i Mai Am Gia Binh Gunn?
"May da pham luat, Emilia," ba Moon lanh ling n6i. "Nao, le 1én."

V6i ddi tay run rdy, Emilia mic quén 4o va di )cuéng ldu. Ba Moon chop liy canh tay n6 va 16ira xe, & d6 ong Moon, gﬁy com, deo
kinh, dang ngdi cho bén tay lai. Emma cling céi thi cia n bi tong vo ghé sau va ho lai xe di thang.

Hoc vién Bloor ¢ bén ngoai trong rat bé thé va dﬁy hamdoa. Duy chi c6 mot qué“mg sang & trén dinh cua toa nha cao, con lai tAt ca
déu chim trong tinh ling va hoang ving.
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Emma di giita hai 6ng ba Moon, bing qua céi sdn gach va budc 1én nhimng bac thang rong. Ong Moon giat s¢i day xich treo bén
héong canh cong khong 16, va mot tiéng chudng rung lén & dau d6, sau trong toa nha.

Tim Emma thot lai khi Manfred ra mo cira. N6 ¢6 né khoi d6i mit den nhu than ctia Manfred, nghirang s& gip phai mot ci nhin
khung khiép, lam cimg ca ngudi. Nhung Manfred thdm chi con khéng mudn ngé t6i Emma.

"Camon," hin noi vai ong ba Moon. "V6 di, Emilia!"

"Tambiét, Emilia," ba Moon néi. Ba ta dt cai tti ciia Emilia xudng san, sat chan no. "Phai ngoan ngoan day."
Nhimng canh cdng ning né déng lai va Emma chi con lai mot minh véi Manfred.

"Taisao anh lai dem t6i téi ddy," né hoi, "vao giita dém hom khuya khodt nhu thé nay?"

"May da pham luét, dang chua, Emilia? May phai bi trung phat."

Bbng nhién Emma cam thdy minh diing camhan 1én. D6 1a cam gidc rit ky la. N6 ciing nhan thdy minh dang gian di.
"T61khong phaila Emilia," né ciing giong. "T6i1a Emma Tolly."

Manfred cudito. D6 1a thir am thanh kinh khung va quy quyét.

"Ching miy chbc bon tao s& tong 161 n6i bay ba d6 ra khoi ngudi may, Emma Tolly! Tao chua bao gio nghe dén cai thir rac rudi do.
Cim gi6 1én 1di di theo tao."

Mot diéu gi d6 bén trong Emma muén chéng tra, nhung n6 khong biét minh c6 thé chdng lai nhu thé nao. N6 chi cé mot minh véi
Manfred, theo nhu né nhén dinh. C6 thé Iat nita n s& kiémra cich ma tdu thodt.

Manfred d4n né qua nhiing hanh lang ma n6 chua bao gio thiy, di Ién nhitng ciu thang xoén dc chét hep, nguy hiém, va ngang qua
nhiing cin phong tréng rng gidng ddy mang nhén. Hai tay hin cam hai chiéc dén 16ng, nhung Emma hau nhu chiang thdy dugc minh
dang di dau. Ro rang khong c6 dién dom gi trong khu vuc nay cua toa nha. Nhimg con doi kéu chin chit va bay chap chéi qua lai khiap
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tran nha myc nat, va gioé rén ri qua nhiing ctra s6 vd. Cudi cung, ching dén mdt can phong nhd, c6 mdt chi€c giwong ké sat vach tuong.
Trén d6 c6 mot chiec goi va mdt tam mén, ngoaira khong cogi khac. Nén nha trong tron, vach tuong la nhiing phién da khong 10.

Manfred dit mot chiéc dén 1dng xudng nén nha.
"Khuya! Khuya roi!" han noi. "Nga ngon, Emilia Moon."

Hin ta dong canh cira nang né lai sau lung, va Emma nghe thdy mot tiéng "tach" 16n khi chia khéa xoay trong 6. Khinhimng budc
chén cia Manfred xa ddn, né thir mé cira. Cira khéa, dting nhu n6 nghi.

Emma ngdi lén giuong. Khong khoc. Né di khoc du cho mot ngay rdi. N6 ctr ngdi dé va nghi mién man vé nhimg diéu tuyét voima
ot cude no sé& khong bao gio co lai dugce nita: ngudi co tot bung, nhitng nguoi ban, cudc phi€u luu, va cam giadc hanh phuc tuyét voi do.

"Moingudi s& nghila minh di bién mét," né 1imbam, "va s& khong ai tim thay minh."

N6 nhin quanh gian phong giamban thiu va dang s¢. L& nao minh bj giam & ddy mai mii? Cho dén khi minh gia?

"Khéng," n6 tw nhi. "By gio minh 1a Emma Tolly, va Emma s& khong chiu nhu thé. Emma Ia ngudi bén bi."

V6i suy nghidé nd nhay 1én va ly hét strc binh sinh ma kéu gao.

"Ciru! Ciru! Cru t61 voi!"

N6 nghe thay giong minh vang doi qua nhitng phong trong phia bén kia canh cira. Nhung khong c6 tiéng tra 1oi.

Thé nén Emma lai gao thét lan nira, va 1an nay né dap ctra dmam. N6 rung, gd va da tibui vo canh ctra cho dén khi miy ngén chan
bamtim va khép ddt ngon tay tay do, trdy da. Va rdiné bo cudce, leo 1én nam trén chiée giwong chat hep, kiét stc vinhing ¢b gang cia
minh.

N6 vira dinh nhdm miét thi chot c6 tiéng cot ket nho nhé ngoai cira. Emma ngdi ddy. Chia khéa tra quay trong 6, chét ctra duoc kéo ra
va canh cira mé bung.
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Emma lao ra khéi phong va nhin ra. Khong thiy ai ca. N6 cAm chiéc dén 10ng 1én va roi dén ra hanh lanh phia ngoai. Khong c6 ai—
khong c6 gi—néu khong ké lii doi dang treo minh trén xa ngang. Doi khong thé mo cira duoc, Emma nghi.

Gio dén 16ng 1én cao hét mirc, né bit diu bude xudng hanh lang.
"Aid6?" no thitham. "Aicho téira vay?" lan nay n6 khong néito, sg Manfred hing hé quay lai.

Dén cudi hanh lang, Emma dung phai mot cau thang. N6 bat dau than trong leo xudng. Dudi chan cau thang, cac hanh lang r& nhanh
qua trai va qua phai. Emma chan chir roi r& phai. Cai mui that kinh tém. Nhitng ludng khi chap chon xi ra tir cac vach tudong, va né tu hoi
phai chang d6 lIa nguyén nhan gy ra cai mui ghé tomnay.

R&in6 nhin thiy con quai vat. Hay d6 1a mot con ché? N6 hin tit va béo phi, nhu mot cai gdi ke 1én nhitng cang chan ngén ngi, va
c4i mit né hinh nhu dang bién mit hét, chi con mot cai miii vong xubng.

Emma thé gép va co ram ngudi vao tudng. Nhung con ché khong trong thiy nd. N6 toan 1én di hudng khac thi mot giong rit 1én:
"Pung lai, con kia! Quay lai!"

Trudc khibo chay, Emma quay lai nhin that le. N6 thay mot ngudi dan 6ng ngdi trong xe lin. Lio gia dén mirc guong mit chi con nhu
mot cai hop so. Lio quang mot chiée khin san trén vai va mai toc tring dai thoi xudng nhu sap tir chiéc miii ludi trai bang len.

"N6 chay 16i!" 1d0 ht 1én. "Con ranh con cta thang phat minh! Manfred, tom Iy no!"

C6 nén tiéng hét, Emma bo chay. N6 lao bira Ién cau thang, chiéc dén 1ong va dap vé tudng. N6 chay doc theo hanh lang, a0 v6 mot
cin phong trong nhu xi lim, d6ng sap ctra lai sau lung. Rdiné cho doi, biét rang chut xiu nira thoi dicu toi té s& xay ra.

Khong lau sau, khuon mit tirc tdi cia Manfred nhin cham chu qua ctra.
"A, miy day roi," hin ha hé, "Tét hon tir sau ding c6 thir nhu thé nita nghe chua."
Hén dong sim ctra, khoa lai.
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"Tao dang gii chia khoa, vi thé dimg nghila may c6 thé cho né lot ra lan nita diy. Néu gay thém phién phtc nao nita thi may s&
khong c6 mirt trong mdt tuan."

R6 rang 14 hian khong noi diéu d6 véi Emma.

C6 cai gi d6 dap manh vo tuong va Manfred hét 1én, "Dung lai!"
Mot canh cua khac dong sAm, sau d6 1a thinh lang.

Emma nhoén chan dira cua.

"Aid6?" n6 hoi. Khong co tiéng tra 1oi.

"Xin 16i vi da lamban gap ric rdi," Bmma noi.

Van khong c6 tiéng tra 16i. néu c6 bat cir ai d ngoai d6 thi ngudi iy hodc ciing da bo di, hodc mén mirt quan trong dén ndi ngudi dy
khong mudn mao hiém dé bi tudc mit.

"A, du sao dinita cling camon ban vida co gitp t6i," Emma noi.

N6 ngdi lai Ién giwong. Nén trong dén 1dng cia nd di sip chay hét, va no kho ma chiu duge ¥ nghi phai ¢ trong bong dém mit ming
ctia cin phong lanh 180, gai ngudi d6. N6 chong chong nhin 1én nhiing birc tuong xam xit, vé hian hoc, va rdi, trong anh nén sip lui, n6
nhén thiy mot cira s6 nho sau chiéc givdng. Néu né leo 1én gdi thi co thé v&i tdi, tuy nhién né biét ctra s6 chéc chin phai & cao bén trén.
Cao ldm, va n6 khong thé nhay xudng dat duoc.

"Charlie néi la minh biét bay," n6 lam bam.

Khi n6i nhirng 161 nay, nhimg ngoén tay ciia Emma bat dau té t&, va mt cam gic gian gidt chuyén qua hai canh tay né, khién chiing
nhu khong co trong lugng.

Ong cau Paton Yewbeam dang 1am chuyén rao bé démhom cia minh. Ong ¢d ¥ sai nhitng bude that dai, nhung tam tri thi rdi boi.
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Mot mit 6ng camthay lac quan. Cudi cing thi ong ciing di bt dau dan xép cho moi chuyén dau vao diy, va cac ba chi cia 6ng ciing da
biét ra vi tri ciia 6ng & dau.

Mot bong dén nd tung khi Ong cdu di ngang qua mot cot dén. VAn tiéng thay tinh lanh canh roi nhu thudng 16. Nhung rdi con ¢6
mot am thanh khac: tiéng nhing budc chan 1op cop, nhé nhe. Ong ciu Paton thé dai, nhung khong quay lai nhin. Néu ai d6 dang di theo
ong thi cir dé ho theo. Ho ciing cha tim thém dugc bang ching gi dau. Ong thi thim mot minh.

"Gia ma ta dimg nang nic moi bita téi ¢6. Phai chi hai dtra ctr  nha, ding bita trong 4nh nén thoi... C6 ay chic nghita la thang
khing. Quén c6 Ay di, Paton a. C6 4y s& khong bao gio tha thi cho mi dau."

Ong cau Paton chot nhén ra nhitng budc chan kia da bat kip minh. Mot ¢6 bé dibén canh Ong cau c6 bé c6 khuén mit nhot nhat.
No xinh, mai toc dai hoe vang, hoi bu xi.

"Chau xin 161," ¢6 bé rut ré. "Ong c6 thé chi cho chau duong dén tiémsach Ingledew dugc khong a?"
"Ta nghi 1a duge," Ong cdu dap. "Ta tin Ia ta dang trén dudng ti do."

"0, tot qua," ¢6 bé mimng 5. "Tén chau la Emma Tolly."
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CHARLIE BONE LUC NUA PEM
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Chuong 19

Vua Dé

Khi 6ng céu Paton bdm chudng tiémsach c6 Ingledew thi da 12 gio rudi dém. T4t nhién 1a khong ai 1én tiéng. Nhung Ong cau Paton
mot lan tinh co biét dwoc 1a ¢6 Julia Ingledew thuong dingu rat tré. C6 néi ring minh thuong doc sach dén hai gio sang. Ong céu nhin
chudng lan nira.

K

Canh cira s6 phia trén cao cot ket mo ra, va ¢ Julia Ingledew ngé ra ngoai.

"Aido6?" co gidn dit hoi.

Rdi ¢6 nhin thdy Ong cau Paton. "O, ra 1a anh. Chon gid dén goi cira méi hay lamsao."

"Julia... ... ¢6 Ingledew, thuc ra thi khong phai toi. O, ding hon d6 1 téi... &... nhung c6 mdt ngudi nita mudn gip co."
Ong cau Paton budc lii khoi cira, nhe nhang kéo Emma lai gn minh.

"Tén c6 bé la Emma Tolly."

"Cai gi? Toi khong... Toi khong thé..."

Ctra s6 dong ap lai. Rdi tiéng nhiing budc chan voi khua xudng ciu thang rung kén ket. Cira 16n mo toang, cung véi mot tiéng kinh
coong.

eBook by Pao Tiéu Vii



Tai eBook tai: www.dtv-ebook.com

"Con chao c6!" Emma cat ti€éng.

"Nancy? Oi, con giéng Nancy qua," c¢6 Ingledew khoc nic 16n. "Vé di, v6 di con, va ca anh nita, Paton. O, khong thé tin ndi. Toi
chi... 8, troi oi. Toi biét noisao day."

C6 Julia kéo Emma v6 trong ti€m sach. C6 nhin n6 khong roi mét, ¢t s& toc, vudt ma rdi 6m chat léy nd.

"La con that roi. Oi chao, Emma, chuyén nay 1a thé nao?"

"Con di tinh r6i," Emma n6i. "Charlie Bone va cac ban ctia ban 4y da gitip con, va cai dng tot bung nay dan con toi day."
"Camon anh, Paton," c6 Julia cdam ddng. "Moinguoi laiddy dung mdt tach tra hay mon gi d6 nao. Vu nay phai an ming thoi."

C6 dan ho v6 cian phong 4m cing sau tiémsach. Emma chim chu ngdm céac ké ddy nhiing cudn sach day cop, tua phu nhii vang,
16ng lanh trong 4nh sang md diu. C6 bé hit mui gidy cii, mii da thudc, mii myc in, va thé hit ra mot cai rd dai, xong tuyén bd ring day 1a
cin phong tuyét voinhat trén doi.

"N6 s€ la nha ctia con day, Emma," c6 Ingledew sung sudng néi. "Néu moi chuyén xudi chéo mat mai. Trir phi con muon 6 lai voi
nhiing ngudi da nhan nudi con hoi trude..."

"Khoéng, khong, khong!" Emma hét 1én. "Con khong bao gid mudn trong thay cin nha khing khiép d6 nira."

"Con phai ké véi co tat ca vé can nha d6 day," c¢6 Ingledew no6i. "C6 muodn biét tat ca moi thur. Con anh, Paton, tdi cam doan anh con
nhi€u viéc phailam vdi vy nay lam. Moingoi, xin moi ngoi."

C6 cubng quit chay khiap phong, thu don sach bao trén nhimng cai ghé, vd cho gbi phdng 1én, va phui bui cac chao dén.

Mot gio sau, Ong cdu Paton da trén duong v& nha. C)ng huyt gi6 mét di€u nhac vui tuoi, trong khi dén duong chap chon va nd 16p
bdp trén ddu. Chua bao giv Ong cdu vuinhu thé nay, ké tir nim lén bay.

Sang sém chu nhat, Charlie thirc day, thdy Ong c4u dang ding & cudi givong.
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"Tin néng hdi ddy, Charlie,"” Ong cu Paton noi. "Ta ching chop mit dugc chit nao. Emma Tolly dang ¢ nha ¢6 cta nd, va sip toi tui
ta s& phai dambao la con bé dugc ¢ d6."

Charlie ngdi bat day.
"Piu dudira sao a?" nd nén ndng.

Ong cau Paton ké cho n6 nghe viéc gia dinh Moon d3 dua Emma v6 hoc vién giita dém khuya ra sao. Va Manfred di khoa cira nhét
con bé nhu thé nao.

"Nhung né thoat ra duoc." Charlie tiép.

"0," Ong cau Paton thing thinh néi. "Va hién thoi con bé s& khong néiné thoat ra bang cach nao. Nhung, Charlie a, c6 nguoi da
danh hoi duoc vé cudc thu nghiém cua may, c6 dua da phan bdi may, va ta nghimay nén kiém xem dira d6 1a ai"

Charlie c6 mot cam giac khung khiép 1a né biét ngudi nay. D6 khong thé 1a Benjamin, Fidelio, hay tham chi 1a Olivia dugc. N6 tin
tuong ca ba dira d6 bang ca mang sdng ctia nd. Chi con lai Billy Raven ma thoi.

"P6 1a Billy Raven," né néi. "Con thay toi nghiép n6 qua, Ong cdu Paton a. N6 chang c6 gia dinh gi ca, theo con thiné dang so hai
mot didu gi d6. Ong cu co thiy chiéc xe hoi dén don n6 khong? Kinh xe mau khoi, va co ngudi trong xe tho gy ra danh con."

"Caildo gia," Ong cau Paton lambam.
"Lio gia nao a? Y éng céu d6 1a ong cb cia Manfred?"
"Ta ¢6 vai tht mudn cho may xem, Charlie 4. Sau bira sang t&i gip ta nhé."

Charlie thay d6 va chay xubng an sang. N6 ngac nhién khi thiy noi Bone & trong bép, va ngac nhién hon nitakhi ba lai con mim cuoi
lic n6 cdm cti dn xac xich va trimg chién. Charlie e dé. N6 ctr nghiné s& phai nhan mot bai gido huin vé vy pham luat chir; nhung hinh
nhu ba n6in6 chua biét chuyén Emma Tolly da trén thoat.
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Ngay khi bita an chdm dut, Charlie v 16n lau va g& cira phong Ong cau.
"V6 di, Charlie," giong C)ng céu Paton khong c6 vé mét moi va gian dit nia.

Charlie gan nhu khong mé dugc cira nita. Sich nam la liét dudi san nha. N6 phainhon chan lach vo giira nhimg khoang tréng, trong
khi Ong cau Paton chi duong cho no.

"Khong phai & 6. U, ding 1di... Chii y chd d6, Charlie! Ta khong mudn mét chd ta dang ngdi dau."

"C6 chuyén gi vdy, Ong cau Paton?" Charlie hoi, ngdi xudng mot khoang tréng nho, ngay gitta mot dong bao chat ngang giwong
ciia Ong cau.

"C6 lan may hoita vé Vua Do, phai khong Charlie? Va ta vira kham phé ra... nhimg khdm pha quan trong. C6 Ingledew di giup ta
kiémra vai cudn sach trong s6 nay."

Ong cdu chinhiing cudn sach khong 15, trong nhu d6 ¢6 & bén canh ban."Sach viét bang tiéng nudc khac a?" Charlie hoi.

"Nhiéu tht tiéng lim. Gio nghe nhé. Vua D6 da dén ving dao nay, tirc dao Anh Quéc, vao khoang thé ky thir 13. Ngudi ta noéi éng
dén tir chau Phi, nhung tir viing nio cua chau Phi thi ta khong chic. Ong dugc goila “Vua P6’, vi dng mic chiéc 4o ching do tuoi va co
mot mit troi d6 ruc trén tim khién ctia 6ng. Mot trong nhimg nguoi dong hanh véi ong 1a mdt higp sidén tir Toledo, thanh phd cua
nhiing thanh guom bau. Vua Do Iy con géi cua hiép si, nhung dang budn 1a ba di qua doi khi dira con thir muoi ciia ho chao doi.

"Vua D6 roi lau dai ciia minh va di chu du khap ving, dé thuong khoc vo. Co nhidu truyén thuyét vé nhimg viéc lamky la ciia ong
trong khoang thoi gian nay: nhimg con bio do 6ng gay ra, tai chita bénh ciia Ong, tai tién doan chinh xac nhimng su kién twong lai. O day
ghi..."

Ong cau Paton 6m cudn sach trai lén duiva doc, "... thé nay: ‘Vua Po, bang con mét den ctia minh, c6 thé tudc quyén ning cua bét
ky ké thu nao’. Noi cach khac, 6ng c6 thé thoi mién."

Ong cau Paton dit cudn sach xuéng. "Ta c6 thé trich din hang tram sy kién vé nhiing vu viéc bi in, nhung tom lai thi, Vua Do 1a mt
phu thuy."
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"Va tat ca nhimg ngudi cé phép thudt nhu ching ta 1a do it nhiéu dwoc thira huong tir 5ng?" Charlie hoi.
"DPing. Nhung chuyén dén d6 chua hét."
Ong cau Paton chom ngudi ra trude, mot tay chéng cam va ngé Charlie dam dam.

"Vivua nay di vang mit khoi lau dai sudt 15 nim. Ong khong doai hoai dén nhimng dtra con. Chung da thira huong mot sb, chtr
khong phai toan bo, nhimng phép thuat ctia 6ng, theo nhidu cach khac nhau. Khi Vua Do tré vé, ong nhan ra cac con minh dang gay
chién."

"Gay chién?"

"Gay chién vé&inhiing ling giéng. Bon ching dung phép thuét ciia minh d¢é lira gat, lay cip, cudp béc, va giét choc. Dan ching gan
xa vo cung khiép so bon chung."

"Tat ca nhimg ngudi con clia ong déu xiu hét a?" Charlie thic méc.

"Khéng! Chinimké trong s6 ho ¢ da tam gianh quyén lyc. Nhimg ngudi con lai roi khoi lau dai - ho bién mit vao cac viing qué.
Tham chi c6 ngudi con dong thuyén budm téi nhitng mién dat la, hy vong thoat khoi nhimg ngudi anh em khiing khiép ciia minh. Chinh
ho ciing ngan ngai str dung phép thuat ma ho dugc ban cho. Nhung ho khong thé chay trén khoi chuyén do, Charlie 4, boi vi mdt s6 con
c4i ctia ho bdng tré nén hung ac; ma & doi, thudong thi con cai ciia nhitng ké 4c lai tré thanh ngudi tét. Chinh vi nhu thé ma cac gia dinh
clr mAi mai bi budc chit vao nhau, khong bao gio rii bé duge qua khtr ciia minh; va diéu d6 van con tiép tuc cho dén ngay nay. Ngay khi
mot gia dinh nghila minh d4 rira sach moi tdi 184, thi bat thinh linh, ho lai sinh ra mot ké xau xa, ding phép thuat dé cudp pha."

C)ng c4u Paton lic dau. "Biét bao canh huynh d¢€ tuong tan, biét bao su viée dau diu, va biét bao canh khdn cung."
"Con thiy ming vi minh 14 con mot," Charlie noi.

Ong cau Paton cuoi kha kha. "Néu chung ta lién két lai, thi cudi cing chung ta s& chién thing, Charlie!"

R6i ONg cdu nhudn ngudi, ngdi lai vo ban lam viée ctia minh.
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"Chu cha!" Charlie dimg phit day va bit diu cudc hanh trinh nhiéu khé biang qua sanh nha. Ra dén cira, n6 quay lai va noi:

"Chuyén gi da xay ra voi Vua Do vay, Ong cau Paton? Bo 6ng 4y khong dan xép ndi moi viée sao, vixemra ong dy c6 tat ca moi
quyén ning ma?"

"Ong 4y d3 qua tru trir," Ong cdu Paton nghiémnghinéi. "Péang Iy ra 6ng iy phai giét nhimg dira con 4c 6n di, nhung ong 4y lai
khéng lam duoc. Ciing v&i ba con bao, Vua D6 1oi khoi lau dai va khong bao gid ngudi ta thiy 6ng 4y nita. Mic du ¢ nhidu truyén
thuyét cho thdy 6ng ay dang lang vang v6 hinh ¢ cac viing qué khac nhau."

"Ong cdu chua bao gio ndi gi vé nhitng con bao ca," Charlie n6i.

"Chua a? O. Ta quén mat." Ong céu Paton nd mdt nu cudi bi hiém véi Charlie. "Chiéu nay ta s& dén tiém Ingledew dé gitip Julia lo
liéu viéc gilt bé Emma lai."

"Ong cu c6 nghila dugc khong? Emma c6 thé ¢ lai d6 mii méii khong?"

"Chung ta s& lam cho phai dugc. Gia dinh Bloor khong muén ca thé gioi biét ho da va dang lamnhimg diéu doi ban gi. Ho s& tir bo
Emma. Con vé6i gia dinh Moon, ho ching c6 vé gi la vui thich vai trd lam cha me ca."

Ong cdu Paton trong rat tu tin. Pung ra, trong Ong c4u nhu mot ngudi hoan toan méi.

Charlie d¢ 6ng cau & lai véinhimg cudn sach va bang qua dudng t&i nha Benjamin. That ngac nhién, khong c6 ai 6 nha sb 12, ca
con Hat Pau ciing khong. Dan dan Charlie nhan ra ring gia dinh Brown di ra ngoai ca mot ngay. Tt ca moi ngudi. Trude ddy diéu nay
chua hé xay ra. Benjamin luén luén & nha, bat ctr khinao Charlie mubn gip no.

Charlie di tho than ra cong vién, khong chimg Benjamin dan cho di dao lan dau tién ké tir khi bi tin cong cling nén, nhung chiang
thay bong dang nguoi va ché dau ca.

Khi vé nha, n6 thdy ngoai Maisie dang ngdi trén chiéc ghé xich du canh 16 sudi. "Ngoai cam thdy khong khoé, Charlie a," ngoai
Maisie néi. "Trua nay ngoai s€ khong an trua, ma chinga lung mdt chuat thoi."
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Chwa bao gio nghe ngoai noi nhu vdy. Ngoai Maisie khong bao gio bénh ca. Charlie nhin ba ngoai khé nhoc 1& budec khoi bép.
Chuyén gixay ra voiba vay?

An trua xong, Charlie va me tro chuyén rit lau vé Emma Tolly.
"Nghe nhu chuyén than tién vay," ba Amy thé phao. "Me hy vong cau chuyén s& c6 mot két thuc co hau."
"Emma khong phai la con nha Moon," Charlie gay gét. "Emma ghét ho. N6 1a chau ¢6 Ingledew ma."

"Nhung ho ¢6 thé chimng minh duoc diéu d6 khong?" ba Amy lic dau. "Aima tin chuyén thoi mién, véilai... hiép sisang choi,
chudng reo... va 1oi nhan cua tién siTolly co chir."

"Khong can. Ong ciu Paton bao gia dinh Bloor khong mudn ngudi khac biét ho da lamnhiing gi, vi thé ho s& bo cudc, khong tranh
d4u gi hét."

"Meg khong tin dau," ba Amy néi. "S& c6 ngudi phai tra gia vi nhiing viéc di xay ra. Can than day, Charlie."
"Me dung lo cho con, me a."

Sau bita trua, me Charlie phai di lam 6 tiémrau qua. Dé dong g6i hang nhu ba d3 htra vai tiém.

"Me dikhong lau dau, Charlie," me n6 diu dang. "Néu con cin githida c6 ngoai Maisie ¢ trén 1Au."

Cin nha that tinh ling. Ong cau Paton da ra ngoai. Ngé vé6 phong ngoai Maisie, Charlie thdy ngoai dang ngi mé mét. N6 nhe ludt
ngang qua phong ndi Bone. Tat nhién n6 ciing khong mudn lamba thic day. N6 chay qua nha s6 12 va thay gia dinh Brown van chua
vé. Bau khong khiyén dng va lanh budt, va khi Charlie bang qua duong trd vé thinhiing bong tuyét li ti rot xubng d4u trén dau noé.

Va 1diné trong thay ho: ba bong ngudi di rimrd trén phd. Cac ba ¢6 nha Yewbeam vai chen vai, nghénh ngang khong chiu chira 16i
di, va dé tranh ho, ngudi ta phai lach xudng long duong. Charlie dinh chay vé cong vién trudce khi ho trong thay no, nhung qua tré, ho di
tang tbe roi.
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Ho gip nhau bén ngoai ctra nha s 9.

"Charlie, tién qua di mat," ba c6 Lucretia x5i 16i. "Chuang ta mudn néi chuyén phiém déi chut."

"Chuyén riéng," ba c6 Eustacia thémvo.

"0," Charlie 4i ngai. Khi leo Ién cac buc thang, n6 nghe tiéng my ba co thi thao sau lung né.

Ba ba bu6c v6 hanh lang va vt nhing chiéc a0 khoac 4mIén canh tay Charlie.

"Tuyét gém ghiéc," ba c6 Venetia nhan xét khi bung bung nhitng mong tay dai lén toc Charlie.

"V6 day," ndi Bone goi véira tir phong sau. "Le 1én, Charlie. Bon ta khong c6 ca ngay dau."

"Con biét," Charlie noi giong moc may, "viba Lucretia 1a mdt giam thi va ba Eustacia a mot bao miu ma."

Hai ba c6 thay cho n nhiing céinhin kinh tom, nhung khong néi gi. Mot y nghi chot nay ra trong dau Charlie, rang n6 ¢ thé dé
dang chay a0 Ién lau, va khoa cira phong lai, nhung né quyét dinh nén nhan lay cai "chuyén phiém" phién phirc nay thi hon. Thé 1, n6
lam dung bén phén, treo nhiing chiéc 40 khoac 16ng chudt chiii Ién, va ngéi v0 ban, dbi dién v6iba ba c6 nha Yewbeam.

"Om, Charlie nay," ba c¢6 Lucretia mo 16i. "Gin day may ban ron lim phai khong?"

"Chd miii v6 nhitng chd may khong nén chd vo," ba co Eustacia thém.

"Ta hy vong may s& khong bién trd d6 thanh mdt thoi quen,” ndi Bone tiép.

"Em chéc n6 sé& khong thé dau chi," ba co Wenetia tho thé véi mdt nu cudi trong hét strc bénh.
Ba ta khoanh tay lai, ti lén ban, va tho cén cb daivé phia Charlie.

"Con chi dinh gitip mot ngudi ban nho thdi, phai khong, Charlie? Chiing ta biét tat ca vé Emma Tolly. Va chiing ta biét ¢6 thé tim
thay Muoi Hai Tiéng Chudng Cua Tolly ¢ d¢au. Cai thung d6 1a cia gido su Bloor, con biét d6."
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"Khéng phai," Charlie phan déi. "No 1a cia c6 Ingledew va cac ba s& khong ldy duoc no dau."

"Oi troi 0i!" ba ¢6 Venetia thinh linh gio tay 1én, gia bd nhu khiép sg. "Mot thang bé dir ton. Mudi Hai Tiéng Chudng Cia Tolly mudn
& dau thi 0. Chiing ta khong quan tdm dén n6 nira, ding khong cac ba?"

"Ching quan tdmtinao," ho ddng thanh.

Charlie khong tin ho. Muoi Hai Tiéng Chuéng Cia Tolly ¢6 vai tro danh thira Emma, va gan nhu khong c6 1y do gi dé ho giir cai
thung lai. Nhung trong tham tam, Charlie biét c6 mot ly do. Con mdt nguoi nira cin duge danh thice.

Dot nhién n6 budt miéng, "Ba con chua chét, cic ba biét ma."
Mit ngi Bone tring béch. "May néi gi vay?" ba thét Ién. "T4t nhién ba may chét roi."
"Khéng phai. Ba con chwa chét. Mot ngay nao d6 con s& tim thay ba."

"Dy la nhiing gi Ong ciu midy mém cho may d6 phai khong?" ba c6 Lucretia ging hoi. "Paton bi dién, may biét ddy, dién that sy. Ga
ching biét minh dang n6i gi hét. May camkhong duoc lién hé véi g nira."

"Hira di," ba c6 Eustacia gin giong.
"Khéng," Charlie cwong quyét.

N6i Bone giong nim tay xudng ban. Theo sau d6 la nhimg phut gidy im ling chét nguoi. Charlie nghi day 1a lic né nén di. N6 day
ghé ra sau va dimg day.

"Cho d6!" ba co Venetia hét Ién. "Ta c6 mot mon qua cho con, Charlie." Ba ta ctii xuéng va 16i mdt thir gi d6 ra khoi cai tii to bén
hong.

" Déy ! "

Mot g6i gidy mau nau trugt trén mit ban bong ling. Charlie thao l4i nhin céi géi.
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"Cai givay?" nd hoi.
"M¢ ra dil" ba co Venetia nhay mat v&ino.

Charlie nudt nuéc miéng. Chéc 1 thir gi d6 gom ghiée day. N6 kéo day va géi gidy bung ra, dé 16 mot chiéc ao chung xanh da troi
duogc gap lai.

"Mt chiéc 40 chung," Charlie néi. "Nhung con di c6 mdt cai roi."

"N rach thé tham," ndi Bone noi. "Gido su Bloor néi miy cin phai cé mt cai méi, va ba c6 WVenetia da tir té may cho may day."
"(C6 4y khéo tay 1dm," ba c6 Lucretia khen.

Ba c6 Wenetia cudi khodi chi dén ndi Charlie thay ca miéng son mbi dinh trén ring ba.

"Con camon," né ngép ngung.

"Khong c6 chi," Ba c6 Wenetia ra hi¢u cho né di. "Bay gio con di dugc 101 d6, Charlie."

Charlie di khoi, tay ndm chit chiéc 4o chung méi. N6 chay 1én lau va thiy chiéc 40 ching xanh nat cii cua né d bién khoi ti 4m
tuong. N6 domky mon qua cia ba c¢d WVenetia, nhung tinh khong thay c6 gi bat én hay khac thudng ca.

Charlie n6i v&ime veé chiéc 4o chung khime nd giup noé thu xép do dac.

7

"Ba c6 \enetia that tir t&," me no6 than trong noi, "nhung nhu thé ching giéng ba 4y chit nao. Me chua ting thay ba iy ting qua
cho aibao gio, ké ca dip Giang sinh."

"C6 18 ho khong muon xau hod vicon," Charlie néi, "viba Lucretia 12 bdo mau trong hoc vién ma."

"Chéc 1a vay," me n6 git gu. "Yewbeam 1a mot dong ho ki€u hanh."
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Nhung Charlie van khong thé khong thic méc.
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CHARLIE BONE LUC NUA PEM
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Chuong 20

Trong Khu Vwon Dé Nat

Khi Charlie ¢én Hoc vién sang hdmsau, n6 dé y thay co tiéng huyén néo, day hao himg trong hanh lang chinh. Bon tré that khé
ma giit duge im ling, chung ctr huych khuyu tay vao nhau, va chi tro cai ban dai dugc ké dua vé mot trong nhiing bure tuong dp van. Trén
ban chat day dén 16ng bang thuy tinh.

K

"Tdinay co tro choi trong khu vuon hoang d6," Fidelio loan bao v&i Charlie. Chting da vo phong dé 4o khoac chat nich Iii tré dang
dau lao.

"Co chuyén givay?" Charlie hoi, nghi dén co nir sinh khong bao gio tré ra. "Emkhong biét cach choi."

"Dy khong han 14 tro choi," Fidelio néi. "Ma gibng mot cudc di san hon. C6 mot chiéc huy chuong duge gidu ¢ trung tam cia khu
vuon hoang. Ngudi thing cudc phai timra chiéc huy chuong d6, va phai ra khoi khu vuon hoang truéc khi hét mot tiéng dong ho. Mai
khoa s& tudn tu tim kiém. T8i nay 1a khoa kich, ngay mai la khoa hdihoa va thu tu la dén tyi minh. Khoéng dé dau. Namngoai chéng ai tim
dugc huy chwong, con nam kia thi c6 ngudi tim thiy, nhung phai mit ba gio ddng hd méi ra dugc, thé nén khong tinh."

"Cé dang phai lam vay khong?" Charlie cau may. "Chi 1a cai huy chuong théi ma."

"Ngudi théng cudc s€ khong bi caAmtic trong mot nam— trur phi ho lam diéu gido hét strc té hai. Ho con duoc tang ngay nghi, va
dugc phat mién phi cac mén nhu nhac cu méi, hop mau v&, hay quin 4o héa trang. Ngoai ra viéc d6 s& khién ngudi ta cam thiy hanh
dién."
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"®," Charlie c6 cam giac choivoi. N6 ty nhi minh that ngé ngén. S€ c6 mot tram dura tré trong khu d6 nat. Lam sao ma lac dugc nao?
Tuy nhién, d c6 nguoi biém mit trong d6. Va ai d6 c6 thé bién thanh mot con thii man rg va di vo d6 dé tim mdi.

"Pimg ¢6 u amnhu thé chu, Charlie,” Fidelio trdn an. "Téinay tyi minh s& theo ddi tir phong trién ldm cua khoa hoi hoa. Phong d6
nhin ra vuon. Emsé thich cho coi, anh bao damvéiemdo."

Sau bita an nhe vao budi tdi, il tré cua khoa kich xép hang v6 hanh lang va dildy dén 1dng. Phong trién ldm nhin ra vuon dan dan
day ap céac khan gia, theo ddi timg dira, timg dtra mot, bo tré 4o ching tim tda ra vuon. Charlie hai long khi thy Olivia da quyét dinh
mang d6i gidy hitu dung — loai gidy c6 thé chay néu bj ai d6 ruot theo.

Mot hang dén 1ong lap loe truon qua bai co nhu mdt con rén dai lap lanh. Va roi, tir tir, cai dau ran bat dau bién mat khi lii tré bi cac
birc tudng den tdi cua khu d6 nat nudt chimg.

"Bay gio thisao?" Charlie nin tho hoi.
"Tui minh dgi thoi," Fidelio dap.

Chung khong phai doi lau. Timg dam con nit bt dau cudng cudng chay ra khoi khu vudn hoang, gan nhu ngay khi méi budce chan
v6. Tuiné s¢ bong téi hodc so bilac dudng. Ptra ndo chay ra téi hanh lang 1a tén bi gach khoi danh sach ngay. Nhimng chiéc dén 1dng
dugc run run hoan tra lai, va damtré ngay ngé iy mau chong vé phong ngu.

Olivia 1a mdt trong nhiing dira trd ra sau cung. Fidelio va Charlie dang cho trén ciu thang dan 1én phong ngu chung cua no.

"T& khong thich khung canh & ngoai d6 tdinay," Olivia tia lia lién. "Khong biét ¢6 cai gi ddng sau miy birc tuong ctr khién té ndi da
ga. Té cir nhin vo cai bong den d6 — no ctr thoét 4n rdi thoét hién."

"Loaibong den givay?" Fidelio hoi.
"Mt con thit," Olivia noi. "Cé I8 1a mdt con ché...emciing khong biét nira. Emkhong dén duoc trung tam, khong ai dén duge do."

"Minh mimg 1 bo da ra dugc," Charlie néi, liéc nhin d6i giay hitu dung ctia Olivia.
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"T¢ bam sat Bindi," Olivia ké tiép. "Di ké chj éy té cam théy an toan, vichi ?iy c6 phép thudt. Manfred da nhin t& mdt cai that ghé s¢
lic hin giao 10ng dén cho moi ngudi. Té nghila hin da biét chuyén roi."

"Hin khong biét bd dau, Olivia" Charlie néi.

Tbihomsau, dén Iwot khoa hoihoa choi trd hury diét. Fidelio va Charlie ¢6 thém Olivia ciing di vo phong trién ldm. Charlie cam thay
an tamkhi biét Emma Tolly s& khong c6 ¢ trong damsin ling huy chuong. N6 tu hoi khong biét Emma c6 dugc ¢ cing vdi cd Ingliedew
hay khong. Néu Ong cdu n6 ma ra tay trong viéc nay thi may ra. Ong cdu Paton la ngudi rat uy luc, theo cach riéng ctia Ong céu.

Khéng c6 gikich tinh trong lwot choi thi hai nay. Khong ai tim thiy huy chuong va tit ca moi ngudi déu tré ra an toan.

Va rdi dén téi thir tu. Khi li tré mic 4o chung xanh xép hang lay dén 16ng, mot con gid budt lanh théi qua hanh lang. Bén ngoai s& c6
gi6 rit ddy, va Charlie sung suéng vi chiéc 4o ching 4m4p cua né. Lin nay dich than gido su Bloor dung bén ban phat dén long. Ong ta
gt dau trang nghiém véi Charlie khi tay hay ngudi cham vao nhau, va n6 dot ngdt hiéu ra rang, khong phai gido su Bloor la ngudiné sg,
ma thuc ra, chinh ngudi dan 6ng to 16n kia phdiso né.

Cira dan ra vuon dé mo. Nhimng dira tré dau tién budc ra ngoai, lao vo bong dém. Khong cé tring, ciing chang c¢é ldy mdt visao,
chting ngudc Ién nhin bau troi den kin kit. Tuy nhién, dudi mit dat lai co mot ddmsang nhon nhot, nhay nhot. Va khi gio dén 1ong 1én,
Charlie thay tuyét roi xudng da dong thanh mot 16p mong. Tuyét kéu lao xao dudi chan chung nhu thuy tinh v4.

"Anh & ngay sau lung emday, Charlie," Fidelio thithao, "Cir di di,"

Charlie quay lai, thdy gwong mit rang rd ctia Fidelio ndi bat trong anh sang cta dén ong.
"Chuc may mén!" Charlie n6i kh&. "Hy vong anh s& tim thiy huy chuong."

"Imlang," mdt giong danh sét vang 1&n. "No6i chuyén hoac thi thAmsé& bj phat."

Chung da dén cong khu vuon d6 nat. Manfred dimg & mot bén, danh dau tén 1én cudn gidy dai khi lii tré di ngang qua hén. Trén dau
hén dung dwa mot chiéc dén 1ong to, va Charlie thiy Zelda Dobinski dang dung sau Manfred, giit cai ciy d& dén 1ong. Con bé lanh lung
luom Charlie khi né budce vo cdng vom da.
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N6 nhan ra minh dang & trong mdt khoanh san lat gach, xung quanh c¢é nhiing bo rao cao, day dac. Trudc mit nd la nam cira vom,
phén cach nhau boi bén bang ghé da. Fidelio thiic vo khuya tay Charlie va hat dau vé 6 cira vom & giira. Chung tién 1én. Thoat dau, ¢6 vé
nhu chung 13 cip duy nhat chon 6 cira vom chinh giira, nhung tir tir, chung bat dau nhan ra cac nhomnho khac cling dang voi bang qua
mat chung, hodc nhén nhao di sat ngay bén canh. Tham chi mft vai dura con chay nguoc lai.

"Anh c6 nghila tyi minh dang di ding duong khong?" Charlie héi khé.
"Aima biét!" Fidelio dap.
Chung & vé mt goc ngodt, va men theo mot 16i di hep dén ndi cac burc tuong co vo cui ché khi chung di qua.

C6 luc chiing dén dwoc mot khoang trong, noi co voi phun nude bin tung toe vo mdt cai hd gia lanh. Charlie thich nhét ¢ d6 1a mot
con ca da khong 16, va Fidelio phai kéo 4o ching dé 16in6 di.

C6 luc, chung lai hic phai mdt bic tugng muc hay mot cai binh mbc. Va khi thoi gian dan dn troi di, mot su thinh lang bi hiém dan
bao trimbon tré. Ching khong con nghe théy tiéng 16p cop cia nhiing budc chan voi va, hay tiéng xi xdo cia nhiing dira khac nira.

"Lamsao tui minh biét dugc 1a d3 dén khu trung tdm?" Charlie thi tham.

"Co mdt ngdim & d6," Fidelio dap. "Po 1a tat ca nhiing gi anh biét."

"M§? Nhung md cua ai?"

"Charlie!" Fidelio bdng kéu to. "Bing im. C6 gi ¢6 khong 6n véi do chung cta emkia."
"Cai gi?"

Charlie quay vong va ngé lomlom chiéc 4o ching ctia minh. Cai 40 dang phat sang. Nhing s¢i chi nhé xiu sang choi chay khap mit
vai, khién cho chiéc 4o giéng nhu mot dam may lap lanh ky di.

"Ba c¢6 ctia emmay nd d6," Charlie hoi hoang. "Nhung sao ba ta lai lam thé nay?"
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"C6 1& lam vy dé ai d6 co thé ditheo emtrong bong dém," Fidelio suy doan, "hodc sin dudiem."

Charlie coi phiang chiéc 40 ching ra va vut toet xudng dat.

"Pugc, ho s€ khong bit dugc em dau,” nod tuyén bd. "Em c6 thé bi chét cong chu nhét dinh khong dé bitom."
"Em c6 thé dung chung 4o véianh néu troi qua lanh," Fidelio néi.

Lbi diké tiép chung chon rat gibng mdt duong ham. Chung gin nhu phai gp d6i ngudi lai, hau tranh dung dau vé xa nha thip.
Charlie bat ¢au cam thay khé tho trong céi khong gian ti ting nhu thé nay. N6 chay nhanh vé phia trude va thay 16 ra mot khoang trong
hinh tron. C6 ba btic tugng dimg ¢ giira, nhung kho ma doan ra 1a tua gi. N6 nhan ra nén trong dén ctia minh da chay gan hét.

Crnghila ban minh da ra khoi dudong him & sau lung, n6 goi, "Hay, Fidelio, nhin ne"
Khong c6 tiéng tra 16i. Charlie sam soi nhin vao duong ham. Khong c¢6 4nh sang, khong c¢é Fidelio.
"Nay, nhanh Ién. Ping c6 loanh quanh nita!"

Charlie lao tr& vo dudng him. V&iban tay ranh rang, n6 do dam céac birc tudng va khoang khong gian den ngdm trudc mit. Hay 1a
ban né da binga hay trugct vo mot 161 di khac?

"Fidelio! Fidelio!" Charlie goi to, khong thémdé y rang minh c6 thé bi phat.
Tiéng goi cia né chim vao im ling. Va réi ngon nén tit phut.

Charlie chot nhan ra la n6 di biét, ngay tir dau, ring diéu nay s& xay ra. N6 d pham luat, giéng nhu ba né ngay trude. N6 da ctru
Emma Tolly, Va bay gio né s& bi trimg phat. nhung n6 s& khong dau hang. N6 phai ddu tranh. Ném cai dén 16ng v6 dung xudng dit,
Charlie bit dau s soang tim duong bing qua dudng him. O mdt khiic nao d6, chic han 1a dudng him s& téa ra mot 16i di khac, rong rii,
vino da lai ngtri théy mdt mui khong khi trong lanh, dau khong chinh xac 1a trong lanh, ma dung hon, d6 tya nhu mot hdn hop cia 14 myc
va da am.
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Queo git & mot goc, Charlie bt gip anh sang, gin nhu khong tin ring minh c6 thé gip may dén thé, no chay vé hudng dé. Bén
1ong thap trén mot ngdi md bang da simg sitng. Ai do thinh linh xuat hién tir phia sau, va Charlie thdy cai dau tring cua Billy Raven. Poi
gong kinh tron ctia thang bé sang 1én nhu hai vang tring nho.

"Em da timra huy chuong," Billy la 1én.

N6 gio ra mot chiée dia bang vang, lip lanh dinh v6 mot sgi day chuyén.

"Gi6i lim," Charlie noi. "Anh bi mit dén 1ng, Billy a. Cho anh di cing em véinha?"

"Dén ciia em," Billy n6i. Roi chop ldy dén 16ng va i di that nhanh.

"Dugc r6i. Anh khong Iy dén dau, Billy"

Charlie nhin 4anh dén vut di, sau d6 bién mit. N6 chiu, khong biét Billy di duong nao. Ching thé doan dugc. Tham chikhong co lay
mot am thanh dé dan dat cho no.

D6t nhién, ndi lén mot tiéng dong, tiéng nhiing budce 1ap rap, nhe ru...clia bén chan. ROi thémhoi thé cia mdt con vat dang thé
khoc khoc. Charlie phong vii vé phia truée. Chii nhii va lao ddo, n6 chay trén khoi tiéng budc chan nhe ludt va cai mii tanh cia con thu
di.

Fidelio d4 bé cudc tim Charlie. N6 nghiban minh c¢6 I& da tim dugc duong ra khoi khu bo hoang rdi. C6 diéu gi d6 rat ky la da xy ra
trong dudng ham chat hep. Fidelio bi ddy xuyén qua mot khe niit, vo mot 16i di khac, nhung n6 khong thé thiy duoc ai dd diy no. N6 hoi
nhiéu dira khac xem c6 thay Charlie hay khong. Chéng ai thiy ca.

"Billy Raven da tim dugc huy chuong," ai d6 néi.

Hurm, Fidelio nghi. Minh ty hoi Ia 1am cach nao ma thang 4y tim duogc ch?

C6 vé nhu Fidelio la ngudi cuoi cung roi khoi khu d6 nat.
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"Charlie Bone di ra chua?" n6 hoi Manfred khi hin dang danh déu tén trén cudn giy.
"Ra lau r0i," Manfred dap gon 16n.

"Anh c6 chic khong?"

"Tat nhién 14 tao chic," Manfred cdc can.

Fidelio chay vé tdoa nha. N6 héi moi ngudi xem 6 ai gip Charlie Bone khong. Tt ca nhing ai biét mit Charlie déu thé 1a khong thay
Charlie dau ca.

"Chuyén gi vay?" Olivia h6ikhi thiy vé mit nhén nhac cia Fidelio.

"Charlie van con & trong khu vuon hoang," né néi véicd bé.

"Oi khong! Nhung da lau 1dm roi ma. Ho da néi tit ca moi ngudi déu da ra hét roi."
"Khong ding," Fidelio turc gian. N6 chay 1én phong ngu chung.

Billy Raven dang ngdi trén giuong. Namsau thang bé khac dung vay quanh no, trim trd ngdm tdm huy chuong treo trén s¢i day
chuyén quanh c6.

"C6 ai thdy Charlie Bone khong?" Fidelio hoi ca bon.

"Khéng thiy," tit ca bon chung dap.

Billy Raven chi lic dau.

"Chiic mimg nhé," Fidelio noi. "Anh biét 1a em di thing" N6 nimmep xudng giwong. Khong biét phai lam gi.

Nira gio sau, mot tiéng noi cat 1én, "Nam phut nira tat dén."
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Fidelio chay bé ra hanh lang.

"Ba giam thi o1, Charlie Bone chua v6 phong," n6 la 1én.

Ngudi phu nit cao 16n trong bo dong phuc xanh duoc hd ctng tham chi khong quay nguoi lai.

"Ui troi," ba ta néi, roi bude tiép.

Fidelio tu vo diu bt tai.

"Ba khong quan tam gi hay sao?" N6 gao én.

Ba ta phot 10 no.

"May vé tré," ba ta n6i véi Gabriel Silk khi anh chang nay chay vét gio 1én ¢d trén hanh lang.

"Xin 16i, Giam thi," n6 lau bau.

"Cau coi," Gabriel n6i véi Fidelio, "sau khi bit di vo van trong khu d6 nat do day d6, ho van bt toi phai lam xong bai tap vénha.."
N6 chot chu y dén b mit khé sé cua Fidelio. "Chuyén givay?"

"Charlie vin con & trong khu vuon hoang," Fidelio gan nhu méu mio.

"Cai gi?" Gabriel Silk thay d6i thai d6 tirc thi.

Mot tia sang quéa quyét 16e Ién trong d6i mat xam ctia Gabriel, va trong né nhu cao hon, dimg thang ngudi hon.
"Tui minh phai coi lai vy nay," nd ndiranh rot va quay dAu di nguoc lai hanh lang.

Fidelio bam theo, hoang mang khong biét Gabriel dinh lam gi. Bén diu cau thang, Gabriel ngoai lai bao.
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"Fidelio, trd lai phong ngt chung. Bay gio cau khong giap dugc gi dau."

"T6i mubn di voianh," Fidelio nai ni. "Charlie 1a ban cua toi."

"Khéong duoc," Gabriel nghiém giong. "Pay khong phaila chd cua cau. Nguy hiém im. Cau phai dé viéc nay cho tui toi."
Gabriel xemra di c6 dugc mdt cai nhin hét stic thuyét phuc.

Fidelio lui lai. "Anh ndi ‘tui t6i’ nghia la sao?" nd hoi.

"Nhitng hau dué cia Vua D6," Gabriel n6i rdi phong xudng cau thang.
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Chuwong 21
Cudc Chién Ciia Nhitng Ké Cé Phép Thuat
"T 1o chay ddu vay, ha?" thay Paltry goi khi Gabriel di ngang qua hanh lang. "Trd phai ¢ trong phong nga chung méi phai chi."
"T

Gabriel tang 10 6ng thiy. Ciu vot qua mdt ngudng cira, 1én cau thang, va lao doc theo hanh lang dn dén phong Nha Vua. Khi
Gabriel xd¢ vo, trong phong chi cé hai nguoi: Lysander va Tancred. Ca hai dang doc sach.

"Charlie Bone van con & trong khu vuong hoang!" Gabriel thong béo.
Lysander va Tancred cing ngang dau Ién.

"Manfred va Zelda cling & d6," Gabriel tiép.

"Va ca Asa chu?" Lysander hoi.

"Minh nghiné d3 ddi 16t rdi," Gabriel n6i. "Chéc n6 ciing vo d6 thoi."
"Vay la di dén lic," Lysander tuyén bo.

Chung hop thanh mdt bd ba ky la: mt théng bé chau Phi, mjt théng téc vang nhu bi nhiém dién, va mot théng gﬁy tro xuong, mat
dai, nghiémnghi. Dan hang ngang, ching hung diing budc qua gido su Bloor, dang khoa cira van phong cua minh; ngang qua gido su
Saltweather, dang khiéng mot cai gia nhac; qua mit thay Paltry, dang thu don dén 1dng. Khong 6ng thiy nao c6 thé ngin duoc chung.
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Ba thing bé dan than v6 man dém gia lanh, nén got trén mit dat dong bing, hudéng vé phia khu vuon hoang.
Ping sau chung, bon tré d3 tu tap noi cac cira sd dai cua phong trién lim. T6i hom do, sy bat tuan co & khap noi noi. Olivia Vertigo

da loan tin: mgt cau bé bi ket trong khu bo hoang. Bét chép nhitng ndi quy va ménh lénh cua ba giamthi, bon tré van tut khoi givdng, va
chay bang xudng nhitng hanh lang t6i thui, nhao nhéc thi thAm véi nhau.

Fidelio dung bén Olivia canh ctra s6.
"Anh c6 camthiy gikhong?" né hoi.

Mot con gi6 rit 1én chin chit. Con gi6 quan quanh ba bong ngudi dang ram rdp nham thing téi nhimg birc tudng d4 cao nghéu, thoc
tung 4o chiing ctia ho vao man dém gi6 16ng. Khong ai trong s d6 cAmdén 1ong, nhung Fidelio thiy nhitng dam miy den bay dat di, va
10i, mot vang tring tron toa anh bac khap khu vuon.

"Chao! Anh Tancred d6," Olivia xuyt xoa. "Em da do hoi roi. Ngudi ta bao anh Tancred c6 thé goi gi, va ca bio nira."
"Con Lysander thisao?" Fidelio hoi.

"Khoéng rd lam," Olivia thi thao. "Nhung anh y manh mé lam. Nghe don anh 4y c6 thé goi hon, nhung tat ca moi nguoi déu thira
nhan diéu d6. Asa Pike c6 thé thay ddi hinh dang, nhung chi trong dém thoi."

"Ra la nhu thé," Fidelio gat gu.

N6 biét Manfred c6 thé lam dugc gi, va né da nghe n6i la Zelda Dobinski c¢6 thé di chuyén d6 vat bang ¥ nghi. Nhung 14 nhimg loai
dd vat nao? N6 tu hoi. Li¢u con bé 4y c6 thé di chuyén ngudi ta dugc khong?

O sau trong khu bo hoang, Charlie dang co ro nép minh v6 mdt vach tudng. N6 tudng da thoat khoi con quai thu, nhung bay gio
con vit ay lai dang mo téi gan. N6 nghe thay tiéng da 19t xot khi con vat 1ong 19n quanh cai san sat 16.

Charlie loang choang dimg day. N6 vira lao vé trudc dugc vai bude, thichot ¢é cai gi d6 vit t6i, choan ngang dudng n6 chay. N6
hup xudng va nhan ra nhilg dudng vién tho rap ciia mot pho tugng. Pho tugng nay di suyt giét chét né. N6 tréo qua pho tugng va than
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trong nhich 1én. C6 mdt cai ho, va tiéng voi phun déu dan rét nude vo ho nghe rao rao. Mot gon nudc 16n hat Charlie nhao xudng dat, va
da tir cai voi phu niit né d6 trit xuong ngudi nd nhu mua.

N6 xoay ngudinim sap lai, hai tay 6m chit ldy dau.

"Minh s& khong ddu hang! Khong! Khong doinao!" n6 1amrim. Nhung né c6 thé cim cu duoc bao 1du? Ké thu ciia n6 rat manh. Co
ai du uy manh dé giup n6 khong?

Nhu 14 cdu tra 161, mot lan gié nhe ludn qua cac khom cay thap. Con gi6 manh dan 1én va bién thanh con cudng phong, rit r quanh
nhitng hon d4 cb va gdm thét khip bau troi. Gio rung chuyén gac chudng nha thd 16n, khién nhimg hdi chudéng ngén 1én khong ngét,
vang vong khip thanh ph, nhu canh bao mdt tai wong gi d6 sdp xay ra. Ngoc nhin 1én, Charlie thay 6ng tring tron vén miy hién ra. Anh
trang ngdi chiéu toan b khu do nat, soi roi dé tat ca moinguy hiém déu c6 thé dugc thiy r6. Vai tang da khong 16 tu nhién Iin ra khoi
nhiing birc twong, va Charlie gio di c6 thé bude thing qua 16 tréng. Nhung n6 nén di dudng nao bay gio?

Con quai thu cling nhin duoc duong di ctia minh. N6 cang lic cang dién tiét hon. Duong nhu tiéng gam gir ciia n6 phat ra tir moi hoc
hém, va bat thinh linh, n6 & kia, ki i ngay truéc mit Charlie, chi cach vai mét! Cap mét né vang khé, long 1én song soc, va cai miii tua tila
16ng ctia n6 chun ra sau, phd d6i hamnanh dai, sang loé.

Charlie dimg do ra, chd cho con quai tha vo tdi, nhung thét nhién, c6 mdt vat gi d6 nhot nhat va ma quai nhe nhang nhay vo giita
chung. Charlie nhan ra mt ngon gido va mdt cai khién. Va mdt bong nguoi hién ra, 10i thém modt bong nguoinita. Ho bao vay con quai
thi, va con vat bi ddn vo goc tuong, tru 1én s¢ hii.

Hip tap hii trbn khoi nhiing hinh hai nhu bong ma, chan Charlie vip v6 mot tang d4 phu day réu véi co, khién né ngi dui sang mot
bén, va nhao vé6 mdt bui gai. Thay con mdi ciia minh ndmbét lyc, con quai thi lién xong vo tin cong, nhung hai ludi gido sang loang lién
phéng xubng, chin lai, suyt lang mét cai mili den ctia n6. Mt con vat tron trimg trimg, chia thing vao Charlie, nhung khong thé dung
dugc t&i thang bé — con tht so va khong dam vugt qua nhimg ludi gido lap lanh kia.

Charlie ring nhom day, va lap chap budc di. Gai nhon di xé toac mit va ban tay nd. N6 ném thay vi miu trén moi va cam thiy mau
dang nho giot tir nhimg ngén tay. N6 run 1én ban bat. Ban chan té dai, né thay dau minh nhe ténh dén d6 gan nhu khong thé suy nghi
duoc.
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"Minh phai thoat khoi day trudc khi chét cong," né limbam, hamring va lap cip vao nhau.

Bdng nhién, c6 cai gi d6 4mam co vo cang chan Charlie, n6 gidt minh nhin xudng thi thdy con méo mau ddong Dwong Cuu. Con Nhan
M3 hién ra tir phia bén kia, tiép dén, con Su T nhe nhang nhay ra tir sau birc twong phia trudc mit. Mii con nay nbi dudi con kia, Iii méo
bat dau vay quanh Charlie, va hoi dmtir bo 16ng ryc chay cta chiing thim vo ngudi Charlie, lan t&i tan nhiing khép xuong dau nhtc.

Khi Charlie gia ting nhip budc, lii méo bén phéng 1én phia trude, nhu mot khéi lra dai, dan duong cho né di qua toa lau dai d6 nat.

Din dan, Charlie phat hién minh di ngang qua nhiing birc twong ma n6 da thiy truéc do, nhiéu birc di d6 sup xudng dit, nhung noé
vui ming khi thdy voi phun nudc hinh con c4 da van con nguyén.

Cudi cung, chiing ra dén manh san c6 nam cira vom. Gi6 da ling, va tiéng chudng xa xa ciing ngimg vang. Ba con méo nhay phéc
1én ngdi trén mot bang ghé da va bat ddu tu liém lap.

"Bon bay khong ra vdita sao?" Charlie héi.
Chung nhin Charlie va kéu rur ru thich tha.
"Camon bon bay nhé," Charlie cam kich.

Tir day, n6 da c6 thé thay bai cé udn luon, tuyét phu tring xo04, & phia bén kia vom cira cudi ciing. Nhung ai, hay ci gi, dang & dang
d6? N6 da thuc su thoat hay chua? Charlie ngan ngai, hit that sau va limg khimg budc qua cira vom.

Cb ai d6 budc tdi, dibén canh no.
"Chao em, Charlie," Gabriel ming r&. "Embinh an oL."

Charlie nhe nhdm dén d6 né nghiminh sip xiu dén noi. Nhung truée khiné nga xudng, thi nhimg canh tay manh mé da do n6 dung
thing day, va Tancred, Lysander lo ling quan sat guong mit no.

"Aicha!" Tancred la 1én.
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"Emkhong sao chir?" Lysander 4n cin.

"Khéng sao," Charlie dap. "Camon céac anh," né thay khip mit dit vuong vii day nhitng nhanh cay to, nho; con tuyét bi vun lai
thanh nhitng uy to phanh phanh.

"O day vua c6 bao," né budt miéng.

"Kémnhiing thir khac nira," Lysander cudi ngit.

"Nhu thé 1a qua nhiéu d6i véi mot sé ngudi," Tancred phu hoa, tham chi con cudingat hon Lysander.

Charlie thdy hai bong ngudi quy mop trén dat. N6 nhan ra d6 1a Manfred va Zelda.

"Nhanh Ién dinao," Gabried giuc gid. "Thé nao ba bép truéng ciing s& bay mot dai tiéc lac nira dém cho coi."
"Tiéc?" Charlie kinh ngac. "C6 duogc phép lam vay khong?"

"Téinay la mot ngoai I8," Lysander nheo mit no6i. "Bat cir viée gi ciing déu dugc phép tudt."

Khi chiing dén gan khéi den g ling cta Hoc vién Bloor, Charlied dé y thy vai cira s6 dang ruc sang dén. Dan dau ddmtré con
dong nghet, n6 nhan ra Olivia va Fidelio dang nhay maa nhu dién cudng va cudng quit vay tay.

Charlie vy tay dap lai.
"Tuiban emdd, trong tuind tlrc cudi qua.”

"Fidelio d bao cho anh biét 1a embi lac," Gabriel n6i. "Néu cau 4y ma khong noi thi co 18 bay gid em van con dang 6 trong khu quy
quaido."

Charlie ring minh.

Tancred mé cira vuon, va chiing vo gitta ddm dong tré con dang dung gidng nhu thanh liy. Hét thay bon tré tranh nhau la hét.
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"Bd ra bang cach nao hay vay, Charlie?"

"Chuyén gi xay ra trong d6 vay?"

"Sao em lai bi lac thé?"

"Tranh duong," Lynsander vira hét vira day damdong di vo.
"Théindo, tht ca," Tancred thic hdi. "Cho Charlie quané."

Pamdong ngoan ngodn dat ra thanh mot 16i hep, dé cho Tancred, Lysander va Charlie di giita hai hang hoc tro. Cudi cing, khi vo
dén hanh lang, Charlie thiy caiban dai dé dén 10ng by gid chat day nhimg dia banh mi kep, banh nuéng, xic xich va khoai tay chién. Ba
bép truong dang hdiha bén canh ban, tat bat phan phat cac mon an.

"A,vikhach danh dy day rdi," ba reo 1én khi trong thiy Charlie. "Nay nay, thang bé lanh cong t6i nghiép kia, gio thi con mudn an
caiginao?"

Charlie ngay ngit. "Um...4," n6 lip bip, dao mét khip ban thuc an. "Con khoéng... d..."

Moén nao ciing an," Lysander dién giai. "N6 mudn an tat tan tat."

"Roi, 161, b ngay, cb ngay," ba bép trudng vira noi vira thoin thoit miac mot dia day thirc an.

Charlie bat gap Olivia va Fidelio dang c¢d strc chen lan khoi dam dong.

"Tiép theo ba ldy cho miy dira ban kia ctia con dugc khong a?" né6 hoiba bép truong. "Tuind vira..."
"Khéng duoc," ba bép truéng gat phit, rdi trao cho n6 céi dia. "Phai xong ba dia diu tién nay da."

Ba chinhiing nguoi da ctru Charlie.

"Néu khong c6 ho, con di ching & day duogc, ding khong nao?"
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"A... dang a," Charlie hoi tén to. "Con xin 16i."

Ba bép truong nhay mit véiné mot cai, rdi phat dia thire dn (loai thap cdm) cho Gabriel va Tancred, va mot dia khoai ty cho
Lysander, nguoi chi thich khoai tdy chién.

Charlie thiy tit ca cac gido vién thudc khoa thanh nhac déu c6 mit trong hanh lang. Ho dang ¢ sép xép lii tré thanh timg nhom.
Thay Paltry méit d6 nhir va ¢ vé tirc gidn, nhung gido su Saltweather xemra lai c6 vé thich chi. Chéc chéc, ong lai bat hat 18n khi huéng
dan Iii tré ra ban.

Co6 Chrystal tuoi cudi véi Charlie va gio hai ngon tay cailén véind. Co6 dang gitip ba Dance giit tui nhoé hon ¢ yén ngoai hanh lang.
Ngoai trir Tancred va Lysander, chicd cac hoc vién ctiia khoa nhac méi dugc phép du tiée.

Olivia d xoay x dau d6 dugc mdt chiéc 40 chung xanh, va cho dén gio, khong ai trong cac thdy c¢6 nhén ra né khong phai la hoc trd
ctia khoa nhac. N6 chay lai chd Charlie, véi hai dia xic xich trén tay.

"T6 lay thémmot dia cho dang 4y ddy. Toinghiép ding iy qua, minh miy bam tim ca, eo 6i nhin dau toc kia."
Charlie vudt vudt dam toc bui nhui nhu cai bd gidu ciia n6, bam day 14 va nhanh ciy nho.

"U, minh quén mét," nd noi.

N6 di kha no roi, nhung khong thé tir chd 10i moi ctia Olivia.

"Tyi minh an chung di," n6 d& nghi, rdi ha giong hoi, "Sao bd ldy dugc cai 4o chung xanh nay vay?"

"Cua Billy d6," n6 bat mi. "Thiang nho mét qua nén khong xudng duoc, udng cho né qua. N6 timthdy huy chuong diy, dang iy biét
chua?"

"U, minh biét," Charlie uu tu.
Fidelio liéc Charlie mot cai, chin may nhuén cong lén. Chung can phainoi chuyén véi Billy Raven, Charlie quyét dinh. Ai d6 (hay
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mot diéu gi d6) dang khién thing bé nay hanh xir hét stc ky la.
"Minh khong tin dugc 1a toan bd cdc mon dn nay duge don ra chi vi minh bi ket trong khu vuon hoang," no JAm bam.

"Ay la do ba bép truong d6," Fidelio giai thich. "Khi ba 4y quyét dinh diéu gi thi khong thay c6 nao cé thé ngan dugc. Ké ca gido su
Bloor. Nim ngo4i, mjt namsinh tén 1a Ollie Sparks bién mét trong ba ngay. N6 bi lac trong khu muc nét ciia toa nha va khéng ai tim thiy
né. Cudi ciing no ciing ra duge nho chui qua mot cai 16 dudi san nha. Khip ngudiné trdy xude va bamtim, toc bam diy mang nhén. Tham
chi mdt thoi gian sau n6 van chua noéi duge. Nhung cudi cling ba bép truong ciing don Ién cho né mot bita tiéc nira démthinh soan. Sau
d6 no dugce goi vé nha, khong bao gio quay lai day nira."

"Emkhong trach..."

Loinéi ké tiép cua Charlie chot ngimg lai d& ching trén moi, bai vi cira vudn dot ngdt mé toang, va gido su Bloor vaiba ¢d Lucretia
xuat hién. Mdingudi mot tay, ho dang kéo cai than ngudi mémrii ciia Manfred Bloor. R rang 1a trong han khong con cai vé doa dimnira.
Dau hin ngira vé trude va doi mit dé s¢ nhamho lai. Ba ¢6 Lucretia thay mot cai nhin héo tia vé phia Charlie, trudc khi bién mit qua canh
cira dan dén chai phia tay.

Su im ling roi phich xudng khap hanh lang khi thay Carp va mot gido vién nita xuat hi¢n, diu theo cai hinh hai 1ét di khap khiéng cua
Zelda Dobinski.

Tat ca damnho ngay thudng van s¢ Zelda va Manfred, gio viéc trong thay canh hai dtra nay song do chét do ciing khién cho moi
trd vui tit ngdm trén ban tiéc. Mot loang sau gan nhu tit ca bon tré bat dau chudn vé phong ngu.

Khi Charlie, Gabriel va Fidelio nhe nhang di vo, tat ca namsinh trong phong ngt chung hinh nhu da ngu ca. Nhung c6 tiéng sut sit
phat ra tir phia goc phong ¢ giwong cuia Billy. Trong bong tdi, Charlie mo tim dén giwong cta thang bé.

"Billy," n6 goikh&. "Em con thirc khong?"
"Em xin 18i vi d3 b6 anh lai trong khu vuon hoang," Billy thi thim. "Emkhong c6 tinh dé anh bi thuong dau."

"Khéng sao dau," Charlie dap lai. "Nhung em di phan boi Emilia, em c¢6 biét khong? Emdi noi cho ai d6 vé viéc Emilia ay tinh lai.
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Sao em lai lam thé, Billy?"

Khéng c6 tiéng tra 1i.

"C6 ngudinao d6 bit budc em phai lam thé, dung khong?" Charlie do hoi.

Mot sy im lang kéo dai, mii rdi Billy moi thi tham:

"Em chi mudn dugc nhan lam con nuoi thoi. Nhu vay 1a sai ha anh?"

Charlie khong tra 1oi.

Ngay hom sau, nhip séng tré lai binh thudong. Diéu khac biét duy nhat 1a hdu hét cac gido vién déu biét théng camhon moi thuong.
Ho gia do 1o di nhiing caingap va vai 15i quén cua Charlie. Thyc ra thiné da ngu gt trong gio Ngit Van. Chi c6 thay Paltry 1a van nong

tinh nhu thuong 1€.

Va rdi, vao gio an trua, Fidelio nhay xb dén chd Charlie, loan bdo mot tin hét sirc dong troi: anh trai Felixciia né da dén, léy cGladé
giao cdy vicam vira stra xong, nhung ky thyc 14 dé bao cho Fidelio hay nhiing gi dang xiy ra & thé giéi bén ngoai.

"Emma va c¢6 Ingledew cur khoa cira, ¢ trong tiémsach subt," Fidelio bao. "Hai di chau khong cho ai vo. Gia dinh Moon nén ctra Am
am, doi Emma phai vé véiho. Ho néi cuén bang cua tién siTolly ching chimg minh dugc gi ca. Khong c6 gidy to va chit ky thi ho khong
tin Emma 1a con gai ciia nha phat minh."

Charlie bat day. "Tic 14 sau nhitng gi tui minh da lam, ¢6 Ingledew van khong thé gitt Emma lai sudt doi ha?"

"C6 1& thé that," Fidelio budn ba. "Trir phi tim thy gidy to."

"Gidy t& gi?" Charlie hoi.

"Em biét 46, nhimg thi gidy chimg minh xem em 12 ai. Pai loai nhu 1a gidy khai sinh, gidy nhan con nuéi vay do."

Charlie rén ri. "Cai bon gia dinh Bloor dy, chting n6 ¢6 nhiing loai gidy to d6 ma, phai khong? Emca 1a bon ho gidu ¢ dau do."
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"Chéc chan," Fidelio tan thanh. "Viéc ké tiép chung ta phai lam Ia tim cho ra nhing gidy to d6."

Charlie hinh dung ra vién canh khiing khiép 1a mot ngay kia n6 bi bt qua tang dang leo v6 nhimng gac mai tdi hu, va bi cAm tic nam
nay qua namkhéc.

"Khong dé dau," né lau bau.

Nhung viée iy di dién ra ma Fidelio va Charlie khong phai lam gi ca. C6 ngudi khac da lam thay chiing, theo mdt cach cuc ky 4n
tuong.

Nhimng tiéng nd bit dau dién ra truéc khi dén tit mot giv. Tiéng nd dau tién that kho ma nghe thdy. Chiéc dén 1dng treo phia trén
cong chinh n6 bup mot tiéng nho, va nhimg manh thuy tinh vang ra. Tiéng n6 ké tiép 16n hon. Mot timkinh cira s6 ctia chai phia tay nut
ra va v& vun xudng 16p soi trén khoang san gach.

Lii tré bat ra khoi givdng, hodc buon ra tir cac nha tim, quynh quang vit ca khan tam va ban chai, dé xem chuyén gi dang xdy ra.

Charlie m& ctra s6 trong phong ngii chung, mudi hai cai ddu tho ra khoi cac bau cira s6. Phia dudi, chting thay mot ngudi dan 6ng
cao 1on, khoac ao dai den sdm. Ong deo bao tay den, mang khin quang tring, va mai toc den rimrap 6ng anh nhu vién da dugc danh
bong.

"Oi chao!"

"Ong ta 14 ai thé?"

"Ong ta lam gi vay?"

Nhirng tiéng xi xim lam ong ong ca dau Charlie. N6 thiy céac ctra s6 khac ciing dd mé, I tré dang trao trao dom xudng sén.
"D6 la Ong cu cta minh," Charlie kiéu hanh tra 164, kém theo mdt nu cudi dic y.

"Ong cau ciia bo?"
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"Ong iy mudn gi?"

"Ong 4y lambé cai cira s6 d6 phai khong?"

"Ong ta lam bang cach nao vay?"

"Tréng 6ng 4y dau c6 gibng miy thiang hay di dap bé cua s6 do!"

Loi ban tan mdi lac mdi romra hon, va tiéng ba giam thi tir hanh lang, quat quang quac.

"Dong cira s6 lai! Vo giwdng mau! Tat dén! Tat dén!"

Mot vai dira voi vang try vé giudng, nhung nhing dira khic van mai miét ngé ngudi dan 6ng dudi san. Bay gio ong dang cham rdi
budc thanh nhimng vong nho, va ngude 1én nhin bon tré. Khi thay Charlie, 6ng cudi hét ¢&. Charlie nin thd. N6 cam thiy co tiéng ngdm
nga rat la, von luon xuat hién trude khi xay ra sy cd bé bong dén.

"Bloor!" Ong cau Paton bat ngd hét 16n. "Ong biét ta dén day vi cai gi rdi ddy. Hiy cho ta vo."

Canh cira dugc trang tri bang dinh tin dong van dong imim. Tiéng xi xio dit han. Tat ca moi nguoinin thd chd xem diéu gi s& xay ra.

"Gioi lam," Ong cau Paton gdm Ién.

Gio, 6ng quay lung lai phia bon tré va d6i mit voi cac phong riéng cua gia dinh Bloor & chai phia tay.

Mot tiéng ram. Nhimng tdm kinh cua cira s6 dang sang dén bay véo véo trong khong trung. TAm nay ndi tiép tim khac. Tiéng nd lan
sau 16n hon tiéng nd lan trudc, nhitng manh kinh bay rét xubng dat cang lac cang hing.

Charlie sing s&. N6 khong ngd 1a khi can thi phép thuét cia Ong cdu n6 ciing c6 thé manh mé dén vay.

"Yewbeam!" c6 giong néirit rong. "Dimg lai, néu khong ta s& goi canh sat."
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"0, ta khong nghivdy dau," Ong cau Paton quat lai. "C6 nhimng viéc dang xdy ra & ddy ma éng s& khong mudn cho canh sat biét
dau. Nao, bay gio thi dua gidy to cia Emma Tolly cho ta, trude khi ta [lam bé tat ca bong dén trong toa nha nay."

Charlie thdy mot ctra s6 & chai phia tdy dong sap lai, nhanh nhu chép. BOP! BOP! BOP! Ba ctra s6 cua phong thi nghiémkhoa hoc
nd tung. Nhung lan nay tinh hinh nghiém trong hon nhiéu. C6 thtr gi d6 trong phong thi nghiém bdc chay. Khéiden va mii hoa chét
chéy bi gi6 cudn 1én, sdc téi lii tré dang duing nhin.

"Ngimng lai!" gido su Bloor rong 1én. "Paton, ta xin 6ng!"
"Pua gidy to cho ta," Ong cau Paton yéu sach.
Imlang.

Thé rdi bét thinh linh mdt con muwa nhu chau bau du mau trat xudng. Aido da quén tit dén trong nha nguyén, va nhing cira s6 rap
kinh mau gio day chicon trong divang.

"Thoi thoi!" mt giong thét 1én.

Trong bau khong khi yén ling tiép sau d6, mot dam gidy to bay lo limg tir mot cira s6 trén lau. Gidy chao liéng va lugn 1o may vong
truGe khi roi xudng dat, hét nhu nhitng bong tuyét khong 16 ham vui dua.

Vira chay dén nhit nhiing t& gidy roi, Ong ciu Paton vira bat cudi, ban dau la tiéng kha kha trong c¢6 hong, roi 1 1én thanh mot tiéng
cuoi sang sang, va cudi cung la mot tring cudi Ha! Ha! Ha! ngao nghé trong chién thing.

Lii tré dimg chimg kién khong thé khong bat cudi theo, va chang may chdc, san Hoc vién Bloor tran ngap tiéng cudi, va tiéng doi
ctia n6 van con duoc nghe thay dén mii tan 18 Giang sinh.
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CHARLIE BONE LUC NUA PEM

Jenny Nimmo
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chwong 22
Pém Dai Nhit Trong Nim

Bio chidua tin v& vu bé ctra s6. Ho giat tit NHUNG VU NO Bi HIEM O NGOI TRUONG CO. nhiing ngudi chinghe ké lai nhit quyét
khong chiu tin d6 1a sy that.

B

Ong ciu Paton mang gidy t& chting nhan ctia Emma Tolly giao cho c6 Ingledew. Va khinhimg gidy to 4y da xic minh, khong mot
chut nghingd, ring Emilia Moon dung that 1a Emma Tolly, thi gia dinh Moon méi chiu buéng hy vong gianh lai con bé. Thét ra ho chang
mang gi dén Emma, ma chiang qua ho chi tiéc cho mon tién trg cép tir nay s& thoi dugc huong. Gido su Bloor di tra cong ho hau hinh cho
viéc trong nomcon bé.

R& rang chit ky cua tién siTolly trén nhiing gidy t& giao nhan con nuéi déu 14 gia mao, nhung c6 Ingledew dé cho qua tit ca. Co chi
muén ¢6 Emma, va Emma khong mudn gi hon 1a dugc séng véi di minh méii mii, trong ngdi nha tuyét voi, toan sach 1a sach.

Vao budi sang sau vu ciia s6nd 'Ziy, trong manh san gach cua Hoc vién Bloor 1a mdt canh tugng vo cung ngoan muc. Manh thuy
tinh rai khap san. Nhitng manh 16n sang loang, nhitng manh nhon 6ng anh nhu kim cuong, nhitng manh vun lap lanh di moi mau séc, tat
ca tron lan trong 16p bot thity tinh nhuyén mau bac, sang 16a va ruc r& dudi anh mat troi.

Nhitng c6ng nhan t6i don dep "bii chién truong" gan nhu khong thé tin vao mét minh. Ho dén tit mit vo nhimg buc tuong da xura
cii, nhiing cira s6 tdi, tréng hoéc, va gii gii ddu. Chuyén quai gi da dién ra trong cai Hoc vién Bloor nay vay?

"T6ikhong thich cho con trai tdéi hoc ¢ day dau," mdt ngudinoi.
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"T6iciing thé," mot ngudi khac ddng tinh.

Mot noiky quai," nguoi tht ba nhan dih.

Trong cén nha $69 duong Filbert, ngoai Maisie dang ban ron lam céc loai banh Giang sinh. Cudc chién tranh gitra Ong cdu Paton va
nhiing ba chi ciia minh da két thic. Chi it 1a vao luc nay. Ong cau Paton 14 nguoi chién thing, nhung Charlie biét, s& con nhimng tran chién

khac nita. Cudi cung thi Ong cau Paton d3 nging diu Ién, va nhiing ba c¢6 nha Yewbeam dang lo ling. Chiang chong thi chdy, ho s& tim
cach san bang tisd cho bang dugc.

Subt ca ngay cudi tuan, chiéc ghé bap bén bén canh 16 sudi van trong tron. Khong modt lan nao Charlie trong thiy ndi Bone. Nhung
né van camthiy noi dang soisung suc, tirc toi, hon ddi, va nghién ngdm i é trong phong riéng. N6 khong quan tim. N6 chi cam thay
binh an. N6 ¢6 nhitng ngudi ban tot, va c6 mot Ong cau s& khong chiu khuat phuc bat cir théi ac doc nao nita. N6 tham chi con nghi dén
viéc mua tang mdt d6i vé cho ndi Bone nhan dip Gidng sinh. Chéc chén nodichi cin vé moi.

Khi me n6 néu y kién rang sé& tot hon néu Charlie dimg tr¢ lai Hoc vién Bloor nita (tat thay nhimng vét tham tim trén minh né khién me
n6 sdc), thi Charlie phan d6i lién.

"Me, con can phai quay lai d6," n6 noi. "de giir can bang."
Trong me n6 hét stirc hoang mang.

"Rat kho ma giai thich cho me," Charlie phan bua. "Con biét diing 1a c6 nhiing viéc xiu xa dang xay ra & Hoc vién Bloor, nhung & d6
ciing ¢6 nhimng diéu tét. Con nghi & 6 ngudi ta can con. Dé giup d¢& moi nguoi..."

"U," me nd rau rau.

Gidy phut do, trong me n6 that ndo né, Charlie ndn nao, mong dugc ndi voime réng, mdt ngdy nao d6, me s€ gap ba. Nhung n6 rang
¢b ngammiéng lai. Con qua sém dé lam cho me nuéi hy vong. Thay vi vy, n6 hoi me xemme né thich qua gi cho Giang Sinh.

"Oj, suyt nita thi me¢ quén," me nd thét 1én. "Co Ingledew sé& td chic bita tiéc mung Emma trd v& nha, va tit ca chung ta s€ dugc moi.
Con thiy c6 tuyét khong?" Ny cudi di bung sang tré lai trén guong mit me.
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Thoi gian con lai ciia hoc ky tréi qua véinhiing hoat dong tAt bat, s6i dong: tap kich, chuén bj trién 1am, luyén thanh cho cac bai hat
m6i, sap xép cac budi hoa nhac... Co tron di dau, ngudi ta ciing khong thé nao dut khoinhiing tiéng ngan vang, tiéng hat cao vat, va
tiéng nhac nén in inh.

Manfred va Zelda phai mit mot tuan méi binh phuc khoinhiing gi Tancred va Lysander da lam véi chung. Cai cip hay cau ban nay
van chua trg vé 1a chinh chiing. Manfred van dan dnh mit ma minh cta hin xuéng san nha, va Zelda bi nhirc dau dén mic n6 khong thé
dung y nghidé nhic hop but chilén. Tuy nhién, Asa van la n6. Van khong c6 ddu hiéu nao cho thiy n6 chinh 1a con séi, ngoai trir d6i
mét né.

Vao ngay cudi cung cua hoc ky, khoa kich trinh lang mot vé mang tén Tuyét tring. Ngoai Maisie va me Charlie c6 mit trong s6 khan

gia. Nhung Ong cau Panton thi tranh xa. Ong cam thiy & day ngudi ta khong mudn don tiép minh. Va Charlie ciing ddng ¥ véi ong.

Olivia dong vai mu di ghé doc ac. N6 dung 1a mot thién tai. Khong ai doan duge né méi chicé 11 tudi. Khi Olivia budc 1én san khau
dién man cudi cung, tiéng vd tay ndilén nhu sdm, dinh ca tai moi ngudi.

Lic Charlie ti chao tambiét Oliva, n6 thy Olivia bi nhimg nguoi ham md vay cting. Nhung Olivia da trong thay Charlie, dang dung
X6 X0 ra ria dam dong, thé 1a nd hét to:

"Hen gdp & bira ti¢c nha, Charlie!"

Bira ti¢c ctia c6 Ingledew dién ra vao dém dai nhét trong nim— ba ngay truéc Giang Sinh. Charlie va gia dinh né 1a nhiing vi khach
cudi cung tdi noi, bai vi ngoai Maisie di phai thay d6i quan 4o nhimg nam lan, trude khi quyét dinh mic chiéc vay xa tanh mau hoa ca, c¢6
nhiing vién dang ten. Noi Bone, van con gian déi, khong duge moi.

That ngac nhién khi bao nhiéu ngudi ma c6 Ingledew van don hét duoc vo cin phong khach bé xiu cua ¢d. Fidelio di cung 6ng bd
vamv{ cia minh, va Olivia di véi ba me minh tinh man bac cua nd. Benjamin dét theo Hat Pau, gio da hoan toan khdi hin, va c6 ca ba va
me no6 cung di. Ong Onimous duogc ba con méo Itra ho té)ng. Bon meo nhét dinh khong chiu lanh mat khi chung hit ngui théy mui bira ti€c
trong khong khi. Va, du sao thi, chiing cling dong mot vai trd to 16n trong viéc gidi ctru Emma.

Nhirng chai nudc ngot, ly tach va vo sb dia dd an ngon mét, mé ly di duoc don cé 1én quay sach. Ong cdu Paton ty phuc vy minh
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mot dia day ti hy. Mot tia sang 16e 1én trong mét khi Ong cdu tram tro:
"Julia than yéu, tai nghé ndu nudng cua em that cir khoi."
"Oj, chi la mfiy moén an vat thoima," co6 Ingledew no6i, ma ung do.

Cin phong 4m cung ciia ¢6 dugc thip sang toan bang nén 1a nén: nén cao, nén thip, nén map, nén ém... chung lung linh nhay &
khip moi ngd ngach. Charlie nhan thay tat ca nhimg bong dén déu da dugc thao ra. Co Ingledew khong dam liéu finh mét chut nao ca.

Sau mdt hoi, bon tré quyét dinh tu td chirc mt bira tiéc ciia riéng minh & ngoai cira tiém. béi vi o quéa nhidu dtra gai chuyén, va co
rit nhiéu ngudi I6n vui mimg qua ddi trong phong khach. Nhung gan t6i ntra dém, co Ingledew goi tat ca trd v6. C6 mudn phat biéu mot
d6i 10i.

Bai dién vin ciia c6 chang kéo dai duoc lau. Trong nudc mat ngap tran, c6 cam on moi ngudi da giup cd timra dira chau yéu qui, con
gainguoi chi Nancy cua c6.

"D6 1a ngay hanh phuc nhat cudc doi toi, khi 6ng Yewbeam.. ¢... anh Paton, dem Emma dén cira nha toi," ¢6 xiic dong.
Va 16i ¢ phai ngdi xudng va hi miii, vi nuéc mit tudn ao at.

Nhimng 16i xuyt xoa cam thong, cing nhimng 16 chiic mimg ndi Ién. Emma chay lai 6m chit liy ¢6. Nhung tit c4 nhitng bui ngui xic
dong phai ling xudng do 6ng Onimous, trong vo cung lich duyét trong chiéc 4o gi-Ié gia 16ng, dd nhay Ién mot chiéc ghé, bay t6 rang
ong rt vuingay tir khi bat dau tim kiém Emma, va rang 6ng hanh dién biét bao vé ba con méo ctia minh.

Ding lic d6, mot bat ddng nho nho nd ra giira Hat Pau va nhitng con méo lira. Nhung vu x6 xit chi dung lai & nhiing tiéng gam gir
va vai et cao clu, roi tht ca duge lap lai trat tu chi béng mot tiéng "um" cia 6ng Onimous.

Emma Tolly 1a ngudi cudi cing phét biéu trong démhom dé. Con bé trong hoan toan khac véi Emilia Moon. Mai téc vang 6ng duoc
cot gon gang thanh mdt tam dudingya, va ma n6 tng hong Ién vi vui suéng. Cir nhu con bé Emilia xanh xao ngay xwra khong phai la
nguoi that, ma chila mt nhan vat phién mudn budc ra tir chuyén than thoai.
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"Chau rat hanh phuc," con bé cat 16i. "Chau van khong tin ndi la minh dang c6 mit & day. Chau ctr ty ngit véo minh hoai. Trudc khi
chau c6 thé néi gi thém, chau mudn tat ca moi nguoi biét rang, chau sé tro lai Hoc vién Bloor vao hoc ky t6i."

C6 Ingledew nging Ién, giat minh.
C6 dinh no6i "Khong..." nhung Ong cau Paton nhe nhang ngin ¢b lai.

"Con xin 161, thwa di," Emma noi tiép. "Con biét minh khong nén lam thé, nhung con da d6iy. D6 du sao ciing 1d mot ngdi truong tdt,
va con c6 nhiing thay c¢6 tuyét voi day vé cho con. Va Fidelio va Olivia van & d6, va ca Charlie nira, di nhién roi. ho khong so gi ca, ngoai
ra..." ¢6 bé nhiu may, "Y con 1a, con c6 nhing diéu khéc nira... Cac ban khac chéc ciing dang can con. Vi thé con s& tro lai."

N6 cuoi tuoi roi réi. "Va bay gid con xin cdm on tat cd moi ngudi da giup con timra minh 13 ai, dac biét 13 Charlie, nguoi khéi xudng
tat ca moi viéc."

"Chuc mimg Charlie," ¢6 Ingledew ning ly 1én dé rét day rugu vao.
"Chuc mimg Charlie!" tit ca moi ngudi cing nang ly 1én chiic mimg, va & dau d6 déng ho bat dau diém gio.

Charlie chi mét vai phtit méinhan ra 1 toan bo cin phong dang nhin né. Nhitng y nghi ctia n6 d trai di xa lic, v6i ai 6 van con
dang mé ngt vao lac 12 gio dém.
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